Constantino, Mike

From: Anne Cooper [ACoaper @ Polsinelli.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 1:57 PM
To: Constantino, Mike
Cc: Kara Friedman; 'Micki Hancock' R E c E IV E D
Subject: Quad Cities Kidney Center, Rock Island (Proj. No. 10-055)
Attachments: Quad Cities Support Letters (03-01-2011).pdfo.pdf MAR 0 1 2011
Mike HEALTH FACILITIES &
' SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

Attached please find support letters submitted on behalf of Quad Cities Kidney Center - Rock Island.

Anne

Pols Lu:lh
ugh art. polsinelli.com
Anne M. Cooper 161 N. Clark Street
Attorney Suite 4200

Chicago, IL 60601

tel: 312.873.3606

acooper@polsinelli.com fax: 312.873.2957
Add ma to your adiress Book...

ol
&
0 please consider the environment before printing this emait.

This electronic mail message contains CONFIDENTIAL information which is {(a) ATTORNEY -
CLIENT PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION, WORK PRODUCT, PROPRIETARY IN NATURE, OR
OTHERWISE PROTECTED BY LAW FROM DISCLOSURE, and (b) intended only for the use of the
Addressee(s) named herein. If you are not an Addressee, or the person responsible for delivering this
to an Addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this message is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic mail message in error, please reply to the sender and
take the steps necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Unless expressly stated otherwise, any U.S. federal tax advice
contained in this e-mail, including attachments, is not intended or written by Polsinelli Shughart PC to
be used, and any such tax advice cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be
imposed by the Internal Revenue Service.
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February 28§, 2011

Mr. Dale Galassic

Chair

Tlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson Street, 2nd Floor

Springfield, Tllinoiz 62761

Re!  Letter of Support for Quad Cities Kidney Center Rock Island,
LLC, Project No. 10-055

Dear Mr, Galassie:

T am writing on. behalf of Quad Cities Nephrology Associates, LLC, PLC in
support of Quad Cities Kidney Center Rock Island’s proposal to add six dialysis
stations to its existing dialysis facility. This project is needed to expand access to life
sustaining dialysis services to the elderly population of Rock Island, many of whom
lack of access to transportation.

The average age of dialysis patient’s is ¢lose to 70 and in Rock Island county
the population above 65 years is 16 % higher than the remaining state of Illinois.
Chronic Kidney Disease is four times higher in Afro-Americans and three times
higher in Hispanic population. According to 2010 U.S. Census Bureay, released
recently, shows the Afro-American population increased 15% and the Hispanic
population increased 34% in the whole of Rock Island County. In Rock Island, the
city where Quad Cities Kidney Center-Rock Island is located, the Hispanic population
has inereased to 72% and in Milan, a city which is adjacent to Rock Island, has
increased 49%. This clearly shows the End Stage Renal Disease patient population
who come to the Quad Cities Kidney Center-Rock Island are elderly,
socioeconomically poor and need transportation help for their dialysis treatments.

Access issues are particularly challenging for residents of nursing homes.
Residents are reliant upon friends and family, the nursing home, and third party
transportation providers (medicar) to transport them to and from theit medical
appointments. Importantly, dialysis is scheduled three days per weck (Monday,
Wednesday, Fridey, or Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday) in four hour shifts, Nursing
homes and third party transportation providers almost exclusively transport patients
Monday through Friday from 9:00 am. to $:00 p.m. Residents must schedule their
dialysis when transportation is available, which means the second shift on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday is the only viable option. Currently, there is a waiting list for
the second shift of dialysis on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Accordingly,
additional stations are needed to accommodate current demand.
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Furthermore, many residents rely on assistive devices such as canes and
walkers and have vision problems so they arc faced with additional safety hazards
when amiving and departing the facility in the dark, While some of these hazards
carmot be avoided in the winter, patients and the staff who transport and assist them
are safer when coming and going from the facility during daylight hours,

Quad Cities Kidney Center is the sole provider of outpatient hemodialysis
services in Rock Island County, It continually strives to plan it operations around the
needs of its patients to provide the best management of their disease. Ongoing kidney
dialysis treatment is grueling and can often involve, pain, cramps and other symptoms
associated with low blood pressure and other co-morbidities. If dialysis is not easily
accessible to patients, they may frequently miss appointments or forego dialysis
altogether, which could lead to their demise. Therefore, additional stations are
necegsary to ensure dialysis i5 accessible to the residents of Rock Island, particularly
the elderly. '

This will not impact the other dialysis facilities of Quad Cities Kidney Center's
(same organization) in Moline, Illinois or Silvis, Ilinois and does not require
significant cost.

We, the Quad Cities Nephrology Associates, LLC, PLC support the proposed
expansion of Quad Cities Kidney Center Rock Island and respectfully request the
Health Facilities and Services Review Board approve Project No. 10-055.

Sincerely,

V.R. Alla, M. D. '
Manages
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March 1, 2011

Mr. Dale Galassie

Chair

1llinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson Street, 2™ Floor

Springfield, Illinois 62761

Re: Letter of Support for Quad Cities Kidney Center Rock
Island, LL.C, Project No. 10-055

Dear Mr. Galassie:

I am a social worker for Quad Cities Kidney Center Rock Island
and ] am writing in support of the proposal to add six dialysis statious to
its existing dialysis facility. This project is needed to expand access to life
sustaining dialysis services to the clderly population of Rock Island, many
of whom lack access to transportation.

The majority of the ESRD patients are elderly and nursing home
residents, and access issues are particularly challenging. The elderly and
nursing home residents are reliant upon friends and family, the nursing
home, and third party transportation providers (medicar) to transport themn
to and from their medical appointments. Importantly, dialysis is scheduled
three days per week (Monday, Wednesday, Friday, or Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday) in four hour shifls. Nursing homes and third party
transportation providers almost exclusively transport patients Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Residents must schedule theix
dialtysis when transportation is available, which means the second shift on
Mondey, Wednesday, and Friday is the only viable option. Cumently,
there is a waiting list for the second shift of dialysis on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Accordingty, additional stations arc needed to
accommodate current demand.

Furthermore, many elderly and nursing home residents rely on
assistive devices such as canes and walkers and have vision problems so
they are faced with additional safety hazards when arriving and departing
the facility in the dark. While some of these hazards cannot be avoided in
the winter, patients and the staff who transport and assist them are safer
when coming and going from the facility during daylight hours.
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Quad Cities Kidney Center is the only provider of outpatient hemodialysis ‘

in Rock Island County. We continually strive to plan our operations

around the needs of our patients to provide the best management of their

disease. Ongoing kidney dialysis treatment is grueling and can often

involve pain, cramps and other symptoms associated with, Jow blood

pressure and other co-morbidities. If dialysis is not easily accessible to
| patients, they may frequently miss appointments or forcgo dialysis

altogether, which could lead to their demise. Therefore, additional |

stations are nccessary to ensure dialysis is accessible to the residents of

Rock Island, particularly the elderly.

‘ Since this will not impact our other dialysis facilities of Quad Cities
Kidney Center in Moline or Silvis, does not require significant cost, I
. support the proposed expansion of Quad Cities Kidney Centcr Rock Island
| and respectfully request the Health Facilities and Services Review Board

' approve Project No. 10-055.

Sincerely,

e, Uk, o 80
Linda Clark, MSW LSW
Nephrology Social Worker
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February 28, 2011

Mr. Dale Galassie

Chair

IMinois Health Facilities and Services Review
Board

525 West Jefferson Street, 2™ Floor
Springfield, Hlinois 62761

Re: Letter of Support for Quad Cities Kidney Center Rock Island, LLC, Project No, 10-
055

Dear Mr. Galassie:

1 am writing on behalf of Heartland Health Care Center of Moline in Support of Quad
Cities Kidney Center Rock Island’s proposal 1o add six dialysis stations to its facility.
The additional dialysis stations will assist with services to the senior population in Rock
Island that don’t have transportation.

Residents in nursing homes are reliant upon family, friends and third party transportation
providers to transport them to their medical appointments. Dialysis is scheduled three
daysfweek in four hour shifts. Nursing home patients are primarily scheduled for dialysis
on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays between 9am and Spm Nursing home patients must
schedule dialysis when transportation is available. There is currently a waiting list for
second shift dialysis on Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays,

The Quad Cities Kidney Center is the only provider of outpatient dialysis in Rock [sland
County. The need for additional stations is necessary to provide life sustaining services
to the ¢lderly population of our compunity.

Heartland Health Care of Moline supports the proposed expansion of the Quad Cities
Kidney ¢enter Rock Island.

Sincerely,

Ann Sieprawski
Admissions Director
Heartland Health Care

An HCR Manot Cate Company
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