ILLINOIS ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM
APPLICATION TO DELETE TERRITORY
INSTRUCTIONS

INTRODUCTION
Under Section 5.4 of the Illinois Enterprise Zone Act, an application for approval of a boundary change to delete an area must contain substantially the same information as required for making application for certification of an enterprise zone under Section 5.1 of the Act.  An amending ordinance is not effective until the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) approves the application, approves the amending ordinance, and files a certified copy of the ordinance with the local recorder of deeds and the Secretary of State as provided in Section 5.3 of the Act.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES
1.
Hold Public Hearing
The designating unit(s) of government must conduct at least one public hearing within the enterprise zone on the question of amending the zone boundaries to delete territory.  Public notice of the hearing must be published in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the zone area not more than 20 days nor less than 5 days before the hearing.

2.
Amend Designating Ordinance(s)
The designating unit(s) of government must amend the designating ordinance(s) to provide the legal description of the new zone boundaries.

The original and two certified copies of the amending ordinance must then be forwarded to DCEO for certification and filing in accordance with Section 5.3 of the Act.

3.
Amend Intergovernmental Agreement
The designating units of government must amend their intergovernmental agreement to provide for the new boundaries of the enterprise zone if the legal description is in the intergovernmental agreement.  

4.
Make Application
The designating unit(s) of government must submit an application to DCEO for approval of the deletion of territory.  DCEO’s decision regarding approval or disapproval of the proposed amendment shall be made within 90 days of receipt of the application.  Direct applications to:

Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

Enterprise Zone Program

500 East Monroe Street, Fourth Floor

Springfield, Illinois 62701 

CEO.EZHelp@illinois.gov 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
The applicant is required to complete and submit the standard application form furnished by DCEO (see "APPLICATION TO DELETE TERRITORY-OPTION 1" and "APPLICATION TO DELETE TERRITORY-OPTION 2”), and to provide information and documentation including:

1. The Notice of Public Hearing;
2. Transcripts of the Public Hearing;
3. The original and two certified copies of the amended designating ordinance which deletes territory;
4. In the case of a joint application, a certified copy of the amended intergovernmental agreement;
5.     A legal description of the proposed enterprise zone boundaries that clearly defines and labels the zone boundaries and provides names of streets, rivers, etc.;

Please note, for recording purposes, Permanent Index Numbers (PINs) must be included for the proposed areas to be deleted;
6. A map of the enterprise zone that includes the proposed area for deletion and its relation to the boundaries of the established zone, and that clearly defines and labels the zone boundaries and provides names of streets, rivers, etc.;
7. If the proposed deletion is qualified under Option 2, a census map which clearly shows:  a) census geographies which are entirely within the proposed deletion;  b) individual block groups which are included in the calculation of eligibility when the boundaries of the deletion split census tracts; and,  c) census geographies which contain these block groups;
8. 
Information on the economic characteristics of the proposed deletion; 
9. Documentation and statistics demonstrating that the area proposed for deletion does not meet any of the qualifying criteria; and,
10. A statement describing the input, assistance, prior consultation and community support for individuals, business, labor, neighborhood organizations, and others.

QUALIFYING CRITERIA
An area proposed for deletion from an enterprise zone must not be qualified in accordance with Section 4 of the Act.

1.
The application must demonstrate and the amending ordinance must find that the resulting zone 

area:


a.
is contiguous; and,


b.
produces a zone which is not more than 12 square miles in total area.  If the enterprise 


zone is 


a joint effort of three or more units of government and the certification has been in effect at 


least one year, the total area shall comprise not more than thirteen square miles.  If the 



enterprise zone is a joint effort of four or more units of government the total area shall 


comprise not more than fifteen square miles.

2.
The area proposed for deletion must be qualified in one of two ways:

OPTION 1:
The area proposed for deletion is one in which the local objectives for economic 


development have been accomplished.
Option 1 Instructions
Under Option 1, the applicant must state the economic development objectives that were originally established for the area, the specific developments and commitments that have occurred since enterprise zone certification and the extent to which the objectives have been accomplished.

OPTION 2:
The area does not qualify under any of the tests described in Section 520.210(d);

Option 2 Instructions
Under Option 2, the area does not qualify under any of the tests described in Section 520.210(d). Although DCEO does not require the applicant to use census geography boundaries as the boundaries for a proposed deletion, census geography data must be used to demonstrate how the area meets the criteria.

1.     Unemployment:  All or part of the Local Labor Market Area has had an annual average unemployment rate of at least 120% of the State's annual average unemployment rate for the most recent calendar year or the most recent fiscal year as reported by the Department of Employment Security. 

2.     Employment Opportunities:  Designation will result in the development of substantial employment opportunities by creating or retaining a minimum aggregate of 1,000 full-time equivalent jobs due to an aggregate investment of $100,000,000 or more, and will help alleviate the effects of poverty and unemployment within the Local Labor Market Area. Applicants shall specify the time periods over which full-time equivalent jobs will be created or retained and aggregate investments will be made.  Such time periods should not exceed the current end date of the zone.  Applicants are encouraged to describe how the creation and retention of full-time equivalent jobs and new investment will help alleviate the effects of poverty and unemployment with the Local Labor Market Area. 

3.     Poverty:  All or part of the Local Labor Market Area has a poverty rate of at least 20% according to the latest data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 50% or more of children in the Local Labor Market Area are eligible to participate in the federal free or reduced-price meals program according to reported statistics from the State Board of Education, or 20% or more households in the Local Labor Market Area receive food stamps according to the latest data from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

4.     Abandoned Coal Mine, Brownfield or Federal Disaster Area:  An abandoned coal mine or a brownfield (as defined in Section 58.2 of the Environmental Protection) located in the proposed zone addition area, or all or a portion of the proposed addition was declared a federal disaster area in the 3 years preceding the date of application. To be considered an abandoned coal mine, the coal mine must be listed on the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Abandoned Mine Locator.  To document that a portion of the proposed zone was declared a federal disaster area in the 3 years preceding the date of the application, the applicant must provide the major disaster declaration number, the area designated as adversely affected by the major disaster, and date of the declaration.  Applicants are encouraged to use copies of the appropriate notices in the Federal Register of a major disaster declaration and related determinations.  This does not include emergency declarations or fire management assistance declarations.  A brownfield site must be listed in the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Site Remediation Program database.  Applicants are encouraged to provide the 10-digit Illinois Environmental Protection Agency identification number ("LPC #") for the site.

5.    Large Scale Business Closings:  The Local Labor Market Area contains a presence of large employers that have downsized over the years, the Local Labor Market Area has experienced plant closures in the 5 years prior to the date of application affecting more 50 workers, or the Local Labor Market Area has experienced State or federal facility closures in the 5 years prior to the date of application affecting more than 50 workers.  Applicants are encouraged to use data from filings made pursuant to the Illinois Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act and the State Facilities Closure Act as evidence of job losses under this test.

6.     Vacant Structures:  Based on data from Multiple Listing information or other suitable sources, the Local Labor Market Area contains a high floor vacancy rate of industrial or commercial properties, vacant or demolished commercial and industrial structures are prevalent in the local labor market area, or industrial structures in the local labor market area are not used because of age, deterioration, relocation of the former occupants, or cessation of operation. 

7.     Tax Base Improvement Plan:   The applicant demonstrates a substantial plan for using the designation to improve the State and local government tax base, including income, sales, and property taxes. 

8.     Public Infrastructure Improvement Plan:  Significant public infrastructure is present in the Local Labor Market Area in addition to a plan for infrastructure development and improvement. 

9.     Career Skills Programs:  High schools* or community colleges located within the Local Labor Market Area are engaged in ACT Work Keys, Manufacturing Skills Standard Certification, or industry-based credentials that prepare students for careers.  The applicant must provide written documentation from more than one high school and/or community college within the Local Labor Market Area that the institution is providing ACT Work Keys, Manufacturing Skills Standard Certification, or industry-based credentials that prepare students careers at some time during the current school year.

10.   Equalized Assessed Valuation:  The increase in equalized assessed valuation of industrial and/or commercial properties in the 5 years prior to the date of application in the Local Labor Market Area is equal to or less than 50% of the State average increase in equalized valuation for industrial and/or commercial properties, as applicable, for the same period of time as reported by the Illinois Department of Revenue; however, if the change in equalized assessed valuation in the State of industrial and/or commercial properties in the 5 years prior to the date of application is negative, then the applicant should instead demonstrate that the decrease in equalized assessed valuation of industrial and/or commercial properties in the 5 years prior to the date of application in the Local Labor Market Area is equal to or greater than 50% of the State average decrease in equalized valuation for industrial and/or commercial properties, as applicable, for the same period of time as reported by the Department of Revenue.  Applicants are encouraged to use data on assessed valuation of industrial and/or commercial properties in the Local Labor Market Area from the Illinois Department of Revenue or from the chief assessment official of the county or counties in which at least a portion of the Local Labor Market Area is contained.

ILLINOIS ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM
APPLICATION TO DELETE TERRITORY
OPTION 1
Complete  "APPLICATION TO DELETE TERRITORY - OPTION 1" if you intend to qualify the area proposed for deletion as an area in which the local objectives for economic development have been accomplished.

	PART A:  LEGAL APPLICANT


Type of Application:    Single  _____


Joint  

                            _____

(If joint application, provide information for each applicant.)

Name of Jurisdiction 










 ____________________________________________________________

Street/P.O. Box __________________________________Zip Code __________





City____________________________________________County_                                    

_____

Chief Elected Official____________________________________________________________

Zone Administrator _______________________________Phone (   )  _________________

Type of Applicant:   City __________
County 




  __________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Name of Jurisdiction 










 ____________________________________________________________

Street/P.O. Box __________________________________Zip Code __________





City____________________________________________County_                                    

_____

Chief Elected Official____________________________________________________________

Zone Administrator _______________________________Phone (   )  _________________

Type of Applicant:   City __________
County 




  __________

Name of Jurisdiction 










 ____________________________________________________________

Street/P.O. Box __________________________________Zip Code __________





City____________________________________________County_                                    

_____

Chief Elected Official____________________________________________________________

Zone Administrator _______________________________Phone (   )  _________________

Type of Applicant:   City __________
County 




  __________

____________________________________________________________________________

NOTE:
Submit original plus two (2) copies.  All attachments must be 8-1/2" x 11", excluding maps.  The format of this application may be reproduced and completed in an expanded form provided the final application is presented in bound form or loose leaf notebook.  All pages must be numbered in sequence and attachments labeled.

	PART B.  ELIGIBILITY CRITERION


1.
State the economic development objective that were identified for the area at the time of zone 

certification.  Include a description of the problems or conditions that were addressed by the objectives.  Provide statistics and documentation showing the extent of the problem.

2.
Describe and document the specific development commitment(s) and revitalization efforts that 

have occurred since enterprise zone certification.

3.
Describe how, and the extent to which, the commitment(s) and efforts described in #2 above accomplished the economic development objectives for the proposed deleted areas and the 
enterprise zone program.

	PART C.  DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION


1.
Total area of the existing enterprise zone:  ___________ square miles

2.
Area of the proposed deletion:  Acres ______
Square Miles _________

3.
Population of the proposed deletion:  ___________________

4.
Is the amended enterprise zone contiguous:




Yes ___________
No __________

	PART D. PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT


Explain why the amendment is being requested.

	PART E.  BENEFIT ENTITLEMENT


Describe the administrative mechanism that will be implemented to provide tax incentives and benefits for the original term of the enterprise zone to business enterprises and homestead program participants who qualify for "benefit entitlement" under Sec. 5.4(d)(e) of the Enterprise Zone Act.

	PART  F.   APPLICANT CERTIFICATION


THE APPLICANT CERTIFIES THAT:

To the best of my knowledge and belief, data, and other information in this application are true and correct, and this document has been authorized by the governing body of the applicant.

CERTIFYING REPRESENTATIVE:

(To be signed by the Chief Elected Official or Designee)

____________________________________
______________________________________

Designating Unit of Government


Chief Elected Official or Designee






      __  
                                                                             
Date





Title

____________________________________________________________________________________

CERTIFYING REPRESENTATIVE:

(To be signed by the Chief Elected Official or Designee)

____________________________________
______________________________________________________________

____________________________________
______________________________________

Designating Unit of Government


Chief Elected Official or Designee






      __  
                                                                             
Date





Title

_____________________________________________

CERTIFYING REPRESENTATIVE:

(To be signed by the Chief Elected Official or Designee)

____________________________________
______________________________________

____________________________________
______________________________________

Designating Unit of Government


Chief Elected Official or Designee






      __  
                                                                             __

Date





Title

___________________________________________________________________________________
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