
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 
June 18, 2018 Illinois DCFS, 312-814-6847 

Save Abandoned Babies Foundation 
Pam Shlemon, 847-751-8224  

Pace Bus 
Maggie Daly Skogsbakken, 847-228-4222 

  
ILLINOIS DCFS, THE SAVE ABANDONED BABIES FOUNDATION AND PACE 

BUS TEAM UP TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THE BABY SAFE HAVEN LAW  
Informational cards now featured in 760 buses operating across suburban Chicago 
 
 
(CHICAGO) – Illinois DCFS, 
the Save Abandoned Babies 
Foundation and Pace Bus have 
joined forces to launch a new 
campaign aimed at educating 
the public about the Newborn 
Infant Protection Act, 
commonly referred to as the 
“Baby Safe Haven Law.”  
 
The Act offers a safe, legal option to unsafe infant abandonment. A mother in crisis can 
legally and anonymously hand her unharmed newborn, up to 30 days old, to staff at 
hospitals, emergency medical care facilities, police stations, firehouses, college and 
university police stations and Illinois State Police district headquarters.  
 
Since its enactment in 2001, 127 babies have been safely relinquished under the law and 
are now living in loving adoptive families.  
 
“DCFS is pleased to partner with two leading organizations – the Save Abandoned 
Babies Foundation and Pace – to help new or expectant mothers understand that they 
are not alone and help is available if they cannot care for their newborns,” said DCFS 
Acting Director B.J. Walker. “As a community we have a responsibility to provide 
support to individuals and families in crisis. The more opportunities we have to spread 



 

 

awareness about the law, the better chance we have at saving babies’ lives and 
providing safe options for their well-being.” 
 
“It is a privilege to partner with Illinois DCFS and Pace to continue to spread awareness 
about the Safe Haven Law. Pace’s willingness to create space for this awareness 
campaign and DCFS’s continued support will help reach thousands. If we can reach one 
expectant mother in crisis through this campaign or if a rider seeing the sign prompts 
her to tell a friend about the law it will be well worth it,” said Save Abandoned Babies 
Foundation President Maria Lefkow Sorensen. 
 
“Pace’s priorities are simple – provide safe and reliable service for the communities we 
serve,” said Pace Board Chairman Richard Kwasneski. “Partnering with other agencies 
who work towards similar goals of community safety is our pleasure.”  
 
The bus cards will be visible in 760 buses operating across suburban Chicago until 
December 2019.  
 

### 
 
Illinois DCFS receives, investigates and acts upon a report of child abuse or neglect 
every five minutes. Tens of thousands of children are safer thanks to those who call our 
Child Abuse hotline, 1-800-25-ABUSE (252-2873) each year. Working together, we can 
ensure a safe, loving home and brighter future for every child. Visit 
www2.illinois.gov/DCFS to learn more.   
 
The Save Abandoned Babies Foundation is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated preventing the illegal abandonment of newborns by raising awareness of the 
safe, legal options available under the Abandoned Newborn Infant Protection Act. For 
more information, visit SaveAbandonedBabies.org.  
 
Pace is Chicagoland's suburban bus and regional paratransit provider. Pace's family of 
public transportation services also includes vanpool, rideshare matching, community-
based transportation programs, and, soon, Pulse, Pace's new rapid transit network. 
Learn more at PaceBus.com/Pulse. 


