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Message from Director Colleen Callahan

Throughout the winter, many of us have been counting the
days to spring – and as spring begins during this month of
March, we are excited about the prospects of getting out of
the house in search of interesting things to do.
Whatever kind of outing you’re planning this spring, the
IDNR is ready to welcome you at our Illinois state parks, state
museum locations, and state historic sites.

Whether you enjoy hiking, biking, picnics, wildlife watching, fishing, boating,
camping, hunting, or just sitting on a park bench in a beautiful natural setting,
Illinois state parks, fish and wildlife areas, recreation areas, and natural area sites
are great destinations year round.

Find Out More
DNR Home Page

Natural Resources
Parks and Recreation
Mines and Minerals
Hunting and Trapping
Fishing
Education/Outreach
Safety and Rules
Online Services

IDNR Careers
IDNR offers a wide
array of professional
careers in the conservation
and natural resource
arena. Click here to see
the job openings available.

www2.illinois.gov/dnr

A directory of Illinois State Parks can be found on the IDNR website with plenty of
ideas to help you explore the outdoors.
The Illinois State Museum sites in Springfield, at Dickson Mounds Museum near
Lewistown, and the Lockport Gallery in Lockport help families explore our state’s
past and present, promoting stewardship of cultural and natural resources
through collections and exhibits that tell the story of the land, life, people, and art
of Illinois.
The IDNR also manages our 56 Illinois State Historic Sites and monuments, preserving, interpreting, and bringing to life more than 2,000 years of Illinois history
– from the culture and art of Native Americans, to Illinois statehood, our Lincoln
Heritage, and preservation and restoration of renowned architectural treasures.
Whether you’re thinking about a day trip nearby or a weekend or weeks-long
adventure on the road, I hope you’ll make plans now to explore more of Illinois
this spring and in the months ahead. Many of our parks, historic sites, and museum locations will be hosting events and activities for you and your family to enjoy
throughout 2021. Stay in touch for details!
					Colleen Callahan

					Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

DNR in the News
Asian Carp Update
Butterflies and Gardens
Plainfield Park District
Gets Grant to Take
Inventory of Trees
Carpentersville Dam
Removal to Begin

Highlights
Illinois Recreational Access Program’s
Landowner of the Year
Ron Fargen’s eagerness to share his experience and
knowledge with other outdoor enthusiasts is palpable
from the moment you meet him. Join us for a visit with
this Fulton County conservationist, the Illinois Recreational
Access Program’s Landowner of the Year.

Illinois Recreational Access Program
With a grant from the USDA—FSA, the Illinois Recreational
Access Program leases private property from landowners
to provide public access for specific activities in the Illinois and Kaskaskia River Watersheds. These activities are
restricted to specific dates, times and number of persons
allowed. All IRAP participants must first register with IDNR
and make a reservation to use a specific site, or a youth
hunter must apply and be assigned a specific hunting
area. Click here for more information.
IDNR Concession Operations
A number of IDNR sites seek vendors for concession
operations, and notices of those opportunities are often
posted on the IDNR Facebook page. Be sure to like the
IDNR on Facebook.

Statewide Offices
Springfield, IL
217-782-6302
Bartlett, IL
847-608-3100
Benton, IL
618-435-8138
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Bobcat Harvest 2020-21
Hunters and trappers in Illinois took a preliminary total of
339 bobcats during the 2020-21 season (Nov. 10, 2020Feb. 15, 2021). A total of 361 bobcat permits were filled
during the season (339 bobcats taken by hunters and
trappers, plus an additional 22 salvaged animals). The 20
bobcats taken in Fayette County were the most for any
county during the 2020-21 season. A table with county
harvest totals can be found here.

Highlights

Click for info

Lake Openings
Braidwood Lake opened for fishing on March 1.
LaSalle Lake is scheduled to open to fishing on March 15.
For fishing ponds and river information visit the
I Fish Illinois website.

Order your lapel
pin today!
2021 pins are
in stock now.
Available online,
choose from deer,
turkey, bluegill,
duck, pheasant
and morel
mushroom - or
order all of them.
These special
collector pins
cost $5.00 each.

Camping and Shelter Reservations
Make your camping and shelter reservations online
for the 2021 season. Explore More Illinois at an
IDNR campground.

Horseback Riding, Geocaching
and Other Recreational Activities
Check out all the recreational activities available
at Illinois state parks and recreation areas.

www.ilconservation.org

Earth Day in the Parks
Earth Day in the Parks promotes stewardship of our
natural resources by Illinois school children. During April
and May, students and their teachers from throughout
Illinois visit participating Illinois state parks, state historic
sites and state museums to take part in natural resources
stewardship activities such as planting native trees and
wildflowers; building and installing nesting/roosting boxes; removing invasive exotic species; and, building brush
piles for wildlife.
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Highlights
Click for info

Boating Safety and Registration
All operators are required to obey laws that regulate
your vessel’s registration, titling, and operation.
Know before you go.

Spring Youth Turkey Hunt Information
Permits are available this month for the March 27-28
and April 2-4 Youth Spring Turkey Hunting Season.
Click for info

Click for info

Spring Turkey Hunting Information Over-the-Counter Permit Sales
County-specific Spring Turkey permits remaining after the
Third Lottery Drawing will be available for sale over the
counter from License Vendors beginning March 9, 2021.

Firearm Deer Hunting Permit Lottery
Illinois residents can apply for the first deer hunting
permit lottery March 9, 2021 - April 30, 2021.
Click for info

Hunter Wingshooting Clinics at JEPC
Hunters can get expert wingshooting instruction at
Hunter Wingshooting Clinics April 10-11 at Jim Edgar
Panther Creek State Fish and Wildlife Area.

Click for info
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Highlights
Make Plans to Visit the Illinois State Museum
Illinois State Museum locations are open with free admission
this spring. Learn more on the Illinois State Museum system
website.
Click for info

Visit Illinois Historic Sites
Make your reservation today to visit Illinois State Historic
Sites. Historic sites information for the entire family can be
found online.

Click for info

Coastal Management Program
The Illinois Coastal Management Program is a non-regulatory division of the IDNR that is dedicated to protecting and
enhancing the environmental, economic, and social value of
Illinois’ Great Lakes Coastal Region. Learn more.

Click for info

Outdoor Illinois Wildlife Journal
You will find great information and feature reports about
Illinois wildlife by clicking on the Outdoor Illinois Wildlife
Journal. Find current and archived features right here.

Click for info

Visit DNR on

Facebook and

Twitter
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