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Individuals appointed today: 

Joseph Antolin, J.D., is the executive director of Heartland Human Care Services, Inc. and serves on 
the Illinois Latino Family Commission. Antolin obtained a bachelor of arts degree with high honors from 
Wesleyan University and went on to receive and a juris doctorate from Catholic University in Washington D.C. 
He served as co-chair of the Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities Action Council, chair of the Illinois Public 
Health Institute, and as a member on the Social Services Advisory Committee for the Illinois Department of 
Human Service.    

Patricia Canessa, M.B.A., Ph.D., is the executive director of Salud Latino/Latino Health. She obtained a 
master of arts degree in psychology from the National University of Columbia in Bogota, Columbia where she 
went on to travel to Rome, Italy to complete her doctorate in Psychology at the University of Italy. Dr. Canessa 
later received a master of business administration degree in executive management from Northwestern 
University and received a certified funding development certificate from DePaul University. Canessa is a 
licensed HIV counselor and has diligently worked on the issue of health disparities in the Latino community. 

Jenifer Cartland, Ph.D., is a research associate professor at Children’s Memorial Hospital and is the 
director of its Child Health Data Lab. Cartland received a bachelor of science degree from Northeastern Illinois 
University and both a master of arts degree and doctorate from Loyola University. She is a proven researcher 
with over 20 years of experience focusing on child health with both urban and rural public health experience. 
Dr. Cartland spearheaded the development of two data systems for Illinois—the Illinois Violent Death 
Reporting System and Illinois Health Survey, and works to expand the understanding of child and adolescent 
health status and behaviors.  

Greg Chance, L.E.H.P., M.P.H., C.P.H.A., is the public health administrator of the Peoria City/County 
Public Health Department. Chance served as the Knox County Health Department public health administrator 
for eight years, has devoted much of his career to public health initiatives and is also working with others to 
craft a community health plan in his role at the health department. 

Edwin Chandrasekar, M.P.P.M., is the executive director of the Asian Health Coalition. Chandrasekar 
obtained a bachelor of science degree in business from Monash University and a master’s in public private 
management from Yale University. He is also a certified public accountant. Chandrasekar has 15 years of 
experience serving in leadership roles in the strategic planning and finance functions of major public and 
private companies. He is fluent in both English and Mandarin Chinese and works on many levels to improve 
the health conditions and recognition of Asian American health issues.  

Margaret Gadon, M.P.H., M.D. works in quality management for IFMC-IL—the Quality Improvement 
Organization for Illinois, Gadon received her master of public health degree from Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health and a doctor of medicine degree from Albert Einstein University. Dr. Gadon is the leader of the 
Primary Care Extension Program (PCEP) planning group in Illinois and is interested in promoting collaboration 
between the fields of medical and public health.  

Cathy Grossi, J.D., B.S.N., vice president quality/health policy and regulation for the Illinois Hospital 
Association (IHA), received a bachelor of science in nursing degree from the University of Illinois College of 
Nursing, a bachelor of arts degree in psychology from Syracuse University, and a juris doctorate degree from 

  
-MORE- 



 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR PAT QUINN     NEWS 
 

 
 

 
 DePaul College of Law. Grossi has spent nearly 13 years on the policy staff at IHA and has a strong working 

knowledge of meeting a myriad of patient needs across the continuum of health care delivery systems in 
Illinois.  

Martin Hatlie, J.D., is the chief executive officer of Project Patient Care. Hatlie obtained a bachelor of 
arts from Carleton College and a juris doctorate from Boston College Law School. He is the former CEO of the 
Coalition for Quality and Patient Safety of Chicagoland and former president of the Partnership for Patient 
Safety, who produced the first “Do No Harm” education video programs. He co-authored “The Patient Safety 
Handbook” (Jones Bartlett, 2002) and is the author of numerous articles and book chapters on healthcare 
safety and patient advocacy topics. Hatlie has years of experience as a dedicated lawyer and is dedicated to 
engaging consumers in patient safety work.  

Roger Holloway, M.H.A., FACHE, obtained a bachelor of humanities and arts and a master of health 
administration degree from Georgia State University. Holloway also has an associate in applied science 
degree in nursing from Illinois Valley Community College. Currently, he works for Northern Illinois University 
healthcare services and has a clinical background, along with operational and management expertise in acute 
care hospitals. Holloway is the former president of the Illinois Rural Health Association and has been involved 
in health planning his entire career.  

Kevin Hutchison, R.N., M.S., M.P.H., received a bachelor of science degree in nursing and a master’s 
in community health nursing from the University of Illinois School or Nursing. He went on to obtain a master’s 
in public health from the University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health. Hutchison is a registered 
nurse and has over 30 years of public health practice. He is currently the executive director of St. Clair County 
Health Department, former president of the Illinois Public Health Association, Illinois Association of Public 
Health Administrators, and is current member of the State Board of Health and Advisory Council of the Illinois 
Public Health Institute.  

Ahlam Jbara is the associate director of the Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago. She 
obtained a bachelor of arts degree in criminal justice from the University of Illinois at Chicago. Jbara is the 
former programs director of the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights and Arab American Action 
Network. She has experience working at the grassroots level and represents immigrant communities as well as 
the Muslim community.  

Robert Kieckhefer is the retired vice president of public affairs for Health Care Services Co., received a 
bachelor of science degree in political sciences from St. Louis University. He currently serves on the board of 
the Illinois Public Health Institute, the Illinois Violence Prevention Authority and the Corporate Alliance to End 
Partner Violence.  Kieckhefer brings valuable experience as the co-chair of the past two State Health 
Improvement Plans’ planning teams.  

Tammy Lemke, president of the Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation (ILCHF), is an accomplished 
steward of financial resources and was the vice president and chief financial officer of Prevent Blindness 
America where she led and implemented strategic planning efforts as they related to areas of financial, human, 
and physical resources. Lemke previously spent five years with the United Way of Champaign County where 
she served as president and CEO and led a community healthcare initiative. She is a certified public 
accountant with over 13 years of audit, tax and consulting experience with clients in the healthcare and not-for-
profit industry. 
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 Janine Lewis, M.P.H. is the executive director of the Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition. She 

obtained a master of public health degree in international health from Boston University after receiving her 
bachelor of science degree in biology from Georgetown University.  Currently, Lewis serves on the Maternal 
and Child Health Advisory Board and is the owner and founder of a public health consulting firm. She’s 
lectured nationally on the lifecourse perspective, conducted logic model development/strategic planning efforts 
for nonprofits in Illinois, and worked with the Healthy Start Program in Boston and St. Petersburg, and the 
Westside Healthy Start and Greater Englewood Healthy Start initiatives in Illinois. Lewis is a doctoral candidate 
in Maternal Child Health Programs, Methods, and Policies at the University of Illinois at Chicago’s School of 
Public Health.  

Hong Liu, Ph.D. earned a master certification from the American Studies Center of Shanghai Foreign 
Language University, a master of arts degree in political science from the University of Illinois at Chicago and a 
doctorate in public policy analysis from University of Illinois at Chicago. She is currently the executive director 
of the Midwest Asian Health Association and former executive director of the Asian Health Coalition of Illinois.  
Liu has served on various minority health boards and committees including the Asian Advisory Council of 
Secretary of State Jesse White, as well those of several local officials. She is the recipient of numerous awards 
and recognized both locally and nationally as a public health leader working on behalf of the Asian American 
community. 

David McCurdy, D.Min., healthcare ethicist for Advocate Health Care,  earned a bachelor of arts from 
Elmhurst College, a master of divinity from Union Theological Seminary, and a doctor of ministry from Bethany 
Theological Seminary. He currently co-chairs a healthcare system “Green Council” and a committee that looks 
at the health impacts of chemicals used in health care.  McCurdy is vice chair of the State Board of Health. 

Maureen McHugh, executive director of the DuPage County Health Department, received a bachelor of 
arts in psychology from Lewis University. Her professional experience includes 10 years in the private sector in 
human resources, specializing in organizational design and development work; 14 years in health and human 
services administration; and five years in long term care administration. 

James Nelson, M.S., earned a bachelor of science degree from Minot State University and a master of 
science degree from North Dakota State University. Currently, Nelson is the executive director of the Illinois 
Public Health Association, but previously worked at the Department of Public Health and as an audiologist 
speech pathologist for Cass County Public Schools.  

Sharon Post is currently a research coordinator for the Service Employees International Union 
Healthcare Illinois/Indiana (SEIU HCII). Post received a bachelor of arts in social and historical inquiry from 
Eugene Land College at New School University. At SEIU HCII, Post has lead work on health care reform 
implementation, attempting to anticipate the impact on low-wage workers, from the perspective of access to 
insurance and to providers, as well as that of broader health care delivery system reform.  

Jose Sanchez, L.C.S.W., president/chief executive officer of Norwegian American Hospital received a 
bachelor of arts degree in psychology from City College of New York and a master’s degree in social work from 
Adelphi University.  He is a licensed master social worker and clinical social worker. Sanchez has worked in 
the areas of mental and general health for 30 years, and previously chaired the IT Committee in New York City 
to implement electronic medical records for one-third of the public health care system. 
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 Clarita Santos, M.P.H., director of the community health initiatives at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois, 

received a master’s in public health—health policy and administration from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
and a bachelor of science in biology from the College of Charleston. Santos is the former director of the United 
Way Metropolitan Chicago and the Midwest Region Coordinator for the Asian Health Coalition of Illinois. She 
has over 10 years of experience working in the public health arena, specifically addressing health disparity 
issues in the Asian American community.  

Patricia Schou, M.S., executive director of the Illinois Critical Access Hospital Network, received a 
master’s of science at Northern Illinois University and a bachelor of science in nursing from Illinois Wesleyan 
University.  Schou is a registered nurse and has worked in healthcare in Illinois for over 30 years, actively 
advocating for the improvement of rural health. She is currently involved with the State Health Information 
Advisory Committee and co-chair for the new tele-health/medicine workgroup.    

Terry Solomon, M.S.W., M.P.H., Ph.D., executive director of the Illinois African-American Family 
Commission received a doctorate in public health, master’s in public health and a master’s in social work from 
the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Solomon has experience working in a community health center setting as 
a clinical social worker and as a clinic manager.   

Janna Stansell, M.P.H., policy analyst at the Health Medicine Policy Research Group, received a 
master’s in public health at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Stansell works on issues related to the region’s 
health care safety net in her role as a policy analyst and is also the program associate for the Chicago Area 
Schweitzer Fellows Program.  Janna attended California State University, Long Beach, studying psychology 
and health science.   

Christina R. Welter, DrPH, is the deputy director of prevention services at the Cook County Department 
of Public Health (CCDPH) and adjunct assistant professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) School 
of Public Health (SPH). She has completed a doctorate in public health from the UIC SPH and also holds her 
master’s in public health from the University of Michigan. Christina’s passion is to design and execute strategic 
and sustainable change. She has worked at the local, state and national levels to lead planning and policy 
initiatives, foster staff and community development, and encourage continuous improvement.  She is a skilled 
facilitator and planner, and has worked in a variety of settings to creatively build systems that accentuate 
organizational or community strengths.   
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