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CLARK COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 

six counties, including Clark County, were declared disaster areas with total damages 

estimated around $3 million.  

 

York Buy Out 

 

In 2013, Clark County hired Coles County Regional Planning to do inspections of homes in an 

area of the county known as “Old York.” This area sat next to the river and had been 

repeatedly flooded over the years, to the point where many of the homes in the area had 

become unsafe to live in. Some of the homes that were inspected showed water lines over 4 

feet high. Several of the homeowners had 

abandoned their homes and were living in 

campers, trailers and tents on their properties, 

due to black mold, rotting floors and other issues 

that had developed.  

  

After the inspections were completed, Regional 

Planning was retained to administer a FEMA Buy 

Out of the area for homeowners who were 

interested in selling. Of the 30 structures that 

were inspected, roughly 20 of the properties 

were slated for Buy Out. The process of a Buy Out is one in which the affected homes would 

be appraised, offers made to the residents based on the appraised value of their properties, 

then those properties would be demolished. The property title is deed-restricted and the land 

must remain forever as public, open space. The community can use it to create public parks, 

wildlife refuges, etc., but it cannot sell it to private individuals or develop it.   

 

Repetitive Loss Properties 

 

FEMA defines a repetitive loss structure as a structure 

covered by a contract of flood insurance issued under 

the NFIP, which has suffered flood loss damage on two 

occasions during a 10-year period that ends on the 

date of the second loss, in which the cost to repair 

the flood damage is 25% of the market value of the 

structure at the time of each flood loss. 
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Q2 What is your job title?
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Q6 On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being lowest risk and 10 being highest risk,
how would you rank each of the following hazards for the Region?
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7 / 18

Clark County IL Hazard Mitigation Plan



5 Winter Storm
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7 Fire
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9
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10 Hazardous
Materials...
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11
Communicatio...

12 Pipeline
Failure
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Q7 Do you offer reverse 911 or other program that allows residents to
sign up for alerts related to your County?
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Q8 One purpose of a hazard mitigation plan is to list goals and objectives
that can be used to work toward building disaster resistant communities.
How would you rank the following goals with 1 being least important and

10 being very important?
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