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Message from Director Colleen Callahan
While we look forward to observing Memorial Day at the
end of this month and to the start of the summer outdoor
recreation season, our busy boating season in Illinois is
already underway. If you enjoy boating and you haven’t
done so already, here are some reminders about boating
and boating safety from the IDNR Conservation Police:
• Wear a life jacket. Wearing a Coast Guard-approved personal floatation device
(PFD) is one of the simple things you can do whether you’re solo in a kayak,
paddling with the family in a canoe, or operating a larger boat on a busy lake or
river. PFDs are required on jet skis and wave runners. PFDs for everyone aboard
your boat are required. They don’t do you or your passengers any good stowed
under a seat, and everyone under 13 must wear a life jacket whenever a boat
is underway.
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• Stay sober. Just like driving a car or truck, you can’t operate a boat under the
influence of alcohol or drugs. Conservation Police strictly enforce the law and
will arrest those boaters operating under the influence (OUI).
• Motorboat operators should make sure all the required equipment is aboard,
including a properly charged fire extinguisher, working horn and whistle,
working navigation lights, and flares.
• This spring, a new federal law requires engine cut-off switches (ECOS) and links
or lanyards that shut the boat motor off if the boat operator is displaced from
the helm, preventing runaway boats from causing damage or injuries.
Boating can be a great way to have fun, relax, fish, ski and enjoy the outdoors.
But boaters need to follow the laws regarding careless or reckless operation,
overloading a boat, observing restricted areas and no-wake zones, and
adhering to other navigation rules.
The Handbook of Illinois Boating Laws and Responsibilities is a good resource.
You’ll find it on the IDNR website at https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/boating/Documents/BoatDigest.pdf.
Enjoy the summer season as you safely explore more of Illinois’ natural resources.
					Colleen Callahan

					Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

DNR in the News
Roscoe Township breaks
ground for Founder’s Park
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IDNR Hiring CPO Trainees
IDNR is seeking qualified applicants for the position of
Conservation Police Officer, offering competitive pay and
benefits, furnished equipment, take-home patrol vehicle,
flexible scheduling, and much more. Applications must
be signed and postmarked or submitted digitally by May
31, 2021.

Waterfowl Blind Drawings Procedures for
Mississippi River SFWA and Horseshoe Lake SP Set
Procedures for 2021 waterfowl blind drawings at
Mississippi River Area SFWA and Horseshoe Lake SP
have been set and include a pre-registration period open
for ten days followed by a random drawing conducted by
IDNR staff. Procedures for additional blind drawings traditionally held in July and August at other sites throughout
the state will be announced in the coming weeks.
2021 Rough Fish Roundup
Kaskaskia River State Fish and Wildlife Area will host the
2021 Rough Fish Roundup bowfishing tournament at
Wood Duck Marina in Baldwin, Illinois Saturday, July 17,
2021. Click for more information.
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Ryan’s Round Barn Tour Schedule
Ryan’s Round Barn at Johnson-Sauk Trail State
Recreation Area is now open for the 2021 season.
Friends of Johnson-Sauk Trail will host tours of Ryan’s
Round Barn the first and third Saturdays of each month
(through October) from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Springfield, IL
217-782-6302
Bartlett, IL
847-608-3100
Benton, IL
618-435-8138
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Endangered Species Protection Board
The 190th meeting of the Illinois Endangered Species
Protection Board will be held virtually May 21, 2021
beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Highlights

Click for info

Join today for just $25!
By becoming a
member of the ICF,
your support will help
build, preserve, and
restore conservation
all across Illinois. As an
ICF member, you’ll also
receive these exclusive
member benefits:
Personalized
• Membership Card
• ICF Branded Neck
Gaiter & Vinyl Sticker
• VIP Opportunities at
Future ICF Events

*Price Increases to $35
on June 1st, 2021*
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Publications Order Form
Publications available from the IDNR cover a variety of
topics for educators and the public, and all of them may
be accessed through the online order form.

Public Museum Capital Grants Program
Accepting Applications
Public museums in Illinois can receive funding assistance to
improve museum facilities and develop new exhibits through
the Illinois Public Museum Capital Grants Program. The IDNR,
which administers the program, is accepting applications
from qualifying public museums. The deadline to apply is
July 16, 2021.
Hiring Seasonal Conservation Workers
Interested in working for the IDNR? Positions are
available, including seasonal Conservation Worker
positions. Check the State of Illinois’ “Work for Illinois”
website for details. Click on the “Sciences and Natural
Resources” tab.

Amateur Trapshooting Association Grand American to
Return to the World Shooting and Recreational Complex
Governor Pritzker has announced that the Amateur
Trapshooting Association Grand American World
Trapshooting Championships, the largest event of its
kind in the world, will return to the WSRC, boosting the
local economy and providing hundreds of jobs for
community residents. The IDNR, the Illinois Department
of Public Health and the WSRC are in coordination to
support a safe and robust event.
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Stratton Lock is Open for 2021 Season
The William G. Stratton-Thomas A. Bolger Lock facility
on the Fox River in McHenry Co. is open for the 2021
navigation season effective May 1. Normal operating
hours are seven days per week from 8:00 a.m. until
midnight May through September, and 8:00 a.m. until
8:00 p.m. for the month of October.

Don’t Let Spring Rains Flood Your Future
The IDNR, Illinois Department of Insurance (IDOI),
Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) and
local emergency management agencies throughout
Illinois are reminding Illinoisans to invest in flood
insurance to protect their homes and businesses
from flooding emergencies.

Illinois State Museum Joins Global Conversation
on the Return of Cultural Heritage
The Illinois State Museum joins museums, universities,
and museum professionals across five continents for a
virtual conversation series on repatriation and the return
of cultural heritage.

IDNR Awards Grants for Migratory Waterfowl
Habitat Restoration Projects
IDNR announced the award of grants for waterfowl
habitat restoration and preservation in waterfowl
breeding grounds.

Interpretive Programs
The IDNR offers interpretive programs at various sites
throughout the state, including spring wildflower hikes,
voyager canoe weekends or winter cross country skiing at
select state parks.
Click for info
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Highlights
IDNR Announces Award of Snowmobile
Trail Grant Funding
IDNR announced $118,500 in grant funding that will
allow for the operation and maintenance of snowmobile
trails in the state through the Illinois Snowmobile Trail
Establishment Fund (STEF).

Click for info

IDNR Bed and Breakfast and Lodges
Whether your preference is for a cabin in the Shawnee
National Forest, or a historic Lodge room just a short hike
from a waterfall in a magnificent, glacier-carved canyon,
a visit to one of Illinois’ state park lodges or historic site
bed and breakfast is a must.

Click for info

Illinois Farm Bureau, IDNR Partner
on Southern Illinois Cover Crop Initiative
In-person field days returned this spring with the 2021
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) Nutrient Stewardship Grant
Program Field Day lineup, including one in Jefferson and
Franklin counties.

Click for info

Become an IDNR Concessionaire
The State of Illinois publishes procurement information
and opportunities to manage IDNR concession operations
online through BidBuy.

Click for info

Visit DNR on

Facebook and

Twitter
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