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1. Name of Property

Murphysboro Downtown Historic District

historic name

N/A

other names/site number

N/A

Name of Multiple Property Listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location
street & number
city or town
state

Approx. bounded by 9th St, 15th St. Locust St. and Chestnut St.

Murphysboro

Illinois

not for publication
vicinity

county

Jackson

zip code

62966

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
I hereby certify that this
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
In my opinion, the property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national
statewide
local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A

B

C

D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Date

Illinois Department of Natural Resources - SHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official

Title

Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register

determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

x private
x public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

58

building(s)
x district
site
structure

Noncontributing

1
8

58

object

7

buildings
site
structure
object

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
4

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

COMMERCE/TRADE/office building

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

COMMERCE/TRADE/department store

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

GOVERNMENT/courthouse

GOVERNMENT/courthouse

GOVERNMENT/post office

RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

SOCIAL/meeting hall
DOMESTIC/hotel
7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

LATE VICTORIAN/ Queen Anne

foundation:

LATE VICTORIAN/Romanesque Revival

walls:

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19TH/EARLY20TH/Classical Revival
LATE 19TH/EARLY20TH/Beaux Arts

STONE AND BRICK

BRICK AND STONE
TERRA COTTA

roof:

ASPHALT TERRA COTTA

other:

IRON

LATE 19 and Early 20 Am. Movements/
th

TH

Tapestry Brick Commercial
MODERN MOVEMENT
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).

Summary Paragraph

The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District includes portions of the original town plat and four
additional blocks to the west on Walnut Street comprising seventy commercial and governmental
buildings and an object. A variety of architectural styles, formal and commercial, are reflected in the
district. Four properties: the Hennessy building, the Liberty Theater, the Jackson County Courthouse, and
the Elks Hall are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Fifty-eight are contributing; eight are
non-contributing, including seven buildings and one object. Under Murphysboro historic preservation
ordinance: the Hennessy building, the Liberty Theater, the Jackson County Courthouse, the United States
Post Office, and the Laclede Hotel are designated local landmarks.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narrative Description

Murphysboro is the county seat of Jackson County, located at the county’s center, and is comprised of
twenty-five blocks platted in a five-by-five square format with the courthouse block at the center.
Commercial buildings constructed from 1863 to 1908 surround the square. Sidewalks align the square.
Brick streets cover the east, south and west sides of the square. Older buildings are in situ south of the
courthouse square on Chestnut St. from S. 9 St. to S. 12 St. The north side of the square is Walnut Street/
Highway 13. Walnut Street is paved. Business buildings continue west on the north and south sides of
Walnut Street aligned with sidewalks. Banners hang from streetlamps and flower filled urns line the street.
Benches are intermittently placed throughout Walnut St. Turn-of-the-century business buildings line both
sides of Walnut Street to Fifteenth street. Close to the courthouse is Smysor Plaza, a small n urban park
with benches, walkways and a fountain.. Retail shops and restaurants, a movie theater and ice cream store
line Walnut St. The district continues one block north of Walnut St. and N. 9th St. to Locust St. to N. 15th
St. and south to Walnut St.
Architectural styles in the historic district range from the Late Victorian Era, Late 19th, and 20th c Revival,
Late 19th and Early 20th American Movements and the Modern Movement. These architectural styles
exhibit a timeline of the town’s experiences, events, and growth. By the late 1880s everything around the
courthouse was commercially developed. By 1900 the second Jackson County Courthouse had been
standing for twenty years and was surrounded by a full complement of buildings. Many of the structures
were two- and three-story buildings which housed businesses on the first floor and offices and apartments
on the second. Much of this changed when the Tri-State tornado struck Murphysboro on March 18th,
1925. The west side of town, mostly residential, was obliterated. The historic district is on the east side of
town and was impacted but not as severely. Downtown buildings were built from more substantial
materials and survived the storm. Many building owners took the opportunity to update building exteriors
making them more current looking. As a result, R.Z. Gill introduced a new style, Tapestry Brick
Commercial, to the downtown. Many of these buildings are in situ and show the decorative use of terra
cotta with brick. The Jackson County Courthouse was built in 1926-1927 using the Shelbyville Plan,
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originated in Shelbyville, Tennessee, in which the courthouse square is defined by four streets that
intersect at each corner. There is an occasional building from the Modern Movement downtown which
adds to the architectural history timeline.
Setting:
The Courthouse Square is at the center of town from which all streets emanate. Parallel parking spaces
and brick streets surround the courthouse. The Jackson County Courthouse was created in the Classical
Revival style. All four sides are the same. The large concrete and stone building serves as the town’s
visual anchor. County business offices, restaurants, Murphysboro City Administration Building and a
neighborhood bar surround the square. Smysor Plaza showcases a fountain with a sculpture designed by a
nationally- known artist. Walnut Street is on the north side of the square and has grown five blocks to the
west. Retail businesses are on both sides of Walnut St. which is lined with banners and lamp posts along
with benches and plant-filled urns. Parallel parking spaces line both sides of Walnut St. from 10th St. to
16th St.
Building Catalog
The following catalog list of buildings within the Murphysboro Downtown Historic District and contains
the following information:
Address (ID: for locating property on map)
Historic building name, historic or current tenant
Date-actual or estimated, and major alterations
Architect/ builder (if known)
Description
History

Contributing/ Non-contributing/ Listed

Information about building dates, history and tenants comes from several sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: 1897,1902, 1907, 1914, 1927
Atlas: Atlas of Jackson County 1907, Murphysboro Town Plat
Murphysboro City directories: 1901, 1905, 1913, 1926
Newspaper articles: New Republican Era 1883-1925, Carbondale Free press, 1899-1947, Centralia
Evening Sentinel September 15, 1926, Murphysboro Daily Independent 1893-1949, Southern Illinoisan
1949-2020.
Misc.: Tornado Transcription Books, Jackson County Historical Society, Old Brownsville Phase III
Archeological Investigations at an Early Nineteenth-Century Frontier Town and Seat of Justice Jackson
County, Illinois.
Building addresses are based on both the addresses currently on building and used by Sanborn maps and
Jackson County GIS website. Some buildings currently only have one address, but historically had more
than one. Current street names and building addresses are used throughout the nomination to reduce
confusion for the reader.
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Many of the buildings had a rapid flow of tenants over the study period so not all may be documented for
that reason. The following is an attempt to give a clear snapshot of the MDHD retail and business sector
over the period of study.
Building Descriptions
102 South 9th St. (ID:1)
The Laclede Hotel
1869, 1888, 1909, 2010
R.Z. Gill

Contributing

Description:
The Laclede Hotel welcomes guests via an elegant corner entrance at S. 9th St. and Chestnut St. and
occupies S. 9th St. and Chestnut St. The three-story brick hotel was designed in the Tapestry Brick
Commercial Style and has exterior limestone appointments such as windowsills, key stones, and
cornerstones which complement the medium brown brick structure. Symmetrically placed double hung
windows have terra cotta corner squares covering the north and west side of the building. A pediment at
the top has two rows of terra cotta with brick in the center and the stone carved Laclede Crest over the
front door at the top of the third story. The architecture hints at a connection to Raymond Gill’s
architectural style. The newer structure also had a basement with windows wells.
History: The Laclede Hotel sits in block 19 of the original Murphysboro town plat on the courthouse
square facing 9th St. and Chestnut streets. Originally a two-story frame structure built in 1869 faced S. 9th
St. and was supplemented by a two-story brick addition in 1888 enlarging the hotel’s room capacity. A
banquet room for parties and for traveling salesmen to display their wares were also added. A large lift
was added at the end of the brick addition to assist salesmen with their heavy trunks of goods to the
second-floor display room. Taxi wagons would meet the salesmen at the train and haul their cases to the
hotel. William Hoffecker purchased the hotel in 1906 and built a three-story brick hotel over the original
hotel in the Tapestry Brick style in 1909. At that time, he relocated the main entrance to the northwest
corner at the intersection of Ninth and Chestnut streets. The owner added a two-story residence for his
family on the east side of the hotel with access to each hotel floor from the residence.
Remnants of all three construction phases are visible today. The hallways of the 1888 addition are much
smaller than the 1909 addition. Traveling salesmen were welcome at the hotel and often showed their
wares in the second-floor showroom. The hotel had fifty-six modern rooms. Many rooms had private bath
facilities. Large suites were on the corners of each of the two upper floors. By 1905 there were five hotels
in town. The Laclede was one of the finest hotels in town for years and the second of large hotels to have
been built. It also had a full restaurant and bar. Many notable people called the hotel home for years.
Unfortunately, the Laclede became rundown and a home for the less fortunate when it was sold by John
Hoffecker to Lillian McQuay in 1968. The hotel became a rundown apartment hotel until the 1980’s. It
changed hands several time until it was purchased by the current owner, the Shawnee Laclede Company
which began the stabilization process in 2001. When the present owners purchased the hotel, it had a
large tree growing through the third-floor roof. While the hotel is not operating as such it has been
secured, stabilized and work continues on the restoration process. The Laclede is the last original hotel
standing in Murphysboro. It was designated a Murphysboro Local Landmark in 2010.
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A. H. Roberts Hardware & Funeral Home
1891, 1970

County and State

Contributing

Description: The Roberts building is an Italianate two-part commercial block brick construction in block
18 of the original town plat. The original frontispiece of the building seems intact with retail space on the
first floor and residential on the second. The retail space has a center door with windows on either side.
The second-floor entablature is centered and reads “AH Roberts 1891.” Original iron columns and
rectangular portal shapes are in situ. The first-floor windows are fixed. The second floor has three bricked
in round arch windows with stone sills. Above the second-floor windows is a frieze topped by a
decorative brick pediment with dentils and coping. The east side of the building is an exposed former
interior, now exterior wall. There is a second-floor egress with stairs and two arched windows. The
building is in deteriorated condition but still maintains original integrity with the windows, doors, and
exterior accoutrements. In front there is a wide sidewalk and a paved over brick city street.
History: A. H. Roberts was a former Mayor of Murphysboro and an American Civil War soldier under
General John A. Logan. He was one of the last remaining members of the Grand Army of the Republic in
Murphysboro when he passed at the age of 95 in 1939. He moved to Murphysboro in 1872 and served as
Mayor from 1881-82. He established funeral business a year later.
909-911 Chestnut St. (ID:3)
A. H. Roberts Funeral Home
1902, 1908, 1960s,

Contributing

Description: The Italianate building is in block 18 of the original town plat. It is a two-part commercial
block brick building with spaces for two businesses downstairs and businesses or apartments upstairs. The
upstairs has four windows with the original forms, cornices, and iron windowsills. The top of the building
has tin covered cresting with cornices on either side. Iron columns and supports are exposed with the mark
“Murphysboro Foundry.” The building is in a deteriorated condition and is currently being used as a law
office. The first floor has two doors and retail windows for business that look to be mid twentieth century
exterior updates.
History: This was the second building by A. H. Roberts. The original 1902 structure was frame followed
by a brick enlargement in 1908. This building was part of his funeral and hardware business. Today they
are law offices and vacant.
913 Chestnut St. (ID:4)
A. H. Roberts Hardware and Funeral Home
1897, 1902, 1909

Contributing

Description: Originally built from frame construction by A. H. Roberts in 1897. The building is in block
18 of the original town plat and became a two-part Italianate commercial block brick construction when it
was enlarged from 1902 to 1909. It was retail space on the first floor and an embalming business on the
second. The two-part commercial block building is red brick with three windows on the second floor and
four retail windows with transoms and a door on the first floor. The top of the building has a brief frieze
with dentils in the Italianate style. The second-floor windows have recent window inserts with the original
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surrounds in situ. Iron columns across the front are in situ from Murphysboro foundry. The exterior west
wall was a shared wall and was not appropriately finished when the adjacent building was removed.
History is included in 907 Chestnut entry.
1001-1003 Chestnut St. (ID:5)
Central Hotel Building
1878, 1968

Contributing

Description: The original first floor iron columns and support beams are in situ and the only exterior
reference to the original structure. The second floor of this two-story building now has a plain brick
façade with signs of efflorescence. The first floor was saved though there was extensive damage. Midcentury updates were made to the first-floor offices and are what we see today. The building is a one-part
commercial structure in the original town plat block 17 and on the Courthouse Square.
History: The Central Hotel was in full function in 1893 and doing a thriving business. The Central Hotel
building was a two-part commercial block building on the second floor and retail businesses were on the
first floor. It had an ornate frieze and segmental arched windows. The second floor burned in 1968 and
was not replaced. It consumed the second floor of two buildings. The first floor housed the Central Hotel
Saloon and a plumbing and heating business. The hotel posted rates of “$2 a day and hot and cold baths”.
The hotel burned May 17, 1968. The second floor was a complete loss and partial damage was done to the
store fronts after which extensive remodeling was done. Dr. Del Carmen owned both buildings and had
his offices at this location for forty years. The building has new owners as of 2022. Historically the lower
retail spaces were a doctor’s office, a saloon, jewelry store and restaurant.
1007 (1007-1011) Chestnut St. (ID:6)
Central Hotel Building
1893, 1968

Contributing

Description: The structure is a two-part commercial block building in the Italianate style . There are six
segmental arch windows and iron sills on the second floor. The sashes have been replaced and are not
original. Below the roof line is a decorative brick frieze. The first floor has a retail space and an office
with apartments on the second. The original iron columns attached to iron support beams are in situ. The
first floor currently has a Neo-Colonial style updates for the office space, retail space and apartment
entrance.
History: Built prior to 1893, the building is in the original town plat block 17 and on the Courthouse
Square. The first-floor shops have housed various retail businesses over the years. The Central Hotel
occupied the second floor of address 1007 and 1011 Chestnut Street for many years followed by
apartments.
1013-1015 Chestnut St. (ID:7)
Lucier and Van Cloostere Building
1893, 1925, 1968,

Contributing

Description: Today the two-part commercial building has six arched windows on the second floor with a
moderate style brick frieze at the roofline. The arched windows and stone windowsills still exist on the
second floor. The window sashes have been replaced with 20c versions. The building was impacted by the
7
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1925 Tri-State tornado and the Central Hotel fire of 1968. The first floor houses an insurance company
with the façade in mid-century modern style. An awning covers the insurance company windows and
entrance. The second floor apartment entrance is on the west front of the building.
History: Built prior to 1893, the Lucier and Van Cloostere two-part commercial block brick building is in
the original town plat block 17 and on the Courthouse Square. It originally had a very ornate frieze like
1021 Chestnut. While the windows are intact the segmental arches are not. The 1925 tornado impacted
the frieze and segmental arches severely and they were replaced with a simpler version. The first-floor
exterior was updated in 1968 with a mid-century modern style storefront after the Central Hotel fire.
1021 Chestnut St. (ID:8)
Murphysboro Abstract Co.
1893, 1960

Contributing

Description: The Romanesque two-part building has a first-floor commercial business office and an
apartment space on the second floor. The second-floor exterior has an ornate frieze with decorative raised
brick and dentils and three segmental arch windows. The first floor is mid-century modern and is the sign
band is adorned by a neon sign..
History: Built prior to 1893 this building is on the original town plat block 17 and on the Courthouse
Square. Built by Lucier & Van Cloostere prior to 1893 this was only one of the many projects these two
men were involved in. The building did not suffer damages from the Tri-State tornado. Murphysboro
Abstract Company has been at this address for many years.
1023 Chestnut St. (ID:9)
Listed
Cummare’s Italian Restaurant/ Cornelius Hennessy Building
1896, 1950, 2000
Description: Built in 1896 the Hennessy Building is a 2-part block style Richardsonian Romanesque style
structure made from sandstone possibly Boskydell stone. The building is on the original town plat block
17 and on the Courthouse Square. Originally the structure was an Italianate framed building circa 1893
and covered with stone in 1896. It was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2000.
History: Historically it was the Red and White Grocer for the better part of the century. Today it is
Cummare’s Italian Restaurant.
1101-1105 Chestnut St. (ID:10)
Brews Brothers Tap Room/ Minner Pharmacy
1889, 2013

Contributing

Description: Built in 1889 the Minner building is an Italianate style brick structure with the building’s
entrance on the corner of Chestnut and 11th St. It is in the original town plat block 16 and on the
Courthouse Square. The building is a two-part commercial block building with eight arched windows on
the second-floor front and three windows on the east side second floor. Stone cornices, iron sills and brick
frieze embellish are at the top of the building. All the raised decorative brick has been painted yellow. The
second-floor window sashes have been replaced with a smaller size. The remaining windows have
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segmental arches with wood casement. The lower floor has two businesses with upper floor apartments.
There is a permanent awning on the front and east side. Another entrance is parallel to Chestnut Street.
History: Historically built in 1889 for Dr. Minner’s pharmacy, perfumery and doctor’s office. He was a
graduate from Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and the St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons.
The business operated at this location for fifty years. Dr. Minner sold the business to Wallace Werner who
continued the pharmacy business. Today the business is Brews Brothers bar, an upscale brewery and event
venue.
1107-1109 Chestnut St (ID:11)
Yoga Salon/ Ransmeier Building
1927

Contributing

Description: The Ransmeier Building was built in 1927 after the Sanborn maps had been published for
that year. The structure is a one part building comprised of two lots in the original town plat block 16 and
on the Courthouse Square. Built of red brick it has front horizontal rectangular windows filled in with
glass block squares. It looks to be a combination of 1920s and mid-century modern architecture.
History: The earliest documentation for this building is I n June 6th, 1927, as a polling place for a county
election. During the 1940’s it was a unemployment and has been a dance studio for many years. It is in
somewhat deteriorated condition and is currently a Yoga studio.
1115 Chestnut St (ID:12)
Masonic Lodge
1920
R.Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: The Masonic Lodge was built in 1920 and is Classical Revival architecture in the temple
form and in the original town plat block 16. The north facing structure’s exterior is a combination of
concrete, stone and brick all used in a decorative manner. The building is the same today as when it was
built with the exception of a newer door and handicap entrance. The building is a two-story building with
the basement partially above ground. The entrance is at the center with a fan window above and Doric
style pilasters on either side. To the right and left are symmetrically placed pairs of double hung windows
with transoms. A keystone is above each transom. Above the windows and door is an architrave of stone
triglyphs and metopes. Clerestory-stained glass windows are on the three sides, west, east, and south.
History: The temple suffered no damage in the 1925 tornado. A longstanding member who was
interviewed about the incident attributed this to the building’s sixteen-inch-thick walls. The Masonic
Lodge was chartered in 1866. The architect was Rudolph Zerse Gill. He was also a member of the lodge.
1206 Chestnut St (ID:13)
Gift Shop, African American Bar
1906, 1980

Non-contributing

Description: The side of the building’s exterior wall is rough and was a shared wall. The front of the
building has been covered with 1980s cladding alterations. The original building of 1906 is under the
many updates. The east side of the building has portraits of significant Murphysboro people attached to
the wall.
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History: Built around the turn of the century, this is what is left of the last of three buildings housing
African American businesses/ organizations including the African American Legion. It is in the original
town plat block 13.
16-18 (18-14) S 10th St. (ID:14)
County Tax Assessors Office/ Willis Building Block
1870, 1914, 1925
R. Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: The Willis Block Building is a three-part block Tapestry Brick Commercial Style structure
with a fenestration of symmetrically aligned windows and doors. Decorative brick and stone surround and
compliment the fenestration. The façade has a symmetrical stone decoration below the third-floor
windows surrounding a large limestone entablature containing “Willis Building” within the brick. The
third floor has seven windows, two clusters of three and a single window in the center. The second floor
has two clusters of three windows symmetrically aligned with the upper floor. Above the top floor
windows a decorative treatment of concrete or limestone surrounds them. The building has large
entablature with a centered crest at the top.
History: Originally constructed in an 1870s the Victorian Era building was updated in 1914 to its current
style. Noted upgrades to the building were completed when the Leonidas Chapter of the Knights of
Pythias purchased the building October 7, 1925, for seventeen thousand dollars. The 1925 updates were
designed by R. Z. Gill. The 1925 windows were replaced with mid-century modern style double-hung
windows with aluminum surrounds. Historically the building had retail spaces on the first floor and
meeting halls and offices on the upper floors.
22-24 S. 10th St. (ID:15)
Craine Building, Desberger Building
1910, 1980, 2015

Contributing

Description: The current structure two-part commercial structure is a combination of 1910 updates and
updates completed in 2015. A mid-century modern, permanent canopy covers the entire front on the
building. The building was rebuilt with two floors verses the original three and a decorative entablature
with alternating recessions with limestone cresting. In 2015 the entablature became weak and was
replaced with plastic coping.
History: Built in 1880 the Desberger building is in the original town plat block 12. The three-story
building burned in 1910 and was replaced with the current light toned brick building. The Knights of
Columbus began meeting here in 1905 and its membership grew to two hundred members by 1923. Union
house furnishings retail business was on the first floor for years and then it became Craine furniture. The
back of the building still shows a painted advertisement for Morgan’s Trading Post. Today the building
houses Jackson County offices.
108 S. 10th St. (ID:16)
VFW Post 7190
1927

Contributing
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Description: This is a west facing one-part red brick building with five glass brick window inserts. It has a
simple brick exterior built before 1927. The roof has a graduated parapet with the highest point in the
center. There is a permanent canopy over the front door of the northwest corner.
History: Historically the building was a garage. Original town plat block 18 of the original town plat.
Today it is the VFW hall.
1001 Walnut St. (ID:17)
Jackson County Courthouse
1927-1928
Nelson Strong Spencer

Listed

Description: The Jackson County Courthouse was constructed in 1928 and was designed by architect
Nelson Strong Spencer. It was created in the Classical Revival style and is a three-story building covered
in Bedford limestone with brick understructure. All four sides have identical entrances. The building is
much the same as when it was built and was added to the National Register in 2015. The structure is at the
center of the original town plat and Courthouse Square and is the third courthouse at this location. The
cornerstone was set in 1927 and the courthouse was dedicated October 2, 1928. The courthouse setting
follows the Shelbyville square plan delineated by E. T. Price, one of the four major types of courthouse
square plans found in the eastern United States. Three plaques are posted by the Illinois State Historical
Society are on three corners of the courthouse square. On the northeast corner is a plaque to Co H 27th
Illinois infantry. On the southwest corner is a plaque to the first Illinois coal mine of the area about half
mile south of the courthouse. The third plaque is to Logan days which was Memorial Day started in 1914
and is attributed to General John A. Logan. The courthouse is in Block A of the original town plat.
History: The current courthouse is the third courthouse at this site. The town was laid out by surveyor
John Mayfield with the courthouse at the very center of the new town plat. The first courthouse was a log
cabin built in 1843 followed by a second courthouse built in 1870.
1101 Walnut St. (ID:18)
Daum Building, Charter Bank,
1979

Non-Contributing

Description: The Postmodern one-story blonde brick structure was built in 1979. Arches are expressed
through decorative brick surrounding the entrances. A modern version of mansard roofing is expressed via
coping. The structure has a flat roof. The architects were SRGF Group from Carbondale. There is a drive
thru on the south side of the building. The City Administrative building is in the original plat block 17.
History: The structure was originally Charter Bank. The city purchased the building in 1999 and renamed
it the Daum Building/ Murphysboro Administrative Center after a long serving city council man Bill
Daum. The Logan House Hotel was at this same site until it burned in 1975.
1201 & 1200 Walnut St. (ID:19)
Non-contributing
Smysor Plaza/ Park and Regions Bank ATM
1998
Description: Smysor Plaza was constructed in 1998 as an inner-city respite for visitors. Grassy areas with
sidewalks and benches offer a respite for city visitors to enjoy the fountain and sculpture/ object designed
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by local artist John Medwedeff. The sculpture/object is a contemporary piece created from polished
aluminum with the sculptural form lifting upward. It sits in the middle of a fountain with a pool area
surrounded by brick. The Regions bank ATM drive up is integrated well within the green area and
somewhat disguised. The park is in the original town plat block 14.
1102(1104) Locust St. (ID:20)
Workout and Massage, Beatrice Creamery
1895, 1926, 2000

Contributing

Description: This very ornate brick Queen Anne two-part commercial block structure is in the original
town plat block 4. The Beatrice Creamery is on the corner of Locust and 11th streets. It has a northeast
facing corner entrance and retains many of its original elements most of which are on the second floor.
Over the front corner entrance is an ornate oriel window with a turret. The north facing entrance has two
windows on the second floor with carved keystone arches and stone sills. Above the windows is a detailed
cornice with a cymatium. The first-floor entrance and windows were redone in contemporary style in 2000
retaining no historical portions. The Oriel windows, entablature, frieze, ornate keystones and cresting on
the second floor facing north 11th St. are in situ. On the second floor on the 11th St. side there are two oriel
windows and three double hung windows with an ornate cornice. Each window matches the front second
floor window with a carved keystone arch with a palm frond. The frieze has iron stars every 12 inches or
so. All the accoutrements are painted white. There is a side entrance on the first floor. The building has a
permanent canopy.
History: Originally built as the Beatrice Creamery from Nebraska local farmers could bring their cream
for sale. Eventually machinery was offered to farmers at low cost via monthly deductions to pay for
expensive equipment so they could process their own cream and just drop it off at the creamery.
1108 Locust St. (ID:21)
Saloon, Furniture Store, Auction Barn
1897, 1970

Contributing

Description: Built prior to 1897 this two-part commercial block Victorian Era brick and stone building has
two large arch windows on the first floor and two on the second floor with stone block inset in the brick
arches and is in the original town plat block 4. At one time all the arches were windows.
History: Historically the space was originally a furniture store, auction business and has been a saloon
since 1970.
1110 Locust St. (ID:22)
Cindy B’s Café
1928, 1990, 2000

Contributing

Description: The current structure was built after 1927 and is in the original town plat block 4. It has been
a restaurant since its inception. It is a simple one-part commercial brick building and has been updated
many times since the 1930s. The owners expanded the restaurant to the west in the 90s and recently
updated the addition’s exterior.
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History: This space has been a restaurant since 1928. The restaurant is operated by the second generation
of Cindy B’s family and is a famous local eatery. Cindy purchased the restaurant in 1990 and expanded it
to the west. The restaurant addition has recently been updated with cladding.
1200 Locust St. (ID:23)
Yoga Studio, Southern Illinois Milling Company
Bakery Building
1902, 1927, 1960, 2000,

Contributing

Description: The northern portion of this small one-story brick building was constructed before 1902 as
the bakery for the Southern Illinois Milling Company. It is in the original town plat block 5. The 1902
portion maintains an ornamental brick frieze and dentils. The brick is very old deep red. Evidence of two
arched windows show they have been filled in with brick. The southern section, which is about the one
third of the combined structures, was added after 1927 without decorative elements. The building has a
corner entrance and two large windows which have recently been replaced with smaller windows. It has a
corner entrance.
History: The Southern Illinois Milling Company had a four-story brick building built in 1893. The
company was famous for its brand “Faultless Flour”. The oldest section of the 1200 Locust was added in
1902. Through the years it has been a bakery (1902), grocery store (1927), and a doctor’s office (1960)
and now a Yoga Studio.
10-14 N 13th St. (ID:24)
Molly’s Pint, Barth Walker Theater Building
1919, 1930, 2020
R.Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: The Barth Walker Theater is a two-part commercial block building type designed in the
Tapestry Brick Commercial style with brick and terra cotta, cresting, double-hung windows and frieze. It
is in the original town plat block 6 and faces north and west. The building has a first-floor corner entrance
at 13th and Locust streets with a retail window. There are two other retail spaces on the west side first
floor. On the second floor there are eight windows on the west side and six windows on the north side.
There is a window above the corner entrance. There are double-hung, 3/1 windows on the second floor.
All the windows have stone sills. Light colored decorative brick outlines the windows. Diamonds created
from a lighter colored glazed terra cotta are over each window in rectilinear shapes made from lighter
colored brick. Above the second-floor windows running across both sides of the building is a stone
element that looks to serve as a decorative rain deflector. A brick entablature with stone cresting runs
around the top of the building. At the roof line over the front door is an arch with stone finial at the
center.
History: The architect was Rudolph Zerse Gill. The construction date was during 1919-1920. The building
has a long-standing tradition of a second-floor movie theater with a restaurant and retail shops on the first
floor. It is currently being restored with the hopes of all three retail spaces being filled. Molly’s Pint, a
micro-brewery, is the building owner’s business. There is an insurance office with a forthcoming
restaurant. The second floor is the owner’s living space.
20 N 13th St. (ID:25)

Contributing
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S.T.A.R.T., Illinois Central Depot
1897, 1911, 1923, 1969
James Taggart
The building faces east and extends north and south. It exhibits the Chateauesque Revival architectural
style with steeply pitched roof lines, hipped roofs, and a turret. The roof line is unusual in that the center
of the structure has a large high-pitched clay tile roof with a turret at the center. On either side of the
center structure are roof extensions of a lower-level height. The north and south sections housed waiting
rooms for men and women. As was typical of transportation centers of the time the station provided
separate waiting rooms for men and women with the ticketing office in the center as to be accessed by
both male and female patrons. On the far south a permanent drive through canopy is attached and covered
with a tile roof. Conversely on the north end is an express station of the same style. An exterior
wainscoting in stone is present around the entire building. The remainder of the structure is brick. Two
sets of windows one on each side of the centered door were originally for the passenger waiting rooms.
Above the windows are permanent transoms created from small square panes. Above the windows and
door is a limestone keystone and quoins on either side. The “modern express” station was added to the
existing structure in 1923 and echoes the original depot architectural style. The depot was purchased in
1969 and restored for adaptive reuse. Changes were made to the north side waiting room by bricking in
the original door and windows and replaces with clerestory windows. Today it is used as a specialized
training adult rehabilitation center. Original town plat block 5.
History: The original depot was built before 1897 and was initially the Illinois Central Railroad. Built in
1911 this brick and stone structure is the second depot at this site. James Taggart was the architect for the
Illinois Central Railroad and designed this depot. The Express station was added in 1923 to match the
existing architecture. Adaptations were made in 1969 when the building became home to Specialized
Training for Adults and Rehabilitation Training (START).
105 N. 13th St. (ID:26)
START Nurses Station, Kunce Building
1902, 1926, 1997

Contributing

Description: Constructed in 1902 the Kunce Building, formerly the Randolph Monument Company is a
red brick one story structure with a mildly decorative brick frieze with four iron pillars supports across the
front with retail space windows and a center front door. It was designed as a retail space / a one-part
commercial space with six front windows and a center front door. The south side has four clerestory
windows which are now filled in with wood inserts. The building was restored in 1997 with new paint and
repair to the front and sides of the building and a permanent canopy. The is building is in excellent
condition.
History: Originally (1902) a hardware store the Randolph Monument Company purchased and updated the
building 1926. The building was purchased by START in 1997. It was named the Kunce Building at that
time because Mr. Kunce had the structure restored. It is in the JA and TM Logan Addition.
11-15 N. 13th St. (ID:27)
Beauty Shop, New Era Republican Newspaper
1907, 2020

Contributing
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Description: The newspaper building was constructed after 1907. It is a brick two-part commercial block
building with two retail spaces on the first floor and apartments or offices on the second. The original
doors and window surrounds are in situ. The second floor has six windows with stone sills and segmental
arches over the windows. A brick frieze, dentils, and cresting finish out the top facade. The building is in
excellent condition. The building has a permanent awning.
History: The building shows on the 1909 Sanborn maps as a restaurant and is also listed in the city
directories as the New Era Republican. JA and TM Logan Addition.
17-21 N. 13th St. (ID:28)
Naegle Storage, Montgomery Ward Automotive
1940, 1960

Contributing

Description: Large display windows on the front of the building have been covered with wood and are in
situ. The canopy is original and mid-century style. The building is in good condition and currently used as
storage.
History: Built in 1940 this one-part commercial block, yellow brick building was an automotive tire store
originally built and owned by Firestone Tires. It was purchased by Montgomery Ward as their automotive
center in 1960s.The automobile sales and services centers were prolific in Murphysboro. The original car
lift is in the building along with some Firestone memorabilia. JA and TM Logan Addition.
11 - 21 N 11th St. (ID:29)
C. E. Tanner Building
1897, 1960

Contributing

Description: This is one building with three store fronts built in the two-part commercial style. The firstfloor storefronts were remodeled mid-century. They have modern permanent canopies. The upper façade
still maintains its original ornate brick frieze above all three storefronts.
History: The Tanner Building brick structure is on the 1897 through 1927 Sanborn maps as a two-part
commercial block brick building with simple storefronts which housed many different retail businesses
such as the Liberty Restaurant, saloon, barber, jewelry, and grocery store. Original town plat block 7.
1100 Walnut St (1102, 1106) (ID:30)
Reed - Heller Attorneys, W. Boucher Building
1905, 1991

Contributing

Description: The Boucher building is a Classical Revival two-part commercial building with a business
entrance on the corner. The second-floor frieze is embellished with diamond shapes in a lighter color
brick. It has a pediment on the second floor over the doorway with “Boucher 1905”. Five second floor
windows face Walnut St. and another five second floor windows face 11th St. Each of the windows has a
stone cornice and windowsills. The second-floor window above the entrance is surrounded by nine quoins
set around it. Canopies cover the first-floor windows. The only changes were updates to the interior and
exterior updates to six windows on the first floor for the occupying business. An oculus window facing
eleventh street was bricked in within the footprint early on. The building is in excellent condition.
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History: The structure has been a retail space with offices on the second floor since its inception.
Historically the first floor was a pharmacy, men’s furnishings and a furniture store prior to Reed Heller
Attorney’s purchasing the building in 1985. Exterior changes, wainscotting and paint, were added to the
front in 1991. Original town plat block 7.
1110 Walnut (ID:31)
Contributing
Beauty Salon, Wm Boucher Bank Block
1889, 2000
Description: The William Boucher Building and Bank Block was constructed in 1889. The two-part
commercial block Italianate building is ornate with several painted tin embellishments attached to the
brick front with screws. The embellishments include pilasters, cornices, finials, a frieze, and pediments on
the second-floor front of the building. The name “Bank Block” is centered on the entablature. The first
floor has three different businesses, and the windows and canopy are 20c architecture.
History: The building has housed the City National Bank for many years on the first floor. The second
floor was the Daegle Photography Studio, famous for regional portrait photography. Prior to the Tri-State
tornado, the building extended to the west corner. Unfortunately, the building was damaged and only the
current section of the building remains. It was originally white with grey trim as it is today. Some of the
tin embellishments needed restoration and were restored. The embellishments have always been tin.
1002 – 1008 Walnut St (1007 Locust, 11 N 10th, 13 N 10th) (ID:32)
Joni Beth Bailey Attorney, Van Cloostere Building
1897/1925, 2010
R. Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: This is a Tapestry Brick Commercial Style building. The two-part commercial block brick
building has fourteen symmetrically-placed windows on the second floor and three retail windows on the
first floor with permanent canopies. Each of the second-floor windows are appointed with terra cotta
corner squares. All the windows have limestone windowsills, and the window sashes are 3/1, typical of the
1920s . Symmetrically-placed diamonds are located on the sign band beneath the windows. The first floor
has three offices or retail spaces with the original retail display windows. There are offices and apartments
on the second floor. The building is in good condition and on the Courthouse Square.
History: Built prior to 1897 the Van Cloostere building was originally a three-story, Victorian Era
structure. After the 1925 tornado in which the structure was severely damaged, at the behest of Mrs. Van
Cloostere, architect Rudolph Gill designed a Tapestry Brick style facade. Mr. Van Cloostere was a longstanding Murphysboro contributor having moved to town in 1885. Original town plat block 8.
1202 Walnut St (1202, 1204) (ID:33)
L&B investment, F. W. Woolworth,
1920s/ 1963

Contributing

Description: The structure is a very simple large blonde brick mid-century building with an expanse of
retail windows and double doors typical of mid-century department stores. The second floor is abbreviated
and designed strictly for warehouse space. The windows and double doors for the Woolworth Company
are still being used today by the current business. The structure looks to be in good condition and is well
maintained.
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History: The Woolworth building was built sometime in the 1920s and was a two-story building in
Classical Revival with both floors dedicated to the famous five cent retailer. The original building was
demolished and replaced in 1963 with a two-story modern structure. Woolworth closed in 1978. Today the
building is owned by a private business, L& B Investment. Original plat block 6.
1214 Walnut St, 1902 (ID:34)
Contributing
Creative Marketing, Weber Building
1902, 1925
R.Z. Gill
Description: Constructed in 1902 this two-part commercial block small building is articulated in the
Tapestry Brick Commercial style using brick and terracotta. The frieze is comprised of various shades of
brown and tan brick augmented by white glazed terracotta squares and diamonds throughout in a
symmetrical plan. The parapet is divided into three sections with terracotta cresting. Within the center
section is a diamond shape in terracotta and square shapes are on either side. Below this a rectilinear
design articulated in brick and terracotta. The second floor has three, 9/9 double-hung windows with a
stone windowsill in the center of the second-floor fenestration. The first-floor entrance and windows were
recently updated for the new business owners. The building is well maintained. The fenestration looks like
R Z Gill’s architectural style due to the symmetrical placement of terracotta squares.
History: Historically, it has been Weber’s retail clothing store. The facia of the building was restored after
the 1925 tornado. Original plat block 6.
1218 Walnut St (ID:35)
Sis’s Furniture, Hayes Building
1902, 1925, 1964

Contributing

Description: The two-part commercial block tan brick building has glass retail display windows across the
first floor and Chicago style windows on the second floor. The façade has periodic terra cotta squares and
brick in decorative designs on the second story frieze. The building has tin cresting at the top.
History: Originally constructed in 1902 as a retail space, the Hayes building was updated after the 1925
tornado in the Tapestry Brick Commercial Style with Chicago style windows and cresting in tan brick.
The parapet and terracotta cresting was removed in 1964 during a downtown renovation period. Today the
cresting is tin. The window sashes were also replaced. Although not documented, this is believed to have
been remodeled by Gill as it is typical of his style. Original plat block 6.
1301 Walnut St (ID:36)
Regions Bank, City National Bank
1963

Contributing

Description: Built in 1963 the City National Bank is International Style architecture and is original. The
asymmetrical front façade incorporates several rectilinear forms using brick, cladding, concrete, metal and
painted surfaces. The building is a long stretched out structure very typical of the mid-century modern
movement.
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History: Several older frame buildings were razed to make room for the bank building. The City National
Bank's construction was the leader in a movement to upgrade and modernize downtown Murphysboro.
Today it is the Regions Bank. JA and TM Logan Addition.
1329 Walnut St (ID:37)
Murphysboro Event Center, Old Elks Lodge
1916, 1926
R.Z. Gill

Listed

Description: The Elks Lodge is Beaux Arts style designed by Rudolph Gill in 1916 and added to the
National Register in 2005. The structure was altered after the 1925 tornado. The building originally had a
formal rooftop garden with trellises which was not replaced after the tornado. The symmetrical brick and
limestone building is a very ornate fenestration with a centered arched doorway with an Elk head crest
surrounded by fruit garlands at the keystone. The first-floor windows are symmetrically placed with
limestone keystones at the top center. The second floor has an inset balcony with centered columns above
which are corbels and dentils with cresting in symmetrical form. Today it is serves as the Murphysboro
Event Center and is well maintained. JA and TM Logan Addition.
1331 Walnut St. (ID:38)
Ozburn Insurance, Orlandoni’s Sandwich Shop,
1913, 1940, 2021,

Non-Contributing

Description: The structure has had major exterior and interior changes and exhibits no historic merit. The
exterior is covered with a painted stucco like surface and the windows have aluminum sashes. JA and TM
Logan Addition.
History: The retail space at 1331 Walnut St was built before 1914 and after 1909. The building footprint
has not changed or changed minimally since its inception. It has always been a retail space.
1333 Walnut St (1339) (ID:39)
Historic Liberty Theater, Tilford Theater
1913, 1918, 1933, 2010

Listed

Description: The Liberty Theater is a community venue which maintains its 1930s vitrolite Art Deco
exterior and three-quarter size neon marque. The front of the venue has paired centered metal doors and
three film poster display windows, one between the doors and one on either side of the doors. Black
vitrolite covers the remaining area of the façade except for gold inlay spelling the name LIBERTY above
the center poster display window. Gold inlay is at the top of the vitrolite where it meets the marque. The
sidewalk in front of the building has inscribed bricks inset.
History: Liberty Theater is a historic movie theater built in 1913 as the Tilford Theatre and one of the first
flicker/ movie theaters in Murphysboro. The theater's name was changed in 1918 during a wave of
patriotism inspired by World War I. The longtime owner Mr. Marlow followed American theater
architecture very closely and was a member of the National Theatre organization. Updates were made in
the 1930s in Art Deco style and are primarily intact today. The business closed in 1998 and reopened as a
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not-for-profit in 2002. Interior updates were made to restore the existing light fixtures and the marquee
was rebuilt in 2010. JA and TM Logan Addition.
1335-1341 Walnut St. (ID:40)
Jeffery Building
Ca. 1914, 1920, 2000
R.Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: This two-part commercial block Classical Revival style variegated red brick, stone and terra
cotta building has a brick parapet topped with terra cotta cresting and pinnacles at either end of the roof
line. Beneath the parapet is a cornice with dentils that extends across the front of the building. A Chicago
style window is at the center of the second story façade and topped with a terra cotta pediment with
complimenting quoins on the side with a quoin surround topped with a keystone centered cornice. Five
double hung windows with cornices and keystones are symmetrically placed on either side of the Chicago
style window. Each window has a stone sill. The east and west corners have symmetrically placed quoins.
On the first floor the storefront doors and windows have been moderately altered. There are four storefront
business addresses on the first floor which are all retail. The second floor is apartments. While it is not
documented the iconography of the fenestration leads to conclude R. Z. Gill was the architect.
History: The Jeffrey Building was built after 1909 and before 1914, based on a study of Sanborn Fire
Insurance Maps. Various retail stores have done business at the four different locations in the building.
During the Tri-State tornado the building suffered very little damage if any. The basement was very cool
and dry and served as a morgue during the tornado. JA and TM Logan Addition.
1401 Walnut St. (ID:42)
Southern Illinois Dermatology, US Post Office
1911, 1990
James Knox Taylor

Contributing

Description: Built from 1911 to 1912, the former United States Post Office is now a dermatology office
and fitness center. Architect James Knox Taylor, supervising architect for the Department of Treasury,
designed the building in the Classical Revival style with a raised portico, classical entablature, Doric
columns and four eagles on the parapet by the building’s inscription. Constructed from brick, stone and
concrete the exterior is much like it was when it was originally constructed. The windows on the east side
of the north facing building were filled in with brick in the 90s. The window surrounds are in situ.
History: The building was dedicated to George Washington Smith, a congressman representing the area.
When his congressional colleagues came to his funeral in Murphysboro, they wanted to memorialize him
due to his development of rural mail routes legislation. This is how the supervising architect department of
Treasury James Knox Taylor became involved in the building design. Taylor retired the following year.
and the building was designated a Murphysboro Local Landmark in 2022. JA and Tm Logan Addition.
1403 Walnut St. (ID:42)
1st Bank & Trust
1967

Contributing
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Description: This structure was built in 1967 for the First Bank and Trust. It was built in the contemporary
style with flat surfaces, different combination of materials, flat roof, no decorative detailing but various
combination of materials. The building has large flat surfaces created from contrasting materials, grayish/
tan brick and light-colored concrete with metal and glass doors. All the buildings frontal surfaces are
large flat planes.
History: Elizabeth Jenkins Logan’s home was at this sight, the mother of General John A. Logan and
Thomas Logan. Her son Thomas founded the Murphysboro 1st Bank & Trust. There is a historical marker
placed at this site by the Illinois State Historical Society. TM 4th Logan Addition.
1302 Walnut St. (ID:43)
Sis’s Memories Antiques
1897, 1902, 1940, 1964

Contributing

Description: This two-part commercial block brick commercial structure has cresting and decorative
brickwork on the upper facia. The top half of the original second floor has three arched windows which
have been bricked in and the lower portion replaced with small double hung windows. The stone
windowsills remain. The windows on both floors were replaced in the 1940s and again in 1964 during an
updating phase in the downtown area. The windows are in situ but the original transoms are covered with
tin. The store has a center entrance and a permanent older canopy.
History: The building was originally a frame structure built in 1897 and bricked over by 1902. At one
time it had a corner entrance and was a confectionary. JA and TM Logan 2nd Addition.
1306 Walnut St (ID:44)
Walnut Street Properties, Margolies Clothing
1897,1925, 1960

Contributing

Description: This two-part commercial brick building has a subtle brick frieze, dentils, cresting and a
pediment. The second-floor windows are asymmetrical with a pair of double hung windows next to a
single double hung window. It has structural glass display windows on the first floor. It has a permanent
canopy, and the transoms are covered with tin.
History: The construction date was before 1897 because it is on the 1897 Sanborn maps. It is two-part
commercial block structure and has been used for several types of fashion ready to wear sales, and a
bakery. JA and TM Logan 2nd Addition.
1308 Walnut St. (ID:45)
Cutting Edge Catering, Rule of Pie
1897, 2009

Contributing

Description: This one-part brick commercial building has dentils and cresting with a small parapet. The
storefront had an update in 2009 which included exterior cladding, two medium fixed windows, center
door and a permanent canopy. The buildings’ interior has been completely restored to original tin ceiling
to brick walls and pine floor.
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History: Built before 1897 it is still a tiny brick building with shared walls. The interior tin ceiling and
walls have recently been restored. Cutting Edge Catering calls this building home. JA and TM 2nd Logan
Addition. Contributing.
1310 Walnut St. (ID:46)
Rienhardt Properties, Dreamland Confectionary
1901, 1960

Contributing

Description: Built before 1902, this one-part commercial structure has a simple storefront with a facade
and pediment free of embellishment with a limestone cresting. The store windows and doors were updated
in the 1960s with structural glass windows on either side of a center door. The casings are metal. A
permanent canopy runs across the storefront.
History: Historically this small retail space has been a candy kitchen named The New Dreamland serving
homemade candies. The building is on the 1902 Sanborn maps but not the 1897.
1314-1316 Walnut St. (ID:47)
Contributing
Building Supply, Drug Store
Ca. 1897, 1902, 1960
Description: The embellishments and updates of this one-part block building have a parapet and brick
appointments. Paired center doors are at the center with large structural glass windows on either side
supported by a stack bond skirting.
History: The Building Supply was originally a frame structure built after 1897 and brick by 1902.
Historically the space was a drug store for many years. It was updated in the 1960s to include new store
front windows and includes a shared parapet update with 1316 Walnut.
1318 Walnut Street (ID:48)
Cold Blooded Coffee, O.K Drug Store
1927, 2021

Contributing

Description: This is a one-story brick building which shares a parapet treatment with 1316 Walnut. The
building was recently restored (2021) revealing its brick walls, tin ceiling and hard wood floors. The front
has new fixed windows.
History: Historically there was a frame building here before 1927 that served as a drug store since 1902.
More than likely the building was demolished during the Tri-State tornado as were many downtown frame
structures and replaced with a brick structure. Today the space is Cold Blooded Coffee, an upscale coffee
shop.
1320 Walnut St. (1320,1322, 1324) (ID:49)
Hardware and Pets, Foss Martel Building
1923, 1960
R. Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: The two-part commercial block, Tapestry Brick Commercial Style building has a peaked
centered parapet with limestone cresting and limestone decorative inserts. The cornice is a combination of
brick with limestones diamond shaped inserts and a centered plaque inscribed with “Foss Martel”. Three
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Chicago windows extend across the second-floor frontispiece. Each window has sidelights with fixed
transoms. The first floor has mid-century style structural glass windows across the front with centered
double doors. Across the front is a permanent canopy. Above the canopy is a metal cladding
approximately four feet tall covering what are probably windows.
History: Constructed in 1923 the structure was built for Cleophas J “Foss” Martel a very well-known local
merchant. Youngs Dry Goods was resident for many years followed by Montgomery Wards until 1960
when Hardware and Pets purchased the building. Major department stores like Montgomery Wards
assisted in building a thriving community by meeting a family’s personal and domestic needs. The
building lost one piece during the tri-state tornado, the crest which was atop the building. It was not
replaced.
1324, 1326, 1328 Walnut St (ID:50)
George’s Resale, Joplin Building
Ca. 1913, 1927, 1964

Contributing

Description: This brick, two-part commercial block structure was originally Classical Revival. The
construction date was after 1909 and before 1914 with changes made by 1927 due to the Tri-State tornado.
It is a two-part commercial block brick building with plain brick facade and four centered double hung
windows with Chicago windows on either side on the second floor. The first floor has structural glass
windows for the entire length of the front with double doors to the right. Orange Vitrolite fills in the side
area and below the display windows. There is a permanent canopy with metal sheeting above it probably
covering fixed transom windows associated with changes on Walnut Street in 1964.
History: The historic use was professional offices were upstairs and retail space was downstairs. Known
as the Joplin concrete building because it was built from concrete blocks in 1913 and was associated with
Mayor Joplin. JC Penny’s opened in 1927 after the tornado which was a show of support for commerce in
Murphysboro. Architect Gill had his office on the second floor until his death in 1951. George’s Resale
opened for business in the 1990s and is a Main Street stronghold.
1330 Walnut St. (ID:51)
SJ Properties, Morgan Building
Ca. 1898, 2021

Contributing

Description: This brick two-part Classical Revival block building has a parapet with stone cresting and
decorative embellishment in stone and brick. The upper facade is a different brick than the first floor. The
original transoms are intact on the first floor as are the original storefront windows and bays. The secondfloor window sashes were replaced.
History: Built between 1897 and 1902, the structure has remained much the same until recently. The
building has recently undergone a complete restoration and is in excellent condition. The current owners
have been sensitive to the need to maintain the building's architectural character. JA and TM Logan 2nd
Addition.
1332 & 1334 Walnut St. (ID:52)
Contributing
Hometown Pride Candy and Gifts, The Midget Candy and Ice Cream
1902, 2021
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Description: This small one-part structure was made from concrete blocks which filled in a space between
two buildings. It currently houses two storefronts, one for a candy store (1334) and the other a yoga studio
(1332). The candy store has two large “fixed” windows on the front with the front door to the side. The
yoga studio has early twentieth century retail display windows with a center glass door.
History: Built before 1902 and has been used as retail space from the onset. Historic photographs indicate
the candy store occupied both retail spaces in the 20s and 30s.
1336, 1338, 1340 Walnut (ID:53)
Mansfield Law Office, M. E. Allen Building
1906, 2020

Contributing

Description: M. E. Allen Building houses three businesses: the Mansfield Law Office (1340), Think
Vintage (1338) and The Apple Tree (1336). It is a one-story, Tapestry Brick Commercial Style structure
meant for multiple retail businesses. The owner’s name is inscribed on a stone plaque in the center of the
parapet along with the date “1906” with white terra cotta squares on each corner of the parapet. Recessed
enameled terra cotta rectilinear shapes stretch across the building’s frieze. The building has recently been
restored. The owners were keenly aware to maintain historic relevance during restoration. Recently a
mural panel was applied to the west side wall depicting historic downtown Murphysboro.
History: Built in 1906, this was the only building in downtown Murphysboro owned by a woman, Martha
E. Allen. The well-known Doerr Drug store resided in the corner retail space for many years which was
known for its soda fountain. JA and TM Logan 2nd Addition
1400 Walnut St. (ID:54)
Small Town Scoop, Apollo Opera House
1888, 1924, 1990, 2021
R.Z. Gill

Contributing

Description: This two-part commercial block historic structure is at the corner of 14th and Walnut Street
facing south. The Tapestry Brick Commercial Style building maintains much of the original 1924
redesign. Long terra cotta insets extend vertically from below the crested roof line on opposite sides of the
fenestration. Within the front fenestration are three sets of replacement windows on the second floor. The
center set is comprised of three double hung windows topped by either a stone or concrete blind arch. The
window pairs on either side are a pair of casement windows with the same style blind arch above.
Symmetrically placed terra cotta squares surround the windows’ perimeter. Vertical terra cotta insets are
on either side of the center window. The building has a modern canopy. The first-floor retail entrance is
centered with waist high fixed windows extending across the building’s front.
History: Built in 1888, the Apollo Opera House was a two-floor ornate structure with retail space on the
first floor and Opera House on the second. In 1924 the building was redesigned in Tapestry Brick
commercial style by R Z Gill. One can see influences of Gill’s style such as terra cotta shapes
symmetrically placed throughout the facia. JA and TM 4th Addition.
1402(1404) Walnut St. (ID:55)
Balloonology, Beauty Salon
1909, 1914, 1960

Contributing
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Description: The brick, one-part commercial block building has a mid-century modern style structural
storefront and entrance. The brick above the storefront is painted. The interior has been updated.
History: This small building has been in place since 1909 when it was originally a frame structure. The
building was changed to brick in 1914. The retail space has had assorted types of shops through the years
and is currently a party business.
. JA and TM Logan 4th Addition.
1408 Walnut St. (1406, 1406 ½, 1408) (ID:56)
Schwebel Printing, Horseheld Print Shop,
1902, 1914, 1960s

Non-contributing

Description: This one-part commercial structure has fixed windows on either side of the center door. To
the right of the main entrance is a delivery door to the print shop. Imitation brick cladding covers the
façade. A permanent canopy stretches across the building front. An orange vitrolite skirt is under the fixed
windows.
History: This small red brick vernacular one-part commercial structure was a frame building in 1902 and
bricked over in 1914. There has been a print shop business in this structure since 1947. Exterior updates
were done in 1960. If the non-historic cladding above the storefront were removed and the historic
material beneath it was intact, it could be contributing. JA and TM Logan 4th Addition.
1416 Walnut St. (ID:57)
Music Store, Beck’s Meat Market
1900, 1980, 2021

Contributing

Description: This is a two-part commercial brick Italianate style building. The first floor has shop
windows with a centered recessed front door with the original cast-iron support columns. The first-floor
transoms are covered with EIFS. A door to the second floor is to the east of the retail entrance. Living
quarters are on the second floor. Cresting, dentils are at the roofline with segmental arch windows
beneath. The sashes have been replaced with twentieth-century aluminum windows. The structure is
currently being restored for an upcoming music business.
History: Constructed after 1897 but before 1902 according to Sanborn map research. Historically this has
been a meat market with family living quarters on the second floor. JA and TM Logan 4th Addition.
1418-1420 Walnut St. (ID:58)
Studio 84, Western Auto Store/
1925,1980

Non-contributing

Description: Today the building has 1950 style display windows, and the surface has been covered with a
concrete EIFS.
History: There was a structure on this lot in 1927. However, it is believed the existing structure was built
after the tornado of 1925. The previous owner’s son purchased the building in the 1950s and added the
second story. JA and TM Logan 4th Addition.
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Big Muddy Comics, Hardware
1909, 1924,1940

County and State

Contributing

Description; The exterior treatment on this one-part block is variegated brick with “1924” etched in
limestone at the center. On either side are large rectangular shapes expressed in brick above each store
front. The transoms have been covered with EIFS. There are permanent canopies above each retail space.
The west retail entrance has a centered door with structural glass windows on either side. The east side
retail space has a door on the far side with a large display window in the remainder. The doors are 1940s
vintage.
History: The Sanborn maps show a frame structure here in 1909 and a brick structure in 1924. Currently
it is now a one-part commercial structure with two retail addresses. Historically the businesses were a
hardware store and a pharmacy. JA and TM Logan RR Addition.
1430 Walnut (ID:60)
Non-contributing
Telephone Company
1990s
Description: This a 1990s light tan brick building set back from the street with a parking lot in front.
History: This is where the original Murphysboro telephone company offices used to be located.
East of 104 N 14th St. or 1321 1/2 Manning (ID:61)
Art Studio
1910

Contributing

Description: This small brick commercial warehouse was built in the early 20th century. It has arched
windows on either side of an arched entry-- what was once the front door. All three of the portals are
boarded over and the current entry is on the south side of the building. It currently serves as a textile
artist’s studio.
History: Built after 1909 but before 1914 this commercial warehouse building has arched windows and
doors. It was primarily a warehouse. Currently it is in excellent condition and has been beautifully
maintained. JA and TM Logan 2nd Addition.
5 N 15th St. (ID:62)
Whimsey Photography Studio, Sporting Goods
1930, 1950

Contributing

Description: This one-part commercial block building looks to have been originally built around the 1930s
and added onto in the 1950s. Murphysboro telephone directory research shows a business at this place in
1930.The rusticated brick above the storefront is light tan and beige and much different than the main
floor exterior, which is smoother and lighter in color. The fixed retail display windows are large. A
permanent canopy runs across the entire front of the structure.
History: Historically this building has been a sporting goods store where students purchased their sports
gear. JA and TM RR Addition.
3 N. 15th St. (ID:63)

Contributing
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Beauty Salon
Ca. 1927
Description: This brick one-part retail space has brick columns with pinnacles on the north and south ends
of the building with limestone diamond shape inserts on the front approximately a foot down from the roof
line. A pent roof canopy runs across the front above the original transom windows and storefront windows
which have maintained their original appearance. Bay windows are on either side of a center front door
with painted panels underneath.
History: Built before 1927 and after 1914 this structure is much the same as it was when it was originally
built. JA and TM Logan RR Addition.
1504(1503) Walnut St. (ID:64)
Law Office, Pharmacy
1926, 1947, 1970

Non-contributing

Description: This is one-story building is located at on the corner of Walnut Street and N 15th. It has an
irregular shape, a mansard roof, and a driveway window on the corner. The cladding is stucco with wood
framing, meant to resemble half-timbered walls.
History: Historically this building was a Texaco and Goodrich filling station. And the profile of the
building still looks very much like a filling station from the 1950s. Built approximately 1926 the building
has changed purposes or uses from a petrol station in 1926 to a drive-up pharmacy to now a law office in
2000. Its integrity has been compromised due to the non-historic exterior treatment, but the profile of the
original building exists. JA and TM RR Addition.
1508 Walnut St. (ID:65)
R. J’s Video Store, McCann’s Grocery
1909, 1940, 1984

Contributing

Description: This is a one-part commercial block brick building with a frieze and dentils.
It has a permanent canopy and display windows across the entire front of the store. The entrance is to the
west end of the front. Two iron columns remain from the original structure.
History: The Sanborn maps indicate the building was built after 1902 and before 1909. Changes were
made in 1940 when it became McCann’s Grocery. The display windows were updated circa 1980 and
some of the brick was replaced on certain portions of the façade when the space became RJ’s Video Store.
JA and TM RR Addition.
1514(1516, 1518) Walnut St. (ID:66)
Rowden’s Car Service, Nash Car Dealer
1908, 1960

Contributing

Description: This is one-part commercial brick building with façade and pediment. There are three
rectilinear recessed areas on the façade above the canopy articulated in the brick exterior. A permanent
canopy runs the full length of the store front. Two storefronts are present with a door for each at the center
of the building. There are fixed glass windows for each business address.
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History: Historically this was used as an automobile dealership and car service. The original construction
was after 1902 but before 1909. Today the building is vacant. JA and TM RR. Addition.
18 N. 10th St. (1897 map address N. Main St) (ID:67)
Bank of Carbondale, Daniel Grocery
1894, 1925, 1960

Contributing

Description: this two-part commercial block Queen Anne building has Romanesque influences. The
second floor has a corner turret and north side has two oriel windows with cantilevers alternated with
seven arched windows. Many of the windows have sash inserts but the original profiles are in situ. The
turret has artificial siding covering much of the original detail as do some of the windows. The west side
second floor exterior has had incongruous architectural updates changing the entrance to the center
exterior. The first floor was remodeled in the 1920s when the structural glass storefront was added. The
building originally had a corner entrance.
History: Built in 1894, this Queen Anne two-part commercial block building was built by the local wellknown grocer, Ben Daniel. His retail business became so popular it eventually became a wholesale
operation. By 1920 the building housed Rathberger’s Notions. Original plat block 9.
902-904 Locust St. (ID:68)
American Legion, Amity Lodge,
1908

Contributing

Description: The building is a two-part commercial block structure. It has a parapet with a centered stone
inscription panel reading “Amity Lodge”. The second floor has six large windows with stone lintels and
sills. The original sashes have been replaced with glass blocks. Above the second-floor windows are six
rectangular recessed shapes, one above each window in the brick fenestration. The first floor has a door
approximately center front surrounded by sidelights. There are three shoulder height windows on the first
floor which have been filled in with glass blocks. There is a canopy over the door and two east side
windows.
History: The Amity Lodge Chapter #132 in Murphysboro, men’s society organization, began in 1853 and
was the first and oldest of local men’s societies. The organization built the Amity Lodge in 1908 and held
their meetings on the second floor. They leased the first floor out to business. Original plat block 2.
908 Locust St. (ID:69)
American Legion
1897

Contributing

Description: This two-part commercial block building has had multiple adaptations since construction in
1897. Two windows on the first floor have been blocked in with glass blocks as has the front door
surround. The four second floor windows have the same glass block treatment. A center door is
surrounded by sidelights which are filled with glass blocks. The building has two colors of red brick on
the first floor and beige on the second. An iron lintel runs across the front of the building.
History: American Legion. Original plat block 2.
102 N. 10th St. (ID:70)

Contributing
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Old American Legion Building
1897
Description: Sanborn maps indicate this two-part commercial block Italianate style brick building was
built before 1897. Architecturally it has ornate brickwork roofline and upper facade on the side and front.
The four second floor windows have stone lintels and sills. The window sashes have been replaced with
aluminum frames. There is a canopy covering the front door entrance and windows. The first-floor
entrance is centered and has large, fixed windows on either side. The front is supported by three iron
pillars.
History: It has typically been used as a grocery and also the American Legion building and storage. The
national charter for the American Legion was sealed in 1919. The Legion was a community organization
meant to help veterans return to normal lives well into the 1970s. Original plat block 2.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

x A
B

x C

D

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.
Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.
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(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE

County and State

1869
1925

TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURE

Significant Person

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Period of Significance

Cultural Affiliation (if applicable)

COMMERCE (1870-1972)
TRANSPORTATION (1873-1972)
ARCHITECTURE (1870-1972)
POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT (1843-1972)
Significant Dates

Architect/Builder

Taylor, James Knox, Architect
Gill, R, Z., Architect
Spencer, Nelson S. Architect
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria,
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations).

The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion A for Commerce, Transportation, and Politics/Government, and Criterion C for Architecture.
The city of Murphysboro has been the county seat for Jackson County since 1843 and a total of three
courthouses were built at the center of the Courthouse Square, the most recent of which was built from 1927 to
1928. The district contains a former post office designed by Federal Reserve architect John Knox Taylor in
1912. Town commerce developed around the Courthouse Square which has served as a focal point of economic
activity for over 100 years. In addition to serving as the county seat, numerous hotels, banks, saloons
department stores, law offices, and specialty stores have historically been present on the streets around the
Courthouse Square and beyond. The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District is significant under Criterion C
due to the presence of diverse architectural styles such as Classical Revival, Late Victorian, Late 19th, and 20th
c. Revival, commercial and vernacular. The vernacular style holds the district together as a contrast with the
more formal architectural styles. Murphysboro was impacted by the 1925 Tri-State tornado at which time many
of the buildings were redesigned by well-known architect RZ Gill. The historic district contains 58 contributing,
7 non-contributing buildings, 1 non -contributing object and 4 properties listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. The period of significance is 1869 to 1972 representing the date of construction for the earliest
building and 50-year cutoff date for the National Register.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Murphysboro, Illinois: History and Development
The City of Murphysboro was established in 1843. The town was platted with the streets laid out in a northsouth-east-west grid fashion with Walnut St. to the north of the courthouse and Chestnut St. to the south. Locust
St. ran east-west a block north of Walnut St. and Mulberry St. ran east-west just south of Chestnut St. running
north-south at this time, from east to west, included Cherry St., Main St., Broad St., Spring St., and Union St. It
is noted that the north-south St. names were changed to numbers in 1900. In 1888, a map of Murphysboro
shows that the town had grown considerably in less than 50 years with a population of just under four thousand.
It had become a large city in southern Illinois and with its big city status new churches were built and a new
school was added, the town's first high school, called Logan or Westside school. At the turn of the century
Murphysboro became known at the became known as the “Queen City” of Southern Illinois for the prosperity
afforded its citizens. The original Jackson County courthouse built in 1844 and the Logan House built in 1845
were the main two structures in town after its inception which consisted mainly of dwellings such as log cabins
and frame structures.
The growth of Murphysboro was slow during the first decade. However, by the year 1880 it had a population of
just over 2,000 people and had become more diverse with people from Great Britain, Germany, and Italy
comprising most of the immigrants. The African American population had grown from basically nothing before
the Civil War to about 4% of the population. A map published in 1876 shows the original streets but with the
town growing slightly to the north, south, east, and west. Walnut St. is now extended westward to a railroad
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depot on the Cairo to St. Louis narrow gauge railroad line. This depot was later replaced by the Mobile and
Ohio railroad company in 1888 after it took over the Cairo to Saint Louis line. The city continued to grow in
1890s and by 1900 the population has risen to almost 6500 people.
Regarding early economic development, salt, and coal we are important commodities for southern Illinois and
Murphysboro. Coal mining in southern Illinois began in the early 19th century along the banks of the Big
Muddy River with coal shipped on boats down the Big Muddy onto New Orleans. The Mount Carbon Coal
Company just south of Murphysboro was established by the Illinois General Assembly in 1834-1835 as a public
entity and allowed to incorporate for the purposes of mining coal, metals, and minerals contiguously in Jackson
County. The coal from southern Illinois was considered high quality and was highly valued especially in iron
smelting. Coal mining was labor intensive and involved digging shafts by hand with very poor ventilation. Once
mined, the coal was transported by mule and boxcar to its destination. Coal mining in and around Murphysboro
during the mid-late 19th century provided Murphysboro with substantive employment opportunities and
contributed significantly to the economy of the city. The high demand for high-quality bituminous coal
produced around Murphysboro by the coal mining industry persisted throughout the 19th century and well into
early-mid 20th century.
Besides salt production and coal extraction, farming or agriculture have been important to the residents of
Murphysboro over the years. An abundance of corn and wheat were grown in the fertile fields surrounding
Murphysboro as well as fruits and vegetables. The Illinois Central Railroad arrived in town by 1851 and at that
time a mill was opened on N. 13th St. near the railroad tracks and later in 1892 the Southern Illinois Milling and
Elevator company was established on north 12th St.
By 1923 Murphysboro had a population of around 12,000 individuals. In that year, coal mining was still an
important business. It is reported in 1907 that the Gartside mines at Murphysboro employed 275 men with an
annual payroll of $330,000 and in its heyday the Mount Carbon Coal company employed between 800 and 900
men. Other important early-mid twentieth century industries in Murphysboro included the Mobile and Ohio
railroad shops, other railroad companies, the Murphysboro Paving Brick plant whose products reached every
state in the nation, and the Brown Shoe Factory. The Brown Shoe Factory was a driving force in Murphysboro’s
economic stability and growth from 1907 to 1976 when it closed due to changing economic factors.
Murphysboro Brick Paving Company was incorporated in March of 1909 and by 1923 it had twenty-one kilns
and a capacity of 80,000 pavers per day. A variety of brick products were produced including street pavers and
building bricks with the brick distributed across every state in the union, Panama, and Canada. The plant was
ably served by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad as well the Central Illinois Railroad which connected to
worldwide markets. The streets of Murphysboro are paved with the product of this plant and many of the finest
homes and commercial structures in the city are built of this brick.
A thriving public utility company as well as a telephone company that served areas to the east and north of
Murphysboro also contributed to Murphysboro's vibrant economy. The Murphysboro Telephone Company
started with one small exchange twenty-one subscribers in 1894 and grew until it had 15,000 subscribers, fortyone exchanges, and 350 employees in 1923. In 1923, after a series of acquisitions that spanned the early part of
the 20th century, the Murphysboro Telephone Company held the distinction of being the largest independent
telephone company in Illinois.
In 1889, the Murphysboro Waterworks, Electric and Gas Light Company applied to the city council of
Murphysboro for a franchise to construct and maintain an electric station to provide electricity for the city of
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Murphysboro. The lights were turned on in Murphysboro in 1890. In 1928, power generation was stopped in
Murphysboro and power was purchased from Central Illinois Public Service company on a high-power
transmission line that extended from Grand Tower, Illinois to West Frankfort, Illinois. It was stated in 1929 that
Murphysboro is now one of the best lighted towns in Southern Illinois with 164 one-hundred candlepower lights
and forty-eight sixty candle power lamps which furnished Murphysboro with one of the most dependable and
complete lighting systems of any small city in Illinois.
By 1940, Murphysboro had a population of just under nine thousand. It had risen slightly by 1950 to 9241 but
showed a slight decline in 1960 to 8673. The 1960s found the population of Murphysboro increasing and by
1970 the population had reached slightly over 10,000 people. However, beginning around 1970, the population
had leveled off and began a gradual decline to its current number of around eight thousand.
Criterion A: Politics/Government
The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion A, Politics/Government, as the county seat of Jackson County, Illinois. Jackson County was
formed during the early nineteenth century while Illinois was still a territory and almost three years before
Illinois was admitted to the Union on December 3, 1818. A man named Conrad Will came to be known as the
“Father of Jackson County” because he moved to southwestern Illinois from Pennsylvania and proposed
formation of a new county in Illinois territory that would later be named after President Andrew Jackson.
Jackson County was formed from a portion of Randolph County by an act of the Illinois Territorial Legislature
on January 10, 1816. The first named county seat for Jackson County was called Brownsville although it is
believed that the first official county seat was in the house of Nathan Davis on the Big Muddy River from 18161817. Dr. Conrad Will donated twenty acres near his salt works on the lower Big Muddy River for the new
town site. Dr. Will was a physician, salt manufacturer, merchant, statesman and operated a tannery. He died
while serving as a member of the state legislature in 1834.
Brownsville was incorporated on March 25,1819, and the first record of a county commissioners meeting is
September 1, 1823. Shortly thereafter three county commissioners along with a sheriff, a county clerk and other
officials were elected, the town was platted, and the first lots were sold by 1816. The first commissioners were
Jesse Griggs, Nathan Davis, and James Hall Jr. After the new Jackson County seat of Brownsville was formed
in1816 lawyers and county officials moved in. Elections were held by voice vote since there were no printed
ballots. Brownsville was to become an important town during the early formation of Illinois which is apparent
by virtue of the fact that one of only three banks in Illinois at the time was located there. The population of
Brownsville is said to have peaked at around five hundred individuals in 1834.
A two-story frame courthouse was built on the public square in Brownsville beginning in 1816 followed quickly
by a jail. After a fire destroyed the courthouse on January 10, 1843, the state legislature passed a bill authorizing
the establishment of a new county seat with a more centralized location within the county. It should be noted
that before the courthouse in Brownsville burned, settlers moving into the eastern portion of Jackson County
were unhappy with the location of the county seat so there were discussions regarding a more centralized
location (Allen 1945). After the courthouse was destroyed by fire William C. Murphy, John Cochran, and
Samuel Russell were appointed by the legislature to select a new site for the county seat. Dr. John Logan
donated the SW quarter of Section 4, Township 9 South, Range 2 West for the new county seat which was
originally called Murphy’s Borough. The spelling was later changed to Murphysboro, then back to
Murphysborough, and finally back to Murphysboro, its current spelling, in 1893. The last meeting of the
county commissioners in Brownsville was on December 6, 1843.
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The first county commissioners’ meeting in Murphysboro was held on Dec. 4, 1844. The early county court
proceedings in Murphysboro were conducted in a frame house that had been moved to the county seat for that
purpose in 1844. The first courthouse in Murphysboro, a two-story frame building located in the center of the
public square or “Courthouse Square,” was completed December 3, 1845, at a cost of $4,659.00.
In 1849 that one of the three commissioners was elected as county judge with other two commissioners serving
as associate judges (Wright 1983). An act of the Illinois State Legislature in 1848 established county
government administrative districts that corresponded to congressional districts. A township form of
government was tentatively established as early as 1871 and was discontinued and reestablished several times
until 1884 when it was formally adopted as the government that continues to this day. Jackson County
governing boards have also changed some eight times since its inception in 1816, fluctuating from County
Court to Justice’s Court, to Commissioner’s Court, to County Board of Supervisors, etc. Its present form of
County Board of Supervisors was adopted in 1885.
Ten years after the original Murphysboro courthouse was constructed it proved to be too small and plans for a
new courthouse were made. The new courthouse was built east of the old building facing S. 10th St. and was
completed by 1859 at a cost of $7,000.00. It was changed several times and was enlarged in 1877 by adding
additional rooms, a third floor, a mansard roof topped with a cupola clock. By 1926 it became apparent that this
courthouse, which had fallen into disrepair, was no longer suitable for conducting the business of the county. In
fact, it made front page headlines in the local newspaper on the second anniversary of the infamous Tri-State
tornado, which occurred in Murphysboro in 1925. Once the tornado had passed and bewildered survivors
peered from their points of refuge, they were amazed to see that the courthouse still stood. The survival of the
courthouse, much to the people’s chagrin, was considered to be a “freak” of nature. The local newspaper stated,
“ What right had a relic to stand like a rock in the blast? Why should an eyesore remain in the heart of a city
that rebuilt itself in less than a year?” This would explain the headline of the Carbondale Free Press edition of
December 9, 1926, which read “County Board Votes to Rush Courthouse” and “Old Courthouse to be Torn
Down by May 1, 1927”. Indeed, the Jackson County Board of Supervisors, under the leadership of Chairman H.
J. Busch, voted unanimously on December 7, 1926, to proceed with construction of the new courthouse as
authorized by taxpayers in the November election. The price tag for the new courthouse was to be no more than
$375,000.00 and financed by bonds and “an additional tax of not more than 31 cents in $100.00 of assessed
valuation of taxable property for each year 1927-1945, both inclusive.” The County Board of Supervisors had
authorized the bond issue and approved building of the courthouse in principle at their September 15,1926,
board meeting. They adopted a resolution agreeing to the “building of a new courthouse suitable for the needs
of the county, the needs of county offices, and the proper housing and protection of valuable county records.”
At the time the bond issues were approved the County Board of Supervisors they also approved a resolution
authorizing the establishment of a building advisory committee and a temporary courthouse office committee.
Meetings were held with potential architects on December 21, 1926, and by January 7, 1927, the architectural
firm of N. S. Spencer and Son of Chicago, Illinois, was chosen to draw up plans and specifications for the new
courthouse. Razing of at least a portion of the old courthouse was to be underway well before May 1,1927 and
construction was to begin in June. It is important to note the role played by the Murphysboro Chamber of
Commerce during the period of courthouse design. According to the local newspaper the chamber voted on
January 13, 1927, to adopt a resolution urging the Jackson County Board of Supervisors to require the architect
to design the courthouse such that brick from the Murphysboro Brick Paving Co., and other materials produced
in Jackson County could be used. They also advocated for use of a local county building contractor and local
county mechanics. Indeed, a host of local county suppliers were used in various aspects of courthouse
completion including materials and labor by local plumbing, heating, electrical firms, and a furniture store.
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The last day for use of the old courthouse was May 21,1927, after which the building was razed, and temporary
offices were set up in at various locations around the public square (The Daily Independent, June 6, 1946). As
noted above, the courthouse design is based on architectural plans drawn up and finalized by N.S. Spencer and
Son architects of Chicago in April of 1927. The construction firm English Brothers of Champaign, Illinois was
chosen as the building contractor. Both the architect and building contractor were seasoned veterans of public
building design and construction with good reputations and had collaborated on many similar projects. This
may explain why they were selected since the County Board of Supervisors in a directive at their December
7,1926 meeting had dictated to the Building Advisory Committee to recommend a “reputable, competent, and
reliable architect to make plans for the new courthouse”. A ceremony to lay the courthouse cornerstone was
held on Monday, January 26,1927 with popular County Board of Supervisors Chairman H.J. Busch speaking
under the direction of the Masonic Fraternity of Jackson County assisted by the Masonic Grand Lodge and
engaged by the Commanders of Egypt.
The present-day Jackson County courthouse was completed in the fall of 1928 and dedicated on October 2,1928
at 1:30 PM. County Board of Supervisors Chairman H.J. Busch represented the board at the dedication
ceremony and Southern Illinois Teachers College president Shryock gave the dedicatory address. The honorable
A.L. Spiller, circuit judge of Carbondale presided. The ceremony was a huge, important event for the county
and southern Illinois at large as thousands of people flocked to town. Farmers brought their children and rural
and city schools closed early and local shop doorways and streets were filled to capacity. The large throng of
people “lifted their voice” to sing “America” and “Illinois” with “lines of sightseers passing through the Capitol
Building.” It is stated that “on the north steps of the magnificent building were represented the Nation, State,
County, Courts, Church, Schools and Community.” Reservations were made by officials from adjacent county
offices and the Murphysboro’s hotels and homes were “thrown open to accommodate the people.” October 2,
1928, represented a new beginning for Murphysboro. Residents, still fresh with memories of the devastating
tornado that destroyed so many lives and devastated so much of the town, responded to the new courthouse with
pride. The thousands of visitors who came to see Murphysboro after the tornado said it would take three, four,
or five years to build back and at least one year to clean up the wreckage. But when they came back in May or
June to have another look, they blinked their eyes and looked again. They could not understand they say how
Murphysboro could build back so rapidly. They said Murphysboro will be bigger and better and that you cannot
beat the spirit here.
The Murphysboro Daily Independent on March 18, 1927, ran the headline “City Beautiful Invites You-could
the tens of thousands that poured into a stricken city but return as feverishly as they came, they would find
Murphysboro today the “City Beautiful” -- a place transformed. It is a business adage America over that one
can judge a community by its courthouse.” On August 15, 1946, the bond debt was officially retired in a huge
ceremony on the west steps of the courthouse via a bond burning witnessed by hundreds.
Over the years, a variety of social-political-economic events and meetings have taken place around the
Courthouse Square that did not involve official county business. Perhaps the most memorable was the 1950
Murphysboro city centennial. The celebration was held from Saturday September 23 to Saturday September 30.
The 100-year celebration was delayed by seven years to allow for the return and settling in of the returning
WWII war veterans. The Jackson County courthouse served as the focal point for many of the events that took
place during the centennial. It is noted that the Murphysboro Chamber of Commerce held regular monthly
meetings at the courthouse in 1930 and various Republican and Democratic candidates for office used the
courthouse for political rallies through the years.
As early as 1893, the Courthouse Square had become the focal point of Murphysboro social life, business
enterprise, and government/legal matters. John Mayfield designed the public or Courthouse Square in the center
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of town anchored by the Jackson County courthouse. Since 1844, when Murphysboro was established as the
Jackson County seat county seat, until the present, the Courthouse Square has remained a place to conduct of
legal matters including trials, deed recordation, estate probate, tax payments, election matters, and the recording
of marriage licenses and death certificates. Property around the Courthouse Square was highly valued from its
inception since it was a place where people would congregate, and businesses could well expect them to
frequent their establishments. It has been noted that in 1914 businesses located around the Courthouse Square
on Walnut St., Chestnut St., S. 10th St. and S. 11th St. consisted of numerous saloons, banks, dry goods stores,
drug stores, clothing stores, a hardware store, a jewelry store, a hotel, and an undertaker among others (P.
Michael Jones).
Today the Jackson County courthouse is still the centerpiece of downtown Murphysboro. The grand
architecture of the Jackson County Courthouse was seen by Murphysboro residents and southern Illinois in
general, as a symbol of rebirth, community pride, success, and hope for the future after the devastating 1925
Tri-State tornado. Although some of the older buildings have been lost around the square due to fires, especially
on the west side, others remain much as they were at the turn-of-the-century. The courthouse accommodates
many of the same county government offices it did in 1928 including the county clerk’s office, the circuit
clerk’s office, treasurer’s office, state’s attorney office, county Board of Supervisor’s office, courtrooms, Grand
Jury Room, and law library. However, the sheriff’s office and jail are no longer on the third floor since the new
county jail was erected in 1988. Likewise, the Superintendent of Highways and Coroner’s offices are no longer
present at the courthouse. The County Board of Supervisor’s still meets at the courthouse and maintains its core
local government responsibilities of fiscal oversight and corporate management. The Willis and Craine
buildings on south 10th Street across from the courthouse have over the years housed important government
functions such as the county tax assessor’s office and the county public defender’s office, among others. The
Jackson County courthouse continues its important role as a place to obtain marriage licenses, pay taxes, record
deeds and other documents, conduct trials, and probate estates for residents of Jackson County. The courthouse
was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2015.
Criterion A: Commerce
The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion A, Commerce, for its association with the city’s commercial history. Many buildings within the
district were and remain locations of business and commerce along Walnut St. and adjacent streets around the
Courthouse Square such as Chestnut, Locust, S. 10th, and S. 11th Streets. The courthouse square was placed at
the center of town at its inception bounded by Walnut, Chestnut, N. 10th and N. 11th streets. This property was
highly valued and has served as a government and commercial center since its inception. The Courthouse
Square retains its original layout with many of the buildings that were present during the early twentieth century
still present. Exceptions include the west side of the Courthouse Square where a large fire in 1975 destroyed the
First National Bank building, Logan Hotel and J. D. Wade’s Saloon. More recently the location of the Andrew’s
block at 8-12 S. 10th street on the east side of the Courthouse Square has been recently demolished due to
building deterioration and instability. North of the Jackson County courthouse at the current location of Spears
Heating and Air Conditioning, 1012-1020 Walnut St., a 1983 fire destroyed brick buildings that once housed
the Citizen’s State and Savings Bank.
Of the buildings that remain around the Courthouse Square along S. 10th St., south of the location of the old
Gillenburg Furniture Store or Andrews Block, the Craine and Willis buildings remain, having been the home for
various businesses and government offices from the late 19th to the present. The Bank of Murphysboro was
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located in the Willis building at 14-18 S. 10th St. in 1914 along with a law office. It served as office to the
Jackson County Supervisor of Assessments until 2020. The Desberger block at 22 to 24 S 10th St. burned in
1910 and was replaced with the current two-story yellow brick building which housed the Craine Furniture
Store and Morgan’s Trading Post for many years until it was taken over by Jackson County Public Defender’s
office in 2004. The original Desberger block building was occupied by W. S. Roberts Dry Goods Store as well
as doctor and lawyer offices.
On the south side of the Courthouse Square along Chestnut St., buildings remain largely intact except for a
vacant lot at the corner of S 10th and Chestnut streets. In 1914 at 1001 to 1003 Chestnut St. the Central Hotel
was present on the second floor while the Star Dyeing and Cleaning Co. and Andy Blackwood’s Saloon were
located on the first floor. Other businesses located along the south side of the Courthouse Square in 1914
included Susman Ladies Ready to Wear at 1007 Chestnut St., Vuille Jewelry at 1011 Chestnut St., Jackson Co.
Abstract Co.at 1013 Chestnut St., Vuille and Lucier Dry Goods and variety at 1015 Chestnut St., and George
McCoskey Grocery at 1023 Chestnut St.
On the north side of the courthouse square from 1002 to 1020 Walnut St. it is noted that in 1914 a variety of
businesses including a bank and one saloon were in the Van Cloostere Block. These included the Henson
Drugstore (Elk’s Club met upstairs), Square Deal Clothing, Leonard Ripley Saloon, The Palace Clothing Store,
Calvin O. Pellet Insurance Office, Kronmeyer Jewelry, and Citizens State and Savings Bank. Only the Van
Cloostere building located at 1002-1010 Walnut St. remains today due to the 1983 fire mentioned above.
In 1923 it was noted in the Murphysboro Daily Independent that a wide range of businesses were available for
consumers’ every need. It is stated that seven drugstores, four hardware stores, ten garages, one automobile
equipment supply store, two modern hotels --the Logan and the Laclede -- and three smaller hotels existed.
Other businesses in town included two variety stores, seven bakeries forty groceries, six barber shops, three
lumber yards, four wholesale grocery concerns, a wholesale dry goods company, five banks, four jewelers, three
ready to wear stores, thirteen meat markets, six men’s wear shops, three millinery stores, four plumbing shops,
three sheet metal shops, four exclusive shoe stores, three photographers, four merchant tailors and three
undertakers were present. When all of this is added to the fact that three major railroads served Murphysboro at
this time including the Mobile & Ohio, the Illinois Central and the Missouri Pacific along with the interurban
which ran to Carbondale, Murphysboro was well equipped as serve as the hub of Egypt or Southern Illinois.
Several banks have served the community of Murphysboro over the years. The Citizens State and Savings Bank
in Murphysboro was organized in 1904 and took over for the Commercial Bank which had been a private bank
Murphysboro. The bank enjoyed success and in 1923 it was stated: “possessing neither the majesty of great size
or the charm of old age, the position of the Citizen State and Savings Bank in the banking world is one of
distinction and importance.” It lasted until 1930 when its assets were purchased by the First National Bank. The
First National Bank of Murphysboro billed itself as a Jackson County pioneer bank in 1939. This bank was
established in 1889 and is known today in Murphysboro as the First Bank and Trust Company. Another bank,
the City National Bank of Murphysboro, was organized in 1892 when it opened his doors for business.
An important aspect of Murphysboro’s history has been the publication of the Murphysboro Independent
newspaper. The paper was first published on October 16th, 1873, with Mr. John W Grear and Bethume Dishon
as editors. On that date the editors wrote that “…we take pleasure in presenting to the citizens of Jackson
County in Southern Illinois the Independent, a weekly newspaper devoted to the interest of the taxpayers.”
Further it was stated that the paper will be the people's paper, containing poetry, interesting stories, local news,
37

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900

Murphysboro Downtown Historic District

Name of Property

OMB No. 1024-0018

Jackson Co. Illinois

County and State

editorials on the latest and most interesting subjects, and market reports. Finally, the editors state that they will
furnish the merchant, the farmer and all other classes and professionals of its citizenry with a true and correct
index of where they can purchase whatever may be needed at the lowest rates. The paper continued to be
published from 1873 until 1948 when it was discontinued and absorbed by the Southern Illinoisan.
Murphysboro at one time had four daily newspapers, the Independent, the Republican, the Era, and a religious
publication. July 31, 1925, the Murphysboro Independent bought the Republican Era and the two papers
consolidated. The Republican Era ceased to exist and going forward the two papers were known solely as the
Independent. The Republican Era had resulted from the consolidation of two papers--one of them being the Era
established in the early 1870s and the other the Republican established first as the News, a free silver journal in
1896 by J. W. Grear. The paper was later sold to W. H. Hull who changed the name to the Republican and
named it the Republican Era. The reliable publication of the Murphysboro Independent over the years
undoubtedly contributed to Murphysboro’s success and rapid recovery after the devastating Tri-State tornado of
1925. The Murphysboro Independent played an important role in Murphysboro’s recovery from the Tri-State
tornado by providing a daily means of communication among residents regarding the availability of essential
goods and services such as temporary housing, medical care, and loans/building supplies for rebuilding.
Murphysboro did not suffer for entertainment throughout the 20th century. The Hippodrome or Marlow Theater
was opened in 1919 by John Marlow on S. 13th St. and stayed in business until 1968 but was torn down in 1969
by the City National Bank. The Hippodrome was a mainstay in local entertainment for much of the 20th
century. It operated as a movie house theater as well as a place of congregation and meeting place after the 1925
Tri-State tornado as Murphysboro’s residents were trying to rebuild. The Lucier Opera House was located at
northwest corner of Locust St. and N 10th St. It served as the location of numerous performances, operas, and
plays so forth in Murphysboro around the turn of the century. It was destroyed by fire in 1919. The historic
Liberty Theater on Walnut St. was built in 1913 and is still functioning today as a movie theater, a venue for
music events, and other recreational and social activities.
During 1967 a new First National Bank building was constructed at 1403 Walnut St. Also, during the 1960s the
City National Bank was built at the current location of Regions Bank at the corner of S. 13th St. and Walnut St.
During the 1970s, Charter Savings and Loan was built at the current location of the City of Murphysboro
administration Daum building which was named after alderman Bill Daum in 1999.
Beginning in late1960s to early 1970s, mall construction in southern Illinois, especially the Carbondale
University Mall appears to have been a detriment to local downtown Murphysboro businesses. Montgomery
Ward, which had opened its doors in 1935 at the Walnut St. Foss-Martel building, closed in 1977. J.C. Penney,
which first came to Murphysboro in 1920, originally located in the Huthmacher building at Walnut and 14th St.
and later the Borgers-Hardy building in 1923, closed in the 1980s. The original Woolworth building, which was
built in the 1920s, was torn down in the 1960s and replaced with the current two-story building. Woolworth’s
closed in 1978.
In 1980, Murphysboro’s economy had suffered from the construction of Interstate 57, especially the
development of shopping malls in the adjacent Carbondale area. In 1980, all of the store fronts in downtown
Murphysboro continued to be filled, yet the addition of chain stores and national retailers in nearby cities such
as Carbondale certainly affected local retailers. Other national retailers such as Walmart also had an effect. It
seems that after the Tri-State tornado, Murphysboro had a temporary drop-off to slightly over 8,000 from its
pre-tornado peak of between 12,000 and 13,000. The town quickly recovered however, by 1940 the population
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had risen to almost 9,000 and enjoyed a fairly steady population growth to around 10,000 by 1970. After 1970,
the population gradually began a slow decline to its present population level of 8,000.
Criterion A: Transportation
The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion A, Transportation, for being a railroad hub of the community and region. Throughout its history
Murphysboro has been a center where numerous railroads intersect. These railroads proved to be vital to the
economic and industrial growth of Murphysboro.
One of the first railroads to service Murphysboro was the Cairo to Saint Louis in 1873. This was a narrowgauge railway, which at the time was believed to less expensive and more efficient than the wider gauge rails.
The railroad ran into financial difficulty and was leased and then purchased by Mobile &Ohio railroad in 1886
and converted to standard gauge track. By 1886 the construction of Murphysboro’s Mobile & Ohio (M & O)
railroad depot had progressed, and the building was completed by late 1888. The M & O Railroad repair shops
were built adjacent to the depot and employed over five hundred workers in the early 1900’s rising to over 950
men by 1923 with a monthly payroll of $71,000.00 and an annual payroll of $745,000.000. In 1925 the
devastating Tri-State tornado destroyed the M & O railroad repair shops, but the depot survived and was later
restored. Although the loss of the repair shops was a blow to Murphysboro's economy, activity around the depot
continued. The importance of the M & O railroad employment to the City of Murphysboro was no lost on the
citizens leading them to urge continued shipments to Murphysboro by the M & O railroad given their
importance to town businesses such as banks, building and construction loans, and other institutions who played
a big part in re-building Murphysboro after the 1925 tornado. The employment supported by the repair shops
resulted in a great deal of commercial activity in the vicinity of the depot including a variety of hotels (such as
the M & O Hotel on Pine St.), saloons, restaurants, and other businesses. By 1940 it had become the Gulf,
Mobile and Ohio railroad which later merged with the Illinois Central Railroad in 1972 to form the Illinois
Central Gulf Railroad.
The Illinois Central Railroad most begun in 1851 and completed by 1856 as a result of a large federal land
grant. It was constructed as a 700-mile track from Cairo, Illinois, to Chicago Illinois, and ran through
Carbondale, Illinois. The Illinois Central eventually began passenger service from Carbondale to Saint Louis
and a depot was built in Murphysboro prior to 1897. However, the old depot was ultimately torn down and
replaced with the new modern structure in 1910.
The Missouri-Pacific railroad played an important role in the development of commerce across Southern Illinois
and the Murphysboro area having begun operation in 1851 in Saint Louis. In 1930, Missouri-Pacific railroad
had obtained an interest in a short line route to Chicago by acquiring a controlling interest in the Chicago and
Eastern Illinois railroad. Murphysboro then became the population center of an approximate 200-mile division
of the Missouri-Pacific railroad line which consisted of 18,000 miles of trackage at the time
The first Illinois State highway map produced in 1917 depicting roads and highways are given designations
such as trails, lines, routes, highways, etc. Several highways, or improved roads, linked Murphysboro to St.
Louis, Springfield, Chicago, and Grand Tower in 1917. The White Star Road or highway began in
Murphysboro and extended to St. Louis. The Black Diamond highway extended from Murphysboro to Carlyle,
with connectors to Springfield and further north to Chicago. An improved road or highway is mapped as
extending from Carbondale, through downtown Murphysboro (present-day Hwy 149) to Gorham, Sand Ridge,
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and Grand Tower. All these roads or highways intersected present day Hwy 149 either within the district proper
or very close to it.
The Illinois Central and Missouri and Ohio railroad lines were especially important to the early 20th century
commerce of Murphysboro. The trains would bring in merchandise such as hardware, clothing, and other items
which would be transported from the train stations to the Laclede hotel. The Laclede Hotel which today
survives at the corner of S. 9th St. and Chestnut St. would set aside rooms known as sample rooms where
salesmen could set up trunks to display their wares. The trunks would be transported from the Illinois Central
depot on N. 13th St and the Mobile and Ohio depot on S. 17th St. and set up where the merchants could meet the
salesman and order their wares.
Prior to the advent of the automobile, Murphysboro was served by an interurban “Rapid Transit” system which
began as mule-drawn streetcar which ran from 5th to 23rd streets along Walnut St. This lasted from about the
turn-of-the-century to around 1907 and was operated by the Murphysboro Street Railway Company. It was later
taken over by the Murphysboro Electric Railway Light Heat and Power Company in 1907. The interurban was
electrified in Murphysboro in 1908 and the interurban was expanded to connect with Carbondale in 1917 which
lasted until 1927 when the automobile made the interurban obsolete. The importance of the interurban to certain
Murphysboro and Carbondale residents is noted in 1927 when the Illinois Commerce Commission intervened
against the operators of the interurban after they had closed it down with no notice and ordered them to reopen
until all the provisions of their agreement with the Commission had been fulfilled. The interurban tracks remain
sealed, intact beneath Walnut St., encased in the bricks that originally paved the street, and subsequently paved
over in the mid-twentieth century.
In 1931, the Murphysboro Chamber of Commerce hosted a “Missouri Pacific Railroad Night” at the Jackson
County courthouse. The directors of industrial development and agricultural development for Missouri-Pacific
railroad were in attendance. It was reiterated that Murphysboro was on an important east-west branch of the
Missouri-Pacific which in time was destined to be part their Illinois short line to Chicago.
As mentioned above, the Gulf, Mobile, and Ohio railroad merged with the Illinois Central Railroad in 1972.
Passenger service on the M & O railroad was discontinued in 1958. Its successor, Gulf, Mobile & Ohio railroad,
after its merger with the Illinois Central, continued to offer passenger service until 1977 when the old M & O
depot was closed after 90 years of continuous service. The tracks of the Illinois Central railroad remained intact
until the early 1970s when the old Illinois Central line from Carbondale through Murphysboro to St. Louis was
partially removed. The Carbondale to Murphysboro segment remained in limited use until the mid-1980s for
local traffic, primarily coal cars. S.T.A.R.T. or the Adult Rehabilitation and Learning Center, re-purposed the
Illinois Central depot in 1969. It has been used by them to the present day. The Missouri-Pacific railroad still
maintains a track for freight cars which runs north-south just west of 22nd avenue in Murphysboro.
Criterion C: Architecture
The Murphysboro Downtown Historic District (MDHD) is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion C, Architecture, for its architectural styles and building types that reflect the
periods of development, events, and growth in the downtown over the past one hundred and seventy-nine years.
Vernacular buildings, typically with minimal brick detail, are interspersed among buildings of formal style,
creating an aesthetic contrast. At one time, Murphysboro had a roaring economy and was the most prosperous
commercial center in southern Illinois. The greatest impact on the district occurred when the 1925 Tri-State
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tornado decimated much of residential Murphysboro. Fortunately, the downtown area suffered to a much less
degree, although the damage was significant. Frame structures mostly fell to the tornado and new structures
were built in their places. Brick and stone buildings were mildly impacted, some not at all, and others lost the
top floor. During the rebuild some of the more substantial structures were altered from Victorian Era styles to
Tapestry Brick Commercial Style or Classical Revival while some were restored to their original style. A
predominant amount of the designs and redesigns were created by eminent Illinois architect Rudolph Zerse Gill,
a resident of Murphysboro. After the Tri-State tornado, downtown was rebuilt within a year with the help of Mr.
Gill. A movement to update some of the older buildings on Walnut Street began in 1963. These changes were
directly influenced by the new Modern style architecture of the City National Bank, First National Bank, and
the new Woolworth’s building.
Beginning in 1844/1845 a new Jackson County, two-story frame courthouse was built in the center of
Courthouse Square and was replaced by a second larger courthouse in 1855. The necessary buildings and
businesses began to fill the square. The Logan House was built 1845 and the town square began to fill out with
the needed commerce to support coal and farming industries. The Illinois Central Railroad arrived in town in
1851 bringing much needed transportation for coal, goods, and people. Two hotels, the Logan House (1845),
and the Laclede Hotel (circa 1869), anchored the square and housed travelers and salesmen. The Willis Building
(1870), a brick Italianate structure at the time, was built on the east side of the square. The Logan House was
replaced with a new three-story brick Italianate structure in 1870. Modest frame commercial domestic structures
were built around the square. By 1900, the square had many substantial businesses that exhibited urban success
through architecture. The Hennessey Building 1896 replaced an original frame structure. By 1897 the town had
grown east and west on Walnut Street by several blocks and filled out the blocks surrounding the courthouse.
Eventually many frame buildings were replaced with more substantial brick and stone structures of formal style.
The Courthouse Square and Murphysboro became the center of activity truly earning the title “Queen City of
southern Illinois” as the preeminent city of the region. The period of significance is 1870-1967 with the Willis
Building being the oldest structure in the district because it retains a majority of its 1870 structure.
Late Victorian
Italianate - (1840-1885) - Boucher Bank Block, AH Roberts Bldg., Lucier Van Cloostere Block, Minner
Building
The Italianate style is symmetrical and had a prominence in the 1850s through the end of the twentieth century.
It was derived from Italian renaissance architecture grounded in blockish repetitive rectilinear forms on the
fenestration through the windows and the doors and is repeated by an ornate cornice and frieze. This style can
be very ornate or mildly so. Italianate structures like the Boucher Bank Block 1889 exhibit the formal
symmetrical blockish style. In this case rectilinear form repeats itself across the white fenestration. The first
floor has large windows topped with transoms all in rectilinear form with double doors at the center. On the
second-floor ornate painted pilasters are interspersed with alternating double-hung windows supporting the
ornate entablature with a frieze of dentils and corbels topped by cresting and a parapet. The ornate sections of
the fenestration are a combination of concrete and tin. The parapet inscription reads 1889, Murphysboro Bank
Block. The architecture projects the building’s use as a secure professional bank.
The Minner building was erected before 1889 and later purchased by Louis Minner for his drug and perfumery
store. The brick two story symmetrical block type structure is a mild version of Italianate architecture with five
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segmental arched windows on the east side and seven on the front. A decorative cornice and frieze board finish
out the top of the building throughout.
To the east next to the Hennessey Building is the north facing Lucier and Van Cloostere block building which
has nine segmental arched windows across the front of the second floor. An 1893 drawing of the building shows
a decorative cornice and frieze extending across the entire fenestration. Today it only extends to the eastern
three windows. Nonetheless the original Italianate characteristics shine through.
AH Roberts built his first of three Italianate buildings in 1883 to hold his furniture and embalming business.
The second was built in 1891 and the third in 1902. Following many the canons of Italianate design they exude
the style’s symmetrical characteristics.
Queen Anne - (1880 – 1910)- Beatrice Creamery and Daniels Building
The Queen Anne style is more commonly used for domestic structures than commercial buildings. The English
style arrived in the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876. Hallmarks are asymmetrical features of many
different types such as dominant front-facing gable, often cantilevered out beyond the plane of the wall below;
overhanging eaves; round, square, or polygonal tower(s); shaped and Dutch gables; a porch covering part or all
the front facade, combing many different facets of architecture. This was a very popular style in America.
Two examples of Queen Anne style in the historic district are the Beatrice Creamery and Daniels Building with
appropriate asymmetrical arrangement of Queen Ann characteristics. The north facing second floor of the
Daniels building is appointed with alternating two oriel windows and seven second floor arched double hung
windows. A turret is on the corner over where the original doorway was. Many of the windows have sash
inserts but the original profiles are in situ. The original doorway was at the corner but has since been removed
parallel with the street. The Beatrice Creamery is the most ornate of our Queen Anne structures complete with a
turret and three ornate oriel windows.
Richardsonian Romanesque - (1870-1900) – Hennessy Building
Richardsonian Romanesque what's favored in the eastern part of the United States during the Gilded Age.
Usually reserved for very large structures such as large homes, castles, and monumental commercial buildings
this style emanated security and longevity and was influenced by architecture of the 11th and 12th century in
France. Usually requiring large stone pieces with rounded arched windows, rough faced square stonework,
towers, conical roofs, and arched porch supports. They are always made of masonry and stonework. Henry
Hobson Richardson introduce his interpretation of the Romanesque style after returning from Europe. He used
many to inform this new aesthetic treatment to architecture.
The Cornelius Hennessy Building is small version of this style not usually seen in smaller structures much less
in small rural towns. The Hennessy Building is a historic commercial building and was constructed in 1896. Mr.
Hennessy operated a grocery store in the building. The two-story Richardsonian Romanesque building is made
from a rough cut, locally quarried sandstone for its facade. A square parapet wall tops the building, and four
pinnacles are at the roof line. At the center top is engraved “1896”. The building is on the National Register of
Historic Places.
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Late 19th and 20th Century Revival
Classical Revival - (1895-1950) - Masonic Lodge, Southern Illinois Dermatology, Jackson County Courthouse
Classical Revival style architecture seen in the United States and was inspired by the World's Columbian
Exposition in Chicago held in 1893. The exposition promoted interest in the classical forms. With this style we
see the use of many classical forms mixed together, whereas artistic canons dictated what should and should not
be used together. The ingenuity and creativity of American architects broke these traditions.
The Masonic Lodge c. 1920 is a Classical Revival style with a symmetrical brick and stone fenestration with an
architrave which surrounds the transom. An identifying plaque resides over the front door. Stone pilasters are
right and left of the entrance and a single window is in the center of the east and west portions of the
fenestration. Both are topped with keystones. The columns support a Doric frieze entablature of triglyphs and
metopes with a centered parapet. A symmetrical brick and stone fenestration with an architrave surrounding the
transom. An identifying plaque resides over the front door. Stone pilasters are right and left of the entrance and
a single window is in the center of the east and west portions of the fenestration. Both are topped with
keystones. The columns support a Doric frieze entablature of triglyphs and metopes with a centered parapet.
The building looks much the same today as when it was constructed. Gill designed the Masonic Lodge in 1920.
Southern Illinois Dermatology is a stone and concrete building and resembles a Greek temple with a raised
portico, classical entablature, Doric columns, with four eagles supporting an ornate parapet with the building’s
name inscribed. The building is much the same as when it was constructed with the exclusion of the side
windows which have been enclosed with brick. The profile of the windows is still evident. The building was
dedicated to Congressman George Washington Smith who conceived of the idea of rural free mail delivery
throughout the United States and lobbied for the rural mail system and routes in congress. His congressional
colleagues conceived of the idea of dedicating a government building to him when they came to Murphysboro
for his funeral in 1907. The United States Post Office building was designed in 1911 by James Knox Taylor the
supervising architect for the United States Department of Treasury. He supervised the design and building of
hundreds of federal buildings from 1897-1912.
Jackson County Courthouse was created in the Classical Revival style and is a three-story building covered in
Bedford limestone with brick understructure. The building is symmetrical on all four sides so that every
business on the square will have the same view. Classical form using the Doric order along with triglyphs and
metopes adorn the frieze at the roof line. The strength exhibited by the courthouse architecture supported the
already invigorated town recovering from the worst tornado in American history. The building is much the
same as when it was built and was added to the National Register in 2015.
Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements
Tapestry Brick Commercial Style - (1900-1930) Van Cloostere Building, Willis Building, Apollo Opera
House, Laclede Hotel, Foss Martel, Barth Walker Building
Tapestry Brick design architecture is defined as, exterior facades of brickwork interspersed with cut stone and /
or terra cotta blocks to form geometric designs and is associated with a rough texture of brick made popular in
the early 20th century. Excellent examples of Tapestry Brick Commercial style in the historic district include the
Willis Building, Laclede Hotel, Van Cloostere Building, Barth Walker Building and Apollo Opera House. We
know Gill redesigned the Van Cloostere post 1925 tornado. The Apollo fenestration was redesigned in 1924.
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We suspect his involvement in the Laclede design in 1909 and the Foss Martel Building built in 1923 because
of congruent iconography.
All the afore mentioned buildings are very stately and project a formal sense and symmetrical exterior. The
Tapestry Brick commercial style structures have symmetrically placed limestone or terra cotta squares within
the fenestration and decorative iconography within the fenestration in brick and terra cotta. The front of the Van
Cloostere building’s second floor windows is appointed with limestone corner squares and limestone
windowsills. Spaced alongside the windows are upside down limestone crucible forms. The window sashes are
typical of the 1930s with three panes in the top. Limestone squares turned as diamonds are symmetrically
placed on the fenestration. Much of these same treatments are exhibited in the other buildings identified as
Tapestry Brick style. We know Gill redesigned the Van Cloostere, Willis, and Apollo buildings.
The Apollo Opera House has the same iconography of limestone squares and diamonds symmetrically placed
on the fenestration. Vertical limestone inserts are also placed on either side of the second-floor windows. A
decorative treatment is articulated in brick just below the roof line. The Foss Martel building has some of the
same iconography.
It is not definitive but very real possibility Gill also designed the Foss Martel building. Cleophas (Foss) Martel
was a prominent regional business and community figure. The structure has hallmarks of the architect’s style
such as Chicago style windows on the second floor. It is a large two-story building with three large Chicago
style windows across the second floor. At the roof top is a parapet, cresting with pinnacles at the corners with a
shield centered over a plaque “Foss Martel.” The brick building has decorative limestone diamond and square
shapes across the second-floor fenestration along with limestone windowsills. The original wood window
sashes are in situ. The first floor is a typical large department store entrance with a center glass door and display
windows on either side. These look to have been replaced sometime in the sixties probably during Montgomery
Ward’s tenure.
The Laclede Hotel is a brick three story square building with entrance on the corner diagonal of the city block.
The Laclede crest is above the door on a parapet and frieze board extends on both side of the roof top. The
windows are symmetrically placed and topped with terra cotta corner squares. Decorative treatment is
articulated in brick surrounding the windows using the stack bond pattern. There are nine double hung windows
on the north and west sides of the building on the second and third floors. The first floor has large Chicago style
Chateauesque (1880-1910) - S.T.A.R.T.
Chateauesque style used many different architectural variants, pitched roof, embellished busy roof line, spires,
pinnacles, turrets and gables to come together in asymmetrical finish. The style is usually reserved for grand
commercial buildings or substantial homes and in this case a railroad depot. Which is most fitting since railway
depots are significantly important to a thriving town.
S.T.A.R.T./ The Illinois Central Railroad Depot exhibits the Chateauesque architectural style with steeply
pitched roof lines, hipped roofs, and a turret. The building is simultaneously asymmetrical and symmetrical, a
characteristic of Chateauesque revival style. The roofline is unusual in that the center of the structure has a large
high fixed clay tile roof with a turret at the center. On the either side of the center structure are roof extensions
of a lower-level height. The north and south sections house waiting rooms for men and women as was typical of
transportation centers at the time. Separate waiting rooms for men and women were provided with the ticketing
office in the center to be accessed by female and male patron. On the far south a permanent drive through
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canopy as attached and covered with a tile roof, conversely on the north end is an express station of the same
style and exterior wainscoting and stone is present around the entire building. The depot architect John A.
Taggart was employed by the Illinois Central Railroad.
Beaux Arts (1885-1930) - Elks Lodge
Beaux Arts architecture incorporates many different patterns and architectural elements with a tendency
towards the organic. Each level is different than the previous incorporating decorative garlands, floral patterns,
shield, facades with quoins, pilasters, and columns in a symmetrical façade. Structures are usually light in color,
so they shine in the sun. The Elks Lodge or Murphysboro Event Center was designed by R.Z. Gill in 1916. This
three-story red brick building has a limestone foundation with terracotta appointments. Carved fruit garlands
hang over the front door with a medallion and Elks on either side. The second floor has an inset balcony with
two paired Doric columns at the center. Eight corbels support limestone entablature topped with a brick parapet
and limestone trim at the roof line. Originally the building had a roof top garden but it was lost during the TriState tornado.
Late 19th and Early Twentieth Century Commercial Style
Two-Part and One Part Block (1900-1930)-Midget Candy and Ice Cream, Margolis Building, Building Supply
The two and one-part block style of architecture was very utilitarian and filled an immediate need for small
business owners in rural towns. The style was popular in small towns because of its adaptability to business
owner’s requirements and financial means. Identifying features are simple to plain exterior relieved with
creative decoration using insets of accents of tile, concrete, limestone, masonry, and terra cotta. The one-story
flat roofed commercial building was adaptable to retail space availability and in the case of Murphysboro are
very plain. The Midget Candy and Ice Cream Store is a plain one-part commercial store built from concrete
block diminutive in stature which did a big business. Margulies Clothing store is an example of a two-part block
commercial structure simple in style almost to the point of being elegant in its simplicity. Many of the two-part
block buildings offered two arenas, the commercial one on the first floor and a personal space for the owner’s
family on the second. This echoes European trends for immigrant families. Murphysboro had many immigrants
at the turn of the century. The two-part block is usually limited to two – four stories. Within the MDHD we only
have one- and two-part styles. The Building Supply building is a one-part block structure with a shared parapet
and masonry exterior. These small buildings might appear to be inconsequential because of their lack of
ornamentation but are important to the overall city scape of the MDHD because the offer asymmetry and a
break from the visual tension created by high style.
Modern Movement
Art Deco - (1920-1940) - Liberty Theater
Art Deco style impacted much of the visual arts, utilitarian objects, and architectural design. The idea first came
from France and later the Bauhaus in Germany. Building and furniture design were created with the idea
everyday objects should be equally beautiful. Sleek clean lines along with a combination of different materials
such as vitrolite became hallmarks of the style. These ideas came out of the exhibition of modern decorative
and industrial arts in Paris in 1925. Art Deco combined modern styles with fine craftsmanship, Cubism, bright
colors and appropriated from many different areas of design. In the case of the Liberty Theater the owner was
well informed on theater design and extremely involved with the Hollywood film industry and theater
architecture. The Liberty reflects his knowledge of Art Deco style theater design. Covered in vitreous marble or
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vitrolite the Liberty Theater has a shiny dark exterior from top to bottom with “Liberty” inlayed above the
doors. The theater has two pairs of metal double doors equally centered with 3 display cases one in the center
and one on either end. The original marquee was replaced with a replica in three-quarter size.
International Style (1925-present) -Old Woolworth Building, Regions Bank, 1st Bank and Trust
International or Modern style is supposed to be free of superfluous decoration with no evidence of previous
design traditions. The main function should be the basis for design not historic precedents. As was typical with
the 1950s and 60s new materials were utilized and expected for modern buildings. Many of these ideas came
from the Exhibition of Modern Architecture Exhibit New York City in 1932 at the Museum of Modern Art.
Prominent international architects who were influential in the modern movement included Walter Gropius and
Le Corbusier and Mies Van der Rohe. While formal Modern style took thirty years from its American
introduction to exhibit itself in Murphysboro, it did none-the-less appear in three buildings the in mid-sixties.
Modern architecture presented a stark contrast to the longstanding ornate buildings in Murphysboro. It must
have been a shock for citizens to see these new flat surfaced minimalist structures.
The two-story F.W. Woolworth Building was replaced during the company’s national movement to modernize
their stores with a modern single story glass front, really a story and half, retail space in 1963. Across the street
older buildings were demolished for the new City National Bank (Regions Bank) building with drive up tellers.
Using metal, brick and glass, all flat surfaces were free of detailed decoration and looked very modern and
sleek. In 1964 the minimalist sleek 1st Bank and Trust of Murphysboro was a nice up to date addition of
Modern architecture following the formal cannons. The 1st Bank and Trust had a partial stone front, but all
sections of the front were large rectilinear shapes. All three buildings are the same today as when they were
built.
RZ Gill and Murphysboro
R.Z. Gill graduated with a degree in architecture from the University of Illinois in 1887, studying under Nathan
C. Ricker. Following graduation, Gill was employed by the renowned firms of Holabird & Roche of Chicago
and Frank S. Allen of Joliet, ca. 1887 to 1893. Holabird & Roche was founded in 1881by William Holabird and
Martin Roche and was an integral part of the “Chicago School” that developed the skyscraper. Frank Shaver
Allen was a renowned architect in Joliet, Illinois who eventually specialized in the design of schools. (Brian
Adams)
Gill also designed several Illinois residences between about 1895 and 1905 in Urbana-Champaign, Sidney, and
Clinton. Notable among his Urbana residences is the “Lindley House” at 312 West Green Street a Queen Anne
style. Gill designed and built the Bennett House in 1899 for George Bennett at 209 West Green Street.
Gill began purchasing property in southwest Illinois, in Jackson County, in 1902 and eventually relocated to
Murphysboro. By 1901 he had contracts throughout western and southwestern Missouri and Sparta, Illinois.
Still designing properties in Urbana, Illinois he partnered with architect, Joseph William Royer, to construct the
Franklin County Jail and Sheriff’s residence in Benton, Illinois. Royer designed the building, while R.Z. Gill’s
company executed the concrete work. Gill was formally in Murphysboro by 1909. Likely he moved to southern
Illinois because the geography made sense in relation to his work field of St. Louis, southwestern Illinois, and
Nashville Tennessee.
Gill designed several buildings in town throughout his lifetime many of which are in MDHD. In 1909 he
designed the Elks building now the Murphysboro Event Center. He also designed the Masonic Lodge in 1920.
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The Barth and Walker building 1919 is also attributed to Gill. The Foss Martel building built in 1923 is not
formally attributed to Gill but bares the same iconographical style. Perhaps the most significant are the
redesigns in the historic district done in Tapestry Brick Commercial style. The Apollo Opera House/ Small
Town Scoops Ice Cream, the Willis and the Van Cloostere buildings were both redesigned in Tapestry Brick
style. These redesigns have very specific characteristics such as symmetrical placement of limestone and terra
cotta squares and diamonds on the fenestration along with rusticated brick. During the post tornado
reconstruction city fathers planned to use only materials from local vendors such as the Murphysboro Brick
Paving Company. Buildings with these types of treatments are throughout Murphysboro.
All of Gill’s buildings have this certain characteristic of limestone or terra cotta squares and diamonds placed
symmetrically in the fenestration. This leads one to think other buildings which exhibit this aesthetic were also
designed by Gill, such as the Laclede Hotel enlargement done in 1909 and the Weber and Hayes Buildings. All
have these the same characteristics in aesthetic of treatment and are in the WDHD.
Gill also designed other buildings in town that are not in the historic district. The Riverside Bandshell built in
1933 to 1934 and is on the National Register of Historic Places. Gill also designed John A. Logan Junior High
after the tornado in 1926. The Eagle’s Hall was designed in 1924 with attribution to Gill. Unfortunately, one of
the most outstanding buildings in town attributed to Gill and his business partner for a brief time William C.
Faith is the Hippodrome Theater, razed in 1969.
Conclusion
The MDHD is a collection of architectural styles from Late Victorian Era through the Modern Movement. The
broad representation of buildings in Murphysboro downtown and their fine examples offers a timeline of
American architecture and reflects the ongoing development of small-town rural America. It is a time capsule of
Americana. The small inconsequential looking buildings serve as glue to hold the city scape together. Rural
United States was a hot bed of immigrant populations and endeavors to build a successful life. Murphysboro
had a large immigrant population who built buildings to house their businesses and families. Eventually they
enlarged or hired an architect to design a new building. We have the results of this determination exhibited in
the buildings MDHD. After the Tri-State tornado residents could have left but instead, they stayed and rebuilt
their town which they did within a year. As a result, some of our buildings like the Van Cloostere and Willis
buildings received updated facades designed in the Tapestry Brick style and some were restored to their
previous style. The MDHD has six prime examples of Tapestry Brick commercial architecture designed by
eminent architect R. Z. Gill. The town itself has many Gill structures. All of these are excellent reasons for the
district to be nominated on criterion C, architecture.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of PropertyF 15.1
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage; enter “Less than one” if the acreage is .99 or less)
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:F
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1
2

37.765339

Latitude

37.766298

Latitude

-89.332612

3

-89.332612

4

Longitude
Longitude

37.762461

Latitude

37.762500

Latitude

-89.340456

Longitude

-89.332646

Longitude

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Starting on Chestnut St. at the eastern property line of 102 S. 9th St., proceeding west to S. 9th St., then north
93 feet north to the northern property line of 16 to 18 S 10th St., then west to S. 10th St., then north on 10th St.
to the southern boundary of 18 N. 10th St., then east and north along the property line to Locust St., east to N.
9th St., then north on N. 9th St. to the northern property line of 902 to 904 Locust St., west to N.10th St. along
northern property lines of 902 to 908 Locust St. and 102 N. 10th St., then south to Locust St., west on Locust St.
to the western property line of 1008 Walnut St., then south to Walnut St., then west on Walnut St. to N. 11th
St., north on N. 11th St. to the northern property line of 1102 Locust St., west to the western property line of
1110 Locust St., then south to Locust St. and west to N. 12th St., then north on N. 12th St. to the northern
property line of 1200 Locust St., then west to the eastern property line of 20 N. 13th St., north and west to N.
13th St., then south on N. 13th St. to the northern property line of 105 N. 13th St., west and south along that
property line to the ally, west along the alley to the next ally running north-south, then along the northern
property line of 104 N. 14th St. 67 feet, then south 174 feet and west 110 feet to N 14th St., continue across N.
14th St. along the northern property lines of 1400 to 1416 Walnut St., then across the ally along the northern
property lines of 1418 to 1430 Walnut St. to N. 15th St., then continuing along ally west of N. 15th St. to the
western boundary of 1510 Walnut St, then south to Walnut St., east on Walnut St. and across N. 15th St. to
north-south alley, then south along ally to southern property line of 1403 Walnut St., then east and north to S.
14th St., east from S. 14th St. to north-south alley, then along the south property line of 1301 Walnut St. to S.
13th St. then south on S. 13th St. to Chestnut St., east on Chestnut St. to S. 12th St., south on S. 12th St. to the
southern property line of 1115 Chestnut St., then west across S. 11th to S. 10th St., south on S. 10th St. to
Mulberry St., east on Mulberry St., then northeast to S. 9th St approximating the eastern property line of 108 S.
10th St. to S. 9th St., then in east and north to Chestnut St. (starting point) along the southern and eastern
property lines of 102 S. 9th St.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
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Boundary of the Murphysboro Downtown Historic District was set by the contiguous location of historic
properties in downtown Murphysboro as determined by archival research, including Sanborn maps, other
historical maps, and historical photographs.

11. Form Prepared By
name/title

Rachel Malcolm Ensor, Ph.D

organization

Southern Illinois Historic Preservation

street & number
city or town

1515 Oak St.

date March 15, 2022
telephone 618 201-7435
email malcolmensor@gmail.com

Murphysboro

state Illinois

zip code 62966

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
•

GIS Location Map (Google Earth or BING)

•

Local Location Map

•

Site Plan

•

Floor Plans (As Applicable)

•

Photo Location Map (Include for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all photographs to
this map and insert immediately after the photo log and before the list of figures).
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Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 pixels, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity,
the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.

Photo Log
Name of Property:

Murphysboro Downtown Historic District

City or Vicinity:

Murphysboro

County:

Jackson

Photographer:

H. Blaine Ensor

Date Photographed:

January 2022

State:

Illinois

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1/30. 900 block of Locust St., view northeast.
2/30. Amity Lodge 902-904 Locust St, view north.
3/30. Old Daniels building, 18 N. 10th St., view southeast.
4/30. Van Cloostere building, 1002-1008f Walnut St., view northwest.
5/30. Beatrice Creamery, 1102 Locust St., view northwest
6/30. Illinois Central Railroad Depot, 20 N. 13th St., view north.
7/30. Barth Theater building 10-14 N. 13th St., view southeast.
8/30. Republican Era building, N. 13th St., view west.
9/30. Boucher Building, 1100 Walnut St., view north
10/30. Boucher Bank Block 1110 Walnut St., view north.
11/30. Laclede Hotel 102 S. 9th St., view southeast.
12/30. Willis building 16-18 S. 10th St., view east.
13/30. Central Hotel building 1007 Chestnut St., view south.
14/30. Hennessy building 1023 Chestnut St., view south.
15/30. Minner Building, 1101-1105 Chestnut St., view southwest.
16/30. Masonic Lodge 1115 Chestnut St., view south.
17/30. Jackson County Courthouse 1001 Walnut St., view southeast.
18/30. 1000 block of Chestnut St. view west, south side.
19/30. Old U. S. Post Office, 1401 Walnut St., view south.
20/30. First National Bank and Trust 1403 Walnut St., View south.
21/30. Apollo Opera House/Huthmacher building, 1400 Walnut St., view north.
22/30. Old Elks Lodge 1329 Walnut St., view south.
23/30. Jeffrey building 1335-1341 Walnut St., view southeast.
24/30. Liberty theater 1333 Walnut St., view south
25/30. Foss-Martell building 1320 Walnut St., view north.
26/30. Morgan building 1330 Walnut St., view north.
27/30. Regions Bank 1301 Walnut St., view southwest.
28/30. 1300 block of Walnut St. view east, north side.
29/30. 1400 block of Walnut St. View east, north side.
30/30. 1300 block of Walnut St view east, south side.
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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List of Figures

(Resize, compact, and paste images of maps and historic documents in this section. Place captions, with figure numbers above each image. Orient
maps so that north is at the top of the page, all document should be inserted with the top toward the top of the page.

Figure 1. GIS and Local Location Map.

1.37.765339 -89.332612 2.37.766298 -89.332612 3.37.762461 -89.340456 4.37.762500 -89.332646
Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude
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Figure 2. Key: Blue Outline=Contributing, Green Outline=Non-Contributing, Pink=National Register Property, Light Blue Shaded=Smysor Plaza-ATM. Green/Gray Shaded=Vacant Lots/Parking Lots, Red=District Boundary.
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Figure 3. Blue Diamonds Indicate Location of Camera. Red=District Boundary.
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1/30. 900 block of Locust St., view northeast.
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2/30. Amity Lodge 902-904 Locust St, view north.
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3/30. Old Daniels building, 18 N. 10th St., view southeast.
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4/30. Van Cloostere building, 1002-1008f Walnut St., view northwest.
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5/30. Beatrice Creamery, 1102 Locust St., view northwest.
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6/30. Illinois Central Railroad Depot, 20 N. 13th St., view north.
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7/30. Barth Theater building 10-14 N. 13th St., view southeast.

65

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900

Murphysboro Downtown Historic District

Name of Property

OMB No. 1024-0018

Jackson Co. Illinois

County and State

8/30. Republican Era building, N. 13th St., view west.
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9/30. Boucher Building, 1100 Walnut St., view north
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10/30. Boucher Bank Block 1110 Walnut St., view north.
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11/30. Laclede Hotel 102 S. 9th St., view southeast.
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12/30. Willis building 16-18 S. 10th St., view east.
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13/30. Central Hotel building 1007 Chestnut St., view south.
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14/30. Hennessy building 1023 Chestnut St., view south.
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15/30. Minner Building, 1101-1105 Chestnut St., view southwest.
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16/30. Masonic Lodge 1115 Chestnut St., view south.
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17/30. Jackson County Courthouse 1001 Walnut St., view southeast.
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18/30. 1000 block of Chestnut St. view west, south side.
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19/30. Old U. S. Post Office, 1401 Walnut St., view south.
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20/30. First National Bank and Trust 1403 Walnut St., View south.
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21/30. Apollo Opera House/Huthmacher building, 1400 Walnut St., view north.
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22/30. Old Elks Lodge 1329 Walnut St., view south.
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23/30. Jeffrey building 1335-1341 Walnut St., view southeast.
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24/30. Liberty theater 1333 Walnut St., view south
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25/30. Foss-Martell building 1320 Walnut St., view north.

83

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900

Murphysboro Downtown Historic District

Name of Property

OMB No. 1024-0018

Jackson Co. Illinois

County and State

26/30. Morgan building 1330 Walnut St., view north.
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27/30. Regions Bank 1301 Walnut St., view southwest.
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28/30. 1300 block of Walnut St. view east, north side.
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29/30. 1400 block of Walnut St. View east, north side.
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30/30. 1300 block of Walnut St view east, south side.
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List of Historic Photos
Source: Jackson County Historical Society Archives
1. Late 19th Century-Murphysboro Boucher Bank Block-Illustration, 1100 block Walnut St., view
north
2. Mid-20th Century-Walnut St. view west from 11th St.
3. Early 20th Century-Citizens State & Savings Bank, Corner N 11th and Walnut St. view north.
4. Late 19th-Early 20th Century-view east of Walnut St. from 13th St.
5. Late 19th Century-Desberger (Willis) Building Illustration, S. 10th St. view east.
6. Early 20th century (pre-1925) Illinois Central Railroad Depot and Reliance Mill in background,
view northeast.
7. Late 19th Century-East Side of Courthouse/Public Square-Illustration.
8. Early 20th Century Foss Martel Building, 1320 Walnut St., view north
9. Aug. 3, 1914, Logan Days Celebration, N. 13th St. Illinois Central Railroad Depot and Reliance Mill
visible in top left corner.
10. Early 20th Century-J.C. Penney storefront 1324 Walnut St., view north.
11. Early 20th Century, LaClede Hotel, 102 S. 9th St., view southeast.
12. Mid-Twentieth Century, Jackson County Courthouse, view southeast.
13. Mid-Nineteenth Century, Logan House Illustration, Walnut St., and S. 11th St., view west.
14. Early 20th Century (pre-1925), Van Cloostere Block, 1008 Walnut St. view northeast.
15. Late 19th Century, Minner’s Building Illustration, 1101-1105 Chestnut St. view southwest.
16. Early 20th Century, Walnut St. view west, Logan Hotel/First National Bank left of arch, Boucher
Building right of arch., interurban trolley.
17. Early 20th Century, Walnut St., view east from 13th St., interurban trolley.
18. Early 20th Century, F.W. Woolworth Co., storefront 1202 Walnut St., view north.
19. Late 19th Century Lucier and Van Cloostere’s Opera House Illustration, view northwest.
20. Early 20th Century, Mobile & Ohio Railroad Depot, view southeast from Walnut St.
21. Early 20th Century, M & O Hotel, 1600 block Pine St., view south.
22. Mid-20th Century, view south along S. 13th St., Hippodrome on right.
23. Late 19th Century, South Side of Courthouse/Public Square-Illustration.
24. Mid-20th Century, north side of 1100 block of Walnut St., Boucher Bld.-Boucher Bank Block,
Dollar General Store, view northwest.
25. 1876 Map of Murphysboro depicting early town lay-out and street names.
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1. Late 19th Century-Murphysboro Boucher Bank Block-Illustration, 1100 block
Walnut St., view
north
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2. Mid-20th Century-Walnut St. view west from 11th St.
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3. Early 20th Century-Citizens State & Savings Bank, Corner N 11th and Walnut St.
view north
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4. Late 19th-Early 20th Century-view east of Walnut St. from 13th St.
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5. Late 19th Century-Desberger (Willis) Building Illustration, S. 10th St. view east
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6. Early 20th century (pre-1925) Illinois Central Railroad Depot and Reliance Mill in
background, view northeast
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7. Late 19th Century-East Side of Courthouse/Public Square-Illustration
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8. Early 20th Century Foss Martel Building, 1320 Walnut St., view north
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9. Aug. 3, 1914, Logan Days Celebration, N. 13th St. Illinois Central Railroad Depot and
Reliance Mill visible in top left corner
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10. Early 20th Century-J.C. Penney storefront 1324 Walnut St., view north
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11. Early 20th Century, LaClede Hotel, 102 S. 9th St., view southeast
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12. Mid-Twentieth Century, Jackson County Courthouse, view southeast
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13. Mid-Nineteenth Century, Logan House Illustration, Walnut St., and S. 11th St., view
west
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14. Early 20th Century (pre-1925), Van Cloostere Block, 1008 Walnut St. view northeast
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15. Late 19th Century, Minner’s Building Illustration, 1101-1105 Chestnut St. view
southwest
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16. Early 20th Century, Walnut St. view west, Logan Hotel/First National Bank left of arch,
Boucher Building right of arch., interurban trolley
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17. Early 20th Century, Walnut St., view east from 13th St., interurban trolley
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18. Early 20th Century, F.W. Woolworth Co., storefront 1202 Walnut St., view north
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19. Late 19th Century Lucier and Van Cloostere’s Opera House Illustration, view
northwest
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20. Early 20th Century, Mobile & Ohio Railroad Depot, view southeast from Walnut St.
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21. Early 20th Century, M & O Hotel, 1600 block Pine St., view south
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22. Mid-20th Century, view south along S. 13th St., Hippodrome on right
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23. Late 19th Century, South Side of Courthouse/Public Square-Illustration
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24. Mid-20th Century, north side of 1100 block of Walnut St., Boucher Bld.-Boucher
Bank Block, Dollar General Store, view northwest
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25. 1876 Map of Murphysboro depicting early town lay-out and street names.
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