Special County Retailers' Occupation Tax For Public Safety,
Public Facilities, or Transportation –
Statutory Ballot Question
(55 ILCS 5/5-1006.5(a))
The county clerk shall certify the question to the proper
election authority, who shall submit the proposition at an
election in accordance with the general election law.
(1) The proposition for public safety purposes shall
be in substantially the following form:
"To pay for public safety purposes, shall (name of
county) be authorized to impose an increase on its share of
local sales taxes by (insert rate)?"
As additional information on the ballot below the
question shall appear the following:
"This would mean that a consumer would pay an
additional (insert amount) in sales tax for every $100 of
tangible personal property bought at retail."
The county board may also opt to establish a sunset
provision at which time the additional sales tax would
cease being collected, if not terminated earlier by a vote
of the county board. If the county board votes to include a
sunset provision, the proposition for public safety
purposes shall be in substantially the following form:
"To pay for public safety purposes, shall (name of
county) be authorized to impose an increase on its share of
local sales taxes by (insert rate) for a period not to
exceed (insert number of years)?"
As additional information on the ballot below the
question shall appear the following:
"This would mean that a consumer would pay an
additional (insert amount) in sales tax for every $100 of
tangible personal property bought at retail. If imposed,
the additional tax would cease being collected at the end
of (insert number of years), if not terminated earlier by a
vote of the county board."
For the purposes of the paragraph, "public safety
purposes" means crime prevention, detention, fire fighting,
police, medical, ambulance, or other emergency services.

Votes shall be recorded as "Yes" or "No".
(2) The proposition for transportation purposes shall
be in substantially the following form:
"To pay for improvements to roads and other
transportation purposes, shall (name of county) be
authorized to impose an increase on its share of local
sales taxes by (insert rate)?"
As additional information on the ballot below the
question shall appear the following:
"This would mean that a consumer would pay an
additional (insert amount) in sales tax for every $100 of
tangible personal property bought at retail."
The county board may also opt to establish a sunset
provision at which time the additional sales tax would
cease being collected, if not terminated earlier by a vote
of the county board. If the county board votes to include a
sunset provision, the proposition for transportation
purposes shall be in substantially the following form:
"To pay for road improvements and other transportation
purposes, shall (name of county) be authorized to impose an
increase on its share of local sales taxes by (insert rate)
for a period not to exceed (insert number of years)?"
As additional information on the ballot below the
question shall appear the following:
"This would mean that a consumer would pay an
additional (insert amount) in sales tax for every $100 of
tangible personal property bought at retail. If imposed,
the additional tax would cease being collected at the end
of (insert number of years), if not terminated earlier by a
vote of the county board."
For the purposes of this paragraph, transportation
purposes means construction, maintenance, operation, and
improvement of public highways, any other purpose for which
a county may expend funds under the Illinois Highway Code,
and passenger rail transportation.
The votes shall be recorded as "Yes" or "No".
(3) The proposition for public facilities purposes
shall be in substantially the following form:

"To pay for public facilities purposes, shall (name of
county) be authorized to impose an increase on its share of
local sales taxes by (insert rate)?"
As additional information on the ballot below the
question shall appear the following:
"This would mean that a consumer would pay an
additional (insert amount) in sales tax for every $100 of
tangible personal property bought at retail."
The county board may also opt to establish a sunset
provision at which time the additional sales tax would
cease being collected, if not terminated earlier by a vote
of the county board. If the county board votes to include a
sunset provision, the proposition for public facilities
purposes shall be in substantially the following form:
"To pay for public facilities purposes, shall (name of
county) be authorized to impose an increase on its share of
local sales taxes by (insert rate) for a period not to
exceed (insert number of years)?"
As additional information on the ballot below the
question shall appear the following:
"This would mean that a consumer would pay an
additional (insert amount) in sales tax for every $100 of
tangible personal property bought at retail. If imposed,
the additional tax would cease being collected at the end
of (insert number of years), if not terminated earlier by a
vote of the county board."
For purposes of this Section, "public facilities
purposes" means the acquisition, development, construction,
reconstruction, rehabilitation, improvement, financing,
architectural planning, and installation of capital
facilities consisting of buildings, structures, and durable
equipment and for the acquisition and improvement of real
property and interest in real property required, or
expected to be required, in connection with the public
facilities, for use by the county for the furnishing of
governmental services to its citizens, including but not
limited to museums and nursing homes.
The votes shall be recorded as "Yes" or "No".
If a majority of the electors voting on the
proposition vote in favor of it, the county may impose the

tax. A county may not submit more than one proposition
authorized by this Section to the electors at any one time.

