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Re: Project #14-066 Reallocation of beds to establish a 12-bed comprehensive
physical rehabilitation unit at MacNeal Hospital

Dear Ms. Avery

The Illinois Health Facilities and Serv1ces Review Board (IHFSRB) w111 con51der

- MacNeal Hospital’s application to establish a comprehensive physical
rehabilitation unit by reallocation of 12 beds from Westlake Hospital to
MacNeal Hospital during the March 10, 2015 meeting. Due to my legislative
calendar, I am unable to appear in person and request that thlS letter be
included in the official record.

As State Representative of the 24th District, I am strongly committed to
expanding access to health care in the communities I serve, including the large
Latino population in my district. MacNeal is the most convenient hospital
option for my constituents. It is centrally located and easily accessible by
public transportation and a fully-bilingual hospital. The 2010 census
indicated that Berwyn’s population was 59% Latino. With a patient population
that is nearly 40% Latino, MacNeal’s physicians and caregivers are very
sensitive to the language and cultural needs of the Latino community.

The establishment of a rehabilitation facility at MacNeal will be of great benefit
to my constituents who rely on MacNeal to provide care for their loved ones
that is bilingual, close to home, and easily accessible. It will also enable
MacNeal and its physicians to provide a greater cont1nu1ty of care for patients
who w111 need 1npat1ent rehab111tat10n

I know that Tenet is committed both to respecting‘ the agency’s intention not to
increase beds, and reallocating its current beds is best meet the needs of the
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communities it serves. This reallocation of beds does not ultimately change the
number of beds within Tenet’s Illinois Hospital system. I believe that the
timeline detailed in the Project #14-066 proposal is critical to a smooth, cost-
efficient transition which will be of benefit to all of the communities involved.
To date, I have not been approached by any opposition to the proposal.

Considering all factors, I strongly support the planning objectives of Project
#14-066 and request the Board support the proposal. Thank you for your time
and consideration.

\

“Lisa” Hernandez < )
State Representative, 24t District

Sincerely,




