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2021 Notice of Funding Opportunity
Funding Opportunity: Illinois Department of Natural Resources -- Coastal Management Program
Announcement Type: Initial Announcement
Federal Agency Name: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Dept. of Commerce
CFDA Number: 11.419
CSFA Number: 422-30-0103
Opportunity Number: 103-614
Pre-Application Deadline: 5pm on April 14, 2021
Full-Application Deadline: 45 Days after notification of a successful pre-application, date TBD
Grant Start Date: Spring 2021 Grant End Date: Fall 2023
Minimum Grant: $1,000
Maximum Grant: $150,000
Match Requirement: 1:1*
Application Materials: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/opengrants
*Local Government Applicants from Economically Challenged Communities qualify for reduced match
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2021 Notice of Funding Opportunity
Pre-applications are now being accepted for IDNR Coastal Management Program Grants through April
14, 2021 at 5 pm. Full Applications will be due approximately 45 days after applicants are notified of
successful pre-applications, date TBD.

Overview
IDNR Coastal Management Program Grants protect, preserve, and restore the natural and cultural
resources along the Illinois Lake Michigan shoreline. Funding is available for projects that 1) improve the
health of the coast and Lake Michigan, 2) enhance coastal public access, recreation, and coastaldependent economic development, and 3) advance coastal community resilience.
This funding opportunity is administered by the Coastal Management Program (CMP), part of the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR). Federal funding for CMP originates through a cooperative
agreement between IDNR and the National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration (NOAA)’s Office of
Ocean and Coastal Resource Management.
Eligible applicants include units of local government (e.g., municipalities, park districts, school districts,
forest preserve districts), universities, and non-profit organizations. Private individuals, for-profit
organizations, and organizations that cannot be pre-qualified through the State of Illinois grantee portal
(https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/) are not eligible to receive grant funds. For planning projects, we
require a letter of commitment from the landowner if the applicant does not own the land. Public
landowners and long-term lease holders are the only eligible applicants for on-the-ground projects such
as low-cost construction or habitat restoration.
Applicants may request between $1,000 and $150,000, with a 1:1 match required for most projects.
Local governmental applicants from Economically Challenged Communities qualify for a lower match
requirement. Citizen science grant are limited to $10,000. The funding period is 18 months, beginning
fall 2019 and ending spring 2021. Precise start and end dates depend upon approval by NOAA and state
funding authorization. Proposed projects can take fewer than 18 months, but not more. Performance
reporting is required quarterly for projects $25,000 and over, and twice annually for smaller projects.
Final narrative reports are required after project completion.
Match must be directly related to work within the Coastal area. This is a reimbursement grant. Full
documentation of all grant and match expenses is required for reimbursement. Total funding available
in past rounds has ranged from $550,000 to $975,000 per funding year.
The deadline for pre-applications is 5pm CST, April 14, 2021. Submissions must be emailed to
DNR.CMP@illinois.gov by this deadline to be considered for funding. Summaries of previously-funded
projects are available on our website at: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/opengrants.aspx.
Multiple applications may be submitted by the same organization, but each application must be for a
stand-alone project and cannot depend upon funding the other application(s).
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Background
The Illinois Lake Michigan Coastal Area stretches from the Wisconsin border to the Indiana border and
includes portions of 24 communities with over 117,000 households, 52 beaches, more than 50 forest
preserves and local parks, as well as two state parks. The region is economically diverse and includes
portions of some of the poorest and richest communities in the state. It is also ecologically diverse,
occupying a transitional zone between the forests of the upper Midwest and the downstate prairies, and
contains valuable remnant wetlands.
Effective coastal resource management reflects the reality on the ground and prioritizes coastal problem
solving at a local to regional scale. In Illinois, coastal management tackles local coastal issues ranging
from invasive species to coastal erosion to inequities in coastal recreational access.
The goals of this funding opportunity include: enhancing and protecting coastal habitats and species;
improving coastal public access, recreation, and coastal dependent economic development; and
supporting coastal community resilience. We encourage applicants to review existing plans and to think
through how your proposed project aligns with previous and ongoing work in the region.

Geography
CMP works within a designated coastal area. To receive funding, a project must advance CMP’s priorities
within the coastal area boundary. Habitat and low-cost construction projects (including signage) must be
located entirely within the Illinois coastal area.
Here are some resources to determine whether your project is within the coastal area
•

Zoomable Google Map:
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zjYdrXWqrOnI.kIY3ESxnNVrc

•

PDF Maps:
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/boundaries.aspx
(links are on the sidebar on the right halfway down the page)

•

Google Earth layer:
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Documents/GoogleEarthLayerCoastalZone.kmz

•

ArcGIS layer:
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Documents/CoastalZoneBoundary.zip
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Figure 1: Map of the Illinois Coastal Area
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Funding Category 1: Coastal Habitats and Species
Background
The Illinois Coastal Area, while highly urbanized, contains a variety of remnant habitats including oak
savannah, woodlands, coastal bluffs and ravines, prairies, wetlands, urbanized waterways, beaches, and
dune/swale habitats, as well as nearshore habitat, ancient cobble reefs, and open-water benthic and
pelagic habitats. Habitat loss and degradation have caused a wide range of issues ranging from impaired
water quality to invasive species to reduced ecosystem services.
Overview of the goals of this category
Projects in this category implement the Lake Michigan and Coastal Campaign of the Illinois Wildlife
Action Plan (linked below), protect and improve coastal habitats for the species that depend upon them,
mitigate threats to habitats or species, or lay the groundwork for future conservation. Projects must
show clear connection and make progress toward these goals.
2021 Funding Priorities
All eligible projects that meet the goals above will be considered for funding, however,
projects achieving the following objectives will be given preference in 2021.
•

Provide educational programming, outreach, and/or resources that highlight coastal-specific
natural habitats, species, and the value of our coastal natural resources.
Examples include but are not limited to: school-based educational programming; community
outreach and awareness materials or programs; interpretive signage; creation of curricula or
other education or outreach materials; events, workshops, or symposia.

•

Enhance and restore publicly-owned and accessible coastal habitats, especially ravines and
wetlands, that are hydrologically-connected to Lake Michigan.
Examples include but are not limited to: habitat restoration and management; invasive species
removal; beach or stream clean ups; restoration planning; shoreline planning, building
partnership coalitions.

•

Improve nearshore habitats by addressing sources of water quality degradation.
Examples include but are not limited to: planning to identify, prioritize and address significant
shoreline stormwater management issues; identifying and reducing barriers to best
management practice implementation; and installation of BMPs on land with a direct
hydrological connection to Lake Michigan.

Category-Specific Resources
Lake Michigan and Coastal Campaign of the Wildlife Action Plan:
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Documents/2019RFP/LakeMichiganCoastalCampaign_IWAP.p
df
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Funding Category 2: Coastal Public Access, Recreation, and Coastal Dependent
Economic Development
Background
Recreation and public access amenities in the Illinois Coastal Area include parks, forest preserves,
swimming beaches, canoe and kayak launches, hiking and biking trails, boat launches, fishing piers, and
so much more. Ports, harbors, and marinas contribute to local and regional economic vitality.
Enhancement of these opportunities improves quality of life, draws in tourists, creates jobs, and
enhances the coastal-dependent economy.
Overview of the goals of this category
Projects in this category support and facilitate coastal resource-related economic development,
including recreation, access, and tourism.
2021 Funding Priorities
All eligible projects that meet the goals above will be considered for funding, however,
projects achieving the following objectives will be given preference in 2021.
•

Enhance and promote Lake Michigan coastal recreation opportunities in Illinois and regionally.
Examples include but are not limited to: recreation and tourism programming that connects
under-served, diverse, and economically disadvantaged populations to coastal resources;
community outreach and awareness materials or programs; interpretive signage; recreational
wayfinding signage or resources; regional tourism planning; improvements to recreational
amenities such as trails, boat launches, piers, etc.; creation of curricula or other education or
outreach materials; events, workshops, or symposia.

•

Improve economic viability and capacity of Illinois’ Lake Michigan coastal ports, harbors, and
marinas.
Examples include but are not limited to: low cost public access improvements to publicly-owned
ports or marinas; sustainability planning; needs assessments and feasibility studies;
implementation of clean marina best management practices.

Funding Category 3: Coastal Community Resilience
Background
The Lake Michigan shoreline is a dynamic system. Coastal Hazards such as shoreline erosion, sand
accretion, stormwater volume, and flooding pose major challenges. The health and vitality of coastal
communities requires sustainable solutions to coastal challenges that balance the needs of shoreline
residents, recreational users, business and nature.
Overview of the goals of this category
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Projects in this category move communities towards sustainable solutions that mitigate coastal hazards.
Goals include improved understanding and awareness of coastal hazards, facilitation of planning for
long-term solutions, and increased coordination and collaboration among communities to solve regional
problems together. Projects must show clear connection and make progress toward these goals.
2021 Funding Priorities
All eligible projects that meet the goals above will be considered for funding, however, projects
achieving the following objective will be given preference in 2021.
•

Increase the capacity of communities to protect coastal infrastructure, shorelines and
community resources to mitigate coastal hazards and ensure the long-term sustainability of
community assets.
Examples include but are not limited to outreach, education and training; building partnership
coalitions; hazard vulnerability assessment and planning; development of tools or resources to
improve decision-making.
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Grant Program Rules and Guidelines
Restrictions
Grant and match funds cannot be used for:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Food and beverage
On-the-ground or site-specific planning projects outside of the Coastal Area (see Figure 1)
Land acquisition
Academic research
Any costs that are not allowed under section 306A of the Coastal Zone Management Act:
https://coast.noaa.gov/data/czm/media/guide306a.pdf. This includes large-scale construction,
improvements that result in private or commercial gain, hardened shoreline structures, beach
re-nourishment, dredging, gray infrastructure, transportation projects, and general recreational
facilities such as playground equipment.
Any costs that are not allowed under Federal Grant Cost Principles as defined by 2 CFR 200,
Subpart E: https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2017-title2-vol1/xml/CFR-2017-title2-vol1part200-subpartE.xml.

See our FAQ or contact CMP for more details.
Habitat and Low-Cost Construction Project Requirements
Public land owners and long-term lease holders are the only eligible applicants for habitat and low-cost
construction projects. The pre-application process for habitat restoration projects and low-cost
construction projects (such as trails, interpretive kiosks, kayak launches, etc.) is the same as for any
other project.
If you are invited to submit a full application, habitat and low-cost construction projects require, at
minimum, the following documentation:
• Habitat and Low-Cost Construction Checklist
• Proof of ownership such as a notarized affidavit or title insurance commitment
• Lease, if applicable
Additional documentation will be required depending upon project specifics. Forms and additional
instructions will be provided to successful applicants.
Please note that the NOAA approval process for Habitat and Low-Cost Construction projects can be
lengthy and may delay the start date of projects. Plan accordingly. Additionally, project funding may be
cancelled if irresolvable issues are discovered during this approval process.
If your project is selected for funding, the following requirements apply:
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•
•

Public access projects and project plans must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The project must be maintained for a minimum of 20-years.

Reduced Match Requirement for Economically Challenged Communities
Most applicants are required to provide a 1:1 match, meaning the grant funds 50% of the total project
cost.
The only exception is local governmental applicants from Economically Challenged Communities, which
qualify for a 1:3 match requirement (which means the grant funds 75% of the total project cost).
•

•
•

Economically Challenged Communities for this round of grants are defined as communities
partially or completely within the Illinois coastal area having a 2017 per capita equalized
assessed valuation (EAV) below $15,000 and more than 15% of the population below the
national poverty level according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
For this round of grants, local government entities in the following municipalities qualify: North
Chicago, Waukegan, Zion, Blue Island, Calumet City, Calumet Park, Dolton, Riverdale and
Burnham.
The criteria for Economically Challenged Communities are specific to this funding opportunity. It
may be modified in subsequent grant rounds for this program to better assist such communities
within the coastal area in accessing this funding program.

Pre-Application Selection and Notification
The purpose of the pre-application is to give the applicant an opportunity to briefly explain the merits
and quality of their proposed project so that reviewers can determine whether the project meets the
following criteria to move forward with a Full Application.
Pre-Application Selection Criteria
• Received as a complete pre-application packet by the deadline
• Eligible for funding
• Focus Area Alignment
• Need
• Anticipated Impact
• Feasibility
• Quality of proposal
Pre-applications will be reviewed by IDNR Coastal Management Program Staff and Technical
Advisory Committee. We will notify applicants in May 2021 on pre-application decisions. Select
applicants will be invited to submit a Full Application.
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Full Application Selection and Grant Awards
Full Applications will be due approximately 45 days after applicants are notified of successful preapplications, date TBD. All applicants submitting Full Applications must be pre-qualified on the Grant
Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA) Website: https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/.
Full Applications reviewed by IDNR Coastal Management Program Staff and Technical Advisory
Committee. Projects with the highest point totals will be recommended for funding.
Full Application Scoring Criteria
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Focus Area Alignment (16 points)
Need (10 points)
Anticipated Impact (10 points)
Feasibility and Timeline (6 points)
Quality of Proposal (6 points)
Capacity and Qualifications (3 points)
Cost Effectiveness (3 points)
Under-Served Communities and Populations (3 points)
Partnerships and Local Support (3 points)
Performance Measures (-3 points)
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS: 60

Projects selected for funding at the full-application stage are subject to the State of Illinois
Comprehensive Environmental Review Process (CERP) and National Environment Policy Act Review
(NEPA) as well as approval by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the IDNR
Director.
Successful applicants must accept a Notice of State Award on the GATA Grantee Portal and will be
required to enter into a grant agreement with the IDNR that includes standard terms and conditions
that are not subject to modification. Failure of a successful applicant to complete all required steps will
result in cancellation of the grant award.

Release of Information
•
•

Application information cannot be kept confidential. Grant applications are considered public
information under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/2.5.
The NOAA Environmental Data Sharing Policy requires all grant recipients to make
environmental data and information collected through this grant program visible, accessible,
and independently understandable to general users at no cost no later than two years after the
data are collected or created. Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) compliant metadata
are also required.
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Submission Instructions
1) Download Pre-Application Packet from our website:
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/opengrants.aspx
2) Follow all instructions in the Pre-Application Packet
3) Email submission to DNR.CMP@illinois.gov by 5pm on April 14,
2021

Contact Information
For more information on IDNR Coastal Management Program Grants, contact:
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Coastal Management Program
160 N. LaSalle St., Suite S-703
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-814-6414
Email: DNR.CMP@illinois.gov
Website: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/opengrants.aspx
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