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October 22, 2015

Dear Mr. Constantino,

I 'am writing in opposition to the proposal by Northwestern Medicine to remove reasonable access mental health
patient hospitalization services for DeKalb County residents by relocation to Central DuPage County Hospital in the

~ Chicago suburb’ of Winfield. This change would unnecessarily restrict access to mental health hospitalization by

~ creating a great distance to hospital care from DeKalb County, when DeKalb County is a heavnly populated area

needing these services locally available.

When Kishwaukee Hospital was built, a better in-patient behavioral health care was a significant community need

and was requested by the area populace. The community was given a m|n|maIIy staffed six-bed unit, which was
“then closed after three years The closure, granted by the State Health Review Board, was allowed over objections

at the time from numerous health care providers, law enforcement and other.concerned residents of the County.

A number of problems"are created by the 'attempt to serve DeKalb County residents' mental heaIth needs outside
DeKalb County, including that the great: d|stance from the communlty exacerbates a patlent 3 cond|t|on that has

caused the crisis belng treated:

1. Using a far off hospltal removes patlents from care by the|r attendmg physuuan and psychlatnst theraplsts N
- clergy and family members. :

2. Family, loved ones, and other supportive individuals are forced to travel long distances to visit the patient.

3. Heavy traffic, during visiting hours, deters visitation by rnembers of a patient's support network.

4. The patient becomes isolated from his or her Support network. Not keeping the support network intact is not -
‘conducive to recovery, and could even prolong the time they are hospitalized, thereby adding to the treatment

v expense contrary to the outcome |ntended by the Health FaC|I|ty Planning Review’s purpose. -

5. Th|s treatment model does not present a healthy solutlon nor does it engender posrtlve outcome for the'
patients, families and others in-the patlent 3 Support network :
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* While | am in favor of the affiliation wnth Northwestern it needs to be.a good ﬂt for all stakehoIders I.must
therefore express my opposition to the proposed transfer plan of trying to serve DeKalb County residents in need

" of behavioral health services at the very distant Central DuPage Hospital. | am supportlve of returning behavioral
health inpatient care facilities to DeKalb County to meet this need in an effectwe manner for our substantial

County population, as soon as possHoIe

Smcerely Yours,

Mark Vicary
- Mayor, City of Genoa
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