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Keep your Member Services contact information up to date to receive
the latest news and announcements.
Benefit Statements Available
in SRS Member Services

TRAIL Medicare Advantage Prescription
Drug Plans and Medicare Part D

GARS no longer mails annual statements to members, retirees, or
survivors. If your email is on file with GARS, you should have received
an email notifying you that your statement was available to view in your
SRS Member Services account. If you have not yet done so, create a
secure Member Services account and add your email address.

Retired legislators and their covered dependents who are enrolled in
one of the TRAIL Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans (MAPD)
are provided prescription drug coverage by the TRAIL MAPD Plan
through Medicare Part D. The TRAIL MAPD Plan enrolls the covered
retiree and dependent in Part D as part of the enrollment process. The
covered retiree and their Medicare-eligible dependent(s) do not enroll
in Part D directly when signing up for Medicare Parts A and B.

Your annual statement as of June 30, 2021, provides detailed
information about your GARS benefits and lists your current
beneficiaries. If you need to change or update your beneficiaries,
visit https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/SRS/GARS/Resources/Pages/
Forms.aspx to find the Death Benefit Beneficiary Designation form
(7101). If you have questions about your statement, contact GARS
staff at (217) 782-8500 or (217) 785-6966.

Register for an SRS Member
Services Online Account
Visit https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/SRS/GARS/Pages/MemberServices-Help-Information.aspx to create a Member Services online
account. By registering and using the Member Services website, you
can access account information and beneficiary information, as well
as GARS forms and publications. In addition, all annual statements
since June 30, 2014, including your current statement, are available
on the Member Services website.
If you have trouble logging in to your account, you can reset your
password from the login page. If you are having a problem creating
your account, contact the DoIT Service Desk at (217) 524-3648 or
(312) 814-3648. Please note that the DoIT Service Desk or SRS is
not able to reset your password.

GARS Operations Update
As COVID-19 cases surge in Sangamon County and throughout
Illinois, for the safety of our employees and members, the
SRS building will remain closed to members. However, GARS
representatives are always available by phone to provide individual
counseling regarding your retirement benefits.

Medicare determines a monthly premium for Part B based on annual
income reported on the member’s federal tax return from two years
prior to Medicare Part B enrollment. If your income was high enough
to trigger an income-related monthly adjustment amount (IRMAA),
you will pay the standard cost for Part B, which is $148.50 per
month for calendar year 2021, plus an IRMAA premium. If Medicare
determines a person is subject to IRMAA for Medicare Part B, it
automatically applies to Part D as well. Click this link to go directly to
the Medicare.gov website and review the 2021 Medicare premiums
and income ranges. Medicare costs at a glance | Medicare
To remain covered in the TRAIL MAPD plan, retired legislators and
their covered Medicare-eligible dependents must pay their monthly
Part B and Part D premiums (including IRMAA). If not, their State
of Illinois TRAIL MAPD coverage will terminate. For those who
lose their TRAIL MAPD coverage due to nonpayment of Medicare
premiums, they must work directly with SSA and CMS’ Medicare
Coordination of Benefits Unit (MCOB Unit) by calling 1-800-442-1300.
The MCOB Unit determines if the coverage can be reinstated once
Medicare premiums are paid or if they must wait until the annual open
enrollment period held in the Fall to re-enroll in TRAIL.
Additional information on the TRAIL MAPD prescription drug
coverage and IRMAA is available on page 13 of the 2021 MAPD
Initial Enrollment Guide: https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/SRS/GARS/
Resources/Pages/Insurance.aspx. Questions about Medicare IRMAA
should be directed to Medicare by calling 800-633-4227.

Check out our Member Services website
memberservices.srs.illinois.gov

TRAIL MAPD Separate Enrollment Opportunity
for Retirees Becoming Medicare-Eligible
Retirees, annuitants, and survivors becoming Medicare-eligible will
have a separate enrollment opportunity into the TRAIL Medicare
Advantage Prescription Drug (MAPD) program, prior to their 65th
birthday. Retirees, annuitants, and survivors who are eligible to enroll
in Medicare Parts A and B are required to enroll in a TRAIL MAPD
plan, if:
• Member does not insure dependents, OR
• Member covers a dependent(s) also enrolled
in Medicare Parts A and B.
If you meet the requirements listed above, you will have 60 days to
complete your enrollment in TRAIL MAPD. Failure to elect a TRAIL
MAPD plan by the end of the 60-day enrollment opportunity will result
in loss of State insurance coverage (health, prescription, and vision)
and you will only have Medicare Parts A and B. If your coverage is
terminated or waived, you will not be able to enroll in a TRAIL MAPD
plan until the Fall open enrollment period. Additional information
on this topic is available in the GARS Group Insurance Fact Sheet:
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/SRS/GARS/Publications/Pages/FactSheets.aspx.

Metlife Replaces Securian Financial
as Life Insurance Carrier
Effective July 1, 2021, MetLife is the new life insurance carrier for
the State of Illinois Employees’ Group Insurance Program (SEGIP).
Between July 1 and September 1, CMS is encouraging members not
to change their beneficiary. If you must do so, you will need to contact
GARS for a beneficiary designation form and return it to the CMS
Benefits and Claims Support Unit address on the bottom of the form.
The MetLife Customer Service phone number is 800-880-6394.

Retirement Counseling Options
If you want to schedule an individual telephone conference with GARS
Manager, Angie Ackerson, send an email to gars@srs.illinois.gov, to
request your individual conference request form. Customized estimates
will be prepared and mailed to you before your conference. If you have
reciprocal service, GARS may need approximately 4 to 6 weeks to
consult with other retirement systems and prepare your estimates.

GARS Funding Update
The invested assets of GARS, the State Employees’ Retirement
System, and the Judges’ Retirement System are managed by the
Illinois State Board of Investment (ISBI). The Chairpersons of all three
Boards of Trustees are statutory ex-officio members of ISBI, along
with the State Treasurer and 5 members of the public appointed by
the Governor.
As of December 31, 2020, the ISBI portfolio was valued at slightly
more than $22.8 billion, with GARS assets totaling almost $66 million.
During the preceding 6 months, the ISBI portfolio returned 14.2% and
GARS assets increased by $8.8 million. The ISBI portfolio continued
to perform well during the first three months of calendar year 2021,
returning 2.6% for the quarter, resulting in a return of 17.2% for the
first 9 months of fiscal year 2021. Consequently, as of March 31,
2021, the value of ISBI’s total portfolio was approximately $23.1
billion. ISBI will be able to provide the GARS portion of the portfolio
on March 31, 2021, in September.

