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Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
1021 North Grand Avenue East
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield
Illinois
62794-9276 
(217) 782-3397
Minimum Recommendations for 
Housekeeping Practices for Grain Handling Facilities
All pollution control equipment, no matter how minor it appears, is scientifically designed to perform properly. Any abuse of this equipment deters proper operation. Do not abuse this equipment! Follow maintenance procedures recommended by the manufacturer.
Existing Cyclone CollectorsCyclone(s) should be checked daily to be sure they are operable and not plugged.They shall be cleaned as required to insure proper operation.Cleaning & MaintenanceFloors should be kept swept and cleaned from boot pit to cupola floor. Roof or bin decks and other exposed flat surfaces should be kept clean of grain and dust that would tend to rot or become airborne.Cleaning must be handled in such a manner as not to permit dust to escape to atmosphere. (Example: Dust & grain swept up must be conveyed to a source of disposal and must not be swept out of cupola door. Grain & dust must not be shoveled off bin deck to ground.)The yard and surrounding open areas, including ditches, curbs, etc., should be cleaned before rotting occurs.Continuing maintenance of a facility should be practiced, such as replacing broken glass and keeping spouts and equipment in a dust tight condition to prevent leakage of dust and grain.Receiving Station (Dump Pit)Existing aspiration equipment is to be maintained and operated.Existing dust control devices are to be maintained and operated.Load Out AreasSleeves or equivalents should be installed on all load out spouts. These sleeves should be of sufficient length to serve the purpose for which they are installed -- i.e. controlling dirt and dust from aeration of grain discharging into receiving hoppers, trucks, and rail cars.To aid in eliminating this load out condition, it is recommended that, where feasible, choke loading be used as a normal operating procedure.Head House Area: The head house shall be maintained in such a fashion that no visible dust or dirt is allowed to escape to the atmosphere.Property: The yard and driveway of any facility should be asphalted, oiled, or equivalently treated to control dust. This operation is to be done as often as required.Housekeeping checklists (example attached) shall be developed by the manager and used to aid in maintenance and housekeeping. These checklists will be subject to inspection by the Illinois EPA Surveillance Engineer during routine investigations.
Elevator Checklist (Guide Only)
A. Basement
1. Boot pits cleaned
2. Floors cleaned
3. Walls cleaned
4. Aspiration in good working order
B. Ground Level
1. Floors cleaned
2. Walls cleaned
3. Aspiration in good working order
C. Head House and/or Tank Top
1. Floors cleaned
2. Walls cleaned
3. Aspiration in good working order
D. Equipment
1. Cyclones are in good operating condition
2. Air duct is free of holes
3. Leg discharges are maintained and free of holes
4. Spouts are maintained and free of holes
5. Pit doors are free and operable
E. Elevator Grounds
1. Area is policed and all trash is picked up
2. Aspiration in good working order
Illinois EPA Bureau of Air
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