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2009 EAB Trapping Strategy

The Illinois
Department of
Agriculture has
once again
commenced
deployment of
the purple traps
used to help
officials deter-
mine if the Em-
erald Ash Borer
is present in a
given area. This
time the concentrated effort is a 50 mile buffer
zone along the state’s northwestern, and central-
western borders and including the entire south-
central counties of the state; as shown by the
white shaded counties on the map to the right.

The traps use Manuka oil as an attractant to
lure the beetle to it if EAB is already in the area.
The surface of the trap is coated with a sticky ma-
terial which causes the EAB to adhere to it. It is
important to note that the traps will not bring EAB
into an area; they will simply lure the bug to the
trap if EAB is already present.

Approximately 5,000 traps are being placed
mostly outside last year’s trapping area. And
while IDA’s trapping concentration will miss a
significant portion of an area that was not trapped
last year, the Department has reached out to
those communities for a cooperative effort to as-
sist IDA in deploying the EAB traps. The request
thus far has been well received. Additionally, IDA
will be sending letters to all 120 lllinois Park Dis-
tricts within the state for the same type of assis-
tance.

The traps will be hung early this spring before
the anticipated mass emergence of EAB; flight
season is from May through August.. Then in
July, IDA staff will check the traps and record lo-
cation data of all municipality/park assisted traps.
The traps will be removed systematically by IDA

officials after the flight season is complete and the traps will be examined for the presence of EAB.
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EAB STATUS REPORT for weekending April 11, 2009:

IDA staff members began the placement of purple “sticky”
traps in far southern lllinois on April 6. IDA and USDA-
APHIS staff members will be visiting over 10,000 grid areas
(1.5 x 1.5 mile squares) throughout southern and western
lllinois to place 11t x 2 ft prism-shaped purple “sticky” traps
in ash trees to assist in the detection of EAB infestations. The
traps will be baited with an EAB attractant. Traps will remain
deployed until about Labor Day when they will be retrieved
and analyzed. During the first week of deployment, IDA staff
visited 454 grid areas and placed 256 traps. Staff members
encountered 198 grid areas without acceptable trap sites. A

map depicting the status of the 2009 trapping program after
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the first week of trap deployment follows:

www.lllinoisEAB.com activity — During the week, the EAB
section of the Department’s website was visited 1,122
fimes.

EAB quarantine compliance agreements — The Department
issued 11 new compliance agreements during the week.
The total number of current compliance agreements is

now 985.

State Firewood Importer Certification — The regulations creat-
ing the program were authorized by Senate Bill 550 (PA
95-0309) and became on January 1, 2009. During the
week, the Department issued O certificates bringing the
total issued year-to-date to 20. Listings of certified enti-
ties will soon be available via our website at
www.lllinoisEAB.com.
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Please forward and share:



Celebrate Arbor Day and plant a variety of foliage in your com-
munity. Arbor Day is April 25 and the lllinois Department of Agri-
culture encourages planting a diversity of trees for community

canopies to avoid landscape devastation from invasive pests.

The best long-term defense against catastrophic tree loss is to
use several species in our landscapes, selecting varieties that have
proven their tough and tenacious growth in urban and suburban
environments. “Trees are an important component of our commu-
nity landscape both environmen-
tally and aesthetically. It is vital

that every community have a healthy variety of trees within their landscape to help withstand

the arrival of new invasive species. Emerald ash borer (EAB), which affects all species of the

ash (Fraxinus) family, is today’s crisis but with growing international trade we can expect

other invasive insect species to attack our urban forests,” says Mark Cinnamon, IDA’s nurs-

ery inspection program manager.

For more information regarding Arbor Day celebration ideas and planting trees in memory

of someone, visit: www.arborday.org

lllinois is broken down to three planting zones. A list of trees that are best to plant in your

zone, is available on our website at www.lllinoisEAB.com

If you suspect EAB, please contact your city forester or local arborist or take digital
photographs of the tree and the symptoms it is expressing and email them with
contact info to: AGR.EAB@Illinois.gov
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