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INTIAL NUMBERS INDICATE HISTORICALLY 

SUCCESSFUL ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 

Fair Sees Largest Attendance Since 2014 

 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The numbers for this year’s Illinois State Fair continue to demonstrate a 

historically successful event.  While records for both revenue and ticket sales were broken for the 

grandstand lineup, high marks from parking, attendance and vendors were also achieved.   

Estimated attendance totals of nearly 509,000 are 37% higher than 2018’s projection of just over 

370,000 making it the largest estimated total attendance since 2014. Despite a reduction in 

admissions for Sunday through Thursday, gate revenue was up over last year’s fair.  More 

parking passes were sold this year than the previous 17 years that this information was 

recorded.  This year’s fair also saw an increase of vendors over last year by nearly 50.   

“This year’s fair took an already wonderful event to new heights, breaking records at the 

grandstand and bringing Illinoisans from all across the state together to celebrate everything that 

makes Illinois so special,” said Governor JB Pritzker. “From barns packed with all that our 

agriculture industry has to offer to entertainment for Illinoisans of all ages, I’m thrilled my first 

state fair as governor was such a success.”  

“No matter the metric, this year’s fair was undoubtedly a success,” said Illinois State Fair 

Manager Kevin Gordon.  “Our goal was to bring families back to the fair during the week.  I feel 

our decision to reduce admission during the week was rewarded by the attendance of the public. 

The weather was wonderful, our promotions were well received, our grandstand lineup was 

historic and I spoke with many vendors and concessionaires pleased with the crowds and their 

revenues.  I’m excited to see what this means for our total revenues once those numbers are 

finalized.” 
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 Thurs Fri Sat Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun Total % 

increase 

2019 35,961 39,053 59,040 59,925 44,044 36,818 37,897 37,732 51,641 51,515 55,274 508,901 
 

2018 31,890 32,504 44,343 36,308 24,955 39,444 26,048 28,610 28,634 40,095 37,780 370,609 
 

Comparison 4,071  6,549  14,698  23,617  19,089  (2,625) 11,849  9,122  23,007  11,421  17,495  138,292  37% 
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