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Message from Director Colleen Callahan
Summer is here and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources encourages you to enjoy our state and all it has to
offer. Our IDNR staff looks forward to seeing you as you seek
outdoor recreation opportunities and educational time at our
historic sites and museums.
Governor Pritzker recently announced Illinois’ “Time For Me
to Drive” campaign, coordinated by the Illinois Office of Tourism, to encourage all of us to hop in the car or truck and travel the highways and
back roads of Illinois this summer.
Tourism officials note an increased interest in traveling by car heading into this
summer, and Illinois has a lot to offer to those thinking about everything from a
day-trip to a weekend to a longer vacation.
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For history buffs, our Springfield State Historic Sites team is ready to welcome
you, with free reservations for tours and special free Walk, Hike and Bike History
Tours on weekdays and weekends all summer in Springfield.
The Illinois State Museum has a variety of summer events, exhibitions, and special programs for children and families on Illinois’ art, culture, history and more
in Springfield, at Dickson Mounds Museum near Lewistown, and at the Lockport
Gallery in Lockport.
Illinois state parks, fish and wildlife areas, recreational areas, and natural areas
provide easy destinations to which you and your family can drive to enjoy hiking,
picnics, wildlife watching, boating, fishing, trail riding, family reunions, and great
places simply to enjoy the natural wonders and relax.
Communities located near our state parks welcome visitors throughout the year
with festivals, fairs, great places to shop, and delicious places to eat.
Interest in camping has been surging, so make plans ahead of time and reserve
your state park campsite in advance. It is easy to do with our new IDNR campsite
reservation system.
No matter where you take a road trip in Illinois this summer, you’ll find fun and
excitement. We are all eager to get away and take a drive. Visit the IDNR website
and the Illinois Office of Tourism website for great ideas, pack the family in the car
or truck, and hit the road this summer. As the campaign song says, it’s “Time For
Me to Drive!” Take a “staycation” and explore more in Illinois.
					Colleen Callahan

					Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

DNR in the News
Great Lakes Piping
Plovers are Back in Illinois
Jacksonville’s Lake
Mauvaisterre Ready for
Bigger Boats

Highlights
Boat Safely This Sumer
Illinois’ busiest boating season is here, and IDNR
Conservation Police remind you to wear your life
jacket and always drive sober when operating a boat.

Elburn Station Community
Park Opens
Glenview Park District
Debuts Historic Wagner
Farm’s Adventure Area

Illinois Free Fishing Days June 18-21
The 2021 Illinois Free Fishing Days celebration will take
place June 18-21, the Friday through Monday coinciding
with Father’s Day weekend. During this four-day celebration of fishing in Illinois, you can fish without purchasing a
fishing license, salmon stamp, or inland trout stamp. Give
fishing a try during Free Fishing Days!

2021 Illinois Spring Turkey Season Update
Hunters harvested a preliminary statewide total of
13,383 wild turkeys during the 2021 Illinois Spring
Turkey Season.

Fishing Tournaments
Check out and register for a fishing tournament. Youth
fishing tournaments are also available. More details are
available on the I Fish Illinois website.

Statewide Offices
Springfield, IL
217-782-6302
Bartlett, IL
847-608-3100
Benton, IL
618-435-8138
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Join today for just $35!
By becoming a
member of the ICF,
your support will help
build, preserve, and
restore conservation
all across Illinois. As an
ICF member, you’ll also
receive these exclusive
member benefits:
Personalized
• Membership Card
• ICF Branded Neck
Gaiter & Vinyl Sticker
• VIP Opportunities at
Future ICF Events

Bicycle Trails Designated in
Lake Glendale Recreation Area
Mountain bike enthusiasts will soon have access to the
first bicycle trails designated in the Shawnee National
Forest. Approximately 19 miles between Lake Glendale
Recreation Area and Dixon Springs State Park will now
be open with a dual designation for mountain bike use
as well as hiking.
Register Today for Wingshooting Clinics
IDNR is working with a variety of partners and sponsors to
host wingshooting clinics at locations throughout Illinois.
The clinics are conducted on weekends through early fall
each year, and more information and registration details
are available on the IDNR website.

Fiber Art Exhibition at Illinois State Museum
A new exhibition, Ancestral Threads: The Fiber Art
of Sherise Wright, opened May 28 at the Illinois State
Museum in Springfield. The exhibition celebrates the
art and tradition of African American quilting through
the work of the late Calumet City, Illinois fiber artist
Sherise Marie Wright.

Nolan Capital will manage White Pines Lodge
The IDNR has announced Nolan Capital will manage
White Pines Lodge at White Pines Forest State Park. The
lodge and restaurant are reopening soon.
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Juneteenth Art Exhibition at Illinois State Museum
A collaboration with Springfield’s Juneteenth, Inc., the
new exhibition Noir features works of art by artists of
color from Illinois, Missouri, and Texas in celebration of
Juneteenth. Juneteenth is tied to the story of enslaved
Black people in Galveston, Texas, who learned of their
emancipation nearly two and a half years after the Emancipation Proclamation.
Be a Hero
Biologists doing spring surveys have found species that
don’t belong in Illinois rivers, streams, lakes, and ponds.
Care should be taken when setting up water gardens to
assure that species are not lost to flooding, and are never
released directly into lakes and ponds. Be A Hero –
Release Zero!

June – Kids for Conservation®
Kids for Conservation® is a monthly online feature that
highlights natural resources topics with information and a
video podcast. Resources for teachers are included, too.
Click for info

Click for info

Click for info
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Help Injured or Orphaned Wildlife
If you find sick or injured wildlife, either leave the animal
or bird where you found it or call a wildlife rehabilitator.
Call the local animal control office or police department
for assistance if the animal poses a threat to public health
or safety. You should not try to care for wildlife yourself. It
is illegal to keep wildlife in captivity or as pets in Illinois.

Highlights
Visit Illinois State Historic Sites This Summer
The IDNR welcomes families to visit one or all 56 state
historic sites and memorials covering more than 2,000
years of Illinois history.
Click for info

Firearm Deer Permit Application Lottery
Applications are due by June 30 for the second lottery
drawing for 2021 Illinois Firearm Deer and Muzzleloader-only Deer permits.

Click for info

Click for info

Click for info

Visit DNR on

Facebook and

Twitter
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