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Message from Director Colleen Callahan

November is peak season for hunting in Illinois, and it is the
right time to thank hunters for the role they play in wildlife
management in the state – and for their patience and cooperation this fall amid a lot of changes to hunting procedures at
IDNR sites.

To help ensure the health and safety of IDNR site visitors
amid the coronavirus pandemic, we have implemented a
long list of protocols and procedures for everything from hiking to camping to
fishing – and to hunting.
Why so many changes? Through responsible actions, hunters can help ensure that
site hunting programs continue to offer healthy outdoor recreation opportunities.
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Hunters at our sites are required to follow all public health guidelines issued by
the Illinois Department of Public Health, including wearing masks when social distancing cannot be achieved, carrying hand sanitizer, and refraining from congregating in parking lot areas or near check stations.
Thanks to the exemplary efforts of our IDNR Wildlife program staff, and site managers and staff at state parks, fish and wildlife areas, state recreation areas, natural
and habitat areas, and some of our state historic site properties where hunting
programs are offered, we rewrote the playbook on hunting this year at IDNR sites.
For example, contactless check-in and check-out procedures are in place at many
sites for waterfowl, upland game and deer hunting. Standby drawings for waterfowl hunting positions have been replaced at some sites by pre-assignment and
expanded permits. At many sites, deer hunters will find drive-through or do-ityourself check-in and check-out. And while there are no standby permits this year
for controlled pheasant hunting, reserving permits online, even the day before
you hunt, is easy.
Hunters can find more detailed information on the health and safety procedures
in place this fall at IDNR sites by checking the website at https://www2.illinois.
gov/dnr.
Thanks again to hunters and our IDNR staff for making the extra effort this fall for
a healthy, safe and successful hunting season.
					Colleen Callahan

					Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

DNR in the News
Work continues on
Kickapoo rail trail
Illinois website for
hunters includes
safety tips and rules
Efforts are underway
to remove dams for
safety and the good
of the environment
Watseka continues work on
mitigating flooded homes

Highlights
Illinois State Museum Hosting Social Justice
in Museums Series
Thought leaders discuss how museums can cultivate
cultural change and healing as part of the online Social
Justice in Museums series, allowing the public to look
closely at what is happening in American museums today.
Illinois State Museum Director Cinnamon Catlin-Legutko
moderates each panel, engaging with thought leaders to
discuss museums and their intersections with social justice and activism, community development, and decolonization. Click here for more information.
IDNR Announces Health and Safety Procedures for
Hunting at IDNR Sites
The IDNR has announced updated health and safety
protocols and procedures that have been developed in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic for implementation
during the 2020-21 hunting seasons at IDNR sites. The announcements for waterfowl, deer, and controlled pheasant hunters can be found on the IDNR website.
Deer Firearm Season Opens Nov. 20
The Illinois Firearm Deer Hunting Season is Nov. 20 - 22
and Dec. 3-6. Archery season continues through Jan. 17,
2021. Deer hunters statewide are encouraged to allow
samples to be taken for chronic wasting disease (CWD)
testing from adult deer they harvest. Check the IDNR
website at this link for locations that are serving as CWD
sampling stations, taking samples from entire deer or
deer heads through the end of Illinois’ 2020-2021 deer seasons in January.
Click here for more information.
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Bobcat Hunting Permit Lottery Results Posted
Visit the IDNR website to see if you were chosen to
receive a Bobcat Hunting and Trapping Permit. Hunters
and trappers must possess a permit BEFORE taking or
attempting to harvest a bobcat. If you receive a Bobcat
Hunting and Trapping Permit, you may harvest one bobcat by hunting, trapping or salvaging a road-kill bobcat
during open seasons. Click here for more information.

Highlights

Click for info

Don’t ever miss a
hunting permit
or application
deadline again!
Need hunting,
fishing or boating
license renewal
reminders?
Check out the
FREE Outdoor
Illinois App
www.ilconservation.org

Download through the
App Store or Google Play
on iPhone or Android.
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Wildlife Rehabilitators
Thank you to all of the great wildlife rehabilitators
assisting with injured or abandoned wildlife in Illinois.
For contact information, check the IDNR website.

2021 Illinois Fishing Tournament Applications
Accepted Beginning Nov. 1
Starting Nov. 1, 2020, fishing tournament organizers can
apply to the IDNR for 2021 fishing tournament permits.
More information is available on the I Fish Illinois website.

Cahokia Mounds Virtual Holiday Market
Shop the online store to purchase from many of the
vendors that are part of the Cahokia Mounds Holiday
Market. The Market will be open Nov. 27 at 12:00 p.m. until
Nov. 29 at 11:45 p.m. Click here for more information.

Statewide Cookout Adds Asian Carp to the Menu
The IDNR, Midwest Fish Co-op, and Sorce Freshwater
Company introduced Illinoisans to a locally-sourced,
plentiful and healthful seafood option with a recent
statewide Asian carp cookout. Held at nine locations
across the state, the cookouts offered free Asian carp
tacos, sliders, hush puppies and more to showcase the
versatility and health benefits of Asian carp (which is
delicious!). Click here for more information.
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Controlled Pheasant Hunting Permits Available
Visit the controlled pheasant hunting online permit reservation system to receive a permit for the 2020-21 season.
Standby controlled pheasant hunting permits are not
available this season, but all hunters can use the online
process to acquire a reserved permit for the hunting site
and date(s) preferred. Click here for more information.

Illinois Schoolyard Habitat Action Grant
Teachers, youth-group leaders and nature-center personnel can apply for up to $1,000 through the IDNR Illinois
Schoolyard Habitat Action Grant program for projects such
as pollinator gardens, butterfly gardens, prairie plots, bird
nesting boxes, and tree and shrub gardens. The application deadline is Nov. 30, 2020. You will find the application
forms, instructions, instructional video podcasts and other
information at the following website. Funding is provided by the Jadel Family Foundation and the Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation of Skokie. Funding is administrated by the Illinois Conservation Foundation. Click here for more information.
Illinois Fish Hatchery System Enhances
Fishing Opportunities
The IDNR Division of Fisheries manages three fish hatcheries — and the staffs at the Jake Wolf Memorial, LaSalle and
Little Grassy hatcheries are proud to raise and help stock
sport fish in lakes and waterways throughout the state.
Find more information on the I Fish Illinois website.

Stop the Spread of Invasive Species
Remove, Drain, Dry are important reminders for boaters as
they store their boats for the winter. The best way to stop
the spread of invasive species is to remove, drain, and dry
your boats after use in Illinois waterways. Learn more here.

Highlights
Black Hawk State Historic Site Project
At Black Hawk State Historic Site in Rock Island, thanks to a
private donation grant through River Action, a new staircase features several observation landings for visitors to
enjoy. Click here for more information.
Click for info

2019 Deer Harvest Numbers
Deer harvest summaries for each county in Illinois, which
include total harvest numbers by season, number of permits issued and the quota, a breakdown of age and sex
class, whether they are in Late Winter season, and other
beneficial information for hunters, can be found on the
IDNR website.
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