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1. Name of Property
historic name Emerson-Keith House
other names/site number

n/a

Name of Multiple Property Listing

n/a

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location
street & number 420 N. Main St.

not f or publication

city or town Rockford

vicinity

state

Illinois

county Winnebago

zip code 61103

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this
nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set f orth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property
meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national
statewide
local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A

B

C

D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Date

Illinois Department of Natural Resources - SHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official

Title

Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register

determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

X private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

X building(s)

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

1
0
0
0
1

district
site
structure
object

Noncontributing

0
0
0
0
0

buildings
site
structure
object

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

Single Dwelling

Commerce/Trade

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Mortuary

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

Late 19th and 20th C. Revivals

f oundation:

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Tudor Revival

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Stone

walls: Brick, limestone, stucco, wood

Arts & Crafts
roof :

Tile, copper, wood

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).

Summary Paragraph

The Emerson Keith House was commissioned in 1911. Designed by Pond and Pond of Chicago, the
house is reminiscent of their buildings in Chicago with merging forms and brick detailing. It is an
excellent local example of Arts and Crafts and Tudor Revival architectural styles. It has a red brick veneer
with limestone, stucco, and wood detailing. The single-family home was completed in 1914 in downtown
Rockford at 420 N. Main Street, a block from the river and facing Beattie Park. Minimal alterations were
made in 1937 when the mansion was converted to a funeral home.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narrative Description

Setting:
The Emerson Keith House is located at 420 N. Main Street in downtown Rockford, Illinois. The house
faces Beattie Park and has a view of the Rock River on the other side of the park. It is a block from the
historic Coronado Theater and the Rockford Woman’s Club is to the southeast of the home. The
Emerson Keith House is one of the few remaining mansions that once lined this area of Main Street as
well as Church Street directly behind the property. As shown in the 1913 Sanborn. (Figure 1) The home
is now surrounded by surface parking.
General Description
The Emerson Keith House is an asymmetrical red brick structure with limestone bands and window
frames. It displays a variety of windows including double-hung, casement, bay, dormer, and a skylight on
the north roof. All windows have limestone sills and paired or grouped windows have continuous sills. It
is a cross gabled three-story structure; the principal roof runs east/west with a double gable on the
primary, east, façade. There are intersecting gables, gabled dormers and flat roofed bays; the gables
feature a dentilated vergeboard, as well as flared eaves. A square tower is midway on the north side
topped with a copper cupola. A large garage was added to the northwest corner of the building and a
second larger elevator shaft was added to the west (or rear) elevation, also of red brick with a limestone
band, to blend in with the original structure.
East Elevation
The east (front) elevation of the Emerson Keith house faces N. Main Street with the primary entrance
recessed on the north elevation. There is a concrete slab in front of the stair way the front door hidden in
a brick entry porch with a pitched roof and copper ridge and flashing. The arch of the porch is created by
a double brick header course. The front of the arch has a unique brick pattern, two protruding header
courses alternating vertically with straight string courses. Four small wood brackets sit just under the
eave. The double 6 paned door is flanked by wood pilasters and has a wide wood lintel. On the second
floor above the entrance is a paired leaded multi-paned casement window with limestone bands above
and below. On the third floor is another paired leaded multi-pane casement window with limestone
bands above and below. There are three decorative brick corbels at the parapet of this entry tower.
The asymmetrical protruding section of the east façade is cut in two by the chimney which itself is
asymmetrical, the north end of the chimney is a straight edge from the ground leading almost to the eave
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a small corner is indented leading to a simple limestone cap. The south edge of the chimney is straight
from the ground to the second floor, then 2 brick courses recess at three stages narrowing the chimney
for the third floor. This chimney serves 5 fireplaces, one in the living room on the first floor, two bedrooms
on the second floor and the studio on the third floor and one in the basement playroom. At the ground
level of the east elevation are two pairs of 4X4 casement windows. These are covered with iron bars. A
limestone course creates the sills for the two pairs of nine over one casement windows on the first floor.
On the second floor, the north section features a bay window topped with a single course brick arch, a
limestone sill with an elaborate limestone bracket. While on the south part is a paired nine over one
casement window with double course brick arch creating the lentil which becomes a brick header course
from the chimney to the southeast corner. The windows on the third floor of the east elevation are
symmetrical pairs of nine over one casement windows, however the brick continues as the veneer on the
north side, while the south has stucco with half timbering.
South Elevation
The south elevation has four very distinct sections, emphasized by the cross-gable roof as well as
decorative brick buttresses running from the ground to mid second floor at each break in the elevation.
Alternately these buttresses are perpendicular to the building and angled at 45 degrees to the building.
Beginning at the east end of the structure, the first section has two concrete troughs to make room for
larger windows at the basement level. The eastern most trough has two double-hung windows, two over
two; the second trough has one double-hung window, two over two. These are covered with iron bars.
On the first floor there are four nine over one casement window at the east end a double nine over one
casement window on the second floor is centered over the first-floor window. A small 12 pane fixed
window is located near the west end on the second floor. There are two dormers with windows on the
roof; the smaller dormer towards the east has a double 8 pane casement windows, the rest of the dormer
is stucco and half timbering. The larger dormer is at the intersection of the east and second segment of
the elevation and has a pair of double 8 pane casement windows, the rest of the dormer is stucco and
vertical half timbering.
The second section of the east elevation has a recess cut in the ground to allow for three pairs of four
over four windows on the lower level. These are covered with iron bars. Centered on the first floor is a
bay window with three nine over one casement windows and a copper hood. There are single nine over
one casement windows flanking the bay window. A limestone course runs the entire section creating the
sills of the three windows and there is a large limestone decorative bracket beneath the bay. The third
floor features a triple nine over one casement window centered above the second-floor bay. This window
features a brick arch topped with a header course that runs the length of this section. The third floor is
stucco with vertical half timbering and a double 8 pane casement window centered in the peak of the
roof. There is a metal canopy over the window. The east elevation of this protruding section features a
tall double nine over one window with a limestone sill on the first floor and a smaller double nine over one
window with a limestone sill on the second floor.
The third portion of the south elevation is made up of a two-story porch, a limestone course at the lower
level with a single pane window centered. It is covered with iron bars. A limestone course running from
quoin to quoin creates a sill for three symmetrical six over twelve casement windows. The third floor
features a course of limestone creating a sill for a ribbon of four 15 paned windows with wood frames
featuring thin decorative brackets. The flat roof extends to create a deep eave.
Recessed behind the porch the stair to the rear entrance to the home is visible against the rear of the
main portion of the house. A limestone band runs the length of the section at the same height as the sill
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of the porch windows. The wood canopy over the entrance juts out over a fixed 6 paned casement
window with a limestone sill. The second floor is solid brick and only the slope of the gabled roof is seen
on the third floor.
The later addition of the garage is attached to the rear of the original structure. The side of the garage
extends to the west, solid brick with a wide limestone course approximately three feet from the top and a
thin limestone course tops the parapet. The solid wall of the elevator addition extends to obscure half of
the third floor.
West elevation
The west elevation is separated into three sections as well. This is obscured by the garage and elevator
addition. The southern section is recessed, and a paned door is on the first floor, reached by six
concrete stairs with a wrought iron handrail. A three paned fixed transom is above the door. Three six
over 12 windows fill the rest of the first floor of this section. The second floor has a limestone course
creating the sill for a ribbon of four 20 paned windows with wood frames featuring thin decorative
brackets.
What can be seen of the middle section of the original west elevation is a limestone course on the first
floor which continues from the south elevation. A small 8 over one double hung window is on the
southeast corner on the first floor. There are two openings on the original second floor still visible. A
double-hung window centered over the first-floor window and paned door toward the north. The original
chimney on this elevation is off center toward the north and the third floor is stucco with vertical half
timbering. A small dormer is perched on the ridge of the cross gable and covered in stucco and half
timbering. The west portion of the tall tower is obscured on the first floor by the garage, but the decorative
double casement on the second floor is still visible as well as the small square window near the top of the
tower. A protruding limestone course surrounds the tower just above the third floor.
The elevator obscures the middle of the west elevation and rises to the third floor with a flat roof. The
large garage is one level with a single garage door at the south end, a double garage door toward the
north end and a man door centered between. A wide limestone course runs the length of the garage,
and a thin limestone course caps the parapet.
North Elevation
The north elevation features two towers as well as a truncated turret and the entry porch to create great
variation on this elevation. The garage addition interrupts this elevation only into the west third of the
building. The flat roof allows the upper floors of the original façade to be visible. The decorative
limestone band continues along this elevation and is the lentil for the three symmetrically placed 12 pane
casement windows.
The west third of the north façade has a 12 over 2 double-hung window next to the tower, midpoint
between the first and second floor. (Second interior staircase). On the second floor there is a large
double hung near the northwest corner and a smaller double-hung under the eave at midpoint of this
section. Above the windows to the roof line is stucco with half timbering. A dormer is peeking out behind
the tower on the third floor It has a double casement window and is decorated with stucco and halftimbering. There is only one window on the tall tower on this elevation, small square window under the
eave.
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The truncated turret protrudes from the second square tower and stops at the third floor. There is a
limestone course at ground level on the west portion and part of the north, creating the sill for two small
square windows, now covered with iron bars. The northeast portion has a larger window also covered
with iron bars. The first floor of the turret is a bay of double windows with limestone sills and lentils as well
as limestone columns between. The windows are small leaded multi-paned square fixed windows above
leaded multi-paned casement windows. The second floor of the turret has the same limestone decoration
as the first floor; however, the windows are shorter and are leaded multi-pane casement windows. The
turret is capped with a subtle decorative brick cornice.
The square tower continues above the turret with a limestone course above the turret creating a sill for
the double leaded multi-paned casement window centered on the third floor of the tower. Another
limestone course creates the lentil for the window and runs the length of the tower. The tower has a flat
roof and features two pairs of decorative brick corbels at the parapet.
The entry porch features an arched leaded multi-paned double window near the turret, the band of
limestone on the turret has continued to the porch to create the sill, a brick header course caps the
arched window. The copper ridge of the entry porch is visible on this elevation. Behind the entry porch
there is an arched recess in the brick work running from the first floor to the middle of the third. This
recess holds the windows for the main interior staircase which are placed between the main floors. The
lower double window has arched fixed pane upper windows above nine over nine casement windows.
The upper double window features a nine paned square fixed window above with nine over nine
casement windows below. The recess above is brick finished with an arched header course. The
brickwork between the two windows appears to be a three-dimensional interpretation of herringbone
course decoration. There are three pairs of vertical courses that have bricks jutting diagonally, at each
side of the recess and one in the middle with straight courses between them.
Toward the east end of the north elevation there is a course of limestone at the base and two 4 paned
square windows are on the lower level, now covered with iron bars. Another limestone course runs the
length of this section to create the sill for a triple nine over one casement window on the first floor. On the
second floor a double nine over one casement window is centered above the first-floor windows. The
three paned skylight is visible on the tile roof.
Interior
Pond and Pond designed the home specifically for the Keith family, meant for entertaining, living area on
the first floor, bedrooms on the second. Belle’s studio is on the third floor with a large skylight to give the
artist natural light to paint, the nursery was adjacent to the studio. The Arts and Crafts detailing remains
untouched on the interior, specifically the fireplaces and central stair. The original mahogany trim is intact
throughout the first floor. One wall was removed on the first floor and the kitchen was repurposed during
the 1937 change of ownership. One bathroom was removed on the second floor to create a more open
floor plan on the second floor, also in 1937.
First Floor
The front door opens to the “porch” within the turret and the vestibule leads you to the main hall. The
open staircase is to the left (north) and the large window on the stair brings natural light into the wide hall.
Mahogany trim decorates the ceiling and there are pendent lights, as well as sconces. A bench is
nestled in the crook of the stair. There is access to the front rooms through wide openings to the east
and south. A limestone fireplace is centered on the east wall, with Mahogany paneling from mantle to
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ceiling. In the original dining room, a fireplace is centered on the north wall, surrounded by a mahogany
frame and mahogany paneling from mantle to ceiling. The frame of the firebox is small beige tiles, a
series of 4 abstract floral tiles are above the firebox. A door in the northwest corner of the dining room
opens to the butler’s pantry.
There is a door at the west end of the main hall that leads to a small restroom, the back staircase and the
original kitchen and maid’s dining room were at the rear of the first floor.
Basement
A door in the vestibule opens to the playroom in the basement, it is well lit due to the windows on three
sides of the room. The staircase is an open L-shape with a square landing at the bend in the L. A
fireplace is centered on the east wall, a simple brick fireplace with two brick brackets supporting a brick
mantle. A blackboard occupies the west wall of the playroom. Wood floor is placed over cement in the
playroom the rest of the basement is cement flooring. A door on the west wall of the playroom near the
stairs opens to a narrow hall. The rear of the basement contained the laundry, a vegetable room, storage
and two boiler rooms. The second stairway accessed the basement as well.
Second floor
The stair continues to be open from the second to the third floor as well which gives the second-floor
landing/hall natural light. Bedrooms 1, 2 and 5 are accessed from this front hall to the east and south.
The hall narrows just past the stairs to the west. A linen room is behind the stairs, a bath is next to the
linen room. Past the second staircase are another bathroom and bedrooms 3 and 4. Bedroom #5 is the
northeast corner bedroom with a fireplace in the southeast corner with a wood surround and blue
figurative tiles. (photo 16) Bedroom #1 occupied the southeast corner of the second floor with a fireplace
in the northeast corner of the room. This fireplace has plain brown and burnt red tile and hearth, with a
wood surround.
Bedroom #2 is centered on the south façade with the only access to the porch in the southwest corner of
the second floor. A fireplace is centered on the north wall of the bedroom, surround of small square blue
tile. Centered above the firebox is a beige relief sculpture tile of a man on a chariot. There was a
bathroom adjacent to the porch accessed at the northwest corner of bedroom #2. Originally there were 5
bedrooms and 4 baths on the second floor.
Third Floor
A door at the top of the stairs opens to Belle’s studio which occupies the east end of the third floor. A
cathedral ceiling with a skylight on the north roof brings natural light into the space. Central on the east
wall is a fireplace of dark brick which continues to the ceiling. Four brick brackets hold a mantel shelf.
There are two large figurative tiles on the mantel wall, bright shades of blue featuring a figure on a horse.
There are 2 storage rooms at each end of the cross gable. The nursery occupies the west end of the
third floor. The elevator opens to the nursery.
Integrity
The integrity of the Emerson Keith house is strong for placement on the National Register. The original
design aesthetic of Pond and Pond is still very apparent throughout the home, original fireplaces, light
fixtures, woodwork, and window placement create to this day the beauty of the interior of this building.
The exterior maintains excellent integrity with original fenestration and glazing. The alterations of the
Emerson Keith only obstruct the west (rear) elevation of the building, a one-story garage was attached at
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the northwest corner of the building and an elevator shaft attached to the center of the west (rear)
elevation. These changes were made in 1937 when Burpee-Wood converted the home to a funeral
home. No alterations have been made since 1937. The materials on the garage and elevator tower were
chosen to blend with the original materials of the home. The interior changes were made at the same
time. On the first floor, the walls were removed between the library, living room and dining room. The
east end of the main hall was opened to the library and the sliding door at the southeast end of the main
hall was removed to create an opening to the south as well. The butler’s pantry remains but the kitchen
and maid’s dining room were converted to office. No changes were made to the playroom in the
basement; however, the storage space is filled with a new HVAC system. On the second floor the wall
and bathroom between bedrooms #1 and #2 were removed to create open space. (Photo 18) Bath #2
has been converted to a utility room. The bedrooms along the west end, #3 and #4, as well as the
adjoining bathroom have been converted to one open room. The third floor is an apartment, the studio is
unchanged. The nursery a bedroom as well as the storage room in the north gable. The storage room in
the south gable has been converted to a kitchen. The original design aesthetic of Pond and Pond is still
very apparent throughout the home, original fireplaces, light fixtures, woodwork, and window placement
create to this day the beauty of the interior of this building.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C

D

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture

Period of Significance

1914

Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation (if applicable)

Architect/Builder

Pond & Pond
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria,
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations).

The Emerson Keith House at 420 N. Main Street in Rockford qualifies for the National Register under Criterion
C, for architecture. The property retains sufficient integrity and is locally significant as an example of Arts and
Craft and Tudor Revival architecture. The home is located in downtown Rockford, across the street from
Beattie Park and a block north of the Coronado Theater. The period of significance is 1914, the year the
residence was completed.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The Emerson Family was a prominent family in Rockford toward the end of the 19th and well into the 20th
century. Ralph Emerson (1st cousin to Ralph Waldo Emerson) was born in Andover, Massachusetts on May 3,
1831. He came to Illinois to study law in Bloomington where he became friends with Abraham Lincoln and on
his advice gave up the law and turned to business. He came to Rockford to open a Hardware store and
became a partner in a reaper manufacturing company, industry quickly became his passion. His portfolio was
vast and included farm implement manufacturing and knitting companies, holding several patents. He married
Adaline Elizabeth Talcott in 1858, they had eight children, 3 sons and 5 daughters. Emerson was a
philanthropist and believed in the power of education. Shortly after the Civil War, Emerson established the
Emerson Institute in Mobile Alabama to educate recently freed slaves. (RR, 8/22/14) Emerson passed away on
August 19, 1914, in his home in Rockford
Charlotte Belle Emerson was born on January 22, 1865, in Rockford the fourth child born to Ralph and Adaline
Emerson. Belle graduated from Rockford High School in 1882 and attended Wellesley in Massachusetts.
After completion of her Certificate of Art in 1885 (Jang, p.15) Belle spent a few years in Europe continuing her
instruction in painting in Munich and Paris. Belle’s paintings were featured in 2 exhibits at the Art Institute of
Chicago (Stewart) and the Rockford Art Museum holds 6 paintings by Belle in their permanent collection.
(Figure 2) The Emerson and Talcott families were instrumental in the building of the Rockford Woman’s Club,
donating the land as well as monies. Belle curated shows in the gallery at the club and today the gallery is
named in her honor.
Belle married Dr. Darwin Keith in April of 1898 (RMS 4/28/98) in the home of Belle’s parents. The newlyweds
returned to Europe for Keith to continue his medical training. In the 1911 Rockford City Directory Dr. D.M. Keith
is listed at 414 N. Main. In their wedding announcement there is a reference to “the Emerson Cottage on N.
Main Street.” (RMS 4/28/98). This same year the Chicago firm of Pond and Pond designed the plans for the
Emerson Keith Home on the property adjacent, formerly part of the Ralph Emerson Estate which covered the
majority of the block from N. Main to N. Church. In the 1914 City Directory Rev. C.P. Connolly is listed at 414
and Dr. D.M. Keith is listed at 420 N. Main, the year the home was finished. They moved into a beautiful home
with a playroom in the lower level and a nursery and art studio sharing the space on the third floor. Their only
daughter, Mary was born in 1907 in London. (Jang, p.19)
Dr. Keith passed away in 1929, Belle stayed in the family home until selling in 1931 to R.S. Williams. (City
Directory) Williams was the vice president of Burson Knitting which was one of Ralph Emerson’s companies.
At this time Belle moved into 414 N. Main. Burpee-Wood took ownership of the property and moved their
Funeral Home to the Keith home in 1937.
Belle like her father believed in the power of education, her philosophy was also influenced by her aunt, Julia
Lathrop, Rockford College graduate and classmate of Jane Adams. Lathrop continued her studies at Vassar,
returning to Illinois to work with Jane Adams at Hull House. Lathrop was at Hull House at the same time as
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Pond and Pond and it is most likely the connection between the architects and Belle. In 1912 Lathrop was
appointed by President Taft to head a new federal agency, Children’s Bureau in the Department of Commerce
and Labor. (Vassar)
Throughout her travels in Europe Belle was aware of the progressive movement in Europe at the turn of the
century. Belle was not happy with the education her daughter, Mary was receiving at Walker school and
decided to take matters into her own hands. In 1916, Belle hired an English governess to help her teach and
Keith school was started in the lower level of the Keith home at 420 N. Main Street. Belle was also looking into
the Country Day School movement that was gaining popularity in the United States. Several of Mary’s friends
joined her for lessons in the cellar. The lessons continued in the Keith home until 1919. Keith Country Day
School is thriving in Rockford to this day.
ARCHITECTURE
Pond and Pond
The Pond brothers, born and raised in Ann Arbor Michigan and their architecture is found in Michigan as well
as Chicago. This is the description Carl Condit gave of the brothers in his book on the Chicago School, “Of all
the architects who belong to the Chicago School by virtue of their independence from traditional building forms,
Irving K. Pond (1857-1939) and his brother Allen (1858-1929) are most difficult to place in any of the various
streams of the movement… established a partnership in Chicago in 1886. They were soon drawn into the
Chicago movement and in a few years were producing original work marked by their own unique stamp.”
(Condit p. 205)
Three of their buildings are Chicago landmarks; American School of Correspondence, 1906-07; Northwestern
University Settlement House, 1901; and Hull House Dining Hall 1905. Pond and Pond were closely associated
with Jane Addams and the Settlement House movement. They designed a complete campus for Hull House as
it expanded its services. (Figure 6) In the 1960’s the property was acquired by the University of Illinois, Circle
Campus. Most of the campus was demolished, leaving only the dining hall and original mansion. As mentioned
earlier they were founding members of the Arts and Crafts Society in Chicago and embraced the philosophy,
bringing those beliefs to all of their projects.
These ideas are apparent throughout the Emerson Keith House including the beautiful mahogany detailing on
the first floor. The variety of tile choices made for the different fireplaces, especially the relief panel in the
primary bedroom. The fenestration is thoughtful and deliberate, bringing natural light to all areas of the home.
The alternate use of height and massing on the north elevation creates interest and is a nod not only to Arts
and Crafts philosophy but to the primary elements of Tudor Revival.
Arts and Crafts
The beginning of the Arts and Crafts philosophy is attributed to William Morris and other British designers in
the late 19th century, The philosophy was officially named in 1888 by members of the Royal Academy. (Clark p.
9) It was a new focus in the decorative arts to celebrate craftsmanship despite the industrial age. This
philosophy inspired the artisans at Philadelphia’s Academy of Art, to create “craftsman interiors and
picturesque exterior compositions” (Clark p. 13). Chicago was creating new design aesthetics as well. The
1893 Columbian Exposition brought international focus on the midwestern city. Chicago architects were
rebuilding the city and the Chicago School was emerging.
In 1897, the Chicago Arts and Crafts Society was established at Jane Addams’ Hull House. Architects Pond
and Pond were founding members. (CCL p. 5, 1988) The Commission of Chicago Landmarks describe the Arts
11

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900

Emerson Keith House

Name of Property

OMB No. 1024-0018

Winnebago, Illinois

County and State

and Crafts movement in the summary for the American School of Correspondence, Arts and Crafts’ “emphasis
on humanizing design through simple, crafted forms and honest expression of materials had a strong impact
on designers of the early 20th century in Europe and the United States.” (CCL p.3 1994)
The Arts and Crafts influence is apparent in the Emerson Keith House exterior and interior. First on the exterior
is a beautiful blend of natural materials. The Pond brothers put an emphasis on the interplay of form to create
a welcoming home that somehow disguised the massive size of the structure. The subtle details of the wood
dentils on the entry arch to the slight flair of all the gables express this influence as well. The meticulous detail
to material on the interior is part of the Arts and Crafts influence also, the mahogany detailing and the beautiful
stone and tile work on each fireplace. (photos 11 & 21) A centerpiece of the home is the staircase with the
hand carved newel posts. (photo 23)
Tudor Revival
Tudor Revival is a reference to looking back to the Tudor period of England (1500 – 1559). It was popular
during the revival trend in America surrounding the turn of the 20 th century. The style is very identifiable by
steep roofs and front facing gable or multiple gables, often varied heights of gables. Decorative brickwork
including front or side chimneys. Fenestration is often groups of multi-pane windows. Masonry facades along
with stucco and half timbering. (McAlester p.355) An interesting article from the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission discussed the style: “The term Tudor is somewhat a misnomer, since the style does not
closely follow the building patterns of the English Tudor Era of the 16th century. Instead, it is an amalgam of
late medieval English inspired building elements.” The style is easily identifiable and found in commercial
buildings and well as residential architecture from cottages to mansions.
The distinctive characteristics are apparent in the Emerson Keith House, masonry facades mixed with stucco
and half timbering. The variation in gable heights accentuates the asymmetry of the primary facade of the
Emerson Keith House. Decorative brickwork is found on the entry porch as well as the two-story recess on the
north façade. Stucco and half timbering are part of each façade.
Comparable property types in Rockford
The Rockford Public Library maintains the survey, Rockford Historic Resource Inventory, which references the
Illinois Historic Structure Survey (IHSS) conducted from 1971-1975. The only date given is the date the library
received the survey, April 18, 1983. The survey included 22 Tudor Revival Homes. Arts and Crafts was not
listed as a style in the survey. In reference to the IHSS, the only home to receive a P (deserving of individual
rating on the NR) rating is the residence designed by Frank Carpenter in 1925, 715 W. Garfield. (Figure 3) The
home is part of the Garfield Historic District. The Emerson Keith house received the HD (contributing to an
historic district) rating. Sixteen other residences received the HD rating including 2121 Oaklawn, by Jesse
Barloga (1930) (Figure 4) and 1530 National Avenue, architect unknown (1919) (Figure 5). The Emerson Keith
House is the earliest structure of the Tudor Revival homes in this survey. The Emerson Keith house is the only
residence also featuring prominent Arts and Crafts elements on the exterior as well as the interior. The home
features asymmetrical facades, which creates a different dynamic than the other homes mentioned in the
survey.
Conclusion
The Emerson Keith House is locally significant as an example of Tudor Revival and the Arts and Crafts
Movement. Designed in 1911, the beautiful materials and thoughtful details of the exterior and interior are still
prominent, and it retains significant integrity to be placed on the National Register.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of PropertyF Less than one
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage; enter “Less than one” if the acreage is .99 or less)
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:F
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 42.274919
Latitude
2

Latitude

-89.092309
Longitude
Longitude

3
4

Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

N. Main Street to the east to the Alley on the west, concrete curb lines the property to the north and a short
brick wall designates the south border.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected .)

These are the current property lines.

11. Form Prepared By
name/title

Valerie Olafson

date 9/11/2022

organization Independent consultant

telephone 815-988-1940

street & number 422 S. 1st Street

email vjolafson@gmail.com

city or town Rockford

state IL

zip code 61104

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
•

GIS Location Map (Google Earth or BING)

•

Local Location Map

•

Site Plan

•

Floor Plans (As Applicable)

•

Photo Location Map (Include for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all photographs to
this map and insert immediately after the photo log and before the list of figures).
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 pixels, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity,
the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.

Photo Log
Name of Property:

Emerson Keith House

City or Vicinity:

Rockford

County:

Winnebago

Photographer:

Valerie Olafson

Date Photographed:

August 2021, February 2022

State:

Illinois

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Photo 1 of XX:
1 of 23: Primary façade (looking SW)
2 of 23: Entry (looking SW)
3 of 23: Primary façade (looking NW)
4 of 23: South façade (looking N)
5 of 23: South façade (looking NE)
6 of 23: West façade (looking E)
7 of 23: North façade (looking S)
8 of 23: Lower level, classroom (looking SW)
9 of 23: Lower level, (looking W)
10 of 23: First floor, living room, (looking NE)
11 of 23: First floor, living room fireplace detail, (looking E)
12 of 23: First floor, main stairway, (looking N)
13 of 23: First floor, dining room, (looking NW)
14 of 23: First floor, entry hall (looking W)
15 of 23: First floor, stairway (looking NW)
16 of 23: 2nd Floor, bedroom 5, fireplace (looking SE)
17 of 23: 2nd floor, bedroom 1, fireplace (looking NE)
18 of 23: 2nd floor, bedrooms 1 & 2 (looking NE)
19 of 23: 2nd floor stairway (looking NW)
20 of 23: 3rd floor, studio skylight (looking NE)
21 of 23: 3rd floor, studio fireplace detail (looking E)
22 of 23: 3rd floor studio window (looking S)
23 of 23: 3rd floor newel post (looking NW)
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National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per
response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of
Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
Photo Key
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Photo 1; Primary façade (looking SW)
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Photo 2; Entry (looking SW)
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Photo 3; Primary façade (looking NW)
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Photo 4; South façade (looking N)
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Photo 5; South façade (looking NE)

Photo 6; West façade (looking E)
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Photo 7; North façade (looking S)

Photo 8, Lower level, classroom (looking SW)
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Photo 9; Lower level, (looking W)

Photo 10; 1st floor living room (looking NE)
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Photo 11; Fireplace detail (looking E)

Photo 12; 1st floor main stairway (looking N)
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Photo 13; 1st floor Dining Room (looking NW)

Photo 14; 1st floor entry hall (looking W)
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Photo 15, 1st floor stairway (looking NW)

Photo 16; 2nd floor, bedroom 5 fireplace (looking SE)
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Photo 17; 2nd floor bedroom 1, fireplace (looking NE)

Photo 18; 2nd floor bedroom 1 & 2 (looking NE)
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Photo 19; 2nd floor stairway (looking NW)

Photo 20; 3rd floor studio skylight (looking NE)
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Photo 21; 3rd floor studio fireplace detail (looking E)

Photo 22; 3rd floor window (looking S)
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Photo 23; 3rd floor newel post (looking NW)
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(Resize, compact, and paste images of maps and historic documents in this section. Place captions, with figure numbers above each image. Orient
maps so that north is at the top of the page, all document should be inserted with the top toward the top of the page.

GIS Location Map
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Floor Plans

Basement; no structural changes
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First Floor; Pond and Pond

First Floor; existing (not to scale) walls removed, garage and second elevator addition
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Second Floor; Pond and Pond

Second Floor; existing (not to scale) walls removed and elevator addition
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Third Floor; Pond and Pond

Third Floor; existing (not to scale) minor structural changes.
Floor Plans
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Figure 1: 1913 Sanborn Map Detail
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Illinois, County:

Figure 2: Home Views, Belle Emerson, 1892, Property of Rockford Art Museum
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Figure 3: 715 W. Garfield, Architect, Frank Carpenter, 1925. (photo V. Olafson)

Figure 4: 2121 Oaklawn, Architect, Jesse Barloga, 1930 (photo V. Olafson)
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Figure 5:1530 National Avenue, Architect unknown, 1919 (photo V. Olafson)
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Figure 6: Hull House Campus by Pond and Pond, early 20th century. Commission on Chicago Landmarks.
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