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Meeting of the  
Statewide Foster Care Advisory Council 

Northfield Center, 3280 Northfield Drive, Springfield, Illinois 
May 11, 2018 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
SWFCAC MEMBERS 

PRESENT 
SWFCAC MEMBERS 

PRESENT  
STAFF 

PRESENT 
Gladys Boyd Mary Savage Gwenn Eyer 
Donna Gregory Carol Sheley Michelle Grove 
Arrelda Hall-Johnson Denise Spires Monico Eskridge 
Gordon Hannon Samella Taylor-Lewis Gail Mayer 
Darrin Holt   
Ken Keefe SWFCAC MEMBERS 

ABSENT Harriet Kersh 
Maya Maclin Katy Cotts 
Susan McConnell Rachel Hoyt
Mark McDaniel Kate Monte
Kellye Norris Trina Rizzo

 
Welcome and Introductions -  Mark McDaniel  
Chairman Mark McDaniel welcomed everyone to the meeting at 10:30 a.m. following 
presentations in the Partnering with Parents Summit. 
 
Approve Minutes from 03/09/18 SWFCAC Meeting  
Gladys Boyd made a motion to table the minutes as revised. Donna Gregory seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Approve Minutes from 04/20/18 SWFCAC Meeting 
Donna Gregory made a motion to approve the minutes. Denise Spires seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Comment: No guests were present. 
 
Final Report to the Director     Mark McDaniel 
There were no final reports submitted to the Director since the last meeting.  The monthly 
Director’s Report was submitted as required by law.  
 
Attending Regional Advisory Council Meetings  Michelle Grove 
Michelle recognized Gail Mayer, new to our office, and Gail introduced herself. Gail has an 
extensive history with DCFS including investigations, adoption support, and monitoring drug and 
alcohol treatment facilities regarding services available to DCFS-involved families.  
 
Michelle then recognized Jill Escue, from the Business Unit. Jill started with DCFS in 2008 with 
the PRIDE program at SIU. She does the billing and vouchering for our council and the IAAC. Jill 
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stated that the Governor’s Travel Board has come up with a plan to address travel reimbursement 
of mileage. There has been pushback and we are still working toward understanding what is 
required. The State has told us that anyone who is reimbursed by state funds is required to follow 
this procedure. She will send more details later. Council members may go to the Comptroller’s 
website to check past and pending reimbursement. 
 
Michelle shared that our Foster Parent Support Specialists hold support groups throughout the state 
and we are working on a directory of local and regional support groups. Resources will be shared 
on the Statewide DCFS Councils external website. We are going to try to tighten up meeting 
schedules, programming, etc.  
 
- Northern region has multiple support groups throughout their region that assists in the flow of 

information. They need administrative participation in the meetings. Over time, regional 
councils have moved the RA’s to our Foster Parent Support Specialists.  

- Some regions do not welcome POS foster parents.  
- If the expectation is that SWFCAC members attend regional council meetings it needs to be 

clearly stated in the “job description” that we distribute to potential members. 
- It seems like the same issues recycle time and time again. Foster Parent Support Specialists 

play a very important role in facilitating communication and this proves the capacity for really 
meeting the needs of foster parents. 

- We need to publicize the flow of information from regional advisory councils to the Statewide 
Council to share and receive information to be more effective. 

- We need to have consistent information sharing from each agency or the Department to include 
financial information re: respite, special fees that foster children are eligible to have covered 
through special funds, etc. 

- One council member has tried to join the Central Region council which meets via conference 
call in the middle of the day. His local support group led by a FPSS is much more effective. 

- Foster Parent Law implementation plans are another source of information. Share the 
resources. 

- Suggestion: When working with a widespread group they may wish to provide an online forum 
like the one that Jeremy was working on. 

- Northern Region works to have reps from other support groups throughout the region on their 
calls. However, they are unable to send meeting notices, so not all foster parents know what is 
available. 

- IFAPA offers resources on their website. Send Gladys announcements to be posted. 
 
Gwenn reported that based on information shared in the recent Statewide Councils meeting our 
Policy Legislative Committee will need to send meeting notices at least seven days in advance and 
publish the agenda 48 hours in advance of the start of the meeting.  
 
Public Comment – there were no guests present, so there was no public comment. 
 
Mark stated that as a council we are trying to follow the Director’s 4DX approach and the ideal 
plan for committee: spend at least 20% of your committee meeting on your wildly important goal. 
Each committee should meet at least monthly and should have something to report at the next 
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meeting. Scorecard application is checking off that you held a meeting in person or by phone. 
Accountability is the council report.  
 
Discussion: 
Mark said that there were discussion items that came up during the last meeting that need to go to 
the council committees.  
 
Limits on foster parent involvement in Child & Family Team meetings 
- Offer foster parent involvement, stepping out when personal issues are being discussed. 
- In Immersion Sites foster parents are not excluded. They are included in some areas. 
- Foster parents should be included just as any other service provider working with the child. 
- Input may be submitted prior to full implementation of the Core Practice Model. 
- It seems reasonable to rely on the case worker to encourage foster parents to include foster 

parents in some of the discussion. 
- Foster parents support services for the child, visits, etc., so they should be involved in the 

C&FT meetings. 
This issue will be referred to the Policy/Legislative committee for further attention. 
 
Michelle introduced Monico Eskridge. Monico is the Association Deputy Director for the Office 
of Learning and Professional Development. She thanked the council for their dedication in 
volunteering in supporting the council work and for their participation the day’s event with birth 
parents. She thanked foster parents for their professionalism. She referenced the previous 
discussion re: the Core Practice Model, noting that requests for interpretation and 
recommendations should go to Clinical Administration. She stated that it might be an opportunity 
to partner with the birth parent council in developing recommendations. She thanked Mark and 
SWFCAC staff for attending the recent Statewide Councils meeting. She said that Maggie Poteau 
has referenced SWFCAC as the infrastructure for other councils to pattern after. 
 
Gladys is with the private sector and noted that during Child & Family Team meetings, the birth 
parents are the only ones who are not present. Monico reported that one reason why we are 
“installing” the Core Practice Model is that it is evidence and practice-informed, allowing people 
to come together on behalf of the child, offering opportunities for co-parenting and working as 
team members. Over time it has become more of a checklist completed before the meeting even 
convenes. According to rule and procedure a parent must be present. 
 
Core Practice: 
1) Family centered 
2) Model of supervisory practice 
3) Support of supervision 
 
It is a recommitment to convene effective Child & Family Team meetings. We are still under the 
BH Consent Decree, and we’re still talking about some of the same things. We are partnering with 
immersion sites to implement this as a core intervention with staff who started as facilitators, 
became coaches and became master coaches in order to skillfully conduct the meetings. There is a 
determination to reduce surrenders of parental rights to move toward return home. Distinctions are 
being made between services and needs. It will be statewide and will lead to better outcomes 
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across the board. Once data has been collected, it should not be about telling workers to change 
plans, but rather monitoring the plans that are in place. Core practice is based on “customer 
feedback” because all participants will be surveyed to evaluate the program. Monico will send the 
written Core Practice Model to the council for review.   
 
Responding to Stakeholder Concerns   Mark McDaniel 
Mark referenced a report of issues identified by the Metro Moms foster parent support group. They 
noted that attending our meeting identified resources and supports that they didn’t know existed. 
We will distribute the list to the council.  
 
Clarifying Foster Parents as Fictive Kin    Mark McDaniel 
We want to be sure that foster parents are recognized as fictive kin in a timely manner. This matter 
is being sent to the Legislative/Policy Committee for consideration.  
 
Disruption in Foster Care when Adoption is Pending Mark McDaniel 
Tina said the best way to address this issue is to make changes in policy as needed. Concerns have 
been raised about moving a child to a relative or to place with siblings after the adoption goal has 
been established. This matter is being sent to the Legislative/Policy Committee for consideration. 
 
Committee Reports 
Ken reported that the committee will meet at 7p.m. the night before the next meeting.  
*Policy and Legislation – Darrin Holt/ Ken Keefe 
Darrin noted that May is Foster Parent Appreciation Month. He reported on the following pending 
bills regarding foster care in Illinois: 
HB4360 creates a credit in an amount equal to 20% of the gross wages paid by the taxpayer to a 
qualified youth in care during that youth’s sustained employment during the taxable year, not to 
exceed $5,000. 
HB4909 provides that specified fees for birth record searches or for certified copies of birth 
records shall be waived for all requests made by a youth in care, or a person under the age of 27 
who was a youth in care, on or after his or her 19th birthday.  
HB4360 requires DCFS to assist youth in care in identifying and obtaining documents necessary to 
function as an independent adult prior to the closure of the youth’s case to terminate wardship. 
HB4964 requires DCFS to place youth in care in the least restrictive and most family-like setting 
that is consistent with the youth’s needs and best interests. 
HB5076 requires DCFS to place a locked suggestion box in each group home, shelter and 
transitional living arrangement that accepts youth in care for placement by the Department. 
SB2655 provides that in selecting a permanency goal for a minor over age 15 of substitute care 
pending independence, DCFS may provide services to enable reunification and to strengthen the 
minor’s connections with family, fictive kin, and other responsible adults, provided the services are 
in the minor’s best interests. 
SB2846 makes post-secondary education tuition and fee waivers available to youth for whom 
DCFS has court-ordered legal responsibility, youth who aged out of care at age 18 or older, or 
youth formerly under care who have been adopted and were the subject of an adoption assistance 
agreement or who have been placed in private guardianship and were the subject of a subsidized 
guardianship agreement.  
Council members may find more information at www.ilga.gov, the General Assembly web site. 
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Ken reported that the Respite letter submitted in 2015 will be submitted to the new director, asking 
for commitment.   
 
*FPSS – Denise Spires reported that the FPSS program plan is being updated. All FPSS will meet 
June 13 and 14 in Northern Illinois. 
 
Reports from Other Councils/ Committees/ Workgroups  
*CWAC       Rachel, Darrin, Mary, Gordon  
Mary reported that the meeting was cancelled. 
 
*IFAPA       Gladys Boyd 
IFAPA does not currently hold regular meetings of the membership. They do hold board meetings 
and they are working with the national association for support. Support groups have contacted 
IFAPA to attend their meetings to get more involved on a regional level. A council member asked 
about IFAPA representation statewide, but there really is no regional representation. 

 
Regional Reports 
Northern – Donna Gregory reported that the Northern Region Council will meet at 6:30 on June 7 
at the DCFS Administration Building in Aurora. They will discuss foster parent recruitment and 
will elect officers for the coming year. Foster parent support groups are meeting in all areas. RA’s 
are involved in various areas. Concerns have been expressed regarding how long it takes to get a 
response to a new foster parent application and the regional council is addressing the issue. 
 
Southern – Mark McDaniel reported that he has people interested in the SWFCAC position open to 
represent Southern Region. The region will host a Town Hall meeting in the future. 
 
Central – The next phone conference is May 22 at 10:30 a.m. They held a combined meeting in 
Quincy on the third with about 18 people present. They discussed investigations and foster parent 
rights and responsibilities. 
 
Cook North – Gordon reported meetings are being scheduled the first Tuesday of the month. 
Typically, Edith brings in a speaker. Their Foster Parent Appreciation dinner is on the 22nd.  
 
Cook South – They held a meeting, but Kelly was unable to attend. 
 
Cook Central – Denise reported that they had a meeting April 24th. They offered a two-hour core 
training for foster parents. They also had a licensing supervisor come in and speak to foster parents 
about his new open-door policy. They do not hold a meeting in May due to the Foster Parent 
Appreciation dinner on the 22nd. They hold the dinner, have entertainment and hold a raffle, etc.  
 
Motion: Ken Keefe made the motion to adjourn. Donna Gregory seconded. Meeting adjourned 
at 2:43 p.m.   
 
Next Meeting Date: May 11, 2018 – Partnering with Parents Summit, Northfield Center, 
Springfield 
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Potential Agenda Items:  
Medical Marijuana 
Adoption timeline  
Service Appeals 
Set Rules for Public Comment 
Invite Nick Sauer Legislative Liaison from DCFS to attend 


