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Mrs. Courtney R Avery, Administrator aRTE T D

iL Heaith Facilities & Service Review Board
525 West Jackson, 3 Floor
Springfield IL 62761

Dear Ms. Avery:
RE: Opposition to CON 18-042 Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy IL

As a Director for Denman Services and an employee of Blessing Health System, | oppose CON
18-042.

The proposed CON is a duplication of services. Opening an additional surgery center will come at
a cost far greater than possible new business generated. The current surgery center owned by
Blessing and managed/operated by Quincy Medical Group is not near capacity. An additional
surgery center will take business from the existing center.

Loss of revenue puts Blessing Health Systems' ability to provide services to the under insured {and
none insured) community members at risk. For example, many services, such as behavioral
health, are not reimbursed at a level covering costs. Other facilities offering mental health services
in our region have closed. Duplicating services by building another surgery center puts our
community is at risk of losing the services Blessing provides as part of its mission.

Blessing currently provides a $62 Million community benefit, which includes $6 Million in charity
care. Blessing is important to the Quincy region, as 100% of the profits are reinvested to benefit
our community. The long-term impact of duplicating surgery center services puts this community
benefit at risk.

| have personally witnessed Blessing assisting our Denman customers by paying for medical
equipment or supplies needed when there is no other payer source. This proactive approach helps
save healthcare dollars in the long run. Without profits to re-invest in equipment/technology and
back into our community, countless individuals could go unserved.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Review Board deny CON application 18-042
requested by Quincy Medical Group, as it will be detrimental to our Quincy community by
duplicating existing services. The current surgery center's capacity is so low, duplicating those
services will have a long-term negative impact on our community.

Sincerely,

Judy Hays
B402 Homan Falls Drive
Quincy IL 62305
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January 30, 2019

Mirs. Laurie A Laaker

Office Coordinator, Blessing Cancer Center
Blessing Health System

1005 Broadway E
Quincy, IL 62301

‘Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Guincy, IHinols i
Dear Ms. Avery: o ' [

| am the Office Coordinator of the infusion Center in the Blessing Cancer Center. 1 have been with the
Blessing Health System for 32 years in various roles. | was born and raised here in Quincy and will be a
life long resident of this community.

I am opposed to the Quincy Medical Group Certificate of Need for an cutpatient surgery center. My family
and t have received services at the Blessing Surgery Center, located at the Quincy Medital Group campus.
We received quality care in a timely fashion with good outcomes. | do not believe there needs to he a
duplication of these services in Quincy. | am concerned about the loss of jobs due to this project, in an
already struggling community. | work with our cancer patients that rely on the safety net and community
benefit programs and services. Without the benefit of these services, many of our patients’ needs will
not be met. 1tis my hope that Blessing and Quincy Medical Group can continue to work together to bring
service expansion, cost reduction, and quality care to our community in a collaborative effort. Duplication
of services, loss of jobs, and loss of revenue that provides free & specialized commuinity services is not the
answer. It creates an even bigger problem for the residents of Quincy.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny the CON application for the
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Illinois, Thank you for your considerationl|

Sincerely,

Laurie A Laaker




REGEIVED
oo FEB 7 2019

HESUT L CACKITIZE &
SR 0S8 ReVIEl! BOARD
Mg, Courtney R. Avery
Administrator
Ilinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition ta CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, llinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

1 am Leah Brice and | am a Blessing Hospital Pharmacy Technician. | have worked at Blessing Hospital for
15 years. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, iL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11 and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
maney generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue
generated from & non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the cammunity. The money will leave the community and will
aespecially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be |ost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

1 respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration.

Aon 0. Do

Lesh A. Brice CPhT
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ivis, Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

Illinois Health Facilities and Service Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 279 Floor

Springfield, 11 62761
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Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, IL'

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Sue Fansler, i am a LPN at Blessing Health System, and | have been employed at Blessing

Health System for forty two years.

| oppose this request regarding QMG request for a Surgery Center in Quincy, IL.

This request in my eyes is not needed in Quincy, IL. It is a duplication of services for Quincy, IL. | feel this
will increase cost on health care. It will decrease jobs at Blessing Hospital, it will cause a ripple effect on
the different job roles at Blessing Hospital. Blessing gives back to the community with dollars, this wiil

be effected in a negative impact, if the proposal goes through for QMG.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042

{Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center).

Thank you for your consideration

Rez;g

Sue Fansler
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Ms. Courtney R, Avery SERACEE LU
Administrator

linois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center, lllinois.
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Andrew Griesbaum, and | am a Recrulter with Blessing Health System. This project cancerns
me from a couple different angles, and | am opposing the above referenced project.

The first reason § object to the CON submitted by QMG is because | don't feel our community can
support two separate surgery centers. Not only do | hear that the current surgery center is not
operating at capacity, but the Quincy area is having difficulty finding skilled workers to staff the current
medical facilities in town. We are finding it increasingly difficult to attract the talent needed, and based
off data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics this is not going to change for quite some time. If anything
farce Blessing Health System, and Quincy Medical Group to find common ground on a cooperation that
wouid benefit the community.

The second reason | cbject to the CON submitted by QMG is because of the amount of financial support
that Blessing provides to the community and surrounding areas. The way | understand is that if the CON
gets approved this will negatively affect the financial support that Blessing is able to provide. A family
member of mine was fortunate enough to directly experience this support when her spouse passed
away. She and her family incurred a significate amount of medical expenses while her husband was in
the hospital fighting cancer, and they were under insured. | encouraged her to apply for Blessing’s
financial assistance program. She was approved, and all medical expenses were taken care of. This was
a huge burden lifted following the loss of her spouse. This is just one occurrence. Blessing does this for
many more uninsured, and underinsured households in the community. Anything that would take away
fram this | will oppose.

I respectfully ask that the Mealth Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON for the Quincy Medical
Group Surgery Center (CON application 18-042}, Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

G AN

Andrew Griesbaum

e Tt
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Ms, Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

tlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Crystal Neff and | am a Clinical Instructor for Blessing School of Radiologic Technology
in Quincy, Minois. ! am contacting you to let you know | strongly oppose the proposal of a new surgery
center serving our area. We already have a surgery center serving the community owned by Blessing
Hospital and managed by Quincy Medical Group. Normally, | believe that competition is good because it
keeps market pricing low. Unfortunately, in this case | don't think that is what this new center would do
for our community. | believe it would send money that is currently being used towards the community by
Blessing out of the area. Blessing is a non-profit organization that keeps funds locaily. This new center
would be 40% owned by z for-profit company in another state.

Another concern | have is that | don't believe the two entities have tried hard enough to work
together on the existing surgical venture. If we need a new surgery center as a community then how come
the existing surgery center is not operating at maximum capacity? If cost is causing people to go elsewhere
then the two groups (MG and Blessing) should first be asked to see what can be done to lower costs and
keep people locally.

| respectfully ask that before a new surgery center is approved in our community, the two groups
would be sent back to the tabie to try to work out a deal in their existing venture that would better serve
the community for years to come. Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

(ugoead A0l R.T. (9L, BA

Crystal Neff R.T. (R) (CT), BA

Clinical Instructor

Blessing School of Radiologic Technology
Blessing Hospital

217-223-8400 Ext. 6160

Crvstal Nefft@blessinghealthsystem.org
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery, Administrator

Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2% Floor

Springfieid, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Steve Felde. Iam alifelong Illinois resident, a 36-year resident of Quincy and a 28-
year member of the Blessing Hospital stalf. The purpose of this letter is to state my opposition
to the above-refercnced CON project. :

I believe in competition. However, 1 know that competition does not, in all cases, deliver the
desired results of lower costs and higher quality for the consumer. In the case of the
establishment of a for-profit outpatient surgery center in Quincy, that would compete with the
existing non-profit center, it would drain resources from Blessing Hospital that are needed to
detiver Safety Net services that our community desperately needs. These services include
inpatient care and trauma care. Only Blessing Hospital provides those services in a2 100-mile
radius.

In addition, establishment of a second surgery center would be an unnecessary duplication of
services, as Blessing Hospital and Quincy Medical Group have parmered for morc than a decade
in the operation of a successful, ron-profit oulpatient surgery center in Quincy.

I very much would like to see, with the urging of the members of the Illinois Health Facilities
and Services Planning Board, Quincy Medical Group and Blessing continue to work together to
refine the operation of the current center to enhance service the community. Quincy and the
region Blessing and Quincy Medical Group serve is too small to successfully sustain two
outpatient surgery centers, Something would have to give and ! fear it would be the Safety Net.

1 respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application
18-042, Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

oot ol

Steve Felde
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Ms. Courtney R Avery aELifle.w o i et

Administrator

llinois Health Facilities'and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, (L 62761

RE: Opposition to CON 18-042 Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center Quincy, IL
Dear Ms. Avery:

i am 2 lifelong resident of Quincy and a long-term employee of Blessing Health System. | am strongly
opposed to the CON for QMG Surgery Center. The current Surgery Center meets our community’s needs
very well. My famlily has used this facility many times in recent years and have consistently received
prompt, excellent care. There has never been a delay in scheduling a procedure or unavailable
appointment times. Blessing Health System is vital ta the future of this community. Please do not allow
anything that could potentially weaken that position.

As-a mother and grandmother,  have complete confidence in the care provided by Blessing Hospita! and
have. trusted my families care to them many times. | want this organization to remain strong in this
community for many generations to come.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny the CON application 18- 042
for Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you.

Sincerely,

P Khphst

Mrs. Pamela Shepherd
1300 Columbine
Quincy, IL 62305
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Ms, Courtney R. Avery
Administrator
{llinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
25 West Jeffarson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Surgery Center in Quincy, llinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Rosalba McCoy and | am a Registered Nurse at Blessing Hospital. My family and |
have been recipients of the great care that Blessing Hospital provides and are so thankful for everything
that they da for gur community. Recently, my mother-in-law was hospitalized and we had the
oppartunity to once again take notice of the great care that Blessing Haspital provides. Blessing Hospital
nat only made sure that my mother-in-law-was well taken care of but the staff also made sure that my
family was well informed which put us at ease during those tough few days.

As a concerned community member, | fail to see the benefit of an additional surgery center. The
duplication of service is not of benefit to our community and therefore, | urge the board to strongly
consider the impact of this certificate of need (CON). Please consider how it would be a positive to our
community, and review if there truly is a need for service duplication that could potentially négative!y
impact Blessing Hospital's revenue which is utilized for Safety Net services such as charity care to thase
in need in our community. In QMG's CON, they also mentioned a partnership with Unity Point of lowa,
with lllinois’ current financial state, | struggle with the concept of having our community doliars go to
fowa’s economy instead of our local ecanomy, Furthermore, | personally would not feel comfortahle
with my loved one having a procedure at a surgery center at 2 mall over a location close to or within the
hospital walls in case of an emergency.

i respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny the Quincy Medical
Group Surgery Center certificate of need. Thank you for your consideration and | hope that our
community’'s best interest is at the center of the board's decision.

Respectfully,
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery .
Administrator
illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 Wast lefferson, 2 Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Hlinols
Dear Ms. Avery:

[ am writing in opposition to CON 18-042. 1 am a current employee at Blessing Health System, and | urge
the board to recognize that the duplication of services pravided at the proposed QMG surgery center Is
not needed in our community. This would have a negative impact because reducing Blessing’s revenue in
turn reduces the much needed assistance Blessing provides to gur community.,

QG denies that 40% of the revenue of the proposed QMG surgery center will go to UnityPoint in lowa,
and yet the CON states that UnityPoint owns 40% of QMG. The CON does not specify how revenue would
be distributed among the owners of the organization, and | expect that UnityPoint is entitled to take their
portion of the prafits. We need to support our community by keeping the revenue here at Blessing, where
it can benefit our community, Blessing is very generous and truly cares about our community — dufing the
last fiscal year Blessing invested nearly $63 million in community benefit needs. Taking revenue away from
Blessing means taking much needed benefits away from the members of the community.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

A

Megan Bridgefan

e
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

lliinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2 Fioar

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Hlinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

t am Joni Stockhecke and 1 am a Blessing Hospital Certified Pharmacy Technician. | have worked at Blessing
Hospital for over 15 years. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, 1L

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11 and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will
gspecially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding ancther surgery center. This wilf lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

Erespectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sinterely

Jomi*Stockhecke, CPHT
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

itlinois Health Facilities and Services Réview Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, llinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Nila Catron and | work for Blessing Hospital in Quincy, IL. As an employee of Blessing Hospital,
| wanted {o relay my opposition to CON 18-042,

Below are my reasons for opposing CON 18-042:

1L

| feel that this would be a duplication of services to the people of the greater Quincy community.
Blessing Health System acquired the current surgery center from QMG more than 10 years ago.
In my experience in warking with the hospital’s surgery system, ] have seen cooperation between
Blessing employees and the QMG leadership that manages that surgery center.

The current surgery center is not even running at full capacity, so | do not see a nead for an
additional outpatient surgery center in this area.

Much of the revenue that is generated from gutpatient surgery at Blessing is used to help support
Safety Net services that Blessing Health System provides to the region. If QMG is allowed to open
their own surgery center, that would take much the money that provides much reeded charity
care to aur region.

As a not for profit organization, Blessing provides financial support for medical education to the
following organizations: Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing & Health Sciences and the SIU Family
Medicine Residency Program. The loss of outpatient surgery revenue would cut funds to those
organizations.

QMG's partner, Unity Point, owns 40% of QMG, and is based in lowa. Potentially, part of the
income from the proposed surgery center would ieave the state of lllinois.

Blessing could see 3 possible loss of up to 400 jobs if QMG is allowed to open the surgery center.
Lastly, the overall Quincy community deserves to see QMG and Blessing to continue cooperating
in the delivery of medical care. Both have successfully cooperated in the operation of both the
existing surgery center on the OMG campus, as well as a cancer center that is on the Blessing
tampus.

In ¢closing, | respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-
042. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Aihoosd Catso

Nila G. Catron
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Ms, Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

llinois Heaith Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, I{ 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, (liinois

Dear Ms. Avery;

I'am John McDowell, Administrative Director of Psychiatric Services at Blessing Hospital, with
administrative oversight of three inpatient behavioral health units, T am a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker, and have worked in Quincy, with social services and behavioral health for over
15 years

This CON threatens the continued viability of behavioral health services in Quincy. It
hits the most profitable arcas of health care services - while leaving non profitable service line,
like behavioral health without offsetting financial support. Blessing would need to find $25
million in cost cuts, and behavioral health will certainly be among the services most at risk.

I must gppose this CON apptication.

Inpatient Behavioral Health services in Quincy have been in existence for over 50 years.
These services are provided to patients of the community and surrounding areas. Behavioral
Health services are mission driven, and rely on profitable entities of the organization to be
sustainable. Blessing Hospital recognizes the lifcline these services represent for the patients we
serve. Proof of this commitment is the investment by Blessing in two levels of inpatient care,
opened in 2015 as part of the Moorman Pavilion expansion. This addition, at a cost of $75
million, designated haif of the finished space to inpatient Behavioral Health units. Blessing made
this investment at a time when many hospitals were closing their behaviora! health units.

As I began my career as a community mental health case worker. Many times in that role, ]
relicd on the ER and psychiatric units to provide care to the paticnts 1 served. Most of our
patients have needs greater than can be met by our community resources and are admitted when
severe behavioral health symptoms exist.

In an effort to minimize the duplication of scrvices in our community, and preserve our
ability to provide behavioral heaith services, I respectfully urge the Review Board to deny this
CON application.

Res;:ﬁ:!ly, =
o i ;

John McDowell MSW, LCSW

e VIS BOARD
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Ms. Courtney R, Avery
Administrator
Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, 1L 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllingis
Dear Ms. Avery:

l'am Suzi Hancox CPHT and | am a Blessing Hospital Pharmacy Tech. | have worked at Blessing Hospital for
over 31 years. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, IL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11" and Hamgpshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excelient service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly, Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will
especially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration,

Sincerely
Suzi Hancox CPHT

| 5“‘2/“ HC‘mw% CPHT
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January 25, 2019

Ms. Courtney R. Avery,

Administrator

lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Fioor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Hlinois
Dear Ms. Avery:
My name is Joe Moya and | am a resident of Quincy, lllinois. t strenuously OPPOSE 3 new surgery center
by Quincy Medical Group. The Quincy Medical Group has not shown a compelling need for this surgery
center, and the loss of Blessing jobs (the area’s largest emplayer) along with the probable decrease in

Blessing’s charity health care, would be devastating for our community.

{ respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 for a
Quiincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfuliy,

Joe Moya
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery
Administrator
Iinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lilinols
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Janice Voepel and | work in the Patient Financial Services Department of the Blessing Health
System. | would like to begin by stating that QMG is a wonderful clinic, with wonderful Doctors and
employees. Both my hushand and | see several Physicians at QMG and are very happy with the treatment
received. That being said, | would like to state my opposition to the QMG outpatient surgery center
proposal.

An additional surgery center in the city of Quincy would create a duplication of services. The current
Blessing Surgery Center is not operating at full capacity and to open another surgery canter would result
in a loss of jobs for the Blessing Health System. | also have grave cancerns regarding the partnership with
Unity Point due to the potential risk of profits from this new surgery center leaving the Quincy area. In
addition, the Biessing Health System provides a wide variety of programs and services to the surrounding
community which will net be possible with the l0ss of revenue generated by the current Blessing surgery
center, The city of Quincy and the surrounding community would be best served by a collaboration with
QMG of which Blessing is wholly in favor.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny the CON application for the
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

ﬁaﬁv;.z ’\/oﬁad

Janice Voepel

a
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January 24, 2019 FEB 07 2019
Ms. Courtney R. Avery, Administrat HEALT FACILITIES &
S T SERVICES REVIE' BOARD

lfiinois Heatth Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, (llincis
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Chaka Jordan, and | am the Vice President of Marketing and Planning for the
Blessing Health System. As Vice President of Marketing and Planning, my job includes analyzing
the community’s demographic data including the population, socioeconomic, and utilization
data for planning purposes. For this reason, | am writing to express my opposition to CON 18-
042.

The population of Quincy and surrounding area is expected to remain flat over the next five
years, with a slight decline (0.6%) expected. The unique thing about the population of Quincy
alone is that it has remained flat for the past several decades, going back to 1940. The fact that
there is no anticipated growth of the population of this region, and the demographic is older
than the national population is troublesome for QMG’s case of anticipated growth for their
praposed surgery center. The same physicians will be performing the same procedures as they
always have performed, so | am unclear on where they anticipate the growth coming from.

Furthermore, my knowledge of the socioeconomic demographic of the region has me further
concerned regarding the risk to eroding Blessing Health System’s revenue from the existing
surgery center, which is used to reinvest in the communities we serve. While the
unemployment rate of Adams County is low at less than 4%, economic chalienges still face
members of our community, A report published by lllinois Kids Count outlined statistics as it
relates to the poverty experienced by children in our community including:

« The child poverty rate in Adams County rose from 12 percent in 1999 to 21 percent in 2015. It
rose from 14 percent statewide to 21 percent.

« Nine percent of children in Adams County were in deep poverty -- below 50 percent of the
federal poverty level -- in 2012 compared to less than 5 percent in 1999,

» Adjusted for inflation, the median family income in Adams County dropped 4 percent,
compared to 11 percent statewide.

¢ in 2013, 26 percent of households with children in Adams County received Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program benefits, compared to 21 percent statewide

* In the 2012 tax year, 5,400 households in Adams County, or 18 percent of income tax filers,
qualified for the earned income tax credit. :

¢ Medicaid and related program enrollment increased 41 percent between 2005 and 2013.




The safety net and community benefit services that Blessing is able to offer the community is
tremendous to the well-being of the residents of our area. A risk in a significant reduction of
this, would be detrimental to the community.

furthermore, | am impressed and appreciative that Blessing offers Psychiatry and Trauma
services to a community of this size. Coming from a rural area in North Carolina with a similar
sized hospital in my hometown, Behavioral Health and Trauma services were not available from
our local hospital. Individuals who needed such services would have to travel to larger
metropolitan areas to receive the care which meant oftentimes, the convenience of have family
nearby to visit was not a possibility. The residents of our communities are able to stay close to
hame to receive needed services, which aids in their loved ones recovery.

The proposed QMG surgery center is a duplicative service that is not justified due to no
anticipated growth in our region. For this reason, | respectfully ask the the Health Facilities and
Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042, the proposed Quincy Medical Group
Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Chaka G. Jordan
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SERVICES REVIEH BCARD
Ms. Courtney R. Avery '

Administrator

lillinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinals

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Alison Burkhardt and | am both a patient and employee of Blessing Health System. |

am strongly opposed to the Quincy Medical Group CON 18-042. | oppose the CON for the
following reasons: '

Damage to the Safety Net and Community Benefit programs and services: Much of the
revenue Blessing generates from outpatient surgery is used to fulfill its not-for-profit mission of
providing Safety Net services to the region. These Safety Net services include behavioral health
care and trauma care. The Institute of Medicine defines the health care safety net as those
providers who organize and deliver a significant level of health care and other related services
to uninsured, Medicaid, and other vulnerable populations. The heatth care safety net Is vital to
the health of our communities and Blessing is the only provider in the region who offers these
critical services. insurance reimbursement does not provide adequate support for the delivery
of inpatient behavioral medicine and trauma care. Opening a second surgery center would
result in a loss to the current surgery center of nearly 12,000 cases and revenue of $25-$41
million. A significant portion of that revenue is needed by the community to keep Safety Net
services operational

Additionally, as a non-profit healthcare provider, Blessing provides financial support to the
education of hea'thcare professionals (Blessing-Riemon Coliege of Nursing 8 Health Stlences
and the SIU Family Medicine Residency Program, an award-winning program that provides
spectalty training to new family physicians); and charity care to those in need of healthcare,
regardless of their ability to pay. While these are not Safety Net services, these are Important
community benefit investments, programs that cannot sustain themselves financially and rely
on Blessing’s support. The loss of outpatient surgery revenue threatens these and other
community benefit programs.

UnityPaint, Quincy Medical Group’s Des Moines, lowa-based business partner, would be a 40
percent owner of the proposed surgery center, Therefore, a portion of the profits from the
proposed center will feave the Quiney area,
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I respectfully ask that t he Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-
042 and encourage existing health facilities to work together. Thank you for yaur consideration.

Respectiully,

A

Alison Burkhardt
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

Hiiinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, illinois
Dear Ms, Avery:

Hello, my name is Stephanie Agnew. | work for Blessing Health System as a
Registration/Scheduling Specialist in the Surgery Department. 1do all of the scheduling for Blessing
Health System, QMG Surgery Center, and Gl center both inpatient and outpatient. This CON 18-042
QMG proposal would be a duplication of services that are already provided as a team between
QMG/Blessing Health System as we already offer outpatient surgery on the QMG campus. QMG had
previously owned the outpatient surgery center and Blessing Health System bought it to assist them
with services. Blessing owns the service and QMG manages the center. It has been a successful
arrangement for more than a decade now and if they open this new business Blessing Health System
would have no role in the proposed project. We do not have a big enough nead to have a secand
outpatient surgery center in place. Also, much of the revenue that Blessing Health System receives from
the outpatient surgery is used for not for profit mission providing safety net services to the local region.
Opening the second surgery center would result in the loss of the current surgery center, around 12000
cases and up to 541 million dollars, in which we need to keep the safety net services operational. it
wou'd also need to be concerned with the total job loss that would create if it is chosen to open this
second outpatient surgery center. 8lessing Health System could lose approximately 400 jobs- 12% of the
employee body through the loss of its significant portion of the outpatient surgery business. The
community deserves cooperation between QMG and Blessing Health System. The key to thisis to
continue cooperation between QMG/Blessing Health System in the delivery of key services being that’s
what would be in the best interest of the communities. It has been a very successful cooperation with
the current Surgery center and Cancer center. Blessing Health System wants to continue working with
QMG, not to be put in a position to work against them in improving the health of our communities.

{ am concerned that this will greatly affect my job and many others within the
Surgery/Outpatient Surgery facilities if they go through with the Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center.
If this project goes through, that will eliminate a great deal of my daily tasks at my job by taking away
the need for me to schedule the Qutpatient surgeries for the patients, as | do the scheduling for Blessing
Health System inpatient and outpatient surgeries, QMG Surgery Center outpatient surgeries and the Gl
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center patients. | work very closely with the Surgeons/Nurses of QMG and Blessing Health System and |
think that we work quite well together and accommodate to their needs the best of our abilities. They
are being untruthful in their need of another facility due to hours and accommodations for the
SUrgeons.

i respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny the Quincy Medical
Group Surgery Ceater. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Stephanie Agnew
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January 24, 2019 , FEB 67 2019

Ms. Courtney R, Avery

Administrator

lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
526 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

lam Jessica Wilson LPN, assistant instructor in the Educational services department for Blessing Hospital.
I have worked for the blessing health system for 7 years, in several capacities, under different umbrelias
of the organization. | am also a Quincy resident and taxpayer. | am opposed to the above-mentioned
surgery center CON for the following reasons. Significant probability of foss of stable, higher paying
employment; loss of financial gain for the communities of Quincy and the surrounding areas; and critical
loss of community health care for other services.

Just four short years ago, ! was admitted to the hospital in severe pain. Spending 2 days in our facility
treated for pancreatitis. A bad diabetic, | needed a lot of care at the time, and after care. Iracked up
thousands of dollars in medical bills, and tests. Blessing hospital stepped in. Even though | had insurance
and gainful employment, | could not afford to pay the bilis on my own. Blessing Hospital wiped out my
bill, and gave me additional help afterwards. They currently offer free diabetic medications through my
insurance. | am proud to say | am managing my diabetes, and taking my medication just prescribed.
Blessing did that for me. It cemented my commitment to the organization, and my career at Blessing. | am
just one person with one story. Blessing has opened up opportunities for me that | could never imagine. |
love coming to work and being a part of our society. Blessing does this for thousands of people in different
capacities.

Our patients will suffer if we have to reevaluate our ability to offer mental health facilities, and services.
Underinsured and uninsured will have a harder time trying to get approval for help with medical bills.
Blessing gave an upwards of 60 million dollars kack to the community which included wiping out medical
hills for patients just like me.

Blessing corporation has projected a loss of 400 jobs, and a loss of at least 25 million dollars in revenue.
Biessing is the largest employer in this area; our organization provides empltoyment to family, friends, and
neighbors around Quincy. With the projected loss in the Quincy area, we will only cause residents 1o look
elsewhere for employment. Talented members of our community, who pay taxes, volunteer at local
organizations, spending the money they earn buying hack into our community. Those left will see more
store closings, higher taxes, unneeded stress at work due to lack of needed coworkers that the heaith
system cannot afford to hire. ‘

fMs. Avery, 1 am just one person. | moved to this community to work for Blessing. | wanted to be the
person, who loves hee community, who gets to raise three beautiful children here, who pays her taxes on




a new home, working and living in Quincy. | could not send you a generic letter. | looked down into my
soul to write you this letter. | wanted you to see something from a real patient, a real community member,
and a real employee. | want you to know that my employment in this community matters to me. | also
care about my coworkers. With our current economy, we need to leave money in Quincy. Not send 40
percent to a billion dollar company in lowa.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board Deny CON application 18-042 by
the name of Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration. .

Warmest regards,

sica K. Wilson, LPN



