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Message from Director Colleen Callahan
Illinois Caverns, a beautiful and unique IDNR site in southwest
Illinois, has reopened – and we are excited to welcome
visitors back to the site.
I was pleased to join our site staff and other nature enthusiasts
at Illinois Caverns recently for a ceremonial grand reopening
of the site. Illinois Caverns, along with all IDNR-managed
caves in Illinois, were closed in 2010 as a precaution against
the spread of White-nose Syndrome (WNS). While the disease cannot be transmitted to humans or other animals, it is a fatal disease which affects certain types
of cave-dwelling bats.
IDNR biologists have since determined that, compared to other caves and mines
in Illinois testing positive for WNS, the prevalence of the disease in bats hibernating within Illinois Caverns has been relatively low. Also, the bat population, never
significant in this cave, seems to be the about the same.
I want to congratulate our parks staff, led by Land Management Director Von
Bandy and Site Superintendent Mic Middleton, for working to ensure the safe
reopening of Illinois Caverns for local wildlife, the native ecosystem, and for site
visitors. As Von noted, “We are always looking for ways to engage with the state’s
diverse population and Illinois Caverns is like no other IDNR site. There are so
many excellent opportunities for everyone from school-aged children to adults
looking for something other than one of our existing outdoor program offerings.”
Illinois Caverns is open seasonally from April through October, Wednesday
through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; new visitors are not permitted to enter the
caves after 2 p.m. If you’re interested in visiting, and have your own hard hats and
lights, be sure to bring them with you as the site has only a limited number for
visitors. Find more information on Illinois Caverns on the IDNR website.

DNR in the News
Bigger Boats
I&M Canal Gateway
Gardens Dedicated
in Lockport
Hanover Township
plans $800,000 upgrade
to Izaak Walton site
Staffing at Parks

Highlights
National Association of State Foresters
Congratulates Illinois DNR
The IDNR Division of Forest Resources was recognized by
the National Association of State Foresters for completion
of a NASF Centennial Challenge, conducting 100 contacts and initiatives involving expanded efforts in urban
and community forestry in Illinois this year. Accomplishments include recruiting and approving communities
for the Tree City USA program, assisting with approval of
new municipal tree ordinances, provided new tree inventory and forest management planning assistance, and
assistance for local tree planting efforts.
2021 CONSERVATION ACHIEVEMENT
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED
BY ILLINOIS CONSERVATION FOUNATION
The Illinois Conservation Foundation (ICF) announced
the selections of Mariama Bah of Zion, Ava Benstine of
Oswego, Levi Buckrop of Taylor Ridge, Felicity Guttmann
of Edwardsville, and Elizabeth Kleinert of Ashkum as the
recipients of the 2021 Conservation Achievement
Scholarships. The high school seniors each will receive
$2,000 to apply for specified college expenses.
IDNR Announces Summer Urban Fishing Clinics
in Southern Illinois
Learning how to fish is fun and free for youngsters and
families during IDNR Urban Fishing Program summer
fishing clinics at select locations in southern Illinois. The
free clinics are open to kids, families, seniors, and groups
interested in learning to fish and enjoying a day outdoors.
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Illinois History Field Trip Grants
Attention teachers! Take your students on a field trip to
study Illinois’ history.

Highlights

Click for info

It’s that time again to
nominate inductees for
the Illinois Conservation
Foundation’s Illinois
Outdoor Hall of Fame.
The Illinois Conservation
Foundation recognizes
individuals who have
continually shown exemplary service, dedication,
and commitment in
improving conservation
efforts and outdoor
recreation opportunities
in Illinois.
Inductee activities and
their accomplishments
might include preserving and enhancing fish
& wildlife habitat, to
promoting and engaging
individuals in hunting,
fishing, conservation, and
safety education, or in
spearheading efforts to
restore and protect Illinois’ lakes and rivers.
If you know someone
who is deserving of
this honor, please
nominate them by
July 12 at this link.
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Register for the 2021 Rough Fish Roundup
Kaskaskia River State Fish and Wildlife Area will host the
2021 Rough Fish Roundup Bowfishing Tournament at
Wood Duck Marina in Baldwin, Illinois, Saturday, July 17.

Family Events at Lincoln’s New Salem State
Historic Site
Walk where Abraham Lincoln walked. Lincoln’s New Salem
State Historic Site near Petersburg is hosting fun family events
throughout 2021.

DAR Donation to Dana-Thomas House State Historic Site
Representatives of the Illinois State Organization Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) recently presented
a donation of $25,000 to the Dana-Thomas House State
Historic Site in Springfield in support of historic preservation at the Susan Lawrence Dana Cottage on the grounds
of the site.

Starved Rock Lodge and Conference Center
The IDNR and Nolan Capital have announced the company will manage Starved Rock Lodge and Conference
Center, located in the heart of Starved Rock State Park.

Highlights
Click for info

Click for info

Click for info

Click for info

Click for info
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Paddlers Reminded to be Safe
on the Water This Summer
Safety on the water should be a priority for all boaters this
summer – from motorboat operators and passengers to
those boaters who prefer non-motorized watercraft. IDNR
Conservation Police and Safety Education experts remind
paddlers to stay alert to their surroundings, weather and
water conditions, and other factors that can put them at
risk on Illinois lakes, rivers, and streams.
Charges Brought in Wabash County Poaching Case
IDNR Conservation Police, working in cooperation
with Wabash County State’s Attorney Kelli Storckman,
announced multiple felony and misdemeanor charges
have been filed against three juveniles and an adult in a
significant wildlife poaching case.

Video Podcasts
The IDNR Division of Education offers hundreds of video
podcasts ranging from informational to lesson demonstrations on a variety of topics. The podcasts can also be
found on YouTube.

IDNR Announces 2021 Schedule
of Waterfowl Blind Site Drawings
Waterfowl hunters are encouraged to mark their calendars for upcoming waterfowl hunting blind site random
drawings to be held at several public hunting areas in
Illinois in July and August. Since the state has entered
Phase 5, the Department intends to hold traditional
blind drawings at all sites not already drawn, with current
guidance from the CDC and Illinois Department of Public
Health regarding use of face coverings and social distancing being observed. Participants are also reminded
to follow any site-specific drawing procedures.

Highlights
Safety Education Classes
There are four mandatory Safety Education Programs in
Illinois - Boating, Hunting, Trapping, and Snowmobiling.
Classes are being scheduled, so register today.
Click for info

Davis Mansion Celebrates the
Glorious Garden Festival July 16-17
The David Davis Mansion State Historic Site will celebrate
the 25th Anniversary of the Glorious Garden Festival
on the grounds of the historic mansion at 1000 Monroe
Drive in Bloomington from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday,
July 16, and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, July 17.

Click for info

Conservation World – Illinois State Fair
Plan to join us at Conservation World at the 2021 Illinois
State Fair in Springfield. Conservation World, a 30-acre
park on the state fairgrounds, will be open from 10:00
a.m.-7:00 p.m. Aug. 13-22 with free activities and entertainment for families.

Click for info

Make Camping Reservation On-line
Online reservations for IDNR campsites, cabins, group
camps, and shelters can be made through the ExploreMoreIL website using Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

Click for info
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