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SUBPART J:  EMERGENCY DAY CARE PROGRAM (EDC)

Section 407.500  Purpose
EMERGENCY

The purpose of this Subpart J is to describe the process for approving Emergency Day Care Programs to provide day care for essential and critical care workers during the federal, State or local government-declared public health crisis due to the outbreak of COVID-19.

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective March 20, 2020, for a maximum of 150 days)

Section 407.505  Definitions
EMERGENCY

The following definitions apply to this Subpart:

"Emergency Day Care Program" or "EDC" means:

Day care centers currently licensed pursuant to Section 407.50 that are now closed pursuant to the Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-10; or

A new program that has never held a license to operate a day care center, such as a location within or near a medical facility, for the purpose of child care for essential and critical care workers, as defined in the Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-10, for the duration of the COVID-19 Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation.

"Essential and critical care workers" are employees permitted to work and exempt from the Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-10.  

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective March 20, 2020, for a maximum of 150 days)

Section 407.510  Application for Emergency Day Care Program
EMERGENCY

a)	Each applicant shall complete an application for licensure to operate an Emergency Day Care Program on a form prescribed by the Department.  Applications can be obtained from any Day Care Licensing Representative and shall be available online.  Applications may be submitted via email at Emergency.Daycare@illinois.gov.    

b)	The application for a license shall be completed by the officers of the governing body of the Emergency Day Care Program, or its authorized representative, on forms prescribed and furnished by the Department. 

c)	Day care centers currently licensed pursuant to Section 407.50 that are now closed pursuant to the Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-10 may submit partial applications, provided that the application is complete within 5 days after the initial submission. For any application to be considered complete, the following shall be attached to the application form: 

1)	Risk Management Plan (Section 407.70(k)); 

2)	Staffing Plan (Section 407.90(a));

3)	Guidance and Discipline Policy (Section 407.270);

4)	Medication Policy (Section 407.360); and

5)	All persons subject to the background check requirements of 89 Ill. Adm. Code 385 (Background Checks) and each person's complete, signed authorization to conduct the background check (Section 407.110).

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective March 20, 2020, for a maximum of 150 days)

Section 407.515  Compliance with Licensing Standards
EMERGENCY

a)	An applicant for an Emergency Day Care Program license shall demonstrate compliance with the following:

1)	Section 407.70(k); 

2)	Section 407.90(a)(3) and (b);

3)	Section 407.100(a), (b)(1), (g), (h), and (i);

4)	Section 407.110;

5)	Section 407.120(a)(1), (2), (4), and (6), (b), (c), (e)(1), (3), (4) and (5), and (f)(1);

6)	Section 407.190(f);

7)	Section 407.250(i)(1);

8)	Section 407.260(b) and (d);

9)	Section 407.270;

10)	Section 407.310(b) and (c);

11)	Section 407.320(a), (b), (c), and (e);
 
12)	Section 407.330(j) and (k);

13)	Section 407.340(c), (h), and (i);

14)	Section 407.350(a) and (d);

15)	Section 407.360(a), (b), (c), and (d);

16)	Section 407.370(f)(1)(A) and (B), (r)(1), (2) and (3), and (t)(1); 

17)	Section 407.380(g) and (j)(4); and

18)	Section 407.140 (minimum requirements for Emergency Day Care Program teachers, which will apply to Program Directors); 

b)	The applicant shall ensure compliance with the following requirements:

1)	Each classroom shall be staffed with at least one Early Childhood Teacher or assistant, or School-age Worker Assistant;

2)	Child care must be carried out in stable groups of 10 or fewer ("stable" means that the same 10 or fewer children are in the same group each day);

3)	Infants and toddlers must maintain a ratio of 1 staff to every 4 children;

4)	Children shall not change from one group to another;

5)	If more than one group of children is cared for at one facility, each group shall be in a separate room. Groups shall not mix with each other; 

6)	Child care providers shall remain solely with one group of children; 

7)	Child care staff may work a maximum of 12 hours in a 24-hour period; and

8)	All staff and children are compliant with up-to-date CDC Guidance about health and behavioral instructions as related to COVID-19. Visit www.CDC.gov for update guidance.

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective March 20, 2020, for a maximum of 150 days)

Section 407.520  On Site Visit
EMERGENCY

a)	For currently licensed day care centers, an on-site visit shall not be required when:

1)	The day care center will continue to operate with the same capacity and age groupings except no room or group shall have more than 10 children; and

2)	The day care center's licensing representative has visited the facility at least once in the most recent 12-month period.

b)	For all other applicants, a licensing visit shall be conducted within 48 hours after the receipt of the application.

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________, for a maximum of 150 days)

Section 407.525  Approval of Application
EMERGENCY

a)	Upon receipt of a complete, signed application for a license, the Department shall conduct a licensing study in order to determine that the Emergency Day Care Program meets licensing standards.  The licensing study shall be in writing and shall be reviewed and signed by the licensing supervisor and the licensing representative performing the study.  

b)	Day care centers currently licensed pursuant to Section 407.50 (now closed pursuant to the Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-10) will be granted a five-business day grace period during which they may operate while pending approval of the Emergency Day Care Program license. 

c)	If the day care center, or another building or location not currently licensed, is approved as an Emergency Day Care Program, the Department will issue an emergency license to the applicant.

d)	During the hours of operation, Department staff has discretion to visit the licensed Emergency Day Care Program to ensure the health and safety of children, and to provide support and resources for the program. Ninety days following the issuance of the license,  a recertification visit will be conducted by licensing staff for operating Emergency Day Care Programs.

e)	An Emergency Day Care Program that was not previously licensed under Section 407.50 shall surrender the license and close within 30 days after the expiration of the COVID-19 Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation.

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective March 20, 2020, for a maximum of 150 days)
