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1. Name of Property
historic name Schlitz Brewery-Tied House
other names/site number
Club Selo/J.B’s Bamboo Lounge/East Side Tap
Name of Multiple Property Listing
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2. Location
street & number 9401 South Ewing Avenue

not f or publication

city or town Chicago
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Illinois

county Cook

zip code 60617

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this
nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set f orth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property
meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national
statewide
local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A

B

C

D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Date
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In my opinion, the property
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

x

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

x building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

1

Noncontributing

buildings
site
structure
object

1

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

COMMERCE/TRADE, SOCIAL

Bar/Tavern/Residential

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH C REVIVAL

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation: STONE/BRICK
walls: BRICK
roof : SILICONE/
other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).

Summary Paragraph

The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue (the building) is a two-story brick
brewery-tied house, consisting of a first floor tavern and second floor boarding house rooms. It is
located within the commercial corridor of South Ewing Avenue in the East Side neighborhood, on the
far Southeast Side of Chicago, Illinois. The building was commissioned by Edward Uihlein, manager
of Schlitz brewery operations in Chicago, and designed by architect Charles Thisslow in 1907, with
additions designed by William C. Presto in the 1930s. The building uses European and Classically
influenced architectural features to convey the legitimacy and decency of the neighborhood saloon in
the face of rising social opposition to alcohol consumption by the temperance movement, all attributes
of tied house architecture in Chicago. As the mid 20th century approached, the building became a
center of Easter-European immigrant life, music, and culture in the East Side. The rectangular
building occupies a corner lot at South Ewing Avenue and East 94th Street. The building’s primary
elevation is angled parallel to South Ewing Avenue and has an angled corner entrance bay that
wraps around the north elevation. Ornamentation is concentrated around the angled corner entrance
bay and southwest elevation and includes the characteristic Schlitz “belted globe” in low relief across
the primary elevation, a hallmark of the building type across Chicago.
The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue reflects a high level of historic integrity
and conveys the original design intent of a Chicago neighborhood tied house. The exterior retains its
historic materials and decorative features, while the interior retains its original layout including the
bar/tavern, first floor back room, and second floor residential spaces, which were once boarding
house rooms.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narrative Description
Location and Setting

The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue is located in the commercial corridor of
South Ewing Avenue in Chicago’s East Side neighborhood. The East Side is located on the far south
side of Chicago, between the Calumet River to the north and west, Lake Michigan and the IllinoisIndiana State Line to the east, and Wolf Lake to the South. The immediate area is dominated by
South Ewing Avenue (US 41), a yacht yard with the Calumet River beyond, with the area to the east
to Lake Michigan used for shipping and freight. The Calumet River runs north and south until it
reaches South Ewing Avenue, when it curves to run east towards Lake Michigan. A bascule bridge
carries South Ewing Avenue over the Calumet River. South Ewing Avenue consists primarily of one-,
two-, and three-story residential buildings, with commercial mixed use buildings located as Ewing
runs south. Many of these buildings have first floors below street grade.
Physical Characteristics
Exterior
Physical Description
Situated on a corner lot at South Ewing and East 94th Street, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401
South Ewing Avenue (the building) is a two-story brick and limestone building with pressed metal
decorative elements above the second floor. The building’s primary elevation (southwest) is angled
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parallel to South Ewing Avenue. The building has an angled corner entrance bay (northwest), that
wraps around the north elevation, which continues across one bay before the elevation continues in
face brick. The building has a stone and brick foundation.
Across the primary elevation, the building has vertical bands of limestone separating its massing that
wrap around the entrance bay and terminate at the East 94th Street (north) elevation, where cladding
is of face brick. An arched inset window opening with limestone lintels is located at the center of the
first floor of the primary elevation, with the lower portion of the inset enclosed by irregularly set clinker
bricks and limestone blocks. Above this enclosure is a wood inset with two fixed glass lights, set with
a plywood panel below the arch. To the right is an entrance to the second floor, a metal security door
with a wood door beyond. The primary entrance, within the angled bay (northwest), is topped by a
hooded limestone arch with decorative dentils. These curved dentils are dressed with simple
botanical motifs. The glass pane primary entrance door below is enclosed by a metal security door.
The entrance is flanked by square fixed glass windows secured by metal security gates.
Across the second floor of the primary elevation, the building has a centralized low relief globe
wrapped in a sash with the words “Trade Mark” and “Schlitz,” typical of Schlitz tied house typology.
This globe sits prominently on the building’s primary facade, and within a brick inset. The globe is
flanked by two window openings with eight-over-eight single hung windows. A third window opening
is above the front door, also an eight-over-eight single hung window. To the left of this window is a
fourth window of the same type. Second floor windows are set between vertical outset brick courses
and are topped with limestone keystones. The building has a pressed metal parapet above the
second-floor window bays. The parapet has courses of face brick above. The building is topped off at
the angled bay with an arched pressed metal cornice.
Across the north elevation, the building is clad in face brick, with two rows of windows, each with a
limestone sill, and two doors on the first floor. A portion of the north elevation, at the rear of the
building, is clad in red face brick. Left to right, the north elevation has a one-over-one single hung
window, followed by a window opening enclosed with glass block, and followed by a one-over-one
single hung window. To the right of these windows is a wood door with a fixed glass light above. This
door is followed by a single glass transom. To the right of the transom is a one-over-one single hung
window, followed by a metal security door with a wood door beyond, topped with an enclosed wood
transom. To the right, a window opening is enclosed by plywood, with the following window opening
filled with brick. To the far right of the first floor of the north elevation is a one-over-one single hung
window and a window opening enclosed by plywood. Across the second floor, the building has a
single one-over-one single hung window to the far left, with four (4) one-over-one single hung
windows in succession to the right. These windows are followed by a single fixed glass window, a
one-over-one single hung window, and finally, a bay window.
Across the south elevation, the building is clad in common brick. Windows across the south elevation
have arched lintels and limestone sills. Across the first floor, left to right, the building has four (4)
arched windows enclosed by plywood, with three (3) additional enclosed by glass blocks. Two (2)
windows at the center of the south facade, in the basement, are also arched and enclosed by glass
blocks. Across the second floor of the south elevation, the building has a painted Schlitz “ghost sign”
at its left, followed by two (2) fixed plate glass windows, four (4) one-over-one single hung windows,
and two (2) window openings enclosed by plywood. At the building’s rear is a two story addition, flush
to the north elevation, and clad in a lighter color face brick. To the left of this addition is a set of
angled wood stairs/fire escape, providing access to the first and second floors. A wood door is
located at the far left, providing access to the basement. A wood door, accessed by the wood stairs,
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is located off of the first floor. Two (2) glass block windows with center louvers are located at each
floor within the addition. The stairs have a landing between the first and second floors. The second
floor has a wood door providing access, with a one-over-one single hung window to the left, and a
glass block window with a fixed glass light to the right.
Interior
The building’s first floor consists of a bar/tavern towards the front, with a rear hall/back room at the
rear, and apartments on the second floor for both a barkeep and borders.
The bar/tavern is entered via a vestibule accessed via the corner entrance bay with an additional door
beyond. Wall surfaces are primarily plaster, with wainscoting up to the windowsills. The ceiling is clad
in decorative tin tiles. A wood door provides access to the exterior to the far left. A wood bar is
located to the right, consisting of front and back bar sections. The front bar is curved at each corner,
with a foot rail below. Access to the bar is via a door to the left. The back bar is symmetrical, with one
set of shelves at the center portion, flanked by curved panels of illuminated glass rods. The bar has
three center sections with glass behind. To the far left and right, the bar has rounded cabinets with
curved panels of illuminated glass rods at the corner. This bar was installed in the 1930s. The rear
hall/back room is accessed from the inside via a vestibule, with two single stall bathrooms to the right.
The rear hall/back room has a smaller bar towards the rear. The rear bar is constructed of laminate
with a plate glass back bar. The back bar was installed in the 1960s. A second set of bathrooms is
located at the rear, within an addition that spans both stories. Flooring is linoleum throughout. Original
doors are original throughout. The second floor is accessed via a wood balustraded stairway at the
center of the north elevation. On the second floor, a hallway runs from the front of the building to the
rear, with the front of the second floor reserved for a larger multi-room apartment, with multiple
smaller rooms at the left and right. Wall surfaces within the second floor are plaster with some wood
wainscoting, as well as wood paneling. Flooring is linoleum and wood, and doors are original
throughout.
Integrity
The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue, originally built as a neighborhood tavern
on the first floor with a caretaker apartment and rooms for rent above, retains integrity in terms of its
layout overall, and is consistent with its original design and decorative treatments. On the exterior,
building features include original limestone surfaces and banding on the exterior, window layouts,
metal cornice treatments, and the presence of the “Schlitz” globe located at the center of the second
floor. Changes to the exterior are limited to the replacement of windows and doors within original
openings, and a simple rear addition that houses bathrooms on the first and second floor. The
addition is minimal and maintains continuity in material and scale across the north and west
elevations. Across the arched art glass window with the trademark “Schlitz” globe located across the
primary facade. Interior room layouts are original, including the second-floor caretaker apartment and
the smaller single occupancy rooms, which retain many original finishes. The opening for the arched
glass art window retains its original size and is currently enclosed with plywood.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing.)

A
B

x C

D

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.
Property is associated with the lives of persons significant
in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.
G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

6

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10900

OMB No. 10240018

Schlitz Brewery-Tied House

Cook County, Illinois

Name of Property

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

County and State

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A
Period of Significance

1907

Cultural Affiliation (if applicable)

N/A

Architect/Builder

Charles Thisslew, Architect (1907)
William C. Presto, Architect, renovation (1935)
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria,
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations).

The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue is an exceptional example of a turn of the 20th
century brewery-tied house in the City of Chicago, significant under National Register of Historic Places
Criterion C; Architecture, as a work of distinctive architecture and construction. The Schlitz Brewery-Tied
House/9401 South Ewing Avenue conveys the Milwaukee-based Joseph Schlitz Brewing Companies’
deployment of European-influenced architectural styles to communicate the decency of neighborhood
saloons/taverns against rising social opposition to alcohol consumption, and to attract European
immigrants in Chicago to their saloons/taverns, and therefore their products. Commissioned by Edward
Uihlein, the manager of Schlitz tied houses in Chicago and designed by architect Charles Thisslew, the
Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue was completed in 1907 and includes a first floor
tavern with boarding house rooms on the second floor. An alteration designed by architect William C.
Presto was completed in the mid 1930s.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Tied Houses
The origins of the tied house in America can be traced back to the United Kingdom, when commercial
breweries consolidated retail outlets by purchasing or controlling pubs, with ‘tied house’ referred to when a
brewery owned a tavern. 1
Brewing in Chicago began with the arrival of William Haas and Andrew Sulzer from Watertown, New York,
establishing the cities’ first brewery in 1833. 2 Subsequent breweries would take advantage of Chicago’s
location, in proximity to both natural resources and a central market where grain harvested in the Midwest
provided brewers access to barley, a key ingredient in beer. 3
The tied House came to Chicago in 1892, when the Chicago Brewing & Malting Company and the Milwaukee
& Chicago Breweries Ltd. began buying existing saloons and acquiring land to build taverns on. While there
were many brewing companies working under this model, including: Pabst; Miller; Blats; and smaller brewers
like Atlas; Birk Brothers; Gottfried; Peter Hand; Stege; and Standard, the Schlitz Brewing Company was the
most prolific in terms of product success and public prominence.4
The Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company
The Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company was founded in 1858 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin by Joseph Schlitz, an
immigrant from Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany. 5 Schlitz began as the August Krug Brewery, founded by
August Krug in 1848. Joseph Schlitz was hired by Krug to serve as bookkeeper for the growing brewery in
Skinner-Sawyers, June. Chicago Beer, a History of Brewing, Public Drinking and the Corner
Bar, American Palate, 25.
2
City of Chicago, Department of Housing and Development, Bureau of Planning and Zoning,
Historic Preservation Division, “Landmark Designation Report, Five Schlitz Brewery Tied
Houses, 958 W. 69th St., 3456 S. Western Ave., 2159 W. Belmont Ave., 3159 N. Southport
Ave., 11400S. Front Ave. and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building, 11314 S. Front Ave.,”
April 7, 2011, 3.
3
Skilnik, Bob. Beer: A History of Brewing in Chicago (Barricade Books, 2006), 5.
4
Ibid, 5.
5
Ibid, 5.
1
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1850. After August Krug’s death in 1856, Joseph Schlitz married Krug’s widow, and took over the brewery’s
interest, renaming it Schlitz. 6
There were twelve breweries operating in Chicago prior to the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. The fire destroyed
all but five, and severely damaged Chicago’s existing drinking water system. With the cities’ railroad
infrastructure remaining usable, the Schlitz Brewing Company sent trainloads of drinking water and beer. This
corporate post-disaster recovery effort helped Schlitz build a loyal customer base in Chicago, and lead to the
basis for the company’s advertising slogan, “the beer that made Milwaukee famous.” 7 By 1890 Chicago’s
breweries had grown to number 34. 8
A Schlitz display at the 1893 Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition introduced the iconic ‘Schlitz Globe’ to the
broadest public possible, in the form of a sculpture held up by four female figures representing the four
hemispheres. Each figure had a gnome at their feet, flanked by four pedestals made of beer kegs and on top of
each, a herald blowing a trumpet. 9 This sculpture was the work of Richard Bock, who designed ornament for
Frank Lloyd Wright, along with Franz Rugiska, a sculptor who had previously worked with Louis Sullivan. 10 The
belted high relief globe was inspired by the Schlitz exhibit, making it familiar with the masses that attended the
fair. By 1902, Schlitz was the largest brewing company in the nation.
The establishment of national Prohibition in 1919 not only rendered the tied house system illegal, but forced
Schlitz to cease manufacturing beer. Schlitz survived by selling malt syrup for baking, which could also be
used as a starter for illegal beer brewing. 11 After the repeal of prohibition, state and federal regulations
prohibited brewers from owning or having financial interests in retail establishments, ending the tied house
system permanently. After the repeal of prohibition, tavern and saloon owners would continue to display and
use branded items, including those provided by Schlitz. Schlitz continued to sustain its popularity amongst
American beer drinkers until the 1960s, when a change in the recipe caused the brand to decline. A union
strike in 1981 at the remaining Milwaukee plant caused the Schlitz management team to begin negotiating a
deal to sell the company to the Stroh Brewery Company of Detroit, Michigan. Schlitz would be sold again in
1999 to the Pabst Brewing Company, which reconstructed the pre-1960s formula. 12
The Temperance Movement in Chicago
As the beer and brewing industry in Chicago was growing, so was the Temperance Movement. A Chicago
branch of the American Temperance Society was established here in 1833, which attracted 120 members
within a year. 13 The temperance movement was rooted in anti-immigrant sentiment, as European-born workers
from Germany and Ireland flocked to taverns and saloons near their workplaces and neighborhoods at the
conclusion of the then standard six-day work week. 14 Temperance forces developed into a political process,
bringing religious and fraternal organizations together against alcohol sale and consumption, briefly banning
liquor sales in Illinois from 1851 to 1853. In Chicago, mayor Levi Boone was elected in part due to his support
of the opposition of liquor sale and consumption as well as anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic nativists. Boone was
affiliated with the Know-Nothings, a political movement working to combat foreign influences and to uphold and
Ibid, 5.
Landmark Designation Report, Five Schlitz Brewery Tied Houses, 6.
8
Ibid, 8.
9
Skinner-Sawyers, 28.
10
Ibid, 28.
11
Silknik, 18.
12
Silknik, 19.
13
Randall, Frank A. History of the Development of Building Construction in Chicago, 2nd
Ed. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1999, 33.
14
Grossman, Ron. Chicago Tribune, “Chicago’s Lager Beer Riot proved immigrants' power”
September 25, 2015.
6
7
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promote traditional American ways. At the time of his election, nearly half of Chicago’s citizens were foreignborn. 15
After his election, Boone raised liquor license fees and shortened license terms from one year to three months
and instructed police to require saloons and taverns to comply with a previously unenforced ordinance that
required they be closed on Sunday. 16 These actions were aimed at immigrant tavern owners and their patrons.
When the first of the tavern owners were tried at City Hall, a riot occurred, becoming Chicago’s first civil
disturbance. While lasting only minutes, the 1855 Lager Beer Riot led to 60 arrests, one death, and signaled
the beginning of political partisanship in Chicago elections. 17
Alcohol would continue to be a contentious political issue in Chicago and Illinois through the rest of the 19th
Century, resulting in efforts to tighten the number of taverns in operation as well as the enforcement of their
operating hours. The Harper High License Act, passed by the Illinois State Legislature in 1883, raised the cost
of an annual saloon license fee from $103 to $500.18 Independent saloon keepers turned to brewers for help in
paying the higher license fees. In exchange for paying portions of their license fees, brewers required that the
saloon sell their beer exclusively. After the passage of the Harper Act, 780 of Chicago’s 3,500 saloons closed,
yet with the help of subsidies from brewers, 516 new saloons opened the next year. 19 Brewers like Schlitz
would subsequently play a role in how neighborhood taverns survived the Temperance Movement by
subsidizing liquor licenses.
Tied Houses in Chicago
In addition to the issuance of subsidies to pay for licenses, brewery salesmen used aggressive sale strategies
to ensure that they could secure orders from saloon owners, including undercutting wholesale prices, and
providing saloon owners with complementary branded items that the saloon keeper would have otherwise
needed to buy themselves, including signage, lighting, glassware, and furniture. Brewers soon established
their own management systems for taverns and saloons that were “tied” to the brand, including renting
commercial property, and designing, developing, and building taverns of their own.20
Breweries had larger budgets for both acquiring real estate and designing and building high-quality buildings. 21
Well-designed, elevated architecture helped attract customers and promoted the brand, while also using that
same elevated architecture to deter criticism of the saloon as a moral threat 22.
The first tied houses were established in Chicago in December 1892, when the Chicago Brewing & Malting
Company and the Milwaukee & Chicago Breweries Ltd. took title to about twenty saloon properties. The
Chicago Tribune reported “that manufacturing districts occupied by a foreign-born population were in favor with
the agent of the brewing companies. 23 Purpose-built tied houses were constructed in advance of the 1893
World’s Columbian Exposition, capitalizing on the influx of visitors and workers and their familiarity with both
the traditional architecture of Europe and the revival styles represented in the architecture and design of the
Pegram, Thomas R. “The Dry Machine: The Formation of the Anti-Saloon League of
Illinois.” Illinois Historical Journal 83 (Autumn 1990),173.
16
Einhorn, Robin, Lager Beer Riot, The Encyclopedia of Chicago.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004.
17
Einhorn, The Encyclopedia of Chicago.
18
Rock Island Argus, June 19 1883, Volume 31 Number 205, 3.
19
Landmark Designation Report, Five Schlitz Brewery Tied Houses, 11.
20
Landmark Designation Report, Five Schlitz Brewery Tied Houses, 6.
21
Ibid, 18.
22
Ibid, 19.
23
Chicago Tribune, December 11, 1892, 38.
15
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World’s Fair. 24 These early tied houses include a Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 1393 West Lake Street, also
known as the La Luce Building (architect unknown, 1892) that predates the iconic Schlitz belted globe as an
architectural and brand element. 25
Temperance Movement supporters built their campaigns on the social ills of alcohol consumption with a focus
on where people could gather to consume it. The saloon was presented as a haven for gambling,
drunkenness, prostitution, and political corruption. While some saloons lived up to this reputation, most served
a more important function, as the social and intellectual center of their neighborhoods. Saloons served as de
facto social clubs for the working class, offering safe opportunities to gather and discuss current events,
politics, job opportunities and working conditions—topics that were not permitted in the steel mills and factories
that employed them. Many saloons offered other services, including check cashing, restrooms, and later,
telephones. The saloon also provided a location for social ceremonies, including weddings and funerals.
Tied houses were located on prominent thoroughfares and commercial streets, including corners, and were
accessible by street cars or elevated trains, within immigrant enclaves throughout Chicago, with no tied houses
located downtown. Breweries favored neighborhoods with large working class immigrant populations. 26
The form of the tied house is based on a simple “store and flat” building, with the public/retail space on the first
floor, and private/residential space on the second or even third or fourth story. In many situations, the first floor
included a tavern and an attached one story hall at the rear, or at the side. 27 Structurally, tied houses typically
consist of load bearing masonry exterior walls with a wood frame interior and a flat roof. 28 Tied houses are
often rectangular in plan, but may match the angle of the street they are located on if the street is diagonal.
Ornamentation is concentrated on the primary elevation, which is typically the shorter of the two elevations,
and located off of the most prominent street. These elevations are typically clad in face brick, which is often
laid in contrasting colors or features visually interesting bond patterns. 29 Secondary elevations are typically
longer, and located on the less prominent street. 30 Secondary elevations are typically less ornamented.
Entrances are often located at the corner of the building, marked with a projecting bay or oriel window, a turret
or onion dome above, or the breweries’ insignia rendered in masonry, limestone or pressed metal. Limestone
is often used for carved ornamentation, window sills, string courses and as a contrasting accent throughout.
Pressed metal is often used to clad ornamental details, such as window bays, turrets, cornices and copings, 31
present primarily on the upper stories of a tied house. The upper stories, including the cornices and parapets,
frequently include crenellation and false gables, often stepped or scrolled. Some or all of these elements were
used to decorate the exterior walls of tied houses.
Architectural features would provide tied houses with the dignity that breweries wished to convey. The late 19th
and early 20th century brewing industry argued that beer was a temperate beverage due to its low alcohol
content, and some claimed that it had health benefits.32 The Classically influenced, Queen Anne architectural
elements of a tied house looked to endear anti-alcohol sentiment by sharing design qualities with heroic civic
buildings, like city halls, courthouses, and libraries, as well as social and fraternal clubs, such as the Germania
Pierce, Bessy Louise. A History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007,
33.
25
City of Chicago, Department of Housing and Economic Development, Bureau of Planning &
Zoning, Historic Preservation Division, “Landmark Designation Report, Schlitz BreweryTied House, 1393-1399 West Lake Street,” June 21, 2021.
26
Landmark Designation Report, Five Schlitz Brewery Tied Houses, 19.
27
Ibid, 14.
28
Ibid, 20.
29
Landmark Designation Report, Five Schlitz Brewery Tied Houses, 20.
30
Ibid, 20.
31
Ibid, 20.
32
Skilnik, 29
24
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Club Building at 108 West Germania Place (Addison & Fiedler, 1889) 33 of which Edward Uihlein was a
member. Immigrant patrons from Germany, Bohemia, Ireland and Scandinavia would draw familiarity between
this architecture and that of the visually pleasing characteristics and motifs of the architecture of their home
countries. 34 The architectural styles of tied houses would often reflect the character of the surrounding
neighborhood’s architecture.
Of tied house architecture in Chicago, City of Chicago Cultural Historian Emeritus Tim Samuelson states “Even
people who don’t know much about architecture, they know about these Schlitz buildings. You know an
architect has done his job well when it’s a building people can know and enjoy without having to know all the
details.” 35
Edward G. Uihlein (1845-1921)
Edward G. Uihlein immigrated to St. Louis from Germany in 1863, joining his brothers Henry, Alfred and
August, who were all working in the brewing industry. August was the first to come from Germany in 1850 after
being adopted by his uncle, August Krug. 36 Uihlein joined Schlitz a year after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871,
at Joseph Schlitz’s invitation, to manage the growing Chicago Market. During a trip to Germany in 1875,
Joseph Schlitz perished in a shipwreck off of the English coast. 37 Prior to embarking on the journey, he made
out his will to provide a controlling share of the Schlitz Brewing Company stock to the Uihlein brothers.38
Edward was appointed vice president of brewery operations but continued to work and live in Chicago. Under
Edward Uihlein’s management, Schlitz would build fifty-seven tied houses in Chicago from 1897 to 1905. 39
Charles Thisslew, Architect (1858-1944)
Edward Uihlein commissioned established Chicago architects to design Schlitz tied houses across the city,
including Frommann & Jebsen, Kley & Lang, and Charles Thisslew, the architect of the Schlitz Brewery-Tied
House/9401 South Ewing Avenue. Originally a native of Norway, Charles Thisslew began his architectural
practice working with L. Lutken in the 1880s. 40 Lutken & Thisslew worked from an office at 283 North May
Street in 1887. 41 By the 1890s, Thisslew was working on his own, designing residential and commercial
buildings across Chicago, including a number of buildings in the West Town area on the 2100 block of West
Concord Place. 42 Thisslew-designed tied houses include 2159 West Belmont Avenue (1903-1904) 5120 North
Broadway (1904, 1908), 2001 West Grand Avenue (1905), 2901 West Diversey Avenue (1902) and 9401
South Ewing Avenue (1907). 43 Thisslew’s non-residential works include the Mount Olive Cemetery Gatehouse
at 3826 North Narragansett Avenue (1901) and the Norwegian Lutheran Deaconess Home and Hospital (1900,
demolished). By 1915 Thisslew held an office at 783 Milwaukee Avenue. 44

City of Chicago, Department of Housing and Development, Bureau of Planning and Zoning,
Historic Preservation Division, “Landmark Designation Report, Germania Club Building,
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40
Pierce, 48.
41
Chicago Historic Resources Survey, Accessed June 6th 2022.
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William C. Presto, Architect of Renovation, (1858-1944)
Renovations to the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue were designed by architect William
C. Presto, who executed similar alterations to another Charles Thisslew tied house at 5120 North Broadway
Avenue. 45 The renovations at the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue and 5120 North
Broadway Avenue share similar facade treatments, including rusticated brick and limestone, and are finished in
a Tudor Revival Style. 46
Chicago’s East Side Neighborhood
Located thirteen miles south of downtown Chicago, the East Side was primarily rural until the 1870s, when
heavy industry came to the Calumet region. 47 The natural port attracted industry and transportation, which
attracted waves of settlers looking to work in the steel mills. Immigrant communities exploded in the East Side
at the turn of the 20th century building the numbers of immigrants that worked and lived in the East Side. The
industries of the East Side continued to draw immigrant workers into the mid 20th century, early waves of
which were from Central and Eastern Europe, included Serbians by the turn of the 20 th century and later,
immigrants from Italy; worked in East Side steel mills, particularly the Youngstown Steel Iroquois Works, which
was located less than a quarter mile north of the tied house, and operated from 1890 to 1967. By the 1960s,
the East Side began seeing immigrants from Latin American countries, with this population steadily growing
into the 21st Century. 48
History of the Building as a Schlitz Tied House
The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue is located on lot 62 and 63 in the subdivision of
lots 1,2,3,24,25 and 26 in block 1 in Taylors Second Addition to South Chicago, being a subdivision of the
southwest fractional quarter of section 5, south of the Indian Boundary Line, Township 37 North, Range 15
East of the third principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois. Real estate developer D.S. Taylor began
buying land in the region by 1874. Slips and wharves along the Calumet River provided ample excellent
transportation. 49 By the 1880s, the area was abound with large and small integrated steel works, as well as
rolling mills, wire works and pipe or tube mills.
The Youngstown Steel Iroquois Works began its operation just north of the corner of 94th and Ewing in
1890 (in operation until 1967), joining the larger US Steel South Works, which had opened in 1881 (and
was in operation until 1986). 50 In 1906, it was announced in the Chicago Tribune that “A new building is
being erected at Ninety-fourth street and Ewing Avenue. It will be a two-story structure and will be entirely
of brick. 51
In 1907, the Chicago Tribune described the corner of 94th and Ewing thusly; “At all hours of the day in the
vicinity of South Chicago both street cars and passenger trains are crowded with employees of the mills
and steel works, and it is at the most dangerous places that there is the greatest neglect in the crossing
protections. At ninety-fourth street and Ewing Avenue there are no gates at the tracks of the Chicago and
Western Indiana Railroad.” Much of this congestion was due to the Youngstown Steel Iroquois Works, with
Landmark Designation Report, 9401 South Ewing Avenue, 32.
Ibid, 32.
47
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its main entrance approximately 500 feet from the street corner and the entrance to the Schlitz BreweryTied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue. The number of workers in this area was so numerous that the
building was not the only Schlitz tied house on 94th Street, nor was it the closest one to the Youngstown
Steel Iroquois Works, as a second Schlitz tied house was built circa 1910 at 9398 South Kreiter Avenue,
between the entrance gates and the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue.52
Prior to the tied house, saloons were primarily a “store and flat” vernacular type, with the saloon located on the
first floor, and residential units above. Tied house architecture typically combined a street level tavern with
housing above, delivered in the form of multiple boarding house units, a single unit for the barkeeper, a
combination of the two, or one or more single units. Multiple entrances would serve patrons and tenants, and
concentrated ornamentation across the street facing facades would lead guests to the appropriate entrance.
The multicultural nature of both the proprietors and borders is made clear using US Census records. The 1910
US Census lists a total of ten names living at 9401 South Ewing Avenue, including German-born proprietor
Jacob Sherer, his wife Elizabeth, and three children in the front unit, and five borders, two from Illinois, one
from Pennsylvania and one from Germany. 53 The 1930 US Census lists Peter Block, alongside his wife Pieos,
both from Hungary, as proprietors, with a total of six borders, from Hungary, Connecticut, Luxembourg,
Pennsylvania, and Wyoming. These boarders listed their occupations in trades associated with the steel
industry, including laborers and steam shovel operators. 54
The Temperance Movement would build to the passing of the 18th Amendment on January 19th, 1919. 55 The
passing of the 18th Amendment would ban the manufacture, sale and transport of alcoholic beverages,
effectively making the tied house system illegal. Tied house landlords and owners continued to survive through
borders and rental income.
Post-Schlitz Ownership
The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue has had many iterations and names under
independent ownership, which began after national Prohibition in 1919 legislated the tied house system out of
existence. 56 These names include, in chronological order, the Dumbell (or Dumbell Tavern) Joy Tavern, the
Gay Tavern, Club Selo, The Sun Dodgers Club, Mike’s Club, Club Jo Jo, and JB’s Bamboo Lounge, or the
Bamboo Lounge in its later years.
Tamburitza Music and the Popovich Brothers
The Popovich Brothers were a family Tamburitza Orchestra of second generation Serbian-Americans that
played throughout Chicagoland for over fifty years. Tamburitza music originates in the Balkan region, with the
Tamburica, a long-necked lute, playing a central role in music that was called ‘Serbian Bluegrass’. In 1929,
Theodore, Adam, and Eli Popovich moved to Chicago’s Southeast Side, working in the steel mills with other
relatives, and gigging on weekends and holidays as the Popovich Brothers. The Popovich brothers bought the
tavern at 9401 South Ewing Avenue in the mid-1940s and renamed it Club Selo. 57 Club Selo would become a
popular gathering place and social center for the Serbian community of the East Side and was often where the

Interview, Mike Medina, June 15, 2022.
1910 US Census Records, Accessed June 15 2022.
54
Ibid.
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Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives website, accessed June 15, 2022.
56
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57
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Popovitch Brothers would practice and play. The Popovich Brothers were the subject of a 1977 documentary
titled ‘The Popovich Brothers of South Chicago’ directed by Jill Godmolow. 58
The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue was purchased by J.B. and Frances Shirk circa
1973, who renamed it JB’s Bamboo Lounge. 59 A previous iteration of the Bamboo Lounge was located at the
Exchange Hotel on 92nd street between South Chicago Avenue and Exchange Avenue. Later it would be
known as ‘The Bamboo Lounge.’ J.B. and Francis operated it together until J.B.’s death in 1979. 60 Francis
would run the bar on her own until circa 2015. 61 In 2017, the building was sold and the original leaded glass
window with the characteristic belted globe was removed. It was purchased by Mike Medina and Laura Coffey
Medina in 2019 and became a Designated Chicago Landmark in August 2020.
Comparative examples of Chicago Tied Houses, Tied Houses on the National Register of Historic
Places and Tied Houses as Designated Chicago Landmarks
The Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company Saloon/Three Brothers Bar and Restaurant, located at 2414 South Saint
Clair Street in Milwaukee, Wisconsin was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977, and listed
as a designated Milwaukee City Landmark in 1976. 62 Other tied houses in Milwaukee are locally designated,
including two former Schlitz tied houses, the Schlitz Tavern located at 1025 East North Avenue, and the Schlitz
Tavern/Coventry Inn at 2501 West Greenfield Avenue. 63 Tied houses are contributing properties to National
Register Historic Districts in both Chicago and Milwaukee.
Chicago has multiple locally designated tied houses. These designations include the Schlitz Brewery-Tied
House/Winona Gardens designed by Charles Thisslew (1904, 1905) with alterations and an addition by William
C. Presto (1935), designated in 2011.64 Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable
Building were designated as a thematic district in 2011 and include 958 West 69th Street (architect unknown,
1898), 2159 West Belmont Avenue (Charles Thisslew, 1903-1904), 3159 North Southport Avenue (Frommann
& Jebsen, 1903), 11400 South Front Avenue (Frommann & Jebsen [attributed] 1906), 3456 South Western
Avenue (Kley & Lang, 1899) and 11314 South Front Avenue (Frommann & Jebsen, 1906).65 A Schlitz
Brewery-Tied House at 1393-1399 West Lake was designated in 2021. 66
Chicago has approximately forty to fifty total extant identified tied houses representing a variety of breweries67.

Popovich Bros. Tamburitza Orch. (Live) 1952 radio broadcast.” YouTube, uploaded by
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1 0 . Geographical Data
Acreage of PropertyF Less than one
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage; enter “Less than one” if the acreage is .99 or less)
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:F
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 41.432938
Latitude
2

Latitude

-87.321599

Longitude
Longitude

3
4

Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue is located on lot 62 and 63 in the subdivision of
lots 1,2,3,24,25 and 26 in block 1 in Taylors Second Addition to South Chicago, being a subdivision of the
southwest fractional quarter of section 5, south of the Indian Boundary Line, Township 37 North, Range 15
East of the third principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected .)

The boundaries selected represent the historic boundaries of the Schlitz Brewery Tied-House/9401 South
Ewing Avenue, and the current parcel.

1 1 . Form Prepared By
name/title

Elizabeth Blasius, Jonathan Solomon

organization Preservation Futures
street & number 53 West Jackson Suite 1637
city or town Chicago

date July 12, 2022
telephone (773) 814-7845
email elizabeth@preservationfutures.com
state Illinois
zip code 60604

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
●

GIS Location Map (Google Earth or BING)

●

Local Location Map

●

Site Plan

●

Floor Plans (As Applicable)
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Photo Location Map (Include for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
this map and insert immediately after the photo log and before the list of figures).

Key all photographs to
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Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 pixels, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity,
the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.

Photo Log

Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue

Name of Property:

Schlitz Brewery-Tied House/9401 South Ewing Avenue

City or Vicinity:

Chicago

County:

Cook

Photographer:

Elizabeth Blasius, Jonathan Solomon, Mike Medina

Date Photographed:

Various, 2021-2022

State:

Illinois

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Photo 1 of 19:
Photo 2 of 19:
Photo 3 of 19:
Photo 4 of 19:
Photo 5 of 19:
Photo 6 of 19:
Photo 7 of 19:
Photo 8 of 19:
Photo 9 of 19:
Photo 10 of 19:
Photo 11 of 19:
Photo 12 of 19:
Photo 13 of 19:
Photo 14 of 19:
Photo 15 of 19:
Photo 16 of 19:
Photo 17 of 19:
Photo 18 of 19:
Photo 19 of 19:

Northwest and West facades, looking east (Elizabeth Blasius)
West facade, looking east (Elizabeth Blasius)
South, Northwest, West facades, looking southeast (Elizabeth Blasius)
North facade, looking south (Elizabeth Blasius)
South facade, looking north (Elizabeth Blasius)
East facade, looking west (Elizabeth Blasius)
Schlitz Globe Detail (Elizabeth Blasius)
West Facade Detail (Elizabeth Blasius)
Bar/Tavern interior, looking east (Elizabeth Blasius)
Bar/Tavern interior, looking west (Elizabeth Blasius)
Rear Bar/Tavern, looking east (Jonathan Solomon)
Rear Bar/Tavern, looking west (Jonathan Solomon)
Rear interior stair (Jonathan Solomon)
Second floor hallway, looking east (Jonathan Solomon)
Second floor hallway, looking west (Jonathan Solomon)
Boarding house room (Elizabeth Blasius)
Boarding house room (Elizabeth Blasius)
Boarding house room (Elizabeth Blasius)
Front Apartment (Mike Medina)
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