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About Us 

 
• Dedicated to growth and management of farmers 

markets throughout our state, serving the needs and 
interests of managers, farmers, vendors and customers 
 

• Mission is to provide educational support for farmers 
market organizers, farmers, vendors and other 
community food and nutrition organizations through 
partnerships, resource-sharing, and training on best 
management practices, operating procedures, and 
state regulations through workshops, webinars, and 
various social marketing venues. 
 



What We Do 

• Bring markets together to share information 
and resources 

• Provide cost saving benefits 

• Provide services to promote markets, 
increasing customer traffic and farmers sales 
and profitability 

• Advocate on behalf of farmers markets 

• Educate and inform 

 



Helping markets fulfill their triple 
bottom line 

• Serving farmers with marketing opportunities 

• Serving consumers with access to fresh, 
nutritious local foods 

• Serving host communities with programs and 
services that make the market an economic, 
social, and nutritional benefit to the 
community 

 



IFMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



Corey Chatman,  President  

 
LINK Up Illinois Program Manager, The 
Experimental Station     

Corey Chatman is a program manager at the 
Experimental Station, a not-for-profit incubator  
of innovative cultural projects and small-scale  
enterprises.  The Experimental Station runs the  
61st Street Farmers Market, processes LINK  
transactions at 15 City of Chicago Farmers  
Markets, and administers the LINK Up Illinois  
Program.  Corey manages both the LINK  
Transactions  for the city markets and the LINK Up 
Illinois  programs.  In 2011 he served as the  
interim manger for the 61st Street winter farmers  
market.  He currently serves on the board of  
directors of the newly formed Illinois Farmers  
Market Association.  Corey is also a project  
partner on Lt. Governors Simons Illinois EBT  
Wireless Project. 

 



Sylvia Smith, Vice-President 

 
PhD, CHE, Assistant Professor and Coordinating 
Counselor, Animal Science, Food & Nutrition Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale 

Dr. Sylvia Smith is a faculty member in the  
Department of Animal Science, Food and Nutrition at  
Southern Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC). She  
teaches foodservice management classes at SIUC. 
Sylvia has over twenty years of restaurant industry  
experience. Her research interests focus on local and 
sustainable food systems. Sylvia is published in 
academic journals and serves as a reviewer for the  
Journal of Childhood Obesity, the Journal of 
Hospitality Marketing & Management, Tourism  
Management, International Journal for Hospitality  
Management, and Journal of Quality Assurance.  In  
addition, Sylvia is a member to: National Restaurant  
Association, American Culinary Federation,  
Foodservice Educators Learning Community, and  
Farmers Market Coalition.  

 



Laura Erickson, Treasurer 
 

Chicago Botanic Garden-  
Green Youth Farm program 
 

Laura Erickson is the Market Coordinator  

for the Green Youth Farm, a youth  

development farm program of the Chicago  

Botanic Garden. She teaches underserved  

high school students how to grow, market,  

and cook with fresh fruits and vegetables.  

She also manages the harvest, distribution,  

and sales of the program. She currently serves  

As the Treasurer of the Illinois Farmers Market  

Association and participates in the Illinois  

Farmers Market Task Force. Before working for  

the Chicago Botanic Garden, Laura apprenticed  

on organic farms in California and Georgia. She  

has a Bachelor’s degree in Business Management  

from Bradley University 



Lindsey Engelsman, Secretary 

 
 

  
 
Marketing and Special Events Coordinator,  
Re:New DeKalb  Farmers Market 
 

The DeKalb Farmers’ Market is a 20 vendor  
market that has been serving the  
community for 17 years.  This year Lindsey  
looks forward to implementing the EBT  
Wireless program at the DeKalb Farmers’  
Market.  She currently serves as the  
Secretary for the Illinois Farmers Market  
Association. Lindsey earned her Bachelor’s  
degree in Marketing from Northern Illinois  
University.  She enjoys giving back to  her  
community by serving on the DeKalb  
Education Foundation Board, and  
volunteering at the historic Egyptian  
Theatre in downtown DeKalb.  
 



Roxanne Junge 
 

Glenview Farmers Market Manager   
Co-Chair, IFMA 2013 Conference &  Co-Chair, 
Illinois Farmers Market Task Force   
 

Roxanne has managed the Glenview Farmer  

Market, which takes place at Historic Wagner  

Farm, since 2007.  In this period the average  

market attendance has grown from 250 people to  

1600 in 2012.  She spearheaded the  

implementation of Link access at the Glenview  

market in 2011, including Double Value, paid for  

entirely with local grants.  She is Co-Chair of the 2013 

Illinois Farmers Market Conference and was 

appointed to the IL Farmers  Market Task Force in 

2011, where she serves as Co-Chair. 

Background:  Bachelors in Elementary Education;  

Volunteer coordinator for the Glenview New Church  

(past); musician; active in conservation; married t 

Mark  Junge (pronounced phonetically - YOUNG-EE - with  

accent on the first syllable), with 4 grown children,  

expecting their first grandchild this summer. 
 



Keith Johnson 
 
Woodstock Farmers Market 
 Vendor and Market Manager 
 

Keith has been a vendor and board member of  
the Woodstock Farmers Market for 21 years and  
when they became a corporation in 2004, he was  
hired as the first official market manager.   Keith  
and his wife Nancy have been raising vegetables  
for farmers markets since 1988.  He was a  
founding member and general manager for the  
CROPP Cooperative (Organic Valley)  in Wisconsin  
before moving to Woodstock in 1991.  He is a  
certified elementary teacher and has taught in  
North Dakota, and Illinois. Keith’s passion has  
always been music and he is a founding member  
of Off Square Music in Woodstock.   They  
organize concerts, open mics, help with  
fundraisers, and of course provide the music for  
the Woodstock Farmers Market. 
  
 



Deborah Cavanaugh Grant  

 
 

Local Food Systems and Small Farms 
Educator ,  University of Illinois Extension 
 

Deborah provides educational programs and  
materials in sustainable local food production,  
marketing and delivery; organic and Integrated  
Pest Management plant protection systems, and  
small farms. With more than 25 years of  
experience working in sustainable local food  
systems, Deborah brings a wealth of experience  
at the local, state, regional and national levels.  
She is currently involved in several local food and  
small farm organizations, including the Central  
Illinois Sustainable Farming Network, Illinois  
Farmers Market Network, Illinois Organic  
Growers Association, Illinois Stewardship  
Alliance, Slow Food Springfield, Springfield Area  
Local Food Task Force and the USDA Advisory  
Committee for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers. 
 



Pat Stieren, Executive Director 

Executive Director for the Illinois 
Farmers Market Association 
Pat has over 30 years experience in State Public  
Administration, of which 16 of those years she  
served as the Senior Public Administrator for the  
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for  
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) and  
overseeing the WIC and Senior Farmers Market  
Nutrition Programs.  Pat’s accomplishments  
include driving policy and programmatic  
activities, creating successful marketing and  
communication projects, and organizing training  
and educational opportunities.  Pat has a passion  
for creating better systems for local farmers to  
better reach consumers.   Recently named  
Chairman of the Illinois Farmer’s Market Task Force, 
Pat is committed to create  more uniform, 
streamlined, and less burdensome statewide  
regulations affecting farmers markets. 

 



http://ilfarmersmarkets.org/ 
 



Welcome to IFMA! 

 

Help us as we grow 
and build  

the Farmers Market  

Community in Illinois!  

 

 
 

 



Sign up for a Committee! 

• Website Development 

• On Line Training Manual 

• Education and Training 

• Marketing  and Outreach 

 

Contact Pat Stieren for more details 

217-522-4274  pstieren31@comcast.net 





Contact for more Information 

Pat Stieren, Executive Director   

IL Farmers Market Association 

Phone: 217/522-4274 

Email: pstieren31@comcast.net 

 

http://ilfarmersmarkets.org 
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