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Message from Director Colleen Callahan

You likely know that April showers bring May flowers. But
you might not know that when April is here it brings a New
Year. You see, this month signals the beginning of a new
season for outdoor recreation enthusiasts in Illinois. On April
1, our new state fishing and hunting regulations took effect –
and that’s no fooling!

April 1 also is the first date on which 2021 Illinois fishing,
hunting, and sportsman combination licenses are required. Those new 2021
licenses, which have been available for purchase since March 1, will be valid
through March 31, 2022.
As you look forward to the new seasons of outdoor activities, please remember
the money you spend on fishing and hunting licenses in Illinois is invested by the
IDNR back into making fishing and hunting better in Illinois. License revenues
help the Division of Fisheries produce fish at our state hatcheries – fish which are
stocked in waters throughout the state. License revenues support wildlife management programs and habitat enhancement projects that help us offer outstanding hunting opportunities.
The sale of state fishing and hunting licenses also generates federal funds for
Illinois wildlife and fisheries management through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Wildlife Restoration and Sport Fish Restoration programs. Those federal
funds are from federal excise taxes on purchases of everything from fishing gear
to boat motor fuel, and they’re apportioned to the state based on the number of
licenses, permits, and stamps purchased by outdoors enthusiasts in Illinois.
Our new online and retail license, permit, and campsite reservation systems –
available at ExploreMoreIL.com and Camp.ExploreMoreIL.com – make it easy to
buy the licenses you need, reserve the campsites you’d like, and apply for the
permits you want for the seasons ahead.
Whether you decide to purchase your license online with a credit card and print
it out at home, or get your license at one of the hundreds of retail outlets where
Illinois licenses are available, please remember to get your license soon to enjoy
all the recreation opportunities that await us in 2021.
					Colleen Callahan
					

Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

DNR in the News
IRAP provides outdoor
activities on private,
leased land
Cahokia Mounds
reservations now available
Even in mud season,
Mackinaw River State
Fish & Wildlife Area
worth exploring
QC students will learn
during field trip because
of Illinois grant program
IDNR Expanding
Use of Cover Crops

Highlights
Illinois 2021 Spring Trout Fishing Season Opens April 3
The 2021 Illinois Spring Trout Fishing Season will open
Saturday, April 3 at more than 50 ponds, lakes and
streams throughout the state. Get your fishing license
and trout stamp today and enjoy fishing for tasty trout
beginning April 3.

IDNR Launches New Outdoor Recreation Licensing
and Campground Reservation Platform
The new IDNR user-friendly licensing, registration and
reservation platform for outdoor enthusiasts interested in
hunting, fishing, boating, snowmobiling and camping is
now available. Visitors to https://ExploreMoreIL.com and
https://Camp.ExploreMoreIL.com will discover quick and
easy solutions for hunting and fishing licensing and permitting, campsite reservations and more, on any device,
at any time.
2021 Firearm and Muzzleloader Deer Hunting
Resident Illinois hunters can apply now for the first lottery
drawings for 2021 Firearm and Muzzleloader-Only Deer
Season permits. The first lottery application deadline is
April 30.

Statewide Offices
Springfield, IL
217-782-6302
Bartlett, IL
847-608-3100
Benton, IL
618-435-8138
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Illinois State Museum Announces Women’s History
Series and Trail
Walk in the Footsteps of Illinois women and listen to
their stories through the Illinois State Museum’s “In Her
Footsteps Series” in April, May, and June. Each program
in the series will occur online on the fourth Tuesday of
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Highlights

Click for info

Order your lapel
pin today!
2021 pins are
in stock now.
Available online,
choose from deer,
turkey, bluegill,
duck, pheasant
and morel
mushroom - or
order all of them.
These special
collector pins
cost $5.00 each.
www.ilconservation.org

Governor Pritzker Announces $24.9 Million for
Park and Recreational Facility Projects
Governor JB Pritzker announced more than $24.9 million
in state grant funding for local governments to construct,
renovate, and improve buildings or purchase land to be
used for public access and recreation. The funding
is available through the Park and Recreational Facility
Construction Act (PARC) grant program, part of the
Governor’s Rebuild Illinois capital program.
Gov. Pritzker Announces $885,300 in Grants for Local
Bike Path Projects
Governor JB Pritzker announced $885,300 in grants for local
projects that will help communities develop and improve
bike path facilities throughout Illinois. The grants provide
critical funding for local governments to develop or improve
existing bike paths, a good investment in safe transportation
that also expands local recreation opportunities.
Gov. Pritzker Announces $721,500
in Boat Access Area Grants
Governor JB Pritzker announced 2021 Boat Access
Area Development grants totaling $721,500 have been
awarded to five communities. The grants will help local
communities improve public boat and canoe access
areas on Illinois’ lakes and rivers.

IDNR Accepting Grant Applications for Illinois
Natural Areas Stewardship
The IDNR is accepting applications for grants for Illinois
Natural Areas Stewardship projects, April 1 through May
28, 2021. Click here for details on applicant eligibility and
more information.
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Highlights
2021 Fishing Regulation Information
The Illinois Fishing 2021 Regulation Information Guide is
now available. Check out the guide and learn more about
fishing in Illinois. English. Spanish.

Click for info

IDNR Launches New Website to
Encourage Habitat Protection
The IDNR has launched the new CICADA (Conservation
Inclusive Construction and Development Archive) website, an online resource which aims to engage the public
and private sectors in habitat protection, restoration, and
biodiversity conservation through voluntary actions.

Click for info

Old State Capitol Closed for Restoration Project
The Old State Capitol building in Springfield is closed to
visitors through late April while contractor crews work on
a repair and restoration project at the state historic site.
Click for info

This is an
informational page.

DO NOT MAIL
this page with your
application.

Teachers of grades prekindergarten through 12 in Illinois, including home-schooling teachers, may apply to the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) through the ENTICE (Environment and Nature Training Institute for Conservation
Education) program to receive funding for natural resources-related field trips. Funding priority is given to single-day, outdoor
field trips.

INSTRUCTIONS: 2022 Application Requirements and Information

Click for info

Grants are only available to teachers of grades prekindergarten through 12 in Illinois schools and home-schooling teachers in
Illinois and are awarded for the purpose of studying some aspect of Illinois’ biodiversity. “Biodiversity” refers to the variety of life
in an area. The field trip should support Illinois natural resources topics currently being taught in the applicant’s curriculum. The
field trip site must be in Illinois. Field trips for agricultural and historical topics will not be funded. If you are unsure that your field
trip topic qualifies for a grant, please contact the IDNR Division of Education at dnr.teachkids@illinois.gov or 217-524-4126.
Items eligible for funding include transportation and compensation for substitute teachers for those teachers who are participating
in the field trip. Admission fees and program fees directly related to the field trip will be considered only if ample funds are available.
Judges have the right to partially fund requests.
There is a $500 limit per teacher. Multiple teachers within the same school can collaborate on a field trip. The collaborating
teachers must attend the same field trip on the same day. If you have questions about eligibility, please contact the IDNR Division
of Education (see contact information in the first dot point) before submitting your application. NOTE: In order to qualify for the
$500 maximum per teacher in a collaborative field trip, each teacher must be accompanying his or her own students. Bus
transportation costs for collaborative field trips may not exceed $1,000.00 regardless of the number of participating
teachers.
Priority is given to single-day, outdoor field trips. Unless there is an overnight component, each field trip date must be represented
by its own application. The number of grants awarded is based on available funding.
One grant distribution period is held per year. APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JANUARY 31, 2022. Applications are
reviewed by a committee and notification will be made no sooner than four weeks after the application deadline. No reimbursement
will be made for field trips occurring prior to grant award notification. Funds must be applied to a field trip before December 31,
2022.
You must submit the original and THREE copies, each collated and stapled, of the entire application, including attachments.
INFORMATION FOR THE APPLICATION MUST BE ORIGINAL. DO NOT COPY OTHER APPLICATION FORMS. DO NOT USE AN
OUTDATED APPLICATION FORM.
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED!
(Instructions continued on next page.)
This is an informational page. DO NOT MAIL THIS PAGE WITH YOUR APPLICATION.
Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all
individuals regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other non-merit factors. If you believe you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office
and/or the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271; 217/785-0067; TTY 217/782-9175.
Printed by the Authority of the State of Illinois • 3/21 • DNR-ED-210111
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IDNR Biodiversity Field Trip Grants
More than 2,000 students will visit Illinois state parks,
natural areas, museums and other natural resources sites
this year to learn about nature and conservation thanks to
grant funding through the Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip
Grant Program. More than $34,000 in donated funds will
support 37 field trip grants.

Highlights
IDNR Accepting Grant Applications for Fire Protection,
Wildlife Rehabilitation, Furbearer Projects, and
Coastal Management
IDNR is now accepting applications for grants through four
different programs: the Volunteer Fire Assistance Program,
the Special Wildlife Funds Wildlife Preservation Fund –
Wildlife Rehabilitation Facilities Program, State Furbearer
Fund, and the Coastal Management Grants Program.

Click for info

IDNR Awards Grants for Pheasant Habitat Projects
IDNR announced the approval of $151,645 in grants
for wildlife habitat projects through the State Pheasant
Fund Special Wildlife Funds Grant Program. The program
provides for enhancing pheasant wildlife habitat through
projects developed by not-for-profit organizations and
governmental entities. Funding for the program comes
from the sale of Habitat Stamps to hunters.

Click for info

Enjoy Customized Virtual Tours of Dana-Thomas
House in Springfield
The IDNR now offers virtual tours of the Dana-Thomas
House State Historic Site in Springfield. The virtual tours
will feature a live, on-screen interpreter as well as recorded
segments of must-see features and interactive discussions
that guide guests virtually through many of the rooms in the
12,000-square-foot Frank Lloyd Wright-designed mansion.

Click for info

Walk, Hike and Bike History Tours in Springfield
The IDNR State Historic Sites in Springfield will host a
series of “Walk, Hike and Bike History” tours from April
through mid-November. Participants can enjoy a fun and
educational outdoor experience in the capital city.

Click for info

Visit DNR on

Facebook and

Twitter
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