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November 23, 2014

Mr. Mike Constantino

llinois Health Facilities and Services Board
525 W. Jefferson St., 2nd Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

4043

Dear Mr. Constantino,

I am writing to oppose the move proposed by St Elizabeth’s Hospital in Belleville, illinois. A recent News-
Democrat article (November 9, 2014 St. E’s Plan is About Wants, Not Needs) a map drawing its information
from the 2010 Census and the lllinois Department of Public Health clearly illustrates that the proposed
move, while possibly improving St Elizabeth’s “payor base,” would in fact leave Southern lliinois un-
derserved.

St Elizabeth’s plan is to move their facility within 2 miles of a brand new facility being built by Memorial
Hospital, whose plan did not depend upon abandoning the population they have served, but rather ex-
panding, while at the same time re-investing in their west Belleville campus which is actually not much
older than the St Elizabeth’s campus which they intend to write off as irreparable.

The proposed move would not only duplicate services, it would also create a disproportionate burden on
Memorial Hospital who would be the only service provider for uninsured in the area.

I urge you and the lllinois Health and Services Board to closely examine this application and decide for
yourself if granting permission for this move wouldn’t in face duplicate services while creating a health care
void in Southern Hliinois.

Sincerely yours,

/

Rick Ortiz
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Mr. Mike Constantino

Supervisor, Project Review Section ] R E @ E H VE

lllinois Health Facilities and Services Board
525 W. Jefferson St., 2nd Floor DEC 0 1 2014

Springfield, IL 62761
HEALTH FACILITIES &

SERVICES REVIEW BOARD
Dear Review Board: November 19, 2014

Please don't accept St. Elizabeth’s Certificate of Need to move their hospital to 0’fallon. So many people will be affected
negatively with this proposed move especially the most needy of people; the poor. The poor people are who this
hospital made a solemn vow to always assist. | just can’t believe that the Catholic Diocese could be in favor of
abandoning the poor to find richer pockets! Please tell me this isn’t true!l?

What about the Cottages of Cathedral that are being built as we speak? These elderly people sold their homes and
belongings to move to this new development so that they would be close to their church AND hospital. Plain and simple,
there is no NEED for another hospital at that proposed location in O’fallon, there is however a great NEED to keep them
here in Belleville. Please take a moment and look at the real need of that area and look at what will become of the area
they’re abandoning. It's shameful!

Also, there is plenty of room for improvement in the current location. The city of Belleville has been very clear in stating
that they will assist in any way possible to help St. E’s demolish and rebuild if needed.

Lastly, on a personal note; St. E’s has always been our family’s hospital. All of my six siblings including their children and
even my own were born there. It truly holds a very special place in our hearts and we are so saddened by their proposed
flee. :

Sincerely,

Kari L. Tutza

Project # 14-043
Kari L. Tutza

530 S. 20" St.
Bellevitle, IL 62226
(618) 334-3821
karitutza @ gmail.com

Cc: Courtney Avery
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