
Meet the New Director
It’s an honor to serve as the 
new Director of the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture. 
I’ve been around agriculture 
all my life -- born and raised 
on a farm in western Illinois 
and currently live on a grain 

and livestock farm in Schuyler County. For 20 
years, I was a partner in my family’s real estate 
and auction business, before running for State 
Senate in 2002. Representing the 47th Senate 
District for 14 years, I served as chairman of 
the Senate Agriculture and Conservation 
committee and worked on many issues that 
affect farmers and agriculture.

My role as Ag Director is to be a voice and 
advocate for Illinois agriculture. It’s clear to 
me from my conversations with Governor 
Pritzker that agriculture will be a priority for 
the new administration. We will focus on 
issues that impact farm and rural communities 
like increasing broadband access, investing 
in agriculture infrastructure, expanding 
education, promoting innovation, and 
supporting both large and small farms. I look 
forward to doing everything I can to help 
grow the agriculture industry across our state.

Update: Industrial Hemp
Now is your chance to let IDOA know what 
you think about proposed rules for the 
regulation of industrial hemp in Illinois. The 
public comment period is open until close of 
business on Monday, February 11, 2019. 

The Industrial Hemp Act allows individuals  
and corporations licensed through IDOA 
to cultivate and process industrial hemp. 
Proposed rules to govern the cultivation and 
processing of this new crop were published 
at the end of December, which opened the 
45-day First Notice public 
comment period. To submit 
written comments:
• Email to
       agr.hemp@illinois.gov
• Fax to (217) 785-4505
• Mail to
           IDOA Hemp Comments
      P.O. Box 19281
      Springfield, IL 62794
IDOA will also hold a public hearing on the 
proposed rules on Tuesday, February 5, 2019, 
at 1:00 p.m. in the auditorium at the Illinois 
Dept. of Agriculture’s John R. Block Building, 
located at 801 East Sangamon Avenue in 
Springfield, Illinois. Anyone who would like 
to make comments during the public hearing 
must sign up in person, beginning at Noon.

John M. Sullivan
Acting Director

More Dicamba Training s Added to Meet New Requirements
On October 31, 2018, the U.S. EPA issued revised labels for the 
three Dicamba-containing products that are labeled for use 
on soybeans. Those label revisions included several significant 
changes for crop year 2019, including that only certified 
applicators may apply dicamba over the top. Those working 
under the supervision of a certified applicator may no longer 
make applications. If you plan to apply these products to 
soybeans in 2019, IDOA will require all users to adhere to all 

label requirements, including completion of a special training program. The Illinois Fertilizer 
& Chemical Association (IFCA) has added more training and testing clinics throughout 2019. 
Check the IFCA website for a complete list of training dates and locations.

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/100/PDF/100-1091.pdf
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue52.pdf
mailto:agr.hemp%40illinois.gov?subject=Industrial%20Hemp%20Public%20Comment
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Pesticides/Pages/Dicamba.aspx
https://ifca.com/IllinoisDicambaTraining


Hot Kernels: Growers Pop Up Illinois’ Official State Snack
Sweet or savory, caramelized, buttered or plain -- any way 
you pop it, popcorn is the snack that keeps Illinoisans coming 
back for more. January 19th was National Popcorn Day. 
Americans consume 14 billion quarts of popcorn each year. 

Did you know popcorn is the Official State Snack Food of 
Illinois? The General Assembly made that designation official 
in 2003, following a class project by second and third graders 
from Cunningham Elementary School in Joliet that pushed 

to make popcorn the state’s official snack food. Popcorn is grown on an estimated 28,000 
acres across Illinois, making our state the third largest producer of popcorn nationwide. 

Ducks Unlimited Super Raffle
February 9, Orr Building

Illinois Pork Youth Day
February 16, Livestock Center

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois State Swap Meet
February 17, Orr Building

Illinois Beef Expo
February 20-24, Livestock Center

The Boat Show in Springfield
February 22-24, Orr Building

More info here: Year Round Calendar of Events 

Crowning Achievement:
Miss Winnebago Co. Crowned 
60th Miss IL County Fair Queen
Miss Winnebago County, Alexi Bladel, began 
her reign as the 60th Miss Illinois County 
Fair Queen, after she was crowned at the 
statewide pageant on Sunday, January 20. 
The 19 year old from Rockford will be a 
summer employee of the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, traveling to county fairs across 
the state. She will also be the official hostess 
of the Illinois State Fair in Springfield and 
the Du Quoin State Fair. As Queen, Alexi’s 
main duty is to emphasize the importance of 
agriculture and county fairs to Illinois.

Alexi currently attends Rock Valley College 
in Rockford, where she is studying to obtain 
an associates degree in Fire Science and 
become a firefighter.

Jamie Franck of Henry County was named 
first runner-up, Teaghan Callaway of Lake 
County was named second runner-up, Grace 
Mongan of Ogle County was named third 
runner-up, and Addison Osman of Union 
County was named fourth runner-up.

Incoming Director of 
Agriculture John M. 
Sullivan escorted Miss 
Illinois County Fair 
Queen Alexi Bladel 
of Rockford following 
her crowning at the 
close of the state 
pageant on Sunday, 
January 20 at the 
Crowne Plaza in 
Springfield.

2019 Miss Illinois 
County Fair Queen 
Alexi Bladel was 
crowned by outgoing 
Queen Samantha 
Hasselbring during 
the state pageant on 
Sunday, January 20.

https://www2.illinois.gov/statefair/Non-Fair-Events/SitePages/Calendar.aspx

