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and separated to discuss training, funding protocols,
legislation, data collection, and inter-disciplinary
teams.

The Department's goal was for the Summit to serve
as a springboard for action in addressing self-neglect
within Illinois.

Self-Neglect Survey:

As a result of the Self-Neglect Summit, a data collec-
tion sub-committee was formed and began meeting
in January 2006. In order to begin the process of col-
lecting data, the sub-committee's focus was to devel-
op a survey on how many self-neglect cases elder
abuse provider agencies and case coordination units
came into contact with during the month of June
2006. The surveys were completed on-line and sub-
mitted to the Department. The Department contract-
ed with Leonard Schanfield Research Institute with
the Council for Jewish Elderly.

A total sample of 1,225 cases were analyzed. One
goal of the survey was to generate a profile of self-
neglect clients in Illinois. The results of the survey
were also used to assist the Department in developing
a Vulnerable Older Adults Reporting Form, to be
implemented January 1, 2007.

B*SAFE (Bankers and Seniors Against Financial
Exploitation)

Training continued to be conducted by elder abuse
caseworkers to bank personnel and senior groups
throughout the state on how to identify financial
exploitation, scams and other types of abuse. The
training included how to follow simple guidelines for
reporting suspicious circumstances to the Depart-
ment’s Elder Abuse and Neglect Program and to law
enforcement.

19th Annual Elder Rights Conference

The Department sponsored its 19th annual Elder
Rights Conference July 19-21, 2005. Nationally
known speakers presented on elder abuse, ombuds-
man, and legal issues to over 300 participants. The
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conference also gave recognition to an outstanding elder
abuse caseworker. The award recognized an individual
who demonstrated integrity, compassion and commit-
ment to vulnerable older adults in the community.

Break the Silence: As a result of Governor Blagojevich
proclaiming July as Elder Abuse Awareness Month,
Department staff continued public awareness efforts with
the “Break the Silence” campaign. Elder Abuse Provider
Agencies and the Regional Administrative Agencies were
provided with funding and updated toolkits to assist in
outreach efforts.

Ilinois Department
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421 East Capitol Avenue, #100
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1789

Illinois Department on Aging
Elder Abuse Hotline
1-866-800-1409
1-888-206-1327 (TTY)

The lllinois Department on Aging does not discriminate in
admission to programs or treatment of employment in
compliance with appropriate State and Federal Statutes. If
you feel you have been discriminated against, call the Senior
HelpLine at, 1-800-252-8966,
1-888-206-1327 (TTY)
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State of lllinois
Rod R. Blagojevich, Governor

lllinois Department on Aging
Charles D. Johnson, Director




Illinois Elder Abuse Annual Report - 2006 Data

Number of Elder Abuse Reports

FY98
FY99
FY00
FYO1
FY02
FYO03
FY04
FYO05
FY06

Since the program became statewide in April 1991, the period of July 1,
2000 through June 30, 2001 was the only state fiscal year in which
reports decreased from the previous year. In Fiscal Year 2006, 9,191
reports of elder abuse were received, an increase of 7.07% from Fiscal
Year 2005.

Types of Abuse Reported

Financial Exploitation 5,306
Emotional Abuse
Passive Neglect

Physical Abuse

Willful Deprivation

Confinement

Sexual Abuse

Victims generally experience more than one type of abuse, e.g., financial
exploitation is the type of abuse reported most frequently (58% of reports),
and is highly associated with emotional abuse, reported in 44% of cases.

Source of Reports
Fam'ly:l
Social Worker
Self | 10%
Medical Personnel 9%

-

CMIEACW | 9%
Anonymous [ 6%
Neighbor/Friend |~ 6%

Other Mandated 1 5%
CCP Employee 5%

Law Enforcement | 4%

20%

17%

Other Aging Network Employee 3%

In-Home Worker jlf 2%

26% of cases were reported by social workers or medical personnel.
Family members were responsible for 20% percent of all reports, and vic-
tims self-reported in 10% of all cases. Self reports were most likely to
occur in physical, sexual, emotional and financial exploitation cases. Older
people most often needed others to report for them in cases of neglect
and willful deprivation.

Leading Abuse Indicators
Abuser Controls Finances

Unusual Financial Transactions 30%

Statements of Bder 28%

Inadequate Physical/Medical Care 21%

Violent Actions Against Bder 18%

Inappropriate Financial Decisionmaking 16%

Theft 16%

Major indicators of abuse that were evident during the assessment process
are documented by the elder abuse caseworker using hundreds of abuse
indicator codes. Actions of the abuser, e.g., inappropriate supervision for the
older adult, not providing needed assistance, (withholding food, water, and/or
medications, and refusing services) were found in almost all cases.

Ages of Victims

30% 26%
25% -
15% - 2% 14°%
10% +—2%
=
0% n T T T T T
60-65 66-70 71-75 76-80 81-85 85+

42%

Sex of Abuser by Abuse Type

B Male
77% Female
54% 54% 59%
—i 460' 41%
All Types Sexual Exploitation Neglect Emotional Physical

51% of abusers were male and 49% were female.

Abuser’s Relationship to Victim by Abuse Type

0%
60%

50%

- 40%
- 300%

- 20%
- 10%

Confinement  Sexual Exploitation Emotional

M Spouse MCHild W Relative _ Other

Neglect Physical

76% of abusers were either the spouse, child, other relative or a combina-
tion of one or more abusers.

Victim and Abuser Services

Home Health/Home Care - | 31%

L B

Criminal/Legal 20%

3%
Socialization | 17%
2%

Mental Health/Substance Abuse 14% o
Victims
Income/Material Support 1%

@ Abusers

Supenision

In 78% of the cases in which abuse is substantiated, the victim consents to
services. Services might include in-home care; adult day care; respite; health
services; and services such as counseling. Other interventions might include
an order of protection; obtaining a representative payee; having the person
change or execute a new power of attorney for financial and/or health deci-
sions; or assisting the client in obtaining other legal remedies. In some
cases, services for the abuser are also obtained, including mental iliness,
substance abuse, job placement or other services related to their problems.

Leading Barriers of Victims

Living with Abuser(s) I 38%
Functionally Impaired I 27%
Non-Ambulatory I 18%
Congnitively Impaired mm 17%
Vision I 16%
Hearing I 14%
Emotional Issues [ 13%
Disoriented N 10%

Four out of five victims suffered from one or more barriers to independent
living. More than 25% of victims were functionally impaired, meaning they
had difficulty performing daily tasks such as walking, personal care, meal
preparation, laundry and housecleaning. Many of these older adults were
victims of neglect and deprivation.

Sex of Victims by Abuse Type

o 78% v

6 66% 67%
31% 34% 33%
I 22% 27%
| T T T T T
All Types

Exploitation Neglect

70%
m Male

30%

l 7 Female

Physical

Sexual Emotional



