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               P R O C E E D I N G S
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I'm going to call the
meeting to order.  Good morning.
       Can we have a roll call for the Board?
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Here.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Here.
       MR. ROATE:  Mr. Johnson's absent.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, sir.
       MR. ROATE:  Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Present.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Here.
       MR. ROATE:  Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Here.
       MR. ROATE:  Six in attendance, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That's a quorum.
       All right.  Can I have a motion from the
Board to go into closed session --
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  -- pursuant to
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Section -- I hear you --
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yeah.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  -- pursuant to
Sections 2(c)(1), 2(c)(5), 2(c)(11), and 2(c)(21)
of the Open Meetings Act?
       We have a motion.  Is there a second?
       MEMBER HEMME:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  All in favor,
aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We estimate it will be
about 20 minutes.  So we do need the room because
we're going into executive session.
       (At 9:05 a.m. the Board adjourned into
executive session.  Open session proceedings
resumed at 9:25 a.m. as follows:)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  We're back in
session.
       Next item is compliance issues and
settlement arrangements and final orders.
       Ms. Mitchell.
       MS. MITCHELL:  May I have a motion to
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approve the amendment to consent agreement in
HFSRB 18-01, Foxpoint Dialysis, and, given the
vacancy of the Board Chair, permit the Board
administrator signatory authority on the
amendment?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any discussion?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do we have to have a
roll call on this?
       MS. MITCHELL:  No.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       All in favor say aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Abstentions?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Can we have a motion to approve the agenda
for this meeting?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
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       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We have an argument.
       (Laughter.)
       MS. MITCHELL:  A disagreement.
       MS. AVERY:  A disagreement, a debate.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Before we approve
the agenda, we need a motion to move the items for
State Board consideration -- first of all, permit
renewal requests and exemption requests -- to move
that before the public participation --
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  -- session.
       Is there a second?
       MEMBER HEMME:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Discussion?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All in favor, aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MS. AVERY:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  So do we need to approve
the agenda as amended?
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       MS. AVERY:  No.  You're okay.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       All right.  We have October 30th, 2018,
meeting transcripts.  Is there a motion to approve
those?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  I heard a
motion.  Was there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Discussion?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All in favor, aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Now let's go
back and have a motion to approve the agenda as
amended.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER HEMME:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All in favor?
       (Ayes heard.)
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CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
                - - -
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       MS. MITCHELL:  Next up we're going to have
a kidney disease training session, so I'm going to
ask the Board members and staff if we can sit in
these seats here where the public participants
usually get up and speak, these two tables here.
If we can sit there for the presentation, that
would be great.
       The presentation will probably take about
45 minutes, I think.
       45 minutes.
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       DR. AHYA:  Well, good morning, everyone.
       I wanted to thank, first off, Megan Craig,
the director of programs for the National Kidney
Foundation of Illinois, for passing along this
invitation from Ms. Mitchell and the Board to talk
about options for kidney replacement therapy and
specifically dialysis.
       The goals of the next 45 minutes will be
to review end stage renal disease statistics, to
review the basics of dialysis modalities and
specifically peritoneal dialysis and hemodialysis,
choice of dialysis modality, specifically factors
that go into patients' and providers' decision to
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choose one modality over another, and then
in-center versus home hemodialysis.  We'll briefly
review the process of each and how they're similar
or different and then the pros and cons of each.
       So let's start off with some basic
statistics.
       In 2016 there were over 120,000 incidents
or new end stage kidney disease patients, and of
these patients 87 percent started dialysis with
hemodialysis.  Of these, 98 percent of patients
started with in-center hemodialysis, whereas
2 percent used in-home hemodialysis, and then
roughly 10 percent began home peritoneal dialysis.
       Here are some statistics for the state of
Illinois in comparison to other networks within
the United States.  The print is quite small but
pretty consistent with the previous slide in terms
of the number of patients that began dialysis,
predominantly with in-center hemodialysis and far
fewer patients with in-home hemodialysis, and then
roughly 11 to 12 percent of patients began
dialysis in the state of Illinois with peritoneal
dialysis.
       In the United States currently -- or in
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2016 -- there are over 700,000 patients with
end stage kidney disease.  That's roughly
.2 percent of the population.  It accounts for
roughly 1 1/2 percent of the Medicare population,
and the number of cases of end stage kidney
disease is anticipated to increase annually by
about 20,000.
       In 2016 63 percent of all ESRD patients
were receiving hemodialysis, and of these patients
98 percent were receiving in-center hemodialysis
whereas 2 percent were using home hemodialysis.
7 percent were treated with home peritoneal
dialysis, and roughly 30 percent had a functioning
kidney transplant.
       And, again, you can see the statistics for
the state of Illinois relative to the other
networks within the United States, which are quite
similar to the national statistics.
       Here, you can see the graph of the trends
in the number of prevalent ESRD cases by modality.
And what we see -- the dotted lines are an
increase annually, since 1980, of patients with
end stage kidney disease in the United States.
The blue line below is the number of patients with
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hemodialysis -- on hemodialysis is also
increasing.  And then following, after that, are
patients who have received a transplant, which is
also increasing, and then the light yellow
line below are the number of patients on
peritoneal dialysis.
       This is a graph of the trends and the
number of prevalent ESRD cases using home dialysis
by type of therapy from 1996 to 2016 in the
United States, and you can also see here, from
about 2008, the number of patients choosing home
hemodialysis is increasing.  The number for
peritoneal dialysis is increasing at a slightly
different and higher rate than patients choosing
home hemodialysis.
       So what is dialysis?  Dialysis is a form
of kidney replacement therapy.  It is a lifesaving
treatment that removes wastes and extra fluid from
a person's blood.
       And as I mentioned, there are two types of
dialysis.  There's peritoneal dialysis and then
there's home dialysis -- excuse me --
hemodialysis.  We'll start off first with
peritoneal dialysis.
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       Peritoneal dialysis is a home dialysis
modality.  It's usually done every day, either
several times throughout the day -- that's
continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis or
CAPD -- or it's done nightly, using a machine or
cycler, and we call that automated peritoneal
dialysis or APD.  A patient and nephrologist can
determine a prescription, a dialysis prescription,
that meets the patient's needs and lifestyle.
       So as I mentioned, PD is a home dialysis
modality.  It utilizes a soft plastic tube.  As
you can see here in the cartoon, that's inserted
into the peritoneum via surgery.  It can either be
done by a surgeon laparoscopically or it can be
done by a radiologist or it can be done by a
nephrologist.
       The catheter is placed in the peritoneum,
and the inside lining of the patient's peritoneal
cavity is used as a natural filter to remove
waste.  So patients put in -- dialysis fluid into
the abdominal cavity to cleanse the blood.  The
dwell time -- that's the amount of time that the
dialysis fluid sits in the abdominal cavity --
allows the dialysis fluid to remove waste from the
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body, and then the used fluid drains into a bag
and is thrown away, as you can see here.
       So for continuous ambulatory PD or CAPD,
the patient manually fills the dialysis fluid via
catheter into the peritoneum.  It dwells in the
abdominal cavity for several hours -- it could be
anywhere from two to six hours -- and then the
patient manually drains dialysis fluid that's full
of waste.
       And the exchanges can be done anywhere
from three --
       MS. AVERY:  Can you try a different mic?
We're going to get that one taken care of.  Sorry.
       DR. AHYA:  No problem.
       MS. AVERY:  Hopefully, it will stretch.
       Thank you.
       DR. AHYA:  And so the patient can do the
peritoneal dialysis exchanges anywhere from three
to four or more times throughout the 24-hour day.
       Now, automated peritoneal dialysis uses a
cycler machine, as I mentioned.  So, here, you can
see a cartoon of automated PD.  The patient
connects to the cycler machine at home before
bedtime typically.  The machine automatically
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cycles exchanges while the patient sleeps.  It
typically lasts about 8 to 10 hours.  Sometimes
it's a little bit shorter, sometimes it's a little
bit longer, again depending on the patient's
needs.  And then when the patient is ready to
start their day, the patient can self-disconnect
from the dialysis machine and go about their
business.
       So the advantages of PD are several.  It
can be performed in the comfort of one's own home.
It can be tailored according to the patient's
daily schedule.  It's bloodless.  For many people
PD can offer a better quality of life.  That
includes work, travel, time for leisure
activities.
       With home PD there is a decrease in travel
costs.  Instead of traveling to a center
three times a week or more, typically PD patients
go to a clinic for a visit once a month.  Patients
have a better understanding and self-monitoring of
their own health on home peritoneal dialysis.
       PD may be better in certain conditions,
such as heart failure, liver failure, or other
conditions in which patients may have low blood
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pressure which would make tolerating hemodialysis
more difficult.
       Typically patients on peritoneal dialysis
have fewer food and fluid restrictions, and
there's some discussion that being on PD may
actually help to preserve residual kidney
function.
       So the disadvantages of home PD are that
patients have to have a home, and that is a very
real barrier for patients.  In most instances,
unlike in-center hemodialysis, patients must do
the peritoneal dialysis every day with either
modality, both the CAPD or the automated PD.
       For some patients having a catheter that
stays in the peritoneum is a disadvantage, so
that's something that needs to be taken into
consideration.  There's also a risk for infection
of the peritoneum, called peritonitis, something
that's easily treated but, nonetheless, may be a
potential disadvantage to patients.  Rarely, over
time, some patients with -- some patients on PD
can develop scarring of the peritoneum, and that
can lead to not being able to do PD.
       In some patients on PD, protein levels can
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also decline.  In others, patients may notice
weight gain from the dialysis fluid that contains
sugar as a way of pulling waste out of the body,
and then some patients may also develop hernias
from having PD fluid in their abdominal cavity.
       Now let's switch to talk about
hemodialysis.  Hemodialysis requires the use of a
hemodialysis machine and a special filter to
remove wastes from the blood.  On the left you can
see a cartoon of the dialysis machine and a
patient's arm that has a dialysis access.
       On the right you see a cartoon of the
circuit that's used to pull blood from the
patient's body, through a pump -- or via a pump --
through a filter which removes waste, and then the
cleansed blood is then returned back to the
patient.
       Hemodialysis requires the use of one of
the following common accesses:  On the left is a
cartoon of an arteriovenous fistula; in the middle
is a cartoon of an arteriovenous graft.  These are
the two preferred forms of long-term hemodialysis
access for patients.  They have the lowest risk
for bloodstream infections.  The cartoon on the
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right is one of a catheter, which is the
least-preferred form of long-term hemodialysis
access for patients.
       The surgeon can create the fistula in the
graft, and the catheter can be placed by a
nephrologist, can be placed by a radiologist, or
it can be placed by a surgeon.  But, again, the
preferred forms of access for long-term
hemodialysis are a fistula or a graft.
       Now, in-center hemodialysis takes place in
a hospital or a traditional dialysis center
setting.  Typically most patients on in-center
hemodialysis have a prescription where they come
to the clinic three times a week for treatments
that are about four hours or more in duration, and
depending on several factors, the nephrologist may
prescribe more frequent treatments.
       The advantages of in-center hemodialysis
are that you don't have any equipment in the home.
Second, the in-center hemodialysis is monitored by
hemodialysis-trained technicians and nurses, and
hemodialysis centers may be located in or near a
medical center or hospital, allowing for quick
transfer to a hospital or physician appointment or
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a nurse appointment if needed.  And then the other
advantage is that patients have the other
four days of the week free of dialysis.
       Some of the disadvantages of in-center
hemodialysis are that patients have to leave their
home rain or shine, sleet or snow, three days a
week for their treatment, and for that reason it
can be very tiring.  The treatment itself can make
patients very tired.
       In addition, there are transportation
costs.  As I mentioned, it's time-consuming.  If
patients have a vacation or trip planned, they
have to plan well in advance to find a dialysis
unit that's close to where they're traveling to,
and, with that, depending upon where they're
going, there may be additional charges for the
treatment.
       So patients on in-center hemodialysis very
frequently are on diet and fluid restrictions that
are recommended, and the common side effects for
hemodialysis -- in-center hemodialysis patients,
in addition to feeling tired, is low blood
pressure, which may also be followed by nausea or
dizziness.
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       Now I want to talk about the other home
dialysis modality, and that's home hemodialysis.
It works the same as in-center hemodialysis.
Patients may use a smaller dialysis machine and
filter to clean the waste from the blood.  Here,
you see a cartoon of a patient with one of the
smaller dialysis machines here doing it in her
home.
       So home hemodialysis takes place in the
home, and it's usually done anywhere from three to
six times a week.  And depending on several
factors, a physician may prescribe more or less
frequent treatment.
       So home hemodialysis started in the
United States in 1964.  In 1973 Medicare started
to cover the cost of dialysis, and at that time
40 percent of patients received hemodialysis at
home.  Thereafter, after Medicare started covering
the cost of dialysis, more hemodialysis centers
opened and the number of patients on home dialysis
modalities started to decline.  Since 2008 CMS
requires kidney replacement therapy options
education to include home dialysis modalities, PD
and home hemodialysis.
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       There are differences in schedules for
home hemodialysis for patients.  It's tailored to
a patient's physical needs, medical needs, as well
as their schedules.  There are typically three
different types of schedules.  One is a
conventional schedule for home hemodialysis, which
is similar to that of in-center hemodialysis in
which patients do the dialysis at home but it's
three days a week for roughly four or more hours
per treatment.
       The other schedule is short daily home
hemodialysis in which patients dialyze at home
anywhere from five to seven times a week.
Typically the treatments in this schedule are
shorter than for the conventional schedule, so
it's about two to three hours per treatment.
       The third type of home hemodialysis
schedule is nocturnal home hemodialysis, in which
the dialysis is done while the patient's sleeping.
So the treatments are longer and they're slower,
and there are one of two schedules for nocturnal
hemodialysis.  One is that it can be done
six nights a week, or it can be done every other
night, and, again, per the nephrologist and -- the
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nephrologist's prescription of the patient's
needs.
       So the advantages of home hemodialysis are
similar to that of peritoneal dialysis.  There's
more flexibility of the patient's schedule.
Again, it's done in the comfort and privacy of the
patient's home.  It allows patients to have more
autonomy because they're doing it themselves.
Again, it saves patients on transportation costs.
Instead of going into a treatment center three
times a week, they're staying home to do it.  And
for home hemodialysis, again similar to PD, there
may be more freedom with diet, especially if the
home hemodialysis is prescribed more than three
times a week.
       Generally, home hemodialysis offers more
hemodialysis per week than in-center hemodialysis,
thus there are benefits.  Frequently patients on
home hemodialysis require less medications to
control blood pressure and anemia.  Again,
patients may require less medication to control
high phosphorous levels.
       Frequently home hemodialysis patients have
improved blood pressure control, nerve damage, and
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symptoms of restless leg syndrome, and patients
often feel better during the hemodialysis and less
fatigue after hemodialysis compared to patients on
in-center hemodialysis.
       Home hemodialysis patients have less
restrictions on food and fluid intake because,
again, they're getting the dialysis more
frequently, and they frequently have more energy
for daily activities.  They often report better
sleep quality, and studies have shown that they
have fewer and shorter hospital stays.  Studies
have also shown that they live longer.
       But there are disadvantages to home
hemodialysis that need to be considered carefully.
Patients have to be able to insert and remove
needles into their own fistula or graft.  There
needs to be space in the home for the hemodialysis
machine, supplies, the hemodialysis chair.  They
have to be able to overcome fears of cleaning and
maintaining the hemodialysis machine, and they
have to learn how to do hemodialysis at home,
which can be, frankly, overwhelming.  The training
typically takes six weeks or longer, with a
schedule of three- to five-hour training sessions
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per week.
       Most home hemodialysis programs require a
care partner to learn and monitor -- to learn how
to do the home hemodialysis and to monitor their
treatments at home.  And patients may need to
modify plumbing and wiring at home to accommodate
home hemo.
       Patients might also observe an increase in
electric, gas, or water bills as a consequence of
doing hemodialysis at home, and travel from their
locations may also require more preparation.  If
they can't drive with all of their equipment, then
setting up hemodialysis at the location of their
travel destination is something that they would
need to investigate.
       If they are able to travel with their
dialysis machine and equipment, they would have to
ensure that they have appropriate plumbing and
hookups to be able to do it at their destination.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Pardon me.  Does that
mean that they're not -- home and in-center are
not interchangeable?
       DR. AHYA:  So the -- so for the patients
that are on home hemodialysis, if they -- if
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they're going to a destination where they can't
travel with their machine and their equipment,
then they would have to temporarily transition to
in-center, exactly right.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Thank you.
       DR. AHYA:  Exactly.
       Also, patients on home hemodialysis don't
have the social interaction that comes with
dialyzing at a center, and that is a component
that should not be underestimated.  In-center
patients actually do enjoy meeting and connecting
with other patients or staff members, and
frequently it can be a major -- major point of
connection and interaction for patients in the
course of a week.
       Also, home hemodialysis can be very
fatiguing for care partners.  So even if a patient
has a care partner, someone who's willing to do
it, it can be fatiguing to do it over the long
term.
       So what does the home hemodialysis
training entail?
       Well, home hemodialysis training begins
once the access -- the fistula or the graft --
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ideally is ready for use.  As I mentioned, it
typically takes six weeks or longer.  In some
instances, if patients and their care partners are
quick to learn and have more time to spend on
learning, it could be shorter than that.
       It entails setting up the dialysis machine
and equipment at home.  It entails learning how to
insert and remove the needles from the access.  It
entails determining how much fluid needs to be
removed during each dialysis treatment.  That's
something that a nurse or technician would be able
to do in-center for each treatment.
       Home hemo training includes learning how
to maintain and disinfect the dialysis machine,
learning how to maintain and disinfect the water
system.  It means learning how to monitor and
troubleshoot medical and equipment problems.  It
means how to order and store supplies for
hemodialysis and then learning how to monitor
blood pressure and heart rate during treatments as
well as weight.
       So the role of the care partner is
critical.  Most programs require that a patient
have a care partner in order to proceed with home
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hemodialysis, and the care partner essentially
learns much of what the patient learns to do for
him- or herself.
       That includes inserting and removing
needles from the fistula or graft.  It means
administering medications during the treatment.
It means monitoring blood pressure and heart rate
throughout the dialysis treatment.  It means
knowing how to call for help if it's needed, if
the blood pressure drops, if the patient has
symptoms of chest pain, shortness of breath,
light-headedness, dizziness, and, thus, the care
partner may experience stress or burnout and sleep
loss, in which an in-center hemodialysis center is
important to provide the patient -- provide the
caregiver, rather -- respite.
       Sometimes patients can hire a technician
or a nurse, but it's important to know that
Medicare does not pay for this.  Medicare Part B
will only pay for visits by a trained hospital or
Dialysis Care Center to check on equipment, to
help in an emergency, or to assess the home
dialysis process.
       So what are some of the reasons for low
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home hemodialysis use?
       Well, there was a rapid increase in the
number of hemodialysis centers after Medicare
started to take care of the cost for hemodialysis,
and that's one reason for the decline and low home
hemodialysis use, but there are also an increasing
number of elderly or ill patients with ESRD for
whom home hemodialysis may not be necessarily
simple.
       Next, there's a concern that patients
should not dialyze without direct supervision, and
that's something that can be overcome for the
right patient.  Other reasons for low home hemo
use are options education, which don't emphasize
home dialysis modalities.  Another is that some
programs and training programs for nephrologists
may not emphasize training for home modalities,
and, thus, some nephrologists may not feel
comfortable recommending them.
       There are also patient self-care treatment
concerns.  Again, patients are essentially doing a
hemodialysis treatment in their own home that
would be equivalent to what's being done
in-center.  As I mentioned, there is a loss of
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social aspects with in-center hemodialysis that
may be something that patients are not willing to
give up.
       A little bit about insurance coverage and
costs:  Medicare does not cover fistula surgery or
other surgery services to prepare for dialysis
before Medicare coverage begins unless the patient
is already on Medicare due to age or disability,
in which case the cost of the fistula or the graft
surgery is covered.
       Medicare coverage, as most of you already
know, can begin the first month of maintenance
dialysis if the patient meets both of the
following conditions:  The patient participates in
a home dialysis training program offered by a
Medicare-approved training facility during the
first three months in the regular course of
dialysis and a physician anticipates the patient
will complete home training to do their own
treatments.
       Now, if the patient is eligible for
Medicare because of end stage kidney disease,
coverage doesn't start until the fourth month of
dialysis.  This is called the waiting period.
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Thus an alternate health insurance will be the
sole payer of dialysis for the first three months.
       The first three months on dialysis is
followed by a coordination period of 30 months'
duration in which the non-Medicare insurance pays
for the treatment.  Medicare may pay some of the
costs -- just called coordination of benefits --
during which the alternate insurer pays first and
Medicare pays second.  After the first 30 months,
Medicare will pay first for all Medicare services
and the alternate health insurance must pay for
services not covered by Medicare.
       So these are a list of the services that
are not covered by Medicare.  As I mentioned,
Medicare won't pay for dialysis aides to help with
home hemodialysis.  They won't pay for any lost
pay to patient or caregiver during the home
training.
       They won't pay for a place to stay during
treatment.  For example, if the patient lives
many miles away from the training center.  And
Medicare won't pay for blood products for home
dialysis unless they're part of a doctor's
service.
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       So Medicare Part B covers training for
home dialysis only by a facility certified for
dialysis training.  The training sessions occur at
the same time a patient gets dialysis treatment
and are limited to a maximum number of sessions.
The dialysis facility is responsible for providing
all home-related equipment and supplies.  Medicare
makes a single payment per dialysis treatment to
the dialysis facility for all dialysis-related
services, including equipment and supplies.
       And what does Medicaid -- Medicare,
rather -- actually pay for?  It pays for
80 percent of the cost of home hemodialysis and
training.  The other 20 percent can be paid by
alternate payment sources, such as private
insurance, Medicare supplemental insurance, also
Medigap insurance, some managed care
organizations, Medicaid, Veterans Administration,
and the Indian Health Service.
       Now, what happens if home plumbing or
wiring changes are needed?  Well, that's something
that the alternate insurance may cover.  That's
not something that Medicare would.  And then
monthly electric, gas, and water bills for the
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patient may also increase.
       So this is what's actually covered by
Medicare:  So the inpatient dialysis treatments
are covered by Part A, and Part B covers
outpatient treatments, outpatient physician
services, home dialysis training, home dialysis
equipment and supplies, certain home support
services, such as a water treatment system, basic
recliner, alcohol wipes, sterile drapes, rubber
gloves, and scissors.  Most -- they also pay for
certain home support services, most drug -- most
drugs for home and in-center dialysis as well as
lab tests.
       All right.  So patients may face high
out-of-pocket costs.  A dialysis social worker is
critical to educate patients on dialysis costs and
financial assistance options, and here are some of
them.  There may be more.
       For mortgage bill assistance, I put in the
website for Illinois Hardest Hit.  For electric
bill assistance, ComEd can provide some
assistance, and then there are specific
State-assistance programs throughout.  I've listed
the one in Illinois for food stamps and cash
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assistance.
       And then the American Kidney Fund offers
three different types of programs that patients
may benefit from.  One is the Health Insurance
Premium Program, in which patients can apply to
have the premiums for Medicare or Medigap
commercial or COBRA health insurance paid for.
Patients who apply for this must use Medicaid or
State kidney programs first.  The patients
that are eligible to apply for this must have a
monthly income of less than $600 and savings of
less than $7,000.
       The American Kidney Fund also offers a
safety net program that patients can apply for.
The safety net program offers small grants to help
pay for transportation to dialysis, medication
copays, nutrition supplements, and emergency
assistance.  And, here, patients have to
demonstrate that they have savings of less than
$1,000.  And the American Kidney Fund also has a
donated medication program that patients can also
apply for.
       Medicare recommends the following programs
to save on medications:  Patients can go to the
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Medicare website for State pharmaceutical
assistance programs.  The social security website
also offers information on how prescription costs
can be defrayed.  There is the Partnership for
Prescription Assistance, Needy Meds, and RxAssist,
as well.
       So what are some of the questions that
patients ask themselves to figure out whether home
hemodialysis is a good fit?
       First is, are you willing to be
responsible for your own treatment?  Is there a
care partner who's willing to undergo training and
to be available for every treatment?  What will be
the effects of home hemodialysis on your job?
Will your employer offer time off to train for
home hemodialysis?
       If you leave your job, what's the duration
of your insurance?  Is it possible to get other
health insurance?  Without it, obviously,
hemodialysis can be quite costly.
       How will doing hemodialysis at home affect
individual and family member dynamics?  And
pursuing home hemodialysis may require changing
physicians and centers since not every center
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offers home hemodialysis.
       What's the duration for training for home
hemo?  What's the training schedule?  Can your
care partner take time away from work and other
tasks to do the training?  Is there space in your
home to install a dialysis machine?  Is there
space in your home to store equipment and
supplies?
       What are the rules about disposal of
medical waste in your area?  How much will
insurance pay for home training and supplies?
What are other out-of-pocket costs that need to be
paid?
       And will insurance pay for any necessary
changes in the home?  For example, if you need
plumbing or rewiring done.  How much will electric
and gas and water bills increase with doing home
hemo?  How does the dialysis center staff support
you after training?
       Here are other resources in addition to
the ones that I put below the slides.  We have the
National Kidney Foundation of Illinois.  There's a
robust education page with videos that you can
watch.  There's the US National Kidney and
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Urologic Diseases Information Clearinghouse, the
American Association of Kidney Patients, as well
as Medicare.
       Again, thank you very much for your time
and for the invitation to speak today.  I'm happy
to take any questions that you may have.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  May I?
       DR. AHYA:  Please.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Can you describe, for each
of the modalities that you spoke about so
eloquently -- and I want to add that -- the
infection rates at home versus dialysis center,
the average life expectancy, something you didn't
talk about, the transplant part of it, and any
more you can talk about the cost part of it,
Medicare, Medicaid, other commercial?
       You did say 80 percent and 20 percent is
not covered, but in terms of dollars and cents,
could you explain a little bit more?
       DR. AHYA:  You know, so I -- I understand
that there are going to be several speakers at
your subsequent meeting that are going to be
talking about the details with respect to cost as
well as transplant.
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       What I can tell you is exactly what you
mentioned, which is that Medicare pays for
80 percent of the treatment, it pays for
80 percent of the training, and with that is a
monthly premium that patients have to pay.
I think for 2018 it was $134 per month.
       And that 20 percent comes from an
alternate payer, so that's where the Medigap
insurance comes into play.  For patients that are
not eligible for an alternate insurance plan, then
it's -- it's out of pocket.  So dialysis is
expensive.
       For hospitalizations with respect to
dialysis, dialysis is paid, but patients, from my
understanding, also have to pay a deductible
annually before that kicks in, and there's also a
limit to the number of days that Medicare will pay
for insurance.
       Medicaid, if it's the alternate insurance
payer -- and, again, there are requirements that
patients need to meet to be eligible for Medicaid
as the alternate insurance -- and that is the --
80 percent goes for -- yeah -- for all of it,
including the -- the -- I think that the equipment
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and the supplies actually are covered, but, you
know, the treatment itself is 80 percent.
       In terms of infection, there is a risk for
infection with each of the dialysis modalities,
for both peritoneal dialysis and for
hemodialysis -- so two modalities.  Peritoneal is
always done at home unless the patient is
hospitalized, in which case it's done in a
hospital.  Hemodialysis, as I mentioned, it is
done both in-center or at home but using exactly
the same technique.
       For peritoneal dialysis, again, there's a
risk for peritonitis.  Peritonitis is easily
treated and is frequently treated with
intraperitoneal antibiotics as an outpatient, so
patients don't have to be hospitalized for that.
       And with hemodialysis there is a pretty
high risk for infection if patients have a
dialysis catheter as their permanent mode of
access, and that's why so much attention is
actually focused on making sure that patients who
have chosen hemodialysis as their modality for
maintenance dialysis have a fistula or a graft as
their main access.  Fistulae have the least
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incidence of infection.  And, in fact, when
looking at morbidity and mortality data, patients
who dialyze long term with catheters have the
highest morbidity and mortality rates relative to
patients who dialyze with fistulae or grafts.
       So having a surgeon who is very motivated
and excited and technically excels at placing
fistulae and grafts in dialysis patients is
critical because many of these patients having
diabetes and high blood pressure as their reasons
for being on dialysis have complex vascular
issues.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Is there a difference in
the infection rate in-center versus at home for
peritoneal or hemodialysis?  Can you answer that?
       DR. AHYA:  Yeah.  So --
       MEMBER GOYAL:  And maybe the Kidney
Foundation says it best.
       DR. AHYA:  Yeah.  There's a wealth of data
on this.  Just because of the time constraints,
I've not brought everything with me.
       But the peritonitis rates of infection
vary depending on the PD clinic, and the
hemodialysis infections also depend on the type of
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access that patients have.  Right?
       So it's dependent on whether they have a
fistula or a graft, which are far less than
those -- than those with the catheter.
       And then the types of infection are
different, too.  So infections that in-center
hemodialysis patients are worried about are things
like transmission of Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C in
addition to bloodstream infections for patients
that have catheters, so that's why in-center
hemodialysis staff are working very hard towards
achieving zero infections.  It's actually a
national plan that the CDC, in conjunction with
organizations like the American Society of
Nephrology, are working together to decrease.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you very much.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Thank you.
       DR. AHYA:  Thank you very much.
       (Applause.)
       (A recess was taken from 10:12 a.m. to
10:16 a.m.)
                      - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  We're going to
come back together.
       Next on the agenda is the Long-Term Care
Facility Advisory Subcommittee report.  Ann Guild
is going to give that report.
       MS. GUILD:  The Long-Term Care Advisory
Subcommittee is required by statute to issue a
report to the Board.  You have a written report in
your materials.  I'm not going to go through it.
       I'll just say that the deliberations of
the committee have focused on three things.  First
is the bed-need criteria for the long-term care
category of service.  The second is related,
talking about the impact of the other continuum of
care services, most notably assisted living and
supportive living.  And finally, although this
Board has no control over this, about the impact
of Medicaid -- the Medicaid reimbursement on the
long-term care category of service.
       The subcommittee did not have any
recommendations at this time, but this is their
report summarizing their discussions over the
past year.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Board members have any
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questions about the subcommittee report?
       (No response.)
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Now we'll move to
permit renewal requests.
       First project is A-01, Project No. 13-069,
Memorial Hospital of Carbondale.  It's the second
request for a renewal.
       May I have a motion to approve a 12-month
permit renewal for Project No. 13-069, Memorial
Hospital of Carbondale.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do I have a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I see we have people
present here to represent the Applicant.  They
need to be sworn in, and then they can identify
themselves.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  Please
state your names.
       MS. BLYTHE:  Cathy Blythe -- Cathy Blythe,
C-a-t-h-y --
       MS. AVERY:  Is it on?  Flip the switch.
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There's a switch at the top.  Okay.
       MS. BLYTHE:  Can you hear me?  No?
       There we go.
       Cathy Blythe, C-a-t-h-y B-l-y-t-h-e.
       MR. SCHAEFER:  Good morning.  I'm Philip
Schaefer.  Philip is with one -l, S-c-h-a-e-f-e-r.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Thank you.
       Mike.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       In March of 2014 the State Board approved
Permit No. 13-069, which authorized the
modernization and expansion of Memorial Hospital
of Carbondale at a cost of approximately
$56.1 million.
       The Applicants are before you today to ask
for a 12-month permit renewal.  This is the second
permit renewal request for the Applicants.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Thank you.
       Do you have any comments for the Board?
       MS. BLYTHE:  Sure.
       Good morning.  Again, my name is Cathy
Blythe, and I'm the system planning manager for
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Southern Illinois Health Care.  To my left is
Philip Schaefer.  He's the senior vice president
and chief care network development officer for SIH.
       We're very pleased to be here today and to
answer any of your questions regarding our permit
renewal for this important project.  And a major
reason why this permit has taken more time than
originally projected is because, due to the
recruitment of 18 additional surgeons after our
CON permit was approved, we've been unable to take
more than one operating room out of service at a
time so, as a result, we had to revise the project
construction timetable, extending the time frame
to modernize the existing operating rooms.
       So we've -- recruitment efforts have been
successful since it's enabled us to expand the
range of medical services provided to the
population that we serve and permit the residents
of southern Illinois to receive tertiary care
close to home rather than having to travel out of
the area or out of the state to Indiana, Kentucky,
or Missouri.
       So we'd be pleased to answer any questions
that you may have.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any questions from
members of the Board?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, we have a motion
and a second on the floor.  So could you call the
roll.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Chairman.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Dr. McNeil.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
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       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the State
agency report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       MS. BLYTHE:  Thank you.
       MR. SCHAEFER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       The permit renewal is approved.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next permit renewal
request is A-02, Project No. 18-026, Champaign
County Nursing Home.  It's the first request.
       Can I have a motion to approve a
three-month permit renewal for Project No. 18-026,
Champaign County Nursing Home?
       MEMBER HEMME:  So moved.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  And I see we have people
here to represent the Applicant.
       Could you swear them in?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Three witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you identify
yourselves.
       MR. SHEETS:  Charles Sheets from
Polsinelli representing the Applicants.
       MR. ROTHNER:  William Rothner representing
the buyers.
       MR. ANDERSON:  Van Anderson representing
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Champaign County.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Do you have
any comments?
       MR. SHEETS:  No, Mr. Chairman, members of
the Board.
       We're here again so quickly after our
first permit because we didn't leave ourselves
enough time and there was a condition of closing
that required the facility to be not within a
survey cycle, and it's within a survey cycle, so
now we have to wait for that cycle to clear before
we can close, so we're asking for a three-month
extension.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       In October of 2018 the State Board
approved Permit No. 18-026 for the sale of the
Champaign County Nursing Home at a cost of
approximately $11 million.  This is the first
permit renewal request for the Applicants.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Any questions by members of the Board?
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       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Mr. Sewell --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  -- can I ask a question?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Sure.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Chuck, have you cleared
all the IDPH requirements?
       MR. SHEETS:  No.  No, we have not.  Like
I said, we're in a survey cycle right now.  We're
waiting for the follow-up survey.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  When is that scheduled?
Do you know?
       MR. SHEETS:  Well, they won't tell us when
they're coming.  That's part of the process.  But
it, hopefully, will be before the holidays --
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Okay.
       MR. SHEETS:  -- but we don't know for sure.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could we have a roll
call?  Motion and second are on the floor.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Chairman.
       Motion made by Ms. Hemme; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
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       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the
testimony and the staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  6 votes in the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  The permit
renewal is approved.
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Thank you.
MR. SHEETS:  Thank you.
MR. ROTHNER:  Thank you.
                - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next permit renewal
request is A-03, Project No. 17-059, Deerpath
Orthopedic Surgical Center.  This is the first
request.
       Is there a motion to approve a nine-month
permit renewal for Project No. 17-059, Deerpath
Orthopedic Surgical Center?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  I see they're
here to represent the Applicant.  Can they be
sworn in?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  And, Mike, I've been
reversing that previously.  You were supposed to
go before them.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       In January of 2018 the State Board
approved Permit No. 17-059.  The permit authorized
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the addition of surgical specialties to an
existing limited-specialty ASTC in Morris,
Illinois.  The cost of the project is
approximately $600,000.
       This is the first permit renewal request
for the permit holders.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Any comments
for the Board?
       MR. MARK:  Mr. Chairman, the reasons --
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Use the mic, please,
and state your name before you speak.
       MR. MARK:  My name is Jeffrey Mark,
M-a-r-k.  I'm the CON consultant for Deerpath.
       And the reasons for the renewal request
are simply it's taken a much longer time to phase
in each individual specialty, not only the
surgical specialty but the support personnel and
the equipment to support that specialty.  All
that's contained in the application.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       Any questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the
testimony and the report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The permit renewal is
approved.
       MR. MARK:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next one is A-04,
Project No. 15-053, Rush University Medical
Center.  It's the second request.
       So is there a motion to approve a
nine-month permit renewal for Project No. 15-053,
Rush University Medical Center?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Could you swear
them in?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Five witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
please state your names as you speak.
       MR. MORADO:  Good morning, members of the
Board.  Juan Morado here.
       I'm accompanied by Dr. Anthony Perry, vice
president of ambulatory transformation; Raymond
LeBrec, vice president for capital projects;
Patricia Nedved, associate vice president for
ambulatory transformation; and my colleague
Mark Silberman.
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       We're here before you today to request an
extension.  This is our second permit renewal
request.  At this time we've expended about
$17 1/2 million of our total $32 million project
cost.  The additional time is needed to make sure
that we can complete the work consistent with what
we represented in the application.
       Great progress has been made.  We're
nearly complete with the outer shell design and
are working on the inner shell.
       I'm also happy to report that this Board
unanimously approved the substantive project that
was associated with this massive design project at
the last meeting, and that was Project 18-023.
       Any questions?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Mr. Constantino, the State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Which was supposed to go
before you.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  -- Mr. Chairman.
       In February of 2016 the State Board
approved Permit No. 15-053.  The permit authorized
a master design project which involved the
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establishment of a comprehensive outpatient
center, parking garage, and the demolition of
existing structures at Rush University Medical
Center in Chicago.  The project cost is
approximately $32 million.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Any questions from Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Senator -- Dr. McNeil;
seconded by Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the
testimony and report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on testimony and
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on
testimony.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on testimony
and staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the report
today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. Chairman.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the State
agency report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MR. MORADO:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  So the permit renewal is
approved.
       MR. MORADO:  Thanks much.
                       - - -

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 63

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next project is
A-05, Project No. 17-058, Premier Cardiac Surgery
Center.  It's the first request.
       Can I have a motion to approve a
seven-month permit renewal for Project No. 17-058,
Premier Cardiac Surgery Center?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       In February of 2018 the State Board
approved Permit No. 17-058.  The permit authorized
the establishment of a single-specialty ASTC in
Merrionette Park, Illinois.
       The State agency notes this project is not
obligated and the current project completion date
is December 31st, 2018.  The project cost is
approximately $1.2 million.

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 64

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you identify
yourselves?  And then comments for us.
       MR. HYLAK-REINHOLTZ:  Sure.  Thank you,
Chairman.
       Joe Hylak-Reinholtz, project consultant/
attorney.
       MR. BERLIN:  And Mark Berlin, chief
operating officer for Heart Care Centers of
Illinois.
       MR. HYLAK-REINHOLTZ:  We are asking for a
permit renewal.
       Everything stems from shortly after we had
our project approved we switched architects, which
then precipitated a change in design and other
delays.  So we had a permit renewal because of
that, and now we're asking for an extension in the
permit, as well.
       We have already selected a construction
company, so we are ready to move forward pending
approval.
       If you have any questions, we'll be happy
to answer them.
       Thank you.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do Board members have
questions?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Dr. McNeil.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the
testimony and the report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on staff reports
and testimony here today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on
testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the report,
testimony, and that everything takes longer than
anticipated sometimes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
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       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       MR. HYLAK-REINHOLTZ:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The permit renewal is
approved.
       Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next, we have exemption
requests.  The first one is C-01, Project
No. E-058-18, NxStage Oak Brook.
       May I have a motion to approve Exemption
No. E-058-18, NxStage Oak Brook -- of Oak Brook --
to approve a change of ownership transaction.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hand, please.
       (One witness sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose a change of
ownership of an 8-station ESRD facility in
Oak Brook, Illinois.  This was part of a
nationwide transaction.
       Fresenius Medical Care Holdings, Inc., is
acquiring all the outstanding shares of NxStage
Medical, Inc., via a merger.  The expected
completion date is December 31st, 2018.  NxStage
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only had one facility in the state of Illinois.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any comments for the
Board?
       MS. WRIGHT:  Hi.  My name is Lori Wright.
I'm the CON specialist for Fresenius Medical Care.
       And unless you have any questions, I think
that sums it up.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       Any questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Chairman.
       Motion made by Senator -- or by
Dr. McNeil; seconded by Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
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       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the State
agency report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The exemption request is
approved.
       Thank you.
       MS. WRIGHT:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  The next
exemption request is C-02, Project No. E-059-18,
DMG Pain Management Surgery Center.
       May I have a motion to approve the
exemption, No. E-059-18, for Pain Management
Surgery Center to approve a change of ownership
transaction for its real estate.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Could you swear
him?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hand, please.
       (One witness sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Mr. Constantino.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose the sale of a
building housing a limited-specialty ASTC in
Naperville, Illinois.
       This exemption application is before the
State Board because the transaction is a change of
ownership of a health care facility's physical
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plant and capital assets with no change in the
licensee operating entity.  The expected
completion date is December 31st, 2018.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Any comments for the Board?
       MR. OURTH:  No.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Any questions from Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, the roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
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staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and the fact that December 31st, 2018, is
not long away.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  6 votes in the affirmative.
       MR. OURTH:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The exemption request is
approved.
       Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next is C-03, Project
No. E-060-18, Chicago Surgery Center.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  Good morning.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Hi.
       Can I have a motion to approve
Exemption E-060-18, Chicago Surgery Center, to
approve a change of ownership transaction?  Is
there a motion?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you swear her in,
please?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hand, please.
       (One witness sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The executive
secretary's talking -- administrator.  Sorry.
       Yes, State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, sir.
       The Applicants propose the sale of a
single-specialty ASTC, Chicago Surgery Center,
LLC, located in Chicago, Illinois.  The expected
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completion date is December 31st, 2018.  The cost
of the purchase is approximately $2 million.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Any comments
or -- if you can, first of all, identify yourself.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  Yeah.  Thank you.  My name
is Kara Friedman.  I'm counsel for the Applicant.
       Just one minor comment, Mike.  It's --
I think there's multiple specialties.  There's
about four or whatever in your report and in your
annual report.
       But other than that, I'm happy to answer
any questions.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any questions by the
Board?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Do they intend to
change the name?
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  I do not know.  I don't
think so.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Just joking.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Other questions?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  The roll
call.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and the fast-approaching December 31st,
2018.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The exemption request is
approved.
       Thank you.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.
       Just to note for your reference, I'm
representing the next two Applicants.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Oh, okay.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next is C-04, Project
No. E-035-18, Palos Health Surgery Center.
       May I have a motion to approve
Exemption E-035-18, Palos Health Surgery Center,
to approve the relinquishment of this exemption.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  You've already been
sworn.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Was there a second?
I didn't hear anything.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  There was a second.
I heard it.  Who said that?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  I'm not sure if I went
first or second.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  I heard the motion
from Dr. McNeil.
       MR. ROATE:  We need a second.
       MS. AVERY:  I'll go with that.
       McGlasson seconded.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We do have a second.
       State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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       On October 29th, 2018, the State Board
received a request to relinquish the
Exemption E-035-18, which the State Board staff
finds the exemption in compliance with the
State Board rules.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any comments for the
Board?
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  No.  I'm happy to answer
questions.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       Any questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Mr. McGlasson.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based upon the staff
report.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the very
thorough staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.  That's 6 votes in
the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That exemption request
is approved.
       Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next project is C-05,
Project No. E-037-18, Edgemont Dialysis.
       May I have a motion to approve Exemption
No. E-037-18, Edgemont Dialysis, to approve the
relinquishment of this exemption.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       On October 24th, 2018, the State Board
received notice of the relinquishment of Exemption
No. E-037-18.  That relinquishment is in
compliance with the State Board rules.
       Thank you, Madam -- Mr. Chairman.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  I'm happy to answer
questions.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, the roll call
vote.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Dr. McNeil.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report, which enumerated that one partner pulled
out.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
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       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, based on the State
agency report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next on the agenda is
public participation.
       Ms. Mitchell.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Good morning.  So most
speakers are speaking on one project.  All but two
are speaking on one project, so I'm going to call
those two speakers who are not speaking on that
particular project up first.  They are Dr. Mark
Walshauser for Project 18-021 and Andrew Spence
for Project 18-018.
       Please come to the table.
       Before you begin your remarks, please
state and spell your name for the benefit of the
court reporter.  And if you have anything
handwritten that you're reading from, please give
it to Mike Constantino.
       Mike, can you raise your hand?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  (Indicating.)
       MS. MITCHELL:  This is for the benefit of
the court reporter -- hand- or typewritten.
       You may begin.
       If you need it -- if you -- give it to him
after you speak.
       (Laughter.)
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       MR. SPENCE:  Thank you.
       DR. WALSHAUSER:  All right.
       Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Board.
Thank you for taking the time --
       MS. MITCHELL:  Sorry.  And you'll be
limited to two minutes.
       DR. WALSHAUSER:  Thank you for taking the
time to hear my remarks.
       I'm Mark Walshauser.  I'm a medical
oncologist with Cancer Care Specialists of
Illinois.  And today I strongly urge the Review
Board to approve St. Elizabeth's Hospital's plan
to open a radiation/oncology clinic in O'Fallon,
Illinois, off Interstate 64.
       Cancer Care Specialists of Illinois
provides medical oncology, hematology, radiation
oncology, and urologic oncology services at
20 locations in central and southern Illinois,
including the Metro East region, where the project
is proposed.
       Our patients receive comprehensive care
and treatment methods which are in alignment with
the mission-driven care St. Elizabeth's Hospital
has provided for 142 years.
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       I currently serve on St. Elizabeth's
cancer committee, which focuses efforts toward
meeting the needs of cancer patients in our
region, including educating patients on the public
importance of early detection of lung cancer
screening, one of the most prevalent types of
cancer in our service area.
       St. Elizabeth's is known for delivering
excellent health care to patients.  They're also
the only American College of Surgeons Commission
on Cancer-designated cancer program in the service
area of southwest Illinois.
       One of the benefits of having the proposed
clinic at this location is it will provide greater
access to the technology and advanced treatments
necessary to improve the health of patients in
this region.
       Additionally, it will provide these
treatments near home where patients and families
are more comfortable.  Right now many patients
must travel across the river to St. Louis to
receive cancer care, which puts added stress on
both the patients and their caregivers.
Economically, it also means that Missouri is
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receiving health care dollars that could be spent
within the state of Illinois.
       I appreciate St. Elizabeth's ongoing focus
to deliver region-leading health care.  Cancer
care is a highly needed medical service, and
I encourage the Review Board to support and
approve this project.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you for your
comments.
       MS. MITCHELL:  You may begin.
       MR. SPENCE:  Thank you.  Good morning.  My
name is Andrew Spence.
       Good morning, members of the Board.  I'm
here to tell you how being a patient of Dr. Darrel
Saldanha of Midwest Anesthesia and Pain
Specialists has changed my life.  This -- I'm here
in support of the Project 18-018.
       I've worked in the restaurant industry my
whole life, and now I'm lucky enough to own
restaurants and invest in several restaurants.
This type of work has kept me on my feet for most
of the day, and over the years I have developed
severe back pain.
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       I used to take lots of Tylenol and other
pain medications by the handful daily just to
relieve my chronic back pain and make it through
the day.  But when I met Dr. Saldanha, he took a
different approach.  He was just a fellow back
then when I began to see him, and I was happy that
he actually took the time to help me find the
source of my pain and didn't just prescribe me
more medication.
       I now get injections to manage the intense
pain that I experience in my lower back, and with
Dr. Saldanha's help I'm able to manage my pain and
put in a full day's work at the restaurant.
Without these treatments my life would become
miserable very quickly.
       At Dr. Saldanha's office I was able to get
an appointment within days of making my first
phone call to his office.  His office and staff
have really been a godsend for me, and I am
grateful to have found them.
       I hope you will approve their application
today to establish a new office in Des Plaines at
this location -- as this location is very easy for
me to get to from my home.  And being right next
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to the expressway, it will be easily accessible
for all patients.
       When I found out that I could come here
today to tell you about my care, I was very happy
to do so.  I could not pass up the chance to give
back to a doctor who has given so much to me.
       I ask that you approve the North Suburban
Pain & Spine Center application because other
people --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MR. SPENCE:  -- deserve to have this type
of service and the best health care regardless of
how much money they make.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you for your
comments.
       MS. MITCHELL:  All right.  The remaining
speakers are speaking on Project 18-020, Silver
Cross Hospital.  You'll be called in groups of
five.  Again, you're limited to two minutes for
your remarks.
       And after you have spoken, if you have
written comments, whether they be handwritten or
typewritten, please give them to Mike Constantino
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for the benefit of the court reporter.
       First up, Senator Michael Hastings, Mayor
Timothy Baldermann, Noel Araneta, Robert J.
Erickson, and Aseem Saklecha -- I apologize for
butchering names.  I'm bad.
       You may begin.
       SENATOR HASTINGS:  Good morning.  This
is -- Senator Demuzio and Chairman Sewell, thanks
for allowing me to speak today.
       Two minutes.  I hope this is a Senate
two minutes.  I may go a little longer but -- and
I sit next to Andy Manar in the Senate, and I want
to say thanks for your service.  Your family's
legacy leaves --
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Thank you.
       SENATOR HASTINGS:  -- is still in southern
Illinois so --
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Thank you.
       SENATOR HASTINGS:  I represent the greater
southwest suburbs of Chicago, which includes
New Lenox, which is a growing municipality in
Will County.  They're an unbelievable community
partner.  I want to just kind of talk about why
they've been an awesome community partner.
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       Number one, when they repurposed their old
facility, as a combat veteran -- they repurposed
67 homes for veterans and their families to live
in that are in need.  I could tell you that no
other hospital that I know of in my district has
done something like that.
       There is a critical mental health shortage
in the south suburbs.  With the help of the CEO
and the board and the mayor, they've affiliated
themselves with a mental health treatment facility
which has 297 beds that you recently approved.
       I want to say thank you for that because
it's definitely going to address an issue in the
south suburbs with mental illness, and we look
forward to the expansion of mental health coverage
in the south suburbs.
       The third thing, they opened an endoscopic
clinic.  Of all the -- the men over 40 years old
know that that's a very important procedure in a
clinic to have in the area.  It's top tier and
it's being very well received in the community.
       Access to care as a Senator is the most
important thing for my constituents in the
district.  In order for somebody to get cardiac
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services in the south suburbs, they have to drive
greater than 20 miles or a half hour through
winding roads, not on the interstate, and very
hard to access.
       I've supported every CON for my hospitals
in my district, and cardiac services is one of
those needs.  I know we have cardiac services at
hospitals across the south suburbs that are
outside of my district, but in order for my
constituents to get to those services would be
outside -- in my estimation -- a critical window
for them to have adequate care.
       I know that -- I've met with this august
body before in the Senate, and I know how
efficient and effective you are.  I ask for you to
approve this CON for cardiac services, and I'd be
willing to take any questions or add any other
comments that you need as Board members.  And
I thank you for the service that you have provided
to the State of Illinois.
       Thank you very much.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you for your
comments.
       MAYOR BALDERMANN:  Thank you, Senator.
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       I'm Timothy Baldermann, B-a-l-d-e-r-m-a-n-n,
the mayor of New Lenox.  I want to thank you for
this opportunity to speak before this Board today.
I appreciate it greatly.
       As the Senator stated, New Lenox is one of
the fastest growing communities in Will County,
which, of course, is one of the fastest growing
communities in the country -- or counties in the
country.
       When Silver Cross first came to me, wanted
to relocate to New Lenox, we thought it was going
to be a replacement hospital, but since then it
has grown and expanded to provide so many great
services.
       They have partnered with the University of
Chicago oncology, the former Rehabilitation
Institute of Chicago, now the Shirley Ryan
AbilityLab, Lurie's Children's Hospital, and those
services mean that the people not only in
New Lenox but in the entire area that the Senator
spoke about now don't have to drive great
distances to get quality health care for an array
of issues.  And not only the patients themselves
but their family members, as well.
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       The Senator talked about winding roads.
Many of you who may be familiar with the south
suburbs have heard about I-80 on a number of
instances where there are fatalities and truck
traffic and backups.  It's just unsafe.  And to
put somebody in an ambulance to travel that far
when they need this type of care, cardiac care,
is, to me, just -- it's dumbfounding.
       I can't think of any reason that anyone
would oppose this other than for financial
reasons.  And when we start putting finance,
dollars, ahead of people's life and safety, that's
just ludicrous to me.  I can't stand it and I need
to be here to support the residents not only of
New Lenox but of the Lincoln Way area and of that
part of Will County.
       People in my community, in my area,
deserve the same level of care that those that
live in, perhaps, Naperville or other areas where
hospitals are currently providing these services.
You're going to hear from others talking about the
great need out in Will County, the growth in Will
County, and I certainly hope that that allows
you -- that gives you the information so you can
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approve this.  There certainly is a need.
       Finally, I'd say I know there's many
people in this room that are familiar with the
saying "Do no harm."  With this not being
approved, it would do a great deal of harm to the
people in our area, and I don't know what I would
say to my residents or their family members if
they had to be carted off in an ambulance
30 minutes to try and get this critical care.
       So we certainly appreciate your time and
hope we can count on your support.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you for your
comments.
       MS. MITCHELL:  You may proceed.
       MR. ARANETA:  Good morning.
       Good morning.  My name is Noel Araneta,
and I'm the vice president for cardiovascular
services for AMITA Health.
       I'm in here today in opposition to
Silver's proposal for a new open-heart surgery
program in Will County.  As a health care
administrator, patient care and outcomes are my
highest priority.  I am concerned that a new
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open-heart program is not in the best interest of
our patients.  This unnecessary duplication
jeopardizes the care provided through these
existing programs.
       It is also important to note that Silver's
application has several flaws in methodology and
assumptions.
       Number one, when converting diagnostic
caths to surgical procedures, Silver included
nondiagnostic procedures, which skewed their
surgical projections.  Using the right method, it
is doubtful that they will be able to reach the
200 surgical case annual target.  Furthermore, the
projected 3 percent rate of growth after program
establishment is unrealistic, higher than the
State average, and not supported by any evidence.
       When analyzing the transfer data from
Silver, it is also important to note that a
certain percentage of these patients will continue
to be transferred to tertiary care centers for
procedures like heart transplantation.
       Number two, according to CMS, all new
structural heart programs require several
must-have criteria.  One of the main criteria for
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TAVR is a requirement that the hospital must have
performed 50 aortic value replacements the year
before program establishment.  Again, Silver Cross
is unlikely to meet this criteria and, therefore,
unlikely to be able to establish a structural
heart program within CMS guidelines.
       Number three, Silver's application also
showed high utilization after a diagnostic cath,
meaning in 2017 77 percent of their diagnostic
cath was treated by cardiac interventions.  In
contrast, Christ Hospital, the busiest cardiac
program in Illinois, has a utilization rate of
28 percent.  Silver did 500 more cardiac
interventions compared to Christ.  At 77 percent
utilization rate, Silver does not need an
open-heart program.
       Number four, Silver did not take into
account the national trends in the treatment
options for heart disease.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MR. ARANETA:  The effective use of statins
and drug-coated stents continues to impact the
known decline of open-heart surgery --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Please conclude your
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remarks.
       MR. ARANETA:  In conclusion, a new open-
heart program at Silver jeopardizes the care
provided in the existing programs and is not
supported by clinical evidence and guidelines.
       Thank you for your attention.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       MR. ERICKSON:  Good morning.  My name is
Bob Erickson.  I'm the president of Presence
St. Joseph's Medical Center in Joliet.
       And on behalf of our organization, we're
strongly opposed to this project.  This is an
absolute expensive, clear-cut duplication of
services.
       When Silver Cross moved their hospital a
few miles outside of Joliet, they made a promise
to continue to serve the community and to serve
the community's best interests.  I'd submit to you
that clinically having one open-heart program is
in the best interest of the community.
       Since 1991 we have done over 9,000 heart
surgeries at St. Joe's Medical Center.  We've
never heard of any concerns about patient safety,
whether they're transferred from Silver Cross or
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they're transferred from another referring
hospital.
       The care coordination is actually very
strong between our two hospitals because quite a
few of the medical staff practice at both
hospitals, including the cardiologists and
intensivists.  In fact, it's very rare for a
cardiac patient to go right from the cath lab to
surgery.  There's time to coordinate care, it's
done well, and we're proud of the services we
provide.
       We have made a lot of investments in our
program over the last 30 years, including
equipment, people, infrastructure which not only
serves the current program well but positions us
for changes that are coming in cardiovascular
care, including doing structural heart procedures,
which we started.  We've been planning them for
some time and this is important.
       Our new parent organization, Ascension
Health, gave us the approval through their board
last week to simply convert one of our existing
cath labs into a hybrid room, and we'll be doing
TAVRs in 2019 as an extension of an already
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well-established program.
       So there's nothing new in this proposal.
There's not an unmet community need.  They might
benefit financially from these services.  It's
going to come at the expense of other hospitals
and programs that have the capability, the
capacity, and the compassion to take care of the
communities that we serve.
       So I respectfully --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MR. ERICKSON:  -- ask you to vote no.
       DR. SAKLECHA:  Hello.  I'm Dr. Aseem
Saklecha, A-s-e-e-m S-a-k-l-e-c-h-a.  I'm the
chairman of the emergency department, here
speaking on behalf of Presence St. Joe's Hospital.
       We work very closely with cardiovascular
programs and very closely with cardiologists and
cardiothoracic surgeons.  I want to make a couple
points about the proposal, and I urge the Board to
consider turning it down.
       As Bob Erickson pointed out, there is a
duplication of services.  There's also a patient
safety question, and I can reassure the Board that
transferring these patients is quite safe.
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There's been -- never been any issues; there's
never been any delays.  It is a rarity that
patients go directly from cardiac cath lab to the
operating room.  I don't think that hardly happens
at all.
       Furthermore, the financial issue.  Silver
Cross moved to New Lenox.  When they did, there
has been a degradation of the reimbursement rates
for patients.  The payer mix has changed and
shifted.  The cardiovascular program at
St. Joseph's is critical for the financial success
because it subsidizes numerous departments,
including the emergency department.  We provide a
lot of charity care to the community, and it's
critical that we have the financial support from
programs that are doing well, and we feel like
this would cause unnecessary harm to the community
that we serve.
       So in summary, I do hope that the Board
urges -- I urge the Board to consider turning down
this proposal for these very reasons.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Next five, Dr. Stuart
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Marcus, Allan Spooner, Bill Kottmann, Yvette Saba,
and Deborah Schimerowski.
       You do not have to speak in any particular
order.  After one person speaks, you can -- the
next person can begin speaking.  Again, you're
limited to two minutes.
       DR. MARCUS:  Good morning, members of the
Board.  I'm Dr. Stuart Marcus.  I'm the chief
clinical officer for AMITA Health.
       I have a clinical background in surgery,
and I've been involved with innumerable cardiac
surgery patients in my career and understand the
complexity of these patients.  And because of the
complexity of these patients and the quality of
care -- every single one of these patients is a
high-risk patient -- I urge the Board to not
approve the proposal, 18-020.
       There's nothing new going on here.
Services that are being requested are all
available throughout Chicago, throughout the
southwest suburbs.  You've heard about TAVR,
transcatheter aortic value replacement.  That is
not new.  There are already 10 programs in
Chicagoland that perform that procedure, and that
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procedure has been going on for several years now.
Again, not a new procedure.
       There are already too many cardiac surgery
programs throughout the Chicago region, and we do
not need more.  In fact, we need less because
there's a quality-volume relationship when it
comes to cardiac surgery.  This is the
quintessential example of where higher volume
leads to better patient outcomes.
       So whoever said that this is about
finance -- no.  This is about patient quality.
This is about lives.  This isn't MRI.  People are
going to die if the volume does not sustain the
competence that's needed for not only a surgeon
but also a hospital and the team to come together
to take care of these patients.
       There are already 15 programs across
Chicago that do less than a hundred cardiac
surgery cases.  15 programs.  That's the magic
number, 100.  15 programs already do less.
       At our facilities we have two sites,
Alexian Brothers and St. Alexius, that are about
10 miles apart.  One does cardiac surgery; one
does not but does cardiac caths.  We did
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1200 cardiac caths at St. Alexius last year.  Four
patients were transferred to Alexian Brothers the
same day, none of them emergently, they were all
elective transfers, and there was no emergency
aspect to it.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       DR. MARCUS:  Processes exist.  The system
is not broken.  From a quality care perspective --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Please conclude your
remarks.
       DR. MARCUS:  -- from a patient
perspective, this program is not needed.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       MR. SPOONER:  Hello.  My name is Allan
Spooner.  I'm the president of Franciscan Health
Olympia Fields, and I'm the CEO of Franciscan
Health South Suburban Chicago division.
       I'm here today to voice our -- Franciscan
Health Olympia Fields' -- strong opposition to
this program.  First, there's simply no valid
reason, as you've heard, for this Board to approve
an additional open-heart program in the south
suburbs.  Currently there are 10 approved open-
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heart programs already serving the area, including
Franciscan Health Olympia Fields.  The
establishment of one more program is an
unnecessary duplication of service, as the
existing program already -- as existing programs
already have capacity, proximity, and expertise in
place.
       Also, the establishment of another open-
heart program in the area would introduce a
dynamic resulting in an overall increase in health
care costs.
       Secondly, an approval to establish a new
program will strain already-limited resources.
For example, open-heart and ICU nurses who are
very talented and specialized individuals.  The
talent pool would be further drained and depleted
by the approval of an additional program which
will increase the difficulty of filling these
critical positions.  At Franciscan Health Olympia
Fields, we continually seek to find qualified
individuals to fill those spots.
       Finally, the application submitted by
Silver Cross doesn't address the required
justification as determined by the Illinois Health
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Facilities and Services Review Board for the
proposed open-heart program.  The justification
used to propose establishment of this program does
not meet the minimum criteria as stated.
       For example, within the CON application
submitted by the hospital, they identify three --
there were only 76 patients directly transferred
by ambulance to other hospitals for cardiac
surgery --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MR. SPOONER:  -- after catheterization.
       In conclusion, I ask that you give careful
consideration to the statements made, and the
purpose for the certificate of need in our state
is to make sure that we can deliver quality, safe
care, and this program would go against that.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       MS. SCHIMEROWSKI:  Hi -- hello.  My name
is Deborah Schimerowski, S-c-h-i-m-e-r-o-w-s-k-i.
I'm the regional chief financial officer for
the -- at AMITA Health, southern region.
       I'm here to oppose the Silver Cross
application, and I do today have to talk to the
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dollars and cents, so I have several facts I do
need to have you understand.
       Open-heart services are one of the few
services that offset the losses of our safety net
services that we provide to our communities,
emergency room, labor and delivery, and psych
services.  St. Joseph Medical Center last year
incurred a $5.3 million loss.
       Number two, St. Joseph Medical Center
provided $7.6 million in charity care to its
community that it serves.  The Medicaid cost
shortfall was $29.3 million.
       Number three, we operate the only
emergency room in the city of Joliet.
       Number four, based on Planning Board
statistics, since Silver moved in 2011, Silver's
Medicaid encounters have decreased 25 percent
while St. Joseph's Medicaid encounters have
increased 35 percent.  Silver Cross' charity care
as a percent of net patient revenue has decreased
from 3.2 percent to 1.3 percent.
       And, fifth, there's commonality of
insurance products that are both -- that are
accepted by both hospitals.
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       In closing, open-heart provided
approximately $3.2 million --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. SCHIMEROWSKI:  -- in contribution
margin for St. Joe's last year.  To think that a
loss of open-heart services would not impact our
safety net services is unrealistic.
       MS. SABA:  Good morning.
       MS. AVERY:  You have to bring it much
closer.
       MS. SABA:  Good morning.  My name is
Yvette Saba, S-a-b-a.  I am the system vice
president of operations at Edward-Elmhurst Health
and oversee its cardiovascular services.
       I've been a cardiovascular nurse since
1983 and a hospital administrator for over
18 years.  Prior to Edward-Elmhurst Health,
I worked at Northwestern and Loyola.  Throughout
my career I have been responsible for developing
and growing cardiovascular programs.
       My opposition to Silver Cross' application
is based on the following:  A significant number
of open-heart programs already exist within short
time travel from Silver Cross.  Whether they are
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in HSA 9 or not, there are 10 programs within
about 30 minutes.
       Silver Cross' proposed structural heart
capabilities are not unique to this area.  Edward
Hospital has provided advanced structural heart
services, including transaortic valve
replacements, since 2013.  We performed over
225 TAVR cases last year, number one in the state.
We are only 30 minutes away from Silver Cross.
       Only 6 percent of cardiac surgical
procedures statewide are structural heart cases
such as TAVR.  Based on Silver Cross'
projections -- which, based on my experience, are
extremely aggressive -- this means that they will
have as few as 15 structural heart cases per year,
not enough to support the program.
       These programs are resource intensive.
A TAVR requires no fewer than 10 clinicians,
including 4 physicians, on a case.  Every new
program risks diluting the staff of existing
programs.  This is far greater risk to patient
care than transferring patients to established
programs.
       Finally, concerns over transfers are
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unwarranted.  We routinely accept transfers from
other hospitals.  Internal studies have showed no
negative impact on patient outcome, timeliness of
care, length of stay, or patient experience as a
result of a transfer to our facility.
       From a clinical perspective, I have seen
nothing proposed by Silver Cross that is not
readily available --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. SABA:  -- within a reasonable distance
from their campus.
       Thank you.
       MR. KOTTMANN:  Good morning.  My name is
Bill Kottmann, K-o-t-t-m-a-n-n.  I'm president and
CEO of Edward Hospital, just up the road here in
Naperville.
       I've had the pleasure of working at Edward
since 1991, about the same time as our first
open-heart surgical case.  Since then I've
witnessed the program's development into a
regional center, providing structural heart and
other advanced cases to a broad region, including
Chicago's western and southern suburbs.
       While I fully respect the clinical quality
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provided by Silver Cross, I object to their
application based on the following:  It is
duplicative of other services in the area.
Duplication adds cost, dilutes the existing
programs, and can negatively impact the quality of
care.  All this works against the purpose of the
certificate of need.
       The addition of structural heart services,
as my colleague mentioned, is not new to the area.
Edward is one of the largest structural heart
programs in the state and is located just
30 minutes away from Silver.
       Silver Cross' volume projections are
extremely aggressive, out of line with other
established programs and with our own experience
in building a program.  The number of structural
heart cases, while growing, is relatively small,
only about 6 percent of total cardiovascular cases
statewide.  This volume is insufficient to justify
a new program.  Also, there is a finite talent
pool of qualified staff to support these programs
at a time when labor shortages are growing.
       Concerns over the burden of transfers are
exaggerated.  We routinely receive transfers from
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other facilities and have well-developed protocols
to support safe and efficient processes.  Our data
shows no difference in time to procedure,
outcomes, or length of stay between transferred
and nontransferred patients.
       Given the adequate supply of services
within the region, both traditional open-heart and
structural heart programs, I respectfully urge the
Board to support staff's intent to deny this
application.
       Thank you.
       MS. MITCHELL:  All right.  The next
group -- again, if you have --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Hold on a second.
       We're going to take a five-minute break
before we resume with the next group of public
participants.
       Five minutes.
       (A recess was taken from 11:13 a.m. to
11:20 a.m.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  We're coming back
to order as we continue with public participation.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.  The next group,
Dr. Bryan Foy, Dr. Thomas Lee, Betty Washington,
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Dr. Joseph Hindo, and Dr. Christopher Udovich.
       Again, you're limited to two minutes.
Please state and spell your name at the beginning
of your remarks.  If you have written statements,
please give them to Mr. Constantino after you have
spoken.
       And you may begin.
       DR. FOY:  Good morning.  My name is
Dr. Bryan Foy.  I'm a founding member and partner
in Cardiac Surgery Associates.  Our group staffs
St. Joseph's Medical Center in Joliet and has done
so for 27 years.  Even as we're talking this
morning, my partner Dr. Altergott is performing an
open-heart at St. Joe's.  I've personally done
about 9,000 open-hearts.
       I neither support nor oppose this
application.  I just wanted to tell you several
facts that might be important to you as you
consider the case.
       Fact:  Open-heart surgery was established
at St. Joe's by our group 27 years ago.  Those
services have been continuously available, 24/7,
for that period of time.
       Fact:  Since establishing open-heart at
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St. Joe's, including the patient this morning,
9,281 patients have undergone surgery there.
       Fact:  Cardiac Surgery Associates is
composed of 29 heart surgeons operating
25 open-heart programs.  There are currently
16 heart surgeons on the staff at St. Joe's.
       Fact:  Many of the patients operated on at
St. Joe's have come from Silver Cross.
       Fact:  We have always accepted all
appropriate cases from Silver Cross regardless of
age, race, gender, or insurance status and
couldn't care less about insurance.
       Fact:  Surgical outcomes and patient
satisfaction at St. Joe's have always surpassed
the national benchmarks.
       Fact:  Virtually all forms of open-heart
surgery except heart transplant are available at
St. Joe's.  We do transplant at Loyola.
       Fact:  Our group currently is operating
six TAVR programs.  The one in St. Joe's this
spring will be the seventh, and one at Northwest
Community Hospital in Arlington Heights in
April will be the eighth.
       Fact:  We've been working on developing a
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TAVR program for over a year and a half now at
St. Joe's; financing is approved.
       Fact:  Other structural heart procedures
are currently available at St. Joe's even now.
       Fact:  St. Joe's has two dedicated
open-heart rooms for open-heart surgery and are
presently not at full capacity by any means.
       Fact:  St. Joseph's open-heart program
represents almost three decades of hard work,
training, and commitment by many experienced
individuals.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       DR. FOY:  I can answer any questions if
you have them.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       MS. WASHINGTON:  Betty Washington, W-a- --
       MS. MITCHELL:  I'm sorry, Ms. Washington.
You're going to have to pull the mic closer.
       MS. WASHINGTON:  Okay.  Can you hear
me now?
       MS. AVERY:  A little closer.
       MS. MITCHELL:  A little closer.
       MS. AVERY:  All the way, like you're
singing karaoke.
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       MS. WASHINGTON:  Are we okay now?
       MS. AVERY:  Yes.
       MS. WASHINGTON:  Thank you.
       Betty Washington, W-a-s-h-i-n-g-t-o-n,
Silver Cross Healthy Community Commission board of
directors.
       Good morning.  As a member of Silver Cross
Healthy Community Commission board of directors,
I would like to take this opportunity to express
my support to Silver Cross Hospital to expand
their cardiac services by bringing open-heart
surgery to the residents of New Lenox and
surrounding communities.
       When Silver Cross sees a need in our
community, they find a solution, as they are doing
with this important project.  Silver Cross works
closely with its community members to develop
plans to better meet community need, which some
examples include securing the Veterans
Administration to open a 60,000-square-foot
megaoutpatient clinic for area veterans in the
former Silver Cross emergency department, bringing
Aunt Martha's Joliet Community Health Center, a
Federally qualified health care center, to the old
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Silver Cross Hospital campus.  Aunt Martha's
opened their 20,000-square-foot facility in
June 2013.  The facility provides health care
services to the area's poor and underinsured.
       Partnering with Volunteers of America to
create 67 single-family housing units for veterans
and their families and soon bringing much-needed
mental health services with the opening of Silver
Oaks Hospital, the 100-bed behavioral hospital
health facility which will open in January 2019.
       Silver Cross has identified another
underserved population --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. WASHINGTON:  -- cardiac patients.
       I am in disbelief by the opposition of
this project.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Would you conclude your
remarks.
       MS. WASHINGTON:  Thank you.
       DR. LEE:  My name is Dr. Thomas Lee,
L-e-e.  I'm a staff physician at Silver Cross
Hospital, and I'm also a patient, a cardiac
patient.
       Right after New Year's in 2017 I was
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working and just wasn't feeling well.  I came in
on a Saturday and had my medical assistant perform
an EKG on me, which showed abnormalities.  While
I actually don't live in the area and there are
closer hospitals to my home, I chose to go to
Silver Cross because of my confidence in the
cardiologists and the excellence of care that
I would receive there, along with the staff.
       I was immediately admitted and I got an
angiogram done, which showed that I had
30 arteries -- or sorry -- 3 arteries with
90 percent blockage and an occluded artery.  And
then I was then transferred to Christ Hospital in
the middle of the night, in a $7,000 ambulance
ride, where I underwent quadruple bypass, and then
I returned to Silver Cross Hospital for cardiac
rehab.
       I know from experience that care is
disrupted when having to transfer a patient to
another hospital where their physicians don't
practice.  Continuity of area is so important to
patient recovery, and allowing Silver Cross to
perform comprehensive cardiac services will better
the lives of patients, patients who deserve the
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best possible care at the hospital of their
choice.
       As a patient and as a physician, I hope
the Board puts what is best for the patient above
all else when considering the project, and
I encourage this Board to favor Silver Cross
Hospital's open-heart surgical license.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       DR. HINDO:  Good morning, Mr. Chairman,
ladies and gentlemen, members of the Board.
Thank you for allowing me to address the Board.
       My name is Dr. Joseph Hindo, H-i-n-d-o.
I'm here to express my strong support for Silver
Cross Hospital obtaining an open-heart surgical
license.
       I am an internal medicine physician who
has practiced in the area for the past 33 years,
and over these many years I have had -- along with
my colleagues, cardiologists and other
specialists -- had to arrange to transfer some of
my patients to other hospitals for open-heart
surgery.  And I can assure you that in these
situations they were not only stressful for our
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patients and their families but were also
stressful for us as physicians to make sure that
they are receiving the appropriate care.
       Silver Cross has made great efforts in the
past five years to bring top expert care to our
patients locally.  They have done very well in
areas of cancer and stroke care, and now I feel
our cardiac patients deserve the same type of
care.
       So I respectfully encourage the Board to
vote in favor of Silver Cross' application and
thank you.
       DR. UDOVICH:  Good morning.  Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to talk.  I'm
Dr. Christopher Udovich, U-d-o-v-i-c-h.
       I'm a family medicine physician and chief
medical officer for Silver Cross Hospital.  I'm
here to express my full support for Silver Cross
Hospital in obtaining an open-heart surgical
license.
       I was born and raised in Joliet.  I've
been here in Will County my entire life.  I did my
training in Illinois and came back to the
Will County area to help my fellow family and
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community members receive better care.  This is
very important to me.
       I was able to join the Hedges Clinic in
Frankfort, and I've been there for nearly
two decades at this point.  Hedges Clinic is a
very established practice, named after Dr. Hedges,
who first practiced in Frankfort in 1908.  We have
very long relationships with our patients.  It's
very important for us, and we see it as a
community norm to have these long, lasting
relationships.
       As you can imagine, there's a lot of trust
engendered in these relationships.  Over the times
and over the years I've had to refer patients out
for open-heart surgery.  And as Dr. Hindo says,
nothing's harder for me than to talk to a patient
and tell them I can't help them along which
probably is a very difficult time in their life,
one of the most stressful times in their life,
having to send them to a different institution
where I'm not on staff, where I can't be there to
help them through the times that they need the
most -- it is extremely challenging -- and then
transfer them back and to try to figure out what
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happened at this institution and what medicines
they're taking.  Handoffs and transitions are a
very difficult part of the quality of care, and
having that information is vital.  Having me
involved in that will be extremely important to
me.
       Just over the last Thanksgiving, I had a
patient who was admitted to the hospital that had
chest pain, right -- the day before Thanksgiving
we decided we needed to transfer him.  So I'm
talking to my patient at a very stressful time,
right before the holiday -- and his family -- that
they have to be transferred to a different
institution and I can't be there for them.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       DR. UDOVICH:  Silver Cross has done a
phenomenal job.  I really support them in their
project, and my patients and my family would want
that, as well.
       Thank you.
       MS. MITCHELL:  The next group, Kathleen
McCahill, Manuela Botello, Peggy Maruszak,
Lori Paruszkiewicz, Dedria Galik.
       I love the variety of names, but you guys
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are really challenging me.
       (Laughter.)
       MS. MITCHELL:  Please, again, state your
name at the beginning of your remarks.  If you
have handwritten comments, give them to Mike
Constantino when you finish speaking, and you are
limited to two minutes.
       You may begin.
       MS. BOTELLO:  Good morning, everyone.  My
name is Manuela Botello, B, as in "boy," -o-t, as
in "Tom," -e-l-l-o.
       As a member of the Community -- of the
Silver Cross Healthy Community Commission board of
directors and a daughter of a heart condition
patient, I would like to take this opportunity to
express my support to Silver Cross Hospital to
expand their cardiac services by bringing
open-heart surgery to the residents of New Lenox
and its surrounding communities.
       As a board member of the Silver Cross
Healthy Community Commission, I am involved in
many projects addressing the needs in health care
in our community; however, I experience these on a
much more personal level with my father and his
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heart condition.
       During the last five years, my father has
been in need of medical services.  Silver Cross
has always been our hospital of choice; however,
due to my father's heart issues, we needed to pick
a hospital with open-heart surgery as a backup.
We could not take the risk of transferring my
father to another hospital, not only because -- he
does not speak English.  Someone had to be with
him, and I was the person who would have to
transfer both my father and my mom to the hospital
away.
       Silver Cross takes action when they see a
need in the community.  They are doing this by
addressing the need to have comprehensive cardiac
services so that people like my father can receive
the care at their preferred hospital.
       This project is about doing the right
thing for residents of our community, like my
father, residents who want choice and should have
a choice when making these important decisions
about where they receive health care.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. BOTELLO:  This project is good for the
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well-being of our community and in response to the
needs of their patients.
       Thank you.
       MS. ORLOVICH:  Good morning.  My name is
Ashley Orlovich.  I'm the intensive care nurse
manager at Silver Cross Hospital.
       Dr. Kathy McCahill was here this morning.
She is recovering from acute cardiac open-heart
and had to leave this morning due to being
fatigued.  So she did sign in; I was asked to
present for her.
       During this last month, Dr. McCahill went
to the Silver Cross emergency room because she was
not feeling well.  She quickly found out she
needed open-heart surgery.  Dr. McCahill has been
a neurologist at our hospital for the past
31 years and a resident of our community.  She
knows the hospital, the nurses, the doctors, and
all the staff very well.
       She knows the quality health care provided
on a daily basis, and, given the choice, she would
have chosen this hospital for her surgery.
Instead she had to be transferred out to another
hospital in the city, "several miles from my
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home."  This created undue burden and stress on
her and her family.  She could not receive care in
the place she felt most comfortable, a place that
she practices medicine and knows the physicians
and staff the best.
       Care is severely disrupted when this
occurs.  She was sent to a hospital with all new
physicians caring for her and ultimately returned
back to Silver Cross where staff and physicians
had to piece together her whole medical record in
order to create the best care plan for her
recovery and cardiac rehabilitation.
       From a physician perspective, Silver Cross
not having an open-heart license severely limits a
physician's ability to fully take care of her
patients, and now she's seen it firsthand from the
patient perspective, how much strain this puts on
a patient and their family members.
       There is no reason patients such as
herself should not be able to receive all of their
services at the hospital they choose.  Patients
should not have to be transferred to any other
hospital to treat -- to receive open-heart
services.  "I did not want this for myself," as
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she stated, and "I'm sure you would not want this
for your family member.  I hope the Board puts the
patient first when considering this project.  This
project is not about the numbers or rules but
about saving lives."
       She wanted to encourage --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. ORLOVICH:  -- to bring in the
open-heart surgical license.
       Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       MS. MARUSZAK:  Hello.  My name is Peggy
Maruszak -- it's M-a-r-u-s-z-a-k -- and I'm here
to express my full support of Silver Cross
Hospital obtaining an open-heart surgical license.
       I am a resident of New Lenox and value the
wide scope of services Silver Cross Hospital
offers; however, based on personal experience,
would like to see open-heart services added.
       My husband needed emergency triple bypass
heart surgery and had to go to another hospital
for care.  As residents of New Lenox, Silver Cross
is our hospital of choice and closest to home.
I had to travel 50 minutes each way to visit my

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 127

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

husband, and it narrowed my time to be with him
due to heavy traffic and delays.  That is almost
two hours of travel daily for 12 days due to a
complication added to an already stressful and
emotional time.
       If he were able to have surgery at Silver
Cross, my drive time would have been significantly
reduced to five minutes and I would have been able
to concentrate more on the most important thing,
the recovery of my husband.
       Silver Cross is our preferred hospital.
Its quality ratings and excellent customer service
make it stand out.  I hope the Board considers the
added stress of traveling to other hospitals
places on not only the patient but the family
members, as well.  Reduced travel alleviates
stress and would have allowed me to spend more
time with my husband at a time he needed me most.
       Silver Cross is a place we trust and feel
safe receiving care.  I don't want to see other
families have to deal with what I did.  I strongly
encourage the Illinois Health Facilities and
Services Review Board to vote in favor of Silver
Cross Hospital's open-heart surgical license.
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       MS. PARUSZKIEWICZ:  Good morning.  My
name is Lori Paruszkiewicz.  That's
P-a-r-u-s-z-k-i-e-w-i-c-z.
       I'm here to express my full support of
Silver Cross Hospital obtaining an open-heart
surgical license, Project 18-020.
       My husband has had several cardiac issues
over the years which have resulted in several
procedures.  As residents of Homer Glen, we would
have liked our closest and preferred hospital,
Silver Cross, to be able to perform all the
procedures, but some required open-heart services.
       As his wife, it was very stressful
watching my husband go through these procedures,
and adding that stress was the fact that we had to
travel 25 miles each way to receive these
services, allowing less time for me to spend with
him during his recovery and care.
       All of his physicians were at Silver
Cross, and it is a place we both choose when it
comes to our health care.  It was extremely
disappointing and nerve-racking to think we had to
choose an unfamiliar hospital for such an
important procedure.  Travel time and distance not
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only puts stress on the patient but quite a burden
on family members like myself and my children.
       I wanted to be as close as possible to him
during this time, and that wasn't feasible given
the distance between our home and the next
hospital offering these services.
       We come to Silver Cross because of the
quality care and the trust in the physicians and
their staff.  A hospital of Silver Cross' size,
scope, and quality should be able to provide
open-heart services.  In 2018 other hospitals of
like size have an open-heart license.  We should,
as well.
       This project is about providing the
residents of this community with a full-service
hospital and ensuring the lives of patients are
safe.  I encourage the Illinois Health Facilities
and Services Review Board to vote in favor of
Silver Cross Hospital's open-heart surgical
license so that other families do not have to go
through what we did.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Next group, Rita Larson,
John Kulovits, Sheri Podgorny, Ronald Tyssen, and
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Janice Sullivan.
       MS. LARSON:  My name is Rita Larson, and
I'm here to express my full support of Silver
Cross Hospital obtaining an open-heart surgical
license.
       I'm a resident of New Lenox, and my
husband was a patient at Silver Cross after his
heart attack.  He was in need of an open-heart
surgery, and he had to be transferred to another
hospital we were not familiar with.
       My husband and I would have preferred to
remain at Silver Cross for all his care.  It is
the place we both felt most comfortable with,
staff and the services there.
       It's troublesome to me knowing patients
have to be transferred out of such an exceptional
hospital because they are not able to perform
comprehensive cardiac services.  From experience,
this is not the best for the patient or the
family.
       We do stents and angiograms at Silver
Cross, and if there's a problem with the
procedure, the patient has to be transported to
another hospital, wasting valuable time.  I hope
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the Board considers the added stress transferring
a patient to other hospitals places not only the
patient -- not only places on the patient but the
family members, as well.
       I strongly encourage the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board to vote in
favor of Silver Cross Hospital's open-heart
surgical license.
       MS. PODGORNY:  Good morning.  My name is
Sheri Podgorny -- that's P-o-d-g-o-r-n-y -- and
I'm here to express my full support of Silver
Cross Hospital obtaining an open-heart surgical
license.
       First of all, I'd like to say I'm very
happy I'm here today because I was the patient.
I chose to have my procedure at Silver Cross, and
during that procedure it was discovered I would
need open-heart surgery immediately.
       I was shocked, along with my family, when
we were told I had to be airlifted out of the
hospital of my choice.  That cost for that airlift
alone was $36,500.  Not only was I scared, but
I had to go to an unfamiliar facility further from
my home.
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       I waited from eight o'clock p.m. to 2:30
in the morning for the airlift.  That's
6 1/2 hours of waiting for another hospital to
accept me for my heart, for my open-heart surgery.
Drive times tell one story, but they do not show
how long patients have to wait even to be accepted
at another hospital.  That was 6 1/2 hours of fear
for me and my family.
       And if my family was here right now,
they'd tell you it was the most fearful moment,
watching that helicopter leave with me.
Statistics can't measure what that feels like, and
I can't imagine any one of you would want that for
yourself or your family member -- sorry.
       Even after a 6 1/2-hour wait, I still
couldn't get my surgery until the next day.  It
was something I never wanted -- never wanted to
experience -- I never want to experience again and
don't wish upon anyone.  That is why I'm here
today.  If Silver Cross had open-heart surgery,
I would have been treated that day and been on the
road to recovery much quicker and more safely.
       I come to Silver Cross because of the
quality care I've always received and the trust in
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the physicians and the staff.  A hospital that
provides such wonderful care like Silver Cross
should be able to fully treat their patients.
I know that is what I would have preferred for
myself.
       I encourage the Illinois Health Facilities
and Services Review Board to vote in favor of
Silver Cross Hospital's open-heart surgical
license so that patients don't have to go through
what I did.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. PODGORNY:  You will, indeed, impact
and save patients' lives.
       Thank you.
       MS. SULLIVAN:  Good morning.  My name is
Janice Sullivan --
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Speak right into the
microphone, please.  You have to get closer to
the mic.
       MS. SULLIVAN:  Closer?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Yes.
       MS. SULLIVAN:  Okay.
       My name is Janice Sullivan.  And on
April 12th I, by an ambulance, was brought there.
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They didn't know what was wrong with me.  But
I called the ambulance.  No one was home.  And --
and after that I don't remember anything for
two weeks, so everything I know is -- my family
told me.
       So they took me to Silver Cross; took them
a while to figure out what I had.  I had a
thoracic aortic aneurysm, and I -- they could not
find a surgeon in all the area -- surrounding
areas -- to do the procedure for me.  Finally,
they found one at Christ, and I had to wait
seven hours in Silver Cross.  The doctor kept
coming in and telling my family, "Doesn't look
good, doesn't look good; I can't find a thoracic
surgeon."  So after seven hours they did find
one that had a cancellation, and that's why he
took me.
       I've never been to Silver Cross before,
and since I was transferred by ambulance, I still
don't know what it looks like because I just
wasn't conscious -- when I had my surgery at
Christ -- for two weeks because I was transferred
to a rehab.  So, you know, I almost died, of
course, and it's pretty sad, all the hospitals
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around, not one doctor would take me.
       So I hope the Board considers this when
deciding on whether or not to support this
project.  It's about much more than other
hospitals offering the services or the --
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. SULLIVAN:  -- or the capacity to do
so.  This project is about patients, like myself,
safety, and lives.
       Thank you.
       MR. KULOVITS:  Good morning.
       My name is John Kulovits, K-u-l-o-v, as in
"Victor" -i-t-s.  I'm here to express my full
support for Silver Cross Hospital obtaining an
open-heart surgical license under Project 18-020.
       Six years ago my wife and I purchased a
home in Lockport, Illinois, largely because of its
proximity to Silver Cross Hospital.  Over
the years we've used the hospital for outpatient
procedures, emergencies, and testing.  In April of
this year, I was undergoing presurgical testing
for foot surgery.  During the tests it was
discovered I needed open-heart surgery for triple
bypass.  Not only was this a devastating event for
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me, but I was also informed the surgery could not
be performed at Silver Cross.  This was very
disconcerting as I thought the hospital was full
service.
       The surgery was done at a hospital nearly
23 miles from my home, and my wife does not drive.
This created an extreme burden at a time I needed
physical and emotional support from my wife and
family.  I was constantly worried about
transportation back and forth to the hospital
instead of concentrating on my most important
thing, my health and recovery.
       As the area, city, and Will County
continue to grow, having a full-service hospital
to serve its needs would seem to be a prudent and
sensible decision so that families -- by the
Board -- so that families do not have to
experience what mine did.  I strongly encourage
the Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review
Board to vote in favor of Silver Cross Hospital's
open-heart surgical license.
       Unlike what opposition has stated
earlier -- they talked about profit and loss.
Accounting 101, folks.  It's basic.  Competition
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reduces cost.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MR. KULOVITS:  I support this and I hope
the Board will make a good decision.
       MR. TYSSEN:  My name is Ron Tyssen,
T-y-s-s-e-n.
       Last year, September, at work I had odd
pains in the chest, went to Silver Cross.  After
EKG and blood work, I find out that I did have a
heart attack.  Angiogram through Dr. Joseph
Stella, who recommended to have a triple bypass,
but the operation couldn't be done at Silver
Cross.  I had to be shipped over to somewhere
else.
       I've been living in New Lenox since '84,
and it's been our hospital, Silver Cross, since
then.  Our kids were born there, grandkids were
born there, other operations.  It would have been
nice, you know, for myself and my family if, you
know, they could have done the operation there
instead of sending me somewhere else.
       That's all I have to say.
       MS. MITCHELL:  The next group, six
individuals will be called.  This is the last
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group.
       Thomas Grabowski, Bruce Doornbos, Jaclyn
Doyle, Reverend Bennie Yarbough, Kyle Nelson, and
Steve Covey.
       Again, please state and spell your name at
the beginning of your remarks.  If you have
written statements, please give them to Mike
Constantino when you are done speaking.  And you
are limited to two minutes.
       You may begin.
       MR. COVEY:  Hi.  My name is Steve Covey.
My last name is spelled C-o-v-e-y.
       My story is from 2011.  At that time I was
a 25-year veteran of the Illinois State Police, in
pretty good shape, thought everything was going
well, but I also thought I had a real bad cold or
pneumonia.
       What it turned out is I had something
eating away at my aortic valve, which, by the
grace of God, my cardiologist, Dr. Sumida, caught
at Silver Cross, but they couldn't do anything
there.  I was shipped up to Loyola by ambulance
within a couple hours of seeing the doctor, and up
there they couldn't do surgery for a week.  So in
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the meantime my wife and family are waiting around
seeing if anything's going to break loose and
cause further problems.
       So the reason I'm here today -- it's not
for me.  I can deal with what I've got to deal
with.  But what my family went through, having to
drive to Loyola -- on a good day from where we
live -- always been a Will County resident, for
most of my life anyway.  On a good day it's under
an hour.  But for them to have to deal with that
versus going to somewhere local like Silver Cross,
a great hospital, that can be changed and I hope
it is.
       Thank you.
       MR. GRABOWSKI:  My name is Tom Grabowski.
I'm a resident of Will County and Homer Glen,
Illinois.
       I am in full support of Silver Cross
receiving approval.  On August 29th I had a bypass
surgery at Chicago University Medical.  I was a --
it was a robotics which I -- the recovery -- and
I was in and out of the hospital in two days from
the robotics.  The fact is it's a 21st century-
type procedure, no breaking of the ribs.  The fact
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is, if you qualify -- which I did -- I was able to
get by with a short recovery.
       I am 100 percent for Silver Cross
receiving the open-heart license and approval,
and, hopefully, the robotics is right back for
them, too.
       Thank you.
       MS. DOYLE:  Good morning.  My name is
Jaclyn Doyle.  I'm here to express my full support
of Silver Cross obtaining their open-heart
licensure, Project 18-020.
       I'm the daughter of Francisco Russo.  My
father came to Silver Cross for a routine calcium
screening score, which they offered as a special.
After his screening test results came irregular,
they told him he needed to either stay or seek
medical attention right away.  His score was
4,000, which, as you know, a normal calcium score
should not be over 150.
       He was immediately consulted by
Dr. Sankari, who took him in for a cath lab
procedure, an angiogram, and it was discovered
that he had some blockages up to a hundred percent
and that he needed open-heart surgery.
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       He was then forced to pick from a list of
hospitals and doctors that he was unfamiliar with.
He wanted to stay at Silver Cross for many
reasons.  I work at the hospital and have for
23 years.  He trusts the people there and the
doctors there, and it's very close to his
Homer Glen home.  Picking blindly from a list of
physicians is very scary.  Imagine having to do
that and knowing that you have the situation going
on with these kind of blockages.
       My mother would wake up in the middle of
the night to make sure he was still alive because
we had to wait.  Due to him being asymptomatic, he
was not put on the top of the list of the city
hospital that he chose but had to wait and was
bumped a couple different times.  So three weeks
of him worrying that any moment he would go into
cardiac arrest was very scary, emotionally and
physically.
       My father could have lost his life.  If
Silver Cross were able to offer the service, he
would have been treated and that would have
eliminated a significant amount of fear and
anxiety.
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       I'm here today to, hopefully, avoid this
for any family in the future.  I encourage the
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review
Board to vote in favor of Silver Cross' open-heart
licensure so that patients and family members
don't have to go through this.
       MR. ROATE:  Two minutes.
       MS. DOYLE:  Thank you.
       MR. DOORNBOS:  Hi.  My name is Bruce
Doornbos.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Sorry, Mr. Doornbos.  Can
you pull the microphone closer to you?
       MR. DOORNBOS:  I don't get told I don't
speak loud enough.
       (Laughter.)
       MR. DOORNBOS:  My name is Bruce Doornbos,
D-o-o-r-n-b-o-s.  Good morning.
       I'm here to express my full support of
Silver Cross Hospital obtaining an open-heart
surgical license, Project 18-020.
       I'm a resident of Lemont and found out
I needed a triple bypass.  I was very surprised to
learn that Silver Cross didn't offer this at the
hospital, as I go there for all my care and it is
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the hospital closest to my home.
       I had to receive care at another hospital
further from my house.  If I were able to have the
surgery at Silver Cross, my drive would have been
significantly -- significantly reduced and much
easier on me and my family.  Silver Cross' quality
ratings and excellent customer service make it
stand out.  Given the option, I would have had my
surgery there.
       I hope the Board considers that traveling
to the other hospitals places not only an
additional stress on the patient but on my family
members, as well.  Reduced travel alleviates
stress and would have allowed me to spend more
time on my -- on my recovery.
       I strongly encourage the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board to vote in
favor of Silver Cross Hospital's open-heart
surgical license so that others don't have to go
through what I did.
       Thank you.
       REVEREND YARBOUGH:  My name is Reverend
Bennie Yarbough.  The spelling of the last name is
Y-a-r-b-o-u-g-h.
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       Good morning.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Good morning.
       REVEREND YARBOUGH:  As a member of the
Silver Cross Community Commission board of
directors and assistant pastor of the St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church in Joliet, I would like
to take this opportunity to express my support to
Silver Cross Hospital to expand their cardiac
services by bringing open-heart surgery to the
residents of New Lenox and the surrounding
communities.
       Silver Cross Hospital continues to be a
leader in the community.  The leadership of Silver
Cross is very intensive and responsive to the
community need.  There is a high incidence of
heart disease in our community.  Heart disease is
treatable, and Silver Cross has developed a strong
cardiac program, including being the eighth
largest cardiac cath program in the state.  They
want to expand farther to meet a need that is not
yet met in our community, cardiac surgery.
       Most residents still have to leave the
area for cardiac surgery.  They would prefer to
have their cardiac surgery at Silver Cross, the
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hospital they prefer.
       The opposition to this project is
self-serving.  They want to continue to have
patients leave their county, leave their preferred
hospital, and travel miles and miles.  That is not
respectful of the residents of Will County and
Heart [sic] Services Area 9.
       This project is about patients' safety
and, most importantly, saving lives.  I humbly ask
that you vote yes in support of this project.
       Thank you so much.
       MR. NELSON:  Good morning -- for another
minute.  My name is Kyle Nelson, K-y-l-e
N-e-l-s-o-n.
       On the 29th of May of 2014, it started as
a normal day of mine -- for me.  I got up and went
to work, and by 7:30 in the morning, I didn't feel
well.
       I went to Silver Cross Hospital's
emergency room, where I ended up having a CT scan
and found out that I had an ascending aortic
dissection, a terrible diagnosis.  I knew it could
mean death.
       The hospital spent three hours trying to
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find a hospital in our service area and near
location that had a room and a physician
available, but we struck out with St. Joe's
Hospital, we struck out with Palos Hospital, and
we struck out with Naperville's Edward Hospital.
I ended up getting flown out in a $24,000
helicopter ride and thank God I'm here today to be
able to talk to you about it.  I strongly support
Silver Cross and this ability to have a open-heart
surgery program, and I hope that you'll be with us
on this.
       In my recollection, I don't ever remember
an open-heart program being denied by this Board,
and I hope you'll feel the same way today for
Silver Cross.
       Thank you.
       MS. MITCHELL:  That concludes public
participation.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  There are no items
approved by the Chair.
       There are no alteration requests.
       There are no declaratory rulings.
       There are no items under the Health Care
Worker Self-Referral Act.
       There's no status report on conditional or
contingent permits.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Now, there is a need to
reorder some of the items under applications
subsequent to initial review.
       So the Board will hear H-02, H-04, H-03,
and H-01 in that order.
       H-02 is Project No. 18-018, North Suburban
Pain & Spine Center.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-018, North Suburban Pain & Spine Center, to
establish a multispecialty ambulatory surgery
treatment center in Des Plaines.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Mr. Constantino.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicant proposes to establish a
multispecialty ambulatory surgical treatment
facility in Des Plaines, Illinois, at a cost of
approximately $4.1 million.  The completion date
is June 30th, 2020.
       We had findings related to this project.
We had no oppositions, no public hearing
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requested, and we did receive support letters from
one individual.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       Be sworn in.
       (Three witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Would you identify
yourselves and -- if you have comments.
       MR. SILBERMAN:  Thank you and good
afternoon.  My name is Mark Silberman, and I am
here with me -- with Dr. Darrel Saldanha, founding
member of Midwest Anesthesia and Pain Specialists,
as well as with Jack Axel.
       And I am briefly going to just set the
table and hand the matter off to Dr. Saldanha.
Dr. Saldanha is going to discuss the background of
this project and the role -- his background as a
physician, and then Mr. Axel is going to discuss
the specific points of nonconformance.
       What I just wanted to do is just describe
to everyone -- this is a surgery center that is
designed to address and focus on pain management,
and the reasoning is very simple:  There is an
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unquestionable need to bring a more comprehensive
and focused need to address nonsurgical and
surgical pain interventions focused on addressing
chronic pain, interventional pain management that
will provide options other than overreliance on
opioids, and this is something that this facility,
bringing both neurological and orthopedic as well
as pain management specialties, is focused and
designed to do.
       I think that it's very important to focus
on the fact that there was absolutely no
opposition to this project, and the reason that
there was no opposition is the fact that there is
a need for these services and for what
Dr. Saldanha is proposing to add to the community,
and we hope that that is a need that this Board
will acknowledge.
       And with that.  I will turn it over to
Dr. Saldanha.
       DR. SALDANHA:  Thank you, Mark.
Thank you, Jack.  Thank you, Board members.
Thank you, staff members.  Thank you to Andrew
Spence, who provided his public comment earlier
today in support of this application.
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       My name is Darrel Saldanha.  I'm a
board-certified pain management anesthesiologist
in the county of Cook.  And, unfortunately, our
neurosurgical colleague couldn't be here today due
to last-minute surgical demands.
       I wanted to give you a little background
about ourselves and the practice and the reason
behind this project.
       In 2014 three colleagues of mine joined
together to open up a holistic, patient-centric,
and collaborative clinic designed to combat the
opioid crisis as well as treat overmedicated/
undertreated patients in our general vicinity.
       About 30 months ago we opened up a
location in Des Plaines.  This practice has grown
rapidly from one practitioner to three
practitioners.  In this process we've added on
collaborative physicians such as pain
psychologists, nutritionists, addictionologists,
as well as collaborative surgeons such as
orthopedics and spinal surgery.  The latter two
are the specialties we have requested with this
application today.
       Some of the procedures I commonly perform
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are certain -- in the facility setting -- are
certain injections in the spine, stem cell
procedures of the spine, pain stimulators, as well
as pain pumps.
       Our orthopedic colleagues, they perform
stem cell procedures --
       THE COURT REPORTER:  I'm sorry.
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       DR. SALDANHA:  Some of our orthopedic
colleagues perform stem cell procedures in the
joints as well as scope procedures in the joints
as well as minimally invasive total joint
procedures.
       Our neurosurgical colleagues, they provide
minimally invasive spine techniques to decompress
the spine as well as minimally invasive spine
fusion procedures.
       As we have developed this practice, we
have sought out facilities in our service area to
help perform these procedures in a safe manner.
We first approached the hospitals.  Our roadblock
was, one, as far as a pain management standpoint,
none of the hospitals allowed us to be on the
staff due to exclusivity contracts that they had
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with all their anesthesia and pain management
groups within their hospital setting.
       We then approached the surgical center
setting and the centers within our service area.
We encountered a few problems.  Most of them also
had closed staffs which did not allow physicians
outside of their current staff to be on staff.
       The few that we did find to be amenable to
our procedures, one, did not have the equipment or
the ability for us to join but, more importantly,
did not accept the vast majority of our patient
population.  40 percent of our patient population
is Medicare and Medicaid, and none of these
centers accept these insurances.
       Secondly, none of the centers within our
area have capacity to perform neurological
procedures.  While we are strictly focusing on
spine surgeries from a neurological surgery
standpoint, none of the service-area surgery
centers actually do perform these -- are certified
to perform these procedures in this setting.
       The reason for this is unknown, as there
are other centers in the state that can do this,
and across the country there's a trend to bring
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outpatient -- spine surgeries to the outpatient
setting.  These surgeries and these procedures are
more effectively performed on an outpatient basis
and more cost-effectively based on -- performed on
an outpatient basis.
       We find that the combination of these
specialties will help bring a better collaborative
group to our practice and help create a better
piece to our multispecialty practice within the
Des Plaines area and the north suburban area.  We
look to see that this model will be replicated
throughout the area and, hopefully, throughout the
state as a model for helping bring alternatives to
opioid abuse and overuse.
       We thank you for your consideration.  We
hope you'll look favorably on this application,
and we hope you're as excited as we are about this
project.
       And with that, I turn it over to Jack Axel.
       MR. AXEL:  Thank you, Dr. Saldanha.
       I'm going to be addressing the review
criteria.  This project was reviewed against
24 criteria and standards and failed to meet 2.
       The first, Criterion 1110-235(C)(2), asks
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for documentation that the primary purpose of the
project will be to provide services to residents
of the area, with proof being provided in the form
of historical patient origin analyses showing a
minimum of 50 percent of the patients residing
within 10 miles of the ASTC.
       That documentation could not be provided
for this project because the pain management
specialists in Dr. Saldanha's practice opened
their Des Plaines office with a single physician
on a part-time basis about three years ago and
have since added a second and third physician,
which was done about a year ago.  The physicians
in this practice will account for approximately
85 percent of the referrals to the ASTC.
       As a result, the physicians' patient
origin will be very different when the ASTC opens
from what it is now, and there is every
anticipation that, by the time the ASTC opens in
about two years, the physicians' patient origin
will shift significantly and -- and will shift
sufficiently to ensure easy compliance with this
criterion.
       The second criterion is 1110-235(C)(7),
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which looks at the utilization levels of the
existing providers in the area.
       There are 10 ASTCs currently located
within a 10-mile radius of the proposed site.
None of them, however, can accommodate the
proposed mix of pain management, neurosurgery, and
orthopedic procedures proposed.
       Specifically, three of the ASTCs provide
endoscopy services exclusively, two operate with
closed medical staffs, one provides hand surgery
services exclusively, one provides GYN services
exclusively, one is a podiatry facility.  One
multispecialty ASTC has a closed anesthesia staff
and the pain management specialists are all
anesthesiologists.
       None of the multispecialty facilities with
open-staff models provide neurosurgery, and one --
the one ASTC approved for general -- excuse me --
and one ASTC is approved only for general surgery
and endoscopy.
       There's not a single ASTC in the service
area that can accommodate the three surgical
specialties to be provided at that center, at the
proposed center.

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 157

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       With that, we'd be happy to answer any
questions you may have.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Questions from Board
members?
       Doctor.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       My name is Arvind Goyal, and I represent
Medicaid on this Board, so I'm very pleased to
hear two things from you:  One, that you do serve
Medicare and Medicaid -- and I'm assuming that you
will continue to serve them once the ASTC is
approved.  Is that correct?
       DR. SALDANHA:  That is correct, and that
is one of the main reasons for us to establish
this facility.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Super.  Thank you.
       Secondly, I would like to speak for the
communities that I come from and the ones that
I represent, which is the opioid crisis is for all
of us.  It is in all our communities.  It is here
and 75 percent of the cases -- I'm told by DEA --
it starts with an opioid prescription.
       I think your emphasis is right on the
mark.  It will be very interesting, very
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educational for us, maybe a year later -- or maybe
you already know this -- how many of your pain --
established chronic pain patients were managed
without opioids.
       And for that reason, even though I do not
have a vote, I would suggest to the Board that
they favorably consider your application.
       DR. SALDANHA:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes.
       In terms of opioids, do you still use
them?
       DR. SALDANHA:  We use them in limited
cases.  But the reason we do have to use them is
because so many of our patients come to us with
opioids.  We just simply cannot cut them off.
       Our protocol is to wean them off and use
these alternative methods to take them off of
opioids.  There are plenty of other medications
out there and plenty of other options for these
patients.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  To follow that up, what
percentage are on opioids, the percentage going
off, and then the efficacy of the procedure you're
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using once they go off?  So it's actually three
questions at once.
       DR. SALDANHA:  Well, I would say, as a
general question, nearly 80, 90 percent of the
patients come in with some sort of opioid
prescription.  That's why they're referred to us.
       There's a general scare within the --
frankly -- the medical community outside the pain
management specialty to even prescribe anything
with a scheduled prescription, so they come to us
vastly overprescribed.
       Every patient has, therefore, been weaned
automatically because there's not a single study
out there that shows that chronic opioid
medications provide any sort of long-term pain
relief.  So by virtue of our practice, we begin to
wean.
       Can I give you a precise percentage of
that?  Not off the top of my head.  I would say
90 percent of our patients begin their first visit
with weaning off their medication.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Now, in the opioid case,
do patients generally habituate to them?  And how
long is that -- does that clearly have no
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effect -- removal effect?
       DR. SALDANHA:  So that's the issue.  So we
take a detailed, comprehensive history of each of
our patients.  Some of them come in -- I guess the
biggest problem is a lot of these patients have
had surgeries in the recent past and they're given
a, you know, 10-day Norco prescription from
their -- from their surgeon without any follow-up.
       And these patients continue to have pain,
and then they go to their primary care doctor, and
they continue to give them Narco.  Before you know
it, they're on 180 Norco pills a month.  And then
their primary care doctor gets uncomfortable or
they're scared and then they're thrown out on the
street, and then they look for alternatives to
Norco, which is heroin, fentanyl, morphine in the
street.
       So every case is different, so we treat
every patient differently.  There are some
statistics nationwide to show some of these -- how
things can be intervened appropriately.  But
I will tell you, even in big pain management
groups such as ASA, they don't have any good
studies to show how interventional techniques and
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multimodal techniques help wean these patients
off, which is what we are trying to do and study
in our practice.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  You also mentioned stem
cells.  What were you doing with them in terms of
pain management?
       DR. SALDANHA:  So stem cells -- it's sort
of a non-FDA labeled term.  It's technically
called regenerative medicine.
       But what we do is we harvest our own cells
or donor cells from either our blood or our bone
marrow.  We spin it down and we inject it into the
joints of the spine.
       While that is typically not covered by
insurance currently, we run several clinical
trials to provide these free of charge to our
patients, and we find this to be actually better
technique than what's traditionally used to inject
patient's joints and spines, which are steroids,
which are also found to not be very effective in
the long term.
       So we're looking for further, newer
techniques to help combat some of these older ways
of -- even some of the things that my specialty
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has been doing for the last 20 years.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Mr. Chairman, would you
allow me one other comment?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Sure.  Go ahead.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  The stem cells -- I just
wanted to be sure I said this.
       Currently Illinois Medicaid is precluded
from covering experimental therapies, only
approved for some types of cancers.  And with that
exception we do not currently cover stem cells for
joint issues because it is still considered
experimental.
       DR. SALDANHA:  I completely understand
that, which is why we run clinical trials, to
allow some of these patients who do not have
coverage -- actually, most insurances are of that
same manner.  So we run clinical trials within our
practice to help show these procedures to be
effective so that -- someday they're going to go
before -- these insurance companies -- before the
State to show these should be reimbursed, that
these should be done.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I had a question
about -- it's not a question.  It's more of a
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comment.
       We've been in this dilemma before,
I think, as a Board with ambulatory surgery
treatment centers where the proposal revolves
around, essentially, a specialty or a category of
service and the existing ambulatory surgery
treatment centers are either general or they focus
on other things; like you mentioned, hand and
things like that.
       And we don't have criteria for each of
those categories to look at the need in the
planning area, so it seems here that this
unnecessary duplication of service/
maldistribution/impact on other facilities
criterion has to be viewed in that context.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yeah.  We're looking at
capacity within that given 10-mile radius.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Right.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  That's what we're
charged to do.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  But I guess I would ask,
is anyone else in that radius or in the planning
area doing the neurological functions, that kind
of work?

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 164

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       MR. AXEL:  There is one multispecialty
surgery center that does neurosurgery.  That
center is owned by a hospital.  It has a closed
anesthesia staff, so Dr. Saldanha and his
associates would not be able to get privileges
there.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do you know what their
utilization looks like?
       MR. AXEL:  If I remember correctly, their
utilization was quite high, and their neurosurgery
utilization was something like 150, 175 cases
a year.
       That's my recollection.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       Another thing I need clarification on.
I think, Doctor, you said that your medical staff
couldn't get privileges at some of the other
places, and it had to do with your payer mix,
including a lot of Medicare and Medicaid.
       Now, how -- are you speculating that that
was the reason?  Or did they just put in writing
that their rejection of the privileges had to do
with your payer mix?
       DR. SALDANHA:  No.  They were allowing us
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to be on staff, but we could not bring our
Medicare and Medicaid patients there, so we'd have
to fragment our privileges.
       So a lot of our patients are being
shuttled outside the service area, which you can
imagine is pretty terrible for a patient in
chronic pain.  So for us to say, "Okay.  We have
to schedule our Medicare patients 20, 25 miles
away and then we can bring our private patients,
you know, close to home" -- I thought it was a
little bit unfair to our own patients and -- as
well as to the schedule of the patients,
inefficiency to our staff who are trying to take
on this huge influx of patients.  So we're trying
to make things efficient so we can provide a
better care model.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Other comments or
questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  The roll
call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Chairman.
       Motion made by Ms. Murphy; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
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       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  I am voting yes due to
the testimony I've heard today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on an almost
positive State report and, also, testimony here
today to clarify.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I'm voting yes because
of testimony and the majority approval by the
State staff.
       MR. ROATE:  Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  I'm voting yes because
this is somewhat a new model.  We tend to compare
everything by old models, procedures, approved,
and this is going to something new, so, therefore,
yes.  I'm excited about it.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  I'm voting yes based on
the report and then the explanations provided in
today's testimony.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah, I vote yes.
       I think that the -- I agree with the
testimony about the patient origin, that it's
impossible to meet that right now but it's
reasonable to expect that it will be met, and then
the dilemma we have with this category of service.
       So I vote yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       DR. SALDANHA:  Thank you, Board members.
Thank you, staff members.
       MR. SILBERMAN:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next project is
H-04, Project No. 18-020, Silver Cross Structural
Heart Program.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-020, Silver Cross Structural Heart Program,
to establish an open-heart surgery category of
service.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Oh, that's right.  You need to swear them
in once they get everyone ready.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Eight witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose to establish an
open-heart surgery program on the campus of Silver
Cross Hospital in New Lenox, Illinois.  The cost
of the project is approximately $22.2 million, and
the completion date is June 30th, 2020.
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       We did have opposition to this project; we
did receive support letters, also.  We did have
findings related to this project.  No public
hearing was requested.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Oh, I'm sorry.
Excuse me.
       We did receive a comment on the
State Board staff report.  I believe it's going to
be discussed this afternoon.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  If you
have -- you should identify yourselves, and then
we'll hear comments that you have for the Board.
       MS. COLBY:  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
and thank you, members of the Board, for hearing
our application today.
       MS. MITCHELL:  I'm sorry.  Before you
begin, I just wanted to make sure -- has staff had
an opportunity to review the visuals?
       Great.  Thank you.
       MR. GREEN:  They're pulled from the --
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your regs.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
       MS. MITCHELL:  You might want to pull the
microphone up.
       MS. COLBY:  Okay.
       Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the
Board, for hearing our application today.
       I am Ruth Colby, the president and chief
executive officer of Silver Cross Hospital.  I'm
joined here today by Ed Green to my left, legal
counsel for Silver Cross from Foley & Lardner.
       To my right is Dr. Pat Pappas, president
of Cardiothoracic & Vascular Surgical Associates.
       To Ed's left is Dr. Abdul Sankari, chief
of staff at Silver Cross, president of Heartland
Cardiovascular, and medical director of cardiac
cath services at Silver Cross Hospital.
       To his left is Dr. Joseph Stella, chairman
of Silver Cross Hospital cardiology committee and
president of Heart Care Centers of Illinois.
       To his left is Dr. David Mikolajczak, an
emergency room physician and medical director of
Silver Cross EMS, emergency medical services; Mary
Bakken, our executive vice president and chief
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operating officer; and Geoff Tryon to her left,
vice president of operations.
       And I'd like to thank you for granting an
expedited hearing for this much-needed project.
We're here today to talk about our patients,
patients that choose Silver Cross as their
hospital.  We're here to talk about patient
safety.  We're here to talk about time and
expertise that can make the difference between
life and death.  We're here to ask permission to
expand an existing service line where we've
demonstrated unparalleled growth and outstanding
clinical outcomes.
       You heard from many administrators today,
from multimillion-dollar systems with corporate
headquarters outside the state of Illinois --
AMITA, Ascension, Franciscans -- but you also
heard today from our patients, people who took off
work to share their experiences with you that were
emotional and scary, that had long wait times,
that found that there was no place for them to be
transferred, and these are the people that we
serve at Silver Cross and that we represent today.
       It was 11 years ago that this Board
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approved the replacement hospital, and you clearly
saw and believed in our vision, and we've worked
hard to make that vision a reality.  We have
exceeded every projection that we put in our
original application for the replacement hospital.
       I think one person said this morning that
our projections are unlikely.  None of Silver
Cross' projections have ever been unlikely, and
we've never missed the mark of any of them.
       If you were to come to New Lenox today,
you would see a thriving medical center.  We've
attracted the best of the best to our campus,
University of Chicago, Lurie Children's Hospital,
Loyola Medical Center, the Shirley Ryan
AbilityLab.  Our admissions exceed 2,000 per year,
22,000 surgeries, 250,000 outpatient visits, and
3,500 catheterization procedures.
       Let me just put that in perspective for
you for one minute.  Edward Hospital, who's
opposed our application, in their hospital profile
performed 2,968 procedures, 546 less than Silver
Cross.
       St. Joseph's Hospital, 2,321 procedures,
over a thousand less than Silver Cross.  Palos
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Hospital, 1,783, 50 percent less than Silver
Cross.
       We have a thriving cardiac program, and
now we need to expand and be able to offer the
continuity of care that our patients deserve.
I don't think that any hospital's ever been denied
the opportunity to expand a service line on its
own campus.
       Not only are we well-positioned to expand
cardiac services; we have a safety record that
proves it.  We've received an A rating from the
Leapfrog safety group eight consecutive times, and
we received five stars from the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, which only 9 percent
of hospitals in the entire country get, and we are
the only one in HSA 9.
       You've heard about our work on the old
campus and the promises we've made and the
wonderful veterans community we've created, so
I won't go into that.  Our behavioral health
hospital will open in just a few short weeks.
       And now, consistent with our mission of
serving the community, we have identified another
pressing need, and that is serving those people
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who have cardiac disease.  It's important for you
to know that every three years we complete a
community needs assessment in conjunction with
AMITA St. Joe's Hospital, Edward Hospital, the
Will County Health Department, and several other
agencies.  It is undeniable that there's a need
for more cardiac services in our county.
       Prevalence of heart disease is 15 percent
in Will County, which equates to more than
100,000 people.  The numbers are alarming, but
even more alarming are the number of patients
traveling outside planning area HSA 9 for heart
surgery.  According to the 2017 Illinois State
data, 69 percent of residents in the service area
who need heart surgery leave the community for
their care.
       Contrary to what one of the opposition
letters stated, the number of cardiac surgeries
originating in our service area has actually
increased by 6.9 percent, and in Will County alone
the number has increased by 13.9 percent.  So
heart surgeries are not going away.
       I would venture to say that HSA 9 is an
underserved area when it comes to cardiac care and
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that we expect the situation to worsen with the
growing population, the aging population, and the
increase in heart disease.
       I think there's a huge difference between
an underutilized program and an underserved
community, and, frankly, the hospitals objecting
have the ability within their systems to
collaborate and to consolidate care, closing
underutilized programs within their systems.
AMITA, Edward-Elmhurst, the Franciscans all have
underperforming cardiac surgery programs and the
ability to close them down, but their
underperforming programs have no relationship with
the patients that choose to come to Silver Cross.
       Open-heart surgery in a community is -- at
a community hospital -- is now the norm for a
hospital of our size and our capabilities.
According to 2017 HG data, of the 38 hospitals
with 300 beds or more, only 3 do not have an open-
heart license, and Silver Cross is one of them.
And as Reverend Yarbough said, we do have the
eighth largest cardiac catheterization program in
the state of Illinois, the eighth largest in the
state.
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       So this is not an application based on the
premise of "build it and they will come."  Our
patients are already here.  We're asking to extend
the existing service line.
       In response to the State agency report,
number one, Silver Cross does meet State Criterion
1110.220(B)(2) for open-heart surgery, which
clearly states the requirement of 750 cardiac
caths per year.  Remember, in 2017 we performed
3,514 procedures.
       Number two, duplication of services.
Under the new normal travel time and distance
rules, Administrative Code 1100.501(D)(1), which
was approved in March 2018, a 10-mile radius
should be used for a review of duplication of
services.  That rule is indisputable.
       Only one hospital is within 10 miles of
Silver Cross, and that hospital is performing
above the State standard.  In fact, the
cardiologists who are here with me today, they
both represent two of the largest cardiology
groups in our area, if not the state.  They have
privileges at that other hospital, and they still
believe and endorse Silver Cross' program for
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cardiac surgery.
       And number three, our costs are consistent
with the State standards.  The replacement
hospital was built with easy expansion options as
we anticipated growth.  This is a cost-effective
way to add capacity, and the project will be
funded with cash.  Our cost per square foot of
$515.23 is less than the RSMeans 2018 data of
$543.15, $28 under the State standard.
       Finally, if this project is approved
today -- and I hope that it will be -- we will be
partnering with Cardiothoracic & Vascular Surgical
Associates, a group of highly skilled cardiac
surgeons who are known for innovation, for
outstanding outcomes, and high patient
satisfaction.  Just like we've done with our other
partnerships in oncology and in pediatrics and in
rehab, we're bringing the best of the best to our
campus, and I certainly take issue with anyone who
says that we will not have a quality program.  We
always provide quality programs.
       So now I'd like to ask Dr. Pat Pappas to
talk about how cardiac care has changed, the plans
for cardiac services at Silver Cross, and explain
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the importance of safety for our patients.
       Dr. Pappas.
       DR. PAPPAS:  Thank you very much, Ruth.
       My name is Pat Pappas, P-a-p-p-a-s, and
I'm the president of Cardiothoracic & Vascular
Surgeons.  I've been a heart surgeon for 29 years.
I've performed over 15,000 open-heart surgeries.
We have worked in 15 hospitals throughout the
city.
       I have been before this Board my entire
career.  I was -- starting with Edward Hospital
when I was first hired, Good Shepherd, Condell,
AMITA Hospitals, and I now come in support of the
Silver Cross Hospital -- Palos Hospital, also.
       25,000 people die of heart disease in the
state of Illinois every year.  1,300 of those
patients are in Will County.  This is a tragedy
that -- this is what we have devoted our entire
life to doing.
       I think it's important that you understand
that I come here, also, as a doctor who accepts
1,000 transfers of open-heart patients a year.
The transfer process is extraordinarily
cumbersome, extraordinarily difficult.  It is
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nowhere near like an Uber ride that's 30 minutes
from door to door.  These patients are very
complicated, requiring, sometimes, helicopters.
The cost is astronomical; the uncertainty is
astronomical.
       As we sit here today, there's a patient
from one of the hospitals that's opposing us that
called me at six o'clock this morning, and the
patient just arrived -- just before I started
talking here -- to our hospital.  These hours are
really important.
       I want to talk mainly about the face of
heart surgery, the rules and regulations that we
are under.  And if you stop and just think -- I'm
Greek; I like to philosophize.  You guys have
approved hospitals that have revolutionized the
care in the communities that they're in.  You've
saved countless thousands of lives by allowing
these hospitals to do heart surgery in these
communities, and they were all radically opposed
as I sat and listened to all the opposition over
the years I've been doing this.
       Now we have Condell with a Level I trauma
center; we have all these -- Good Shepherd has
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revolutionized the universal bed system.  AMITA
Health Care is just booming, all because of your
ability to allow us to provide this very, very
critical health care.
       But let me talk about heart surgery
briefly.  When I first started, heart surgery was
fairly simplistic in a sense.  We did bypass
surgery and we did valve surgeries, and these
patients would be identified and then they could
be transferred to wherever it was.  I trained at
Northwestern and we used to get transfers all the
time.  These transfers were stable patients that
could ride in an ambulance and frequently would be
transferred by being discharged and drive
themselves.
       Now one-half of the surgeries I do are
acute surgeries.  In this last week alone, we have
operated on a woman who gave birth and had a
massive embolism to her lungs.  We've operated on
a woman who gave birth who had massive heart
failure.  We've operated on aortic dissections, as
you've heard today.  We've operated on people who
had head traumas, people who have severe heart
failure, people who have massive acute MIs.  These
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people need immediate care.  Transferring them
puts us in an extremely difficult position.
       We have forced our emergency room to
become clerks.  As soon as somebody comes in with
this critical illness, they get on the phone and
just start spray-calling everyone, and this takes
a lot of time, takes a lot of effort, and it
takes -- most importantly, it is completely
defusing what we're supposed to be doing for them
there.
       And so these patients are all alive now
because of what we were able to offer them at the
institutions that we work at, which we would
duplicate at Silver Cross.
       I think it's also really important to say
that when I was leaving Silver Cross last week,
the irony did not escape me that in my trip back
to Christ Hospital, where I work mostly, four of
the six people that are opposing this were calling
me, asking me to transfer patients out of their
institution to me.
       And so this is a very difficult thing with
these patients getting so sick.  We need to be
able to do heart surgery at Silver Cross Hospital
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to save lives.  People will not die if we're able
to do this.  And this is an important issue, and
I really want to bring this up as a husband and as
a father and as a son.
       There have been people who have died
waiting for transport.  There have been people --
we had a patient this week we gained from one of
these hospitals that we operated on after --
24 hours after he came after a prolonged transfer,
and I pronounced him dead at one o'clock this
morning.  That was brutal.  We cannot depend on
traffic and ambulances and weather and helicopters
to stop us from doing what we're trained to do.
       I really appreciate the effort that you
guys have put forth and all the thought you do.
I strongly encourage you to approve this project.
       MS. COLBY:  Dr. Sankari.
       DR. SANKARI:  Good afternoon.  My name is
Abdul Sankari, S-a-n-k-a-r-i.
       I am the president of the medical staff at
Silver Cross, and I have been the -- serving as
the cath lab director for the past 10 years at
Silver Cross.  My colleagues and I have performed
multiple cardiac procedures.
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       The volume of the cardiac procedures have
risen significantly in the past 10 years, but also
the complexity of the patients that we see have
risen.  Having the ability to have a backup bypass
program on-site is absolutely necessary to operate
at full service at our hospital for our patients.
       One of the most complex procedures we
perform are those patients who come into the
hospital with ST-elevation MI.  This is the
massive heart attack that you see on TV, patient
with gripping chest pain, some of them arresting
either en route to the hospital or in our
emergency room or in our own cath lab.
       We've heard various testimonies today,
ladies and gentlemen, from patients who describe
their opinion and their experience at Silver
Cross.  The group you haven't heard from are those
unlucky patients who died in our cath lab waiting
for transfer.
       It emotionally destroys you, as a
physician, to experience that.  It is far more
than 30 minutes' ambulance ride, ladies and
gentlemen.  It is finding a surgeon who's
available at the time at a hospital who has bed
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and OR availability at the time, multiple phone
calls.  You're standing in the control room while
your patient is infarcting and dying on the table.
It destroys you for weeks as a physician.  It
honestly does.
       I urge you to consider this -- our ability
to save those patients, their families.  The value
of the patient and families' lives in our service
area in New Lenox and Homer Glen are not less than
the value of our patients in West Joliet and
Edward, and I practice in both hospitals.
       Look.  I'm not -- I'm not naive.  I'm one
of the few physicians you're going to hear from
today who has a board certification in
interventional cardiology and an MBA in health
care administration.  I understand the impact in
dollars and cents and quality of those -- on the
other programs in our area.  I'm here to tell you
that this pales in comparison of the impact on our
communities if we do not get this CON approved.
       I pray that you'll make the right
decision, and I thank you for your time.
       I turn the mic to Dr. Joseph Stella.
       DR. STELLA:  Thank you.
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       My name is Dr. Joseph Stella.  I'm a
cardiologist from Heart Care Centers of Illinois.
I also serve as chairman of Silver Cross'
cardiology committee.
       I echo Dr. Sankari's sentiments.  For more
than 50 years our group has delivered cutting-edge
cardiovascular care to the southwest corridor in
the Chicagoland area.  We see over 150,000 patients
a year in our six offices.
       We have a variety of cardiologists that we
work with in our group, and these include vascular
surgeons, as well.  It's my opinion that Silver
Cross desperately needs a surgical heart program
in order to fully deliver a wide spectrum of
cardiovascular care to the deserving patients.
       We are seeing an increased amount of
patients in need of advanced heart care.  People
come into the emergency department sicker than
they've ever been.  And in our other institutions
where we practice we have the ability to offer
them cutting-edge technology and state-of-the-art
treatment modalities that have saved lives.
I cannot do that at Silver Cross without surgical
backup.
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       We need that desperately in order to
preserve lives and to take care of our patients to
the utmost ability that we can.  I believe that
Silver Cross currently is the busiest hospital in
Will County for treating acute heart attacks, bar
none.  And yet, despite being the busiest and yet
when we look at the numbers that Ms. Ruth Colby
told us earlier, we are one that does not have
a surgical heart program.  To me, that's
mind-boggling.
       Our cardiac cath volume is the eighth
largest in the state of Illinois.  That's
impressive.  But think about who we're competing
against in the state.  There's five universities.
Five.  And if you consider Christ, that makes six.
And we're the eighth busiest.
       We have had no heart program in terms of a
surgical perspective for some time.  If we had
that, our volumes would undoubtedly be larger.  We
would be able to attract our own patients and keep
them in our backyard where they deserve and are
fully appreciative for the care we give them.
They would not have to travel.
       Most importantly, we need to put ourselves
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in our patients' shoes.  Your spouse or your loved
one comes to Silver Cross in the throes of an
acute heart attack or an aortic dissection or a
massive pulmonary embolus.  They're unstable.  We
do our best.
       They're hooked up to a ventilator.
They're placed on drugs to maintain their blood
pressure.  Many times a pump is inserted through
their leg which sits outside their heart in order
to help support them.  They're then loaded into an
ambulance in an attempt to ship them somewhere.
       This process does not occur in 30 minutes.
As Dr. Sankari alluded to, it takes at least
30 minutes to get an ambulance to come.  It
takes hours to find a place to receive your
patient.  All during that time this patient, in
their most critical hour, may be slipping away.
       When I say "we transfer people," I say we
transfer people and good luck if you can.  And
I mean good luck.  Has anybody here ever driven on
I-80 or on 355 during rush hour? during a storm in
the winter?  Have you ever driven it during
construction season?  Traffic does not move.  It
stands there.  It may take you an hour to get an
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ambulance and a transferring facility.  Traffic
continues.
       That delay is immeasurable in time.  Time
is muscle from a cardiac perspective.  The more
time that passes by, the more muscle dies, the
less likely that patient is to recover, the less
likely they are, if they do recover, to lead a
meaningful existence.  Time is critical.  Time
delays can be fatal.
       Opposition to this program states that
transfers are always available.  You heard from
several of my patients this morning that that is
not true.
       You heard from my patient Janice Sullivan
today.  She waited in the ER for 6 1/2 hours at
Silver Cross.  Every single hospital here that
opposed our application today was called to accept
her for a transfer.  They all declined for one
reason or another.  They declined.
       6 1/2 hours later she was airlifted to
Christ Hospital in very unstable condition via
helicopter.  While being prepped in the operating
room, she died.  By the grace of God and the
skills of the surgical team there, she was
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resuscitated and was here today to tell her story.
There's others who have not been as fortunate to
do that.
       Her mortality is directly related to the
delay in treating her.  She had an aortic
dissection.  The mortality increases from 2 to
4 percent per hour that that patient does not get
to the operating room, 2 to 4 percent per hour
increase in her mortality.  She, fortunately,
survived.
       We're the eighth busiest cath lab in
Illinois, and our volume continues to grow.  Other
people have made mention regarding volume.
Recently CMS released data in October, with a
final report due in June of 2019, regarding data
for TAVRs and regarding data for programs.
       The nutshell from what they stated was
that volume requirements are less important than
the detrimental effect of limiting access to TAVR
and other high-end cardiovascular services as long
as experienced surgeons and cardiologists are
there to develop a program.
       We have one of the busiest and most
esteemed surgeons that Ms. Colby has been able to
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attract to come to Silver Cross, along with two
cardiology groups that are undoubtedly probably
the busiest in the city that are there willing to
help advance the treatment of heart care in
Will County at Silver Cross Hospital.
       In my mind, this is about commitment,
commitment to patient care.  Silver Cross has
shown this.  They have built a hospital on quality
metrics.  They have enticed the best of the best,
as we have heard today.  We have Rehabilitation
Institute of Chicago; we have Lurie Children's
Hospital, the University of Chicago, and Loyola
for neurosciences.
       They're dedicated to their area and to
Will County.  They built a new mental health
facility.  No one else has.  They've done what
they've done for the veterans on their old campus.
That's commitment.  I don't see anybody else doing
this.
       This level of commitment also extends to
physicians.  When I have a critically ill patient
and I look at that patient in the emergency room
and I look at their family, I look at them in the
eye, and my vow is to do the best I can to save
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their life, to employ whatever ability I have and
technology I have in order to do so.  I should be
able to offer them a full spectrum of
cardiovascular care to give them the best chance
to survive.
       I don't think any human being in this room
would disagree with that statement.  The handcuffs
need to be removed.  We need to be allowed to do
this.  In my opinion, this entire issue should not
be about politics or cost but offering lifesaving
treatment.  It should not ever be debated, nor
should it be withheld.
       In my view, it's against the ethics of
medicine to endanger patients by not allowing them
access to treatments in the cath lab or the
operating room which give them the best chance to
survive.
       I respectfully ask you to allow us to
further our commitment as physicians and Silver
Cross' commitment to our patients by expanding our
services.  The handcuffs need to be removed.  One
death is one too many.
       Thank you.
       MR. GREEN:  Again, my name is Ed Green.
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I'm -- oh, is Dr. Dave going to go?  Sorry.
       DR. MIKOLAJCZAK:  Are you okay with me
here?
       MR. GREEN:  You're good.
       DR. MIKOLAJCZAK:  Thanks.
       My name is David Mikolajczak.  Last name
is M-i-k-o-l-a-j-c-z-a-k.  I'm an emergency
department physician at Silver Cross, and I'm the
EMS medical director for Silver Cross EMS.
       I oversee the prehospital medical care for
approximately 1500 paramedics in southern Will
County -- in Will County, southern Cook, and parts
of Grundy County, and I'm here to ask the Board
for their vote in favor of this project.
       Silver Cross needs and deserves and our
community needs and deserves the enhanced
cardiovascular capabilities that we're asking for
today.
       The paramedics will tell you that a
30-minute transport time is basically seen on
MapQuest or Google.  If they try to transport a
patient from Silver Cross to one of the other
hospitals, travel times are very rarely
30 minutes.
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       If you can imagine what it's like to be in
the back of an ambulance with a critically ill
patient for 30 minutes, for 45 minutes, or
an hour, it's a lifetime, and it can be the
patient's lifetime in that ambulance.  And,
unfortunately, we have had patients who have
expired between leaving the emergency department
or the cath lab and arriving at the designated
facility.
       The stories you heard about transfers are
true.  I work daily in the emergency department,
and I can tell you that it's rarely the case that
a transfer is accepted and accomplished in
30 minutes.  That's the rarity.  Most of the time,
as you heard, it's several hours or more that it
takes for us to transport these critically ill
patients from our facility to another facility for
their final care.
       The delays are a safety concern.  We pride
ourselves on providing safe, excellent care at
Silver Cross, and when we have to transfer people,
we feel that we're letting them down.  It's an
unnecessary risk to our patients.  We have the
facilities, we have the expertise, and Silver
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Cross has a history of bringing in the best and
brightest to provide this to our community.
       I've been at Silver Cross for 30 years.
It's the closest hospital to my home.  As I age,
these things become more important to me, and they
become more important to our community as we have
an aging population.
       Silver Cross has grown from a small
community hospital to a regional referral center,
and the one peck that we have remaining is the
cardiovascular services, so I would ask you
wholeheartedly to please support this project.
       Thank you.
       MR. GREEN:  And now I was going to go
last.  Normally, as the lawyer, I always seem to
think that everyone wants to hear me, and I was
about to give you a 25-minute continuing legal
education session on your own regulations, but I'm
going to cut it short because I actually think we
have heard incredibly compelling clinical
testimony today that should be more than enough to
push this over the finish line.
       But know this:  There were 18 criteria
that Silver Cross satisfied and 3 criteria that
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they did not.  As I detailed in our response to
that State agency report, I actually think the
Planning Board was wrong on all three of those.
I think Silver Cross met all 21 criteria.
       The three criteria that you said they did
not meet I think was based on a misinterpretation
of the establishment of the open-heart section,
1110.220(B)(2), and I have a giant board over here
that has the word -- I have a giant board over
here that has the word "or" written between two
clauses, and Contract Interpretation 101 would
say, "When you see an 'or,' you need to read an
'or.'"
       Should I put out the boards?
       Okay.  I'm putting out the boards.
       I'm not going to give you all the boards,
just the good boards.
       Okay.  The first section of the three
sections that Silver Cross --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We can't see the staff
with that.
       (Laughter.)
       MS. MITCHELL:  That was intentional.
       MR. GREEN:  There you go.
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       You will see there are two words in this
regulation -- this is the first regulation that
Silver Cross allegedly did not meet, 1110.220(B)(2).
There are two words that I want you to focus on,
"or" and, down here, "referred."
       The State agency report concluded that
Silver Cross had to meet Section 1A and
Section 1B, that they basically had to establish
a minimum of 200 open-heart procedures
historically or -- or transfers, I should say,
historically -- or 750 cardiac caths.  The word
"or" implies, at least to me, that they only have
to satisfy 1A or 1B.
       Well, then there's a question, "What's
this second sentence mean down here where it sort
of repeats?"  Well, to me, Sentence 2 qualifies
Section 1A.  So if you wanted to go under A, you
need to meet the second sentence.
       How do I know I'm right?  Because you've
got another regulation that says the same thing,
just "or."
       There's the "or" again.  And, notice, this
time we don't have that last sentence trying to
qualify the first sentence.  We've just got an
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"or."
       Silver Cross has clearly satisfied the
second "or."  They've done more than 750 caths; in
fact, they've done closer to 3500.
       Nope.  Nope.
       How do I know I'm right?  Because you've
previously said "'or' means 'or.'"  Project 6-01,
Northern Illinois Medical Center.  Same exact fact
pattern.  You actually said you only had to
satisfy one, "It appears the Applicants have
demonstrated compliance with the second
requirement of the criterion."  The second
requirement was 750 caths, and on this one they
had 847.  So, again, the Planning Board said 1B
works.
       Did it again:  This is in 2006, same exact
finding, demonstrated compliance with the second
requirement.
       So I stand here today saying I think the
regulations are clear and I think you've
previously interpreted it that way.  That
satisfies the first regulation that they were
out on.
       And the second one was the one that has
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led to some controversy, the 90-minute rule.  As
you know, we have a regulation.  The old -- we'll
call it the old open-heart regulation --
1110.220(B)(3), and that says, clear as day,
"90-minute rule."  There's only one small problem.
That rule was amended by the Planning Board in
March.
       March 7, 2018, you come out with a new
rule, and the new rule says, "Any application
filed after March 7th should convert distance
to miles."  And in this case, because they're in
Will County, it said "convert all distances to
10 miles."
       What does that do?  That takes the
90 minutes out of play and it goes down to
10 miles.  So instead of saying there are 46 acute
care hospitals in 90 minutes, that should say
there's 1 hospital within 10 miles, and that is
St. Joe's, who coincidentally had 216 cases,
I think.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  218.
       MR. GREEN:  218.  I'm running out of gas.
       (Laughter.)
       MR. GREEN:  Okay.  By the way, how do
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I know I'm right?  Because in March the Planning
Board actually said, "Don't you dare use those old
distance rules.  You better stick -- time rules.
You better stick with the miles."  March 14th,
that was your notice.
       It got more serious.  You said, "If you
file anything and don't file them, we're probably
going to not deem it complete."
       And then here's how I know I'm really
causing controversy, because an amendment was
passed -- or tried to be passed, right after we
filed our application -- where the Board goes,
"Uh-oh.  Someone has basically looked at the
rule," and they said, "Because of an oversight, we
better go fix what Silver Cross just used."
       So, again, I think you have ample support
to, say, fix the first criteria, fix the second
one, and then the third one is honestly the
easiest one of all to solve.
       They were out on construction costs, and
the concept was they spent too much money except
we went back in time and we actually had an email
from the staff telling us the construction costs
should have been $543 -- a little problem
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happened.  When we get the agency report, it now
says 455.  So in the course of five months, we
lost about 16 percent on the construction cost,
which, again, is weird because we went and pulled
all of our own data and we went and did our own
RSMeans data dump, and we found out 551 -- if we
used 2015 data -- 2018, 554, which, by the way, is
much -- that's higher because we're lower, 515.23.
       So, again, I think all 3 criteria I think
they've actually met, so that would be 21 for 21,
which would mean full compliance.
       And sorry for the giant billboards.
I thought we were going to be in the giant room.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Thank you for all the
visuals.
       On the distance the rule was changed from
travel time to distance effective March 7th, but
we realized it was an oversight.  For the
open-heart program it was not changed, so that's
why it still says 90 minutes, because it was not
changed.
       And we did attempt to correct that, and we
had rule changes published to correct that, but
I believe the distances for those are 20, 34, and
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42 miles.
       MR. GREEN:  Yeah.  Right.
       MS. MITCHELL:  But it -- 10 miles does not
apply to this application.  It's still the
90-minute rule because we didn't make that change.
That was an oversight.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do the Board members
have any comments or questions?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I have one.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.  Go ahead.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  During testimony this
morning we heard --
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Please use your mic.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Oh, sorry.
       During testimony this morning we heard,
I think, one of the other facilities indicate that
this might -- that your expansion might cause
staff shortages.
       Are there adequate physicians and surgeons
and support staff to maintain the heart programs
in other facilities?
       MS. COLBY:  We believe the answer is yes.
Dr. Pappas can talk about the surgeons, Dr. Stella
and Dr. Sankari, but in terms of staff, we do not
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have any problem recruiting staff to Silver Cross.
       Our vacancy rate is less than 3.4 percent.
We fill our positions within 45 days.  We are not
concerned about this at all.
       Do you want to say anything about --
       DR. PAPPAS:  From our standpoint we are
not itinerant surgeons.  Every hospital we work
at, a surgeon lives in that community.  We have no
trouble recruiting for sure.
       DR. STELLA:  I can speak from my group's
perspective.  We have an ample amount of
cardiologists.  We hired three more this past year
and two more this coming year.  Our service volume
will be more than adequate to take care of any
additional volume that we see.
       DR. SANKARI:  Same here.  We have seven
interventional cardiologists in our group alone,
and we have more than ample ability to satisfy any
volume that's coming in.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Thank you.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Well, I have to tell you
this is a rather unique position that I'm in.
       I had the unfortunate opportunity to go to
Silver Cross Hospital just a few weeks ago for
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emergency care.  It was not for open-heart, but
the treatment in your emergency room is
horrendous, and I say that with the bottom of my
heart.
       We waited for 11 hours, which was way too
long for somebody who was bleeding.  This is
unacceptable.  I've heard you say six hours' wait
time to find another hospital.  There was more
than six hours wait time just waiting in your
emergency room.
       There was a lack of care and concern from
your nursing staff, and I don't -- I heard the
same thing from other people.  And we went online
and we started to check, and it turned out that is
the reputation that you have.
       So although you have met the criteria and
we have to vote according to the law, I also want
to tell you you need to improve your emergency
care because they'll die before they even get to
cardiothoracic surgery just because they'll be
waiting in your emergency room for services.  And
I hate to say that.
       I've been to a lot of hospitals in my
lifetime.  Silver Cross was the worst ever.  To
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the tune of not feeding people -- they couldn't
get food.  And it wasn't just us.  Everybody in
the emergency room waited exactly the same amount
of time, and there wasn't even ambulances coming
in that night.
       So I really would caution you.  I'll vote
one way because of the law, again, but please
clean up your emergency services so that the
people can get to the heart surgeons and get the
care that they need.
       MS. COLBY:  If I -- may I --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Miss -- Miss -- oh, you
wanted to respond?
       MS. COLBY:  I just want to apologize to
you for the experience you had.  We will take your
words very, very seriously, make sure that doesn't
happen to anybody else.  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  I have a question.
       This morning during testimony many of your
competitors -- maybe all of them -- talked about
how more cardiac surgery centers somehow
negatively impacts the quality of patient care.
       I find that to be counterintuitive, so
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I would appreciate it if somebody could please
comment on that and explain to me how that happens
because I don't see that.
       DR. PAPPAS:  Yeah, that's not the case
at all.  Really, as Dr. Stella mentioned -- and
Medicare will tell you this -- that it really is
the group of surgeons that you have at the
hospital that are experienced enough to provide
the quality of care.
       Once you go below a certain number --
maybe 50 or a hundred operations -- it's a
different situation then.  But the reality of the
situation is the outcomes are totally dependent on
the skill of the physician and the team that they
have gotten together.
       That's not just my words.  That's
Medicare's words.
       DR. STELLA:  That is correct.  From an
interventional cardiologist's perspective, it
allows us to do more things in the cath lab,
having surgical backup, than if we didn't.  We
could offer new techniques, new technologies, the
Impella device.  People in shock, near death --
it's an incredible device that we cannot insert
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safely without surgical backup.
       This device -- when people present to the
emergency department in shock with an acute heart
attack, it's a game changer.  We can't do that
without having a good surgical team.  We can't
push the envelope and do higher-risk procedures in
the cath lab for our patients.
       So the care from an interventional
standpoint, in my opinion, also improves
tremendously, and it's based on a team approach
here.  For anything to succeed in life -- and I'm
being dramatic maybe -- you have to have a team
approach, and that's a team approach with
excellent nursing, with excellent infrastructure,
with excellent cardiologists, and excellent
cardiovascular surgeons.  They all work together
to give you the best outcomes, and we're all on
the same page for that, so care improves.  It does
not get worse.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Thank you.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  We've heard an enormous
amount of discussions.  Unbeknownst to her, I was
checking your ratings -- you're 2.7 on a 5-point
scale -- and I was reading patient comments which
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were very similar.  I was surprised.
       Your occupancy rate, I think, 03 percent
or 97 percent full.  You've grown very quickly.
That can present its own set of issues.
       And Christ does the most open-heart
surgeries in the state, 1700 -- I don't know what
Prairie does; I was trying to look them up at the
same time, down in Springfield -- a high number
where you are.
       So I'm not arguing about access, all of
the things you've talked about.  It's the growth
level.  It can get out of hand.
       And I don't want comments.  I am tired of
listening.  So thank you very much.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I want to remind the
Board that the basis for our approval or
disapproval or abstentions on these projects are
the rules that are distributed to the industry and
to the general public in advance of these
projects.
       So some of the things that I've heard are
not criteria that were applied to this
application.  I think Ms. Hemme said that, so I --
I just wanted to make that as a statement and
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remind you what the basis is for our actions.
       Any other questions or comments?
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Mr. Chairman, if I may.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  I think you've heard me.
I'm Arvind Goyal.  I represent Medicaid and
appreciate your very passionate and concerned
testimony.
       Having said that, there are two things
I want to state for the Board.  Since I do not
have a vote, you may never know how I felt.
       I believe -- and I'm slightly torn as
I say this -- that once you are able to do cardiac
caths -- because some of those cases will become
emergencies for cardiac surgery -- I think it has
a risk to have cardiac cath and not have the
ability to do cardiac surgery.  So I want that
perspective to be on the table.
       The second perspective that I would -- and
I also want to qualify that Silver Cross has been
a good partner for Medicaid, and we appreciate
what you serve.
       But this one is based on my review of the
literature which is coming out in the last,
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I would say, five or six years my way, and that is
the legal side, the very, very acute cases, and
that is that there is a percentage of cases who
need either stents or bypasses very quickly, but
then in a significant majority of those cases,
which have chronic blockages and coronaries, the
outcomes are the same if you did medical
management versus stenting versus cardiac bypass.
       And I put this on the table only because
there is a presumption on my part -- I haven't
seen any definitive data -- that even though the
hospital probably has the equipment, staffing,
et cetera, for cardiac bypass surgery, would an
approval like this mean more surgeries and less
medical management?
       And maybe you want to respond to it.  And
I know some of you as physicians.  You are very
reputable.
       DR. PAPPAS:  First of all, I just want to
thank you.  You are one of my heroes.  You know,
your work with public aid is really amazing.
       I can tell you that if you watch what
I do -- you know, I do more surgery than anybody
else does in the state of Illinois and possibly in
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the country.
       The number of bypass surgeries that I do
has dropped and plummeted hugely.  In fact, it's
really not my most common operation anymore.  What
I've become now is a doctor for very sick people,
and we are getting referrals of people that --
they don't even know if they need surgery; they
don't even know what they need, but they need
somebody to touch them and take care of them and
figure out what to do and quarterback that team,
whether it's a cardiologist or there's a
pulmonologist, whether it's an intensivist,
whatever it might be.
       But the number of bypass surgeries that
I personally do is at my all-time low right now
and, rather, more stuff with acute care.  This
last year I have put 200 people on ECMO, which is
an artificial heart-lung machine to allow us to
get a deep breath and try and save their life and
figure out where to go next.
       Drug addiction is a huge issue.  We took
over Rush this year.  Last year Rush did 117 heart
surgeries.  In the one year -- and it's not even
over yet but we've been there -- we're going to do
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over 400 heart surgeries at Rush.  And the only
thing that changed is we showed up.
       And we take people from Loretto Hospital
and all these other places that are horribly ill
and we don't even, a hundred percent, know what's
wrong with them.  But we put them on ECMO and we
put artificial pumps in them, and then with a team
approach -- as Dr. Stella mentioned -- we figure
out what to do.
       So heart surgery is so different than what
these regulations and these boards are looking for
now.  The stable transfer of three-vessel disease
is the minority of what we get, and it is
compelling to go through our ICU with us and
see -- at this point in time at Christ we have
13 people on ECMO.  And ECMO is where they're a
16-year-old, an 18-year-old, and all these people
who would have all, a hundred percent, died if
they didn't come to us.
       And that's why it's so important for me --
and I'm really here, really, as a patient
advocate.  You know, I mean, I'm certainly not a
corporate structure person or anything like that.
       And without -- with putting this pressure
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on the emergency room and the intensivist to
figure out what to do with these people without us
there is -- puts them really in a bad situation.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Are there other comments
or questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, the roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  I've heard some really
compelling comments today from both those that are
involved in the hospital and the cardiologists and
the administrator plus these that have not -- that
are in opposition.
       I come from a rural area where we have one
hospital.  It does not have a cath lab; it does
not have the ability to be able to save someone
coming in, particularly like my son.  He had a
heart attack and we had to transport out.  Waiting
even for a helicopter in a rural area seems like
it's a lifetime.
       So I know how that feels in terms of --
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had there been a cath lab when he had the heart
attack, had -- and it's just like your patients
here today.  They have to be transported out.
It's a long process.
       So because of that, I am going to be
voting yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  I'm voting yes based on the
staff reports, the testimony here today, and
because I do know that we need health care in
smaller communities.
       DR. PAPPAS:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I'm voting yes based
on the testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  I'm voting yes because
the pros and cons -- the pros win out, and I was
very lively in my comments only because of reading
ratings and somebody had mentioned it and
their own personal experience.
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       As far as the open-heart surgery, what
you're asking for, I think with the Board's
report, testimony pro and con, the yes wins out.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  In his testimony
Dr. Stella mentioned that it's mind-boggling that
the busiest cardiac care hospital in the area does
not have a cardiac surgical program.  I agree.
       I'm voting yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  He was looking at me
instead of calling my name.
       (Laughter.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I'm going to vote yes.
       You know, I think, as a member of this
Board, I have the longest history of this matter
of anyone because I was actually in area-wide
health planning, and there were health systems
agencies.  The Federal government put out the
national guidelines on health planning, and this
was the first time that we saw this relationship
between volume for cardiac catheterization and

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 215

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

volume for open-heart surgery.
       And the premise was that was related to
quality but not just for the clinicians or the
surgeons.  It was the team, the technicians, the
nurses, everyone involved with the patient.
       I think after today's presentation, I've
been convinced that perhaps the only criterion
that this application did not meet would be this
thing about travel time.  The others I think I'm
convinced that it is appropriate for us to approve
this project.
       So I'm voting yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       MR. GREEN:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 6 votes in the
affirmative.
       MS. COLBY:  Thank you very much on behalf
of the hospital and our patients.  Thank you.
       DR. STELLA:  I thank you and our patients
thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       We're going to break for lunch.  How long
do we --
       MS. AVERY:  We need about 30 minutes.
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       MEMBER GOYAL:  20 minutes?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  40 minutes.  I added
10 to the staff recommendation.
       And when were we come back, the first
projects will be H-03 and then H-01.
       (A recess was taken from 1:21 p.m. to
2:12 p.m.)
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We're going to call the
meeting to order.
       The next application is H-03, Project
No. 18-019, Dialysis Care Center Evergreen Park.
       Can I get a motion to approve Project
No. 18-019, Dialysis Care Center Evergreen Park,
to establish a 14-station end stage renal disease
facility in Evergreen Park?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Staff report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose to establish a
14-station ESRD facility in leased space in
Evergreen Park at a cost of $2.3 million.  The
expected completion date is July 31st, 2020.
       We did have findings regarding this
project.
       I would like to note the Applicants did
provide us with a signed transfer agreement that's
on page 2, 77 ILAC 1110.230(H), after the report
was issued.
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       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Could you swear the Applicant in?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Three witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Could you all identify yourselves?  And
we're asking you to write your names on the sheet
that's provided there, also.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Thank you.
       MR. MORENO:  Thanks.
       DR. SALAKO:  Dr. Babatunde Salako,
S-a-l-a-k-o, CEO of DCC.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Asim Shazzad, COO of DCC,
S-h-a-z-z-a-d.
       MR. MORENO:  Matt Moreno, project
operations manager.  M-o-r-e-n-o is the last name.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do you have comments for
the Board?
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes, I do.
       Good afternoon, Board members.  And being
in the holiday spirit, it's nice to be -- to
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present to the Board again about our project.
       What is more heartwarming for me,
personally, is the lecture we had this morning.
And several members of the Board have seen my
organization before.  We've talked about home
dialysis and the search -- the pivotal role it
plays in the lives of the therapy options for
patients on dialysis, so it was very nice to
listen to the lecture this morning and to hear --
all of us within the industry -- to look at the
benefits of home dialysis and really have -- as a
treatment option it's a very -- it's a very
convenient and good therapy for dialysis patients.
But we're not here to talk about that.
       But what I can tell you is that at our
core, in our business as we have continued to grow
in the last few years, we are still one of the
largest independent home dialysis providers in
Illinois.  14 percent of our patients stay on home
dialysis, 80 percent on APD.  Those percentages,
very variable, are better than any of the LDLs,
much better.
       But these patients eventually may fail or
will fail home dialysis and will need an

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 220

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

in-center, and that has been the reason why, as an
organization, we went from being a core home
dialysis company to being a dialysis company that
provides both home and in-center dialysis.
       Several of our patients when they do fail
home or when they need to take some time away from
home dialysis need somewhere to dialyze, and they
want to stay in our network.
       And because of that we've been able -- and
we have been able to secure some certificates of
need in the past, but the case in point being a
clinic close to the area of the DCC of Evergreen
Park project we applied for was certified on
January 8th of this year.  January 8th of
this year we got our Medicaid certification.
       We have 11 stations.  One's an isolation
room, 10 functional stations, and as of today we
have 56 patients in that clinic.  That means our
capacity is over 95 percent.
       We are asking for the CO -- we are asking
for approval to build another clinic that's
2 1/2 miles away from this particular location.
It's very close by, it's within 5 miles, and it's
an overflow.
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       We don't want a situation in which our
patients, A, they choose to stay in network, we
don't have any way to dialyze them, and, B,
opening late shifts, a fourth shift in our clinic
during the winter months, preventing our patients
from dialyzing at a time that's convenient for
them.
       Furthermore, in looking at the State
agency report, I want to direct the Board to a
report that was presented at the October 31st
meeting by DaVita in which they came with a matrix
and the Board acquiesced to that matrix in which
they showed that the calculation for the need
within HSA 7 was kind of -- the data was a bit
late and more current data showed that there was
actually going to be eventually a need for
66 chairs within that HSA and not an excess of
capacity, as in the State agency report.
       We, in realtime, are seeing that kind of
information.  When we started building our
projects, our clinics, we were -- we felt that,
"Oh, our utilization will be -- will take
two years or three years to get an 80 percent
utilization."  Now, as I said, we're 95 percent.
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We're only 11 months -- we're only 11 months into
the utilization.
       We are convinced that -- we think, HSA 7,
there is a need for dialysis chairs, and the
project is going to take 18 to 20 months to
complete.  In that time -- if you can look at the
other slide --
       MS. MITCHELL:  I just want to make sure
that the staff has reviewed these.
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Yes.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.  There's a question.
Is that our data?
       MR. SHAZZAD:  No.  No.
       MS. AVERY:  That was the projected data
from DaVita's last project --
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Yes.
       MS. AVERY:  -- so it's not the data that
we actually used.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  No.
       MS. AVERY:  Okay.
       DR. SALAKO:  No, no, not your data.
       MS. AVERY:  Okay.
       DR. SALAKO:  Based on our projection, we
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also show that the utilization within a 5-mile
area is going to be well over 80 percent in the
next year and -- right?  Instead of the -- going
forward, even as the projects are being wrapped up
now and opened.
       Our in-house data supports that.  Our
experience with our own clinics and our growth
also proves that from our own realtime experience.
       So here we are.  As I said, we have a
clinic, it's opened -- it's been open for
10 months.  We're at 95 percent capacity.  We are
having to turn our own patients away who want to
stay in our network, our patients who are failing
home therapies or who need some respite kind of
therapy.
       We think -- in looking into the future, we
think this will -- we'll be grateful if the Board
were to approve our need for more chairs.
       That's it.  Thank you.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any comments or
questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I just wanted to ask
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you, Mike, if you've seen the information that was
on the --
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yeah.  I don't consider
it, though, when doing the evaluation of these
projects.  It was similar projects.  We don't do
comparative review.  I don't compare it to other
projects.  I just use the data that's been -- that
we're told to use.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I understand.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  I would point out they
do have one facility that is within 2 miles that
is not currently up and running in Beverly.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Uh-huh.
       MS. AVERY:  Oh, on Western -- the one on
Western?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yeah.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       Okay.  Other comments or questions by
Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I guess we're ready to
vote.
       Go ahead.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
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       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  I'm going to go ahead and
vote yes.  Listening to the testimony here, I'm
going to go ahead and vote yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on testimony
here today.
       MR. ROATE:  Okay.  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on
testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on today's
testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I'm going to vote no
based on the failure to meet the planning area
need and the unnecessary duplication of service.
       It appears that, based on late
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information, there is a signed transfer
agreement --
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  That's correct.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  -- but the other two are
compelling reasons to vote no.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 5 votes in the affirmative, 1 vote
in the negative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Application approved.
       DR. SALAKO:  Thank you.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Thank you.
       MR. MORENO:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next project is
H-01 -- just a second -- there it is.
       It is Project No. 18-007, Dialysis Care
Center Hickory Hills.
       Could I get a motion to approve Project
No. 18-007, Dialysis Care Center Hickory Hills, to
establish a 12-station end stage renal disease
facility?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Let's hear
the State agency report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose to establish a
12-station facility in approximately 4500 gross
square feet of leased space at a cost of
$1.5 million.  The expected completion date is
July 31st, 2020.
       We had findings related to this project.
We did receive a letter of opposition.  No public
hearing was requested.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  You've already been
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sworn in and identified.
       Any comments for the Board?
       DR. SALAKO:  Our comments are similar to
the last project.  I must, however --
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Use your microphone,
please.
       DR. SALAKO:  Our comments are similar to
the last project.  I must, however, add that if
you look at the map, you would see that in the
geographical spread in that particular HSA, you
know, we -- we are looking at our patients that
are coming from the Palos Heights, Hickory Hills
part of the HSA.  And inasmuch as this is within
that same HSA, it serves a different patient than
the graphic, and we believe that having a clinic
in that part of the area will reduce the travel
times and the transit times for our patients to
get dialysis.
       MS. MITCHELL:  And staff has reviewed
this map?
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Thank you.  Sorry.  I know
I sound like a broken record.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Any comments
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or questions by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  A question I have is,
how do you reconcile this proposal to the State
agency report where there's an excess of stations
in the planning area?
       DR. SALAKO:  It's a very -- it's a very
unique matrix.  I mean, they're looking at the
incidence -- the incidence and the prevalence of
ESRD, the time to completion for the chairs.  And
when you look at the projections of growth and
decreasing mortality of disease -- so -- so
let's -- let's play a scenario.
       Let's assume you have a hundred dialysis
patients and you have organic growth of about
4.5 percent.  That means that in one year you're
going to have 104 or 105 dialysis patients.
       Now, what's also happening in the ESRD
world is that mortality is improving on
a year-on-year basis.  Okay?  So you wouldn't have
104 dialysis patients after one year.  You're
going to have 108 or 109 dialysis patients because
not only do you have an incidence of number of new
patients every year; you also have an improvement
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in mortality.
       So the number of people dropping off --
the number of patients that may have died or
anything untowards would happen to them, as care
of patients within the realm of dialysis improves,
that number increases, as well.  So prevailing
speed is outgrowing incidence.
       So if you then calculate how the data
is -- the data is calculated in the State agency
report, it's looking at it more, really, from an
incidence perspective, not from an improving-
mortality perspective.  I think that's -- that's a
matrix.  I -- believe me, I'm not one to tell the
agency how to calculate data.  But in looking at
it, I believe that's where there is a -- there is
a bit of a disconnect.
       Another piece of data that's not been
captured, ESRD patients that are on home therapies
that are not part of the data of the moment, and
those patients come into the ESRD -- into the data
that's captured for -- for the availability of
chairs.
       So a company like ours, let's assume we
have, in this particular market, 50 home patients.
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Okay?  And we have 50 in-center patients.
       When we calculate the data -- when the
agency calculates the data, they're going to take
only into consideration 50 patients that are
in-center patients.  Now, if after two years or
three years, 50 of those home patients -- if 5 of
them fail PD and come into the in-center side,
it's not calculated in this matrix.  So this
data -- that's our understanding of where we think
the chairs are a bit off.
       But I stand corrected.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Don't you think -- well,
first of all, we don't -- it would be nice if we
could use incidence and prevalence instead of a
demand-based approach, but the rules have a
demand-based approach.
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Don't you think that if
incidence and prevalence were truly increasing so
much, it would be reflected in the occupancy rates
of the existing stations?
       DR. SALAKO:  They're pretty well occupied.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  They are.
       DR. SALAKO:  If you look at the data, most
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of those clinics within -- they're pretty well
occupied.  Most of those clinics are reaching an
80 percent utilization in two years.  That is a
lot of patients in one dialysis clinic.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  But they're not --
they're not occupied at the level that the
standard calls for.
       There are several of them that have not
achieved the standard level of occupancy.
       DR. SALAKO:  Chairman Sewell, you know,
I agree with you in that regard; however, if
you're a dialysis patient, the -- let's take our
clinic now.
       We have 10 chairs available for use.
I have 56 patients there today.  If I -- I have
many patients saying, "I want second shift" or
"I want a TTS third shift because I go to work and
am coming back."
       Even if my utilization -- and I have six
chairs open on my TTS third shift.  Even though
those chairs are there, it is not desired by a
patient.  So from a patient's perspective,
flexibility is lost.
       So a utilized -- it's almost like getting
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onto a plane.  You know, you get onto an aircraft,
and until the aircraft is full and you have to
take the middle seat, you know, at Row 34,
you don't want that seat --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Uh-huh.
       DR. SALAKO:  -- you know.  You know, from
an airline's perspective, the seats are -- the
utilization of the aircraft is 95 percent.  But
from a patient -- from a passenger perspective,
that is not a good seat.
       So we have to balance -- truly, honestly,
from a provider perspective -- what is actually
desirable for the patients.  And trust me, the
providers are not complaining from a financial
point of view.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Comments or
questions, Board -- yes, Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  I just have a question.
       Both of these appear -- from the map, the
one we just voted on and this project appear to be
only 5 miles apart.  Am I correct?
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes.
       MEMBER HEMME:  And it appears that they're
on a main thoroughfare to get between one or
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another.
       DR. SALAKO:  They're more than 5 miles
apart.  You know, the -- one is on the -- if you
look at the 294 highway, one is on the west of the
294, the other is to the east of 294.
       The catchment area is the greater -- the
greater, you know, Christ Hospital area and some
parts of Palos Hospital.  It's a heavily populated
area so -- and it's a heavy traffic area, as well.
       I mean, you can get onto 95th Street and,
you know, what will be a 3-, 4-mile journey is a
20-, 30-minute drive.  So in terms of distance, it
is not significant.  In terms of drive time, it's
significant.
       MEMBER HEMME:  And we already have an
excess of beds, according to the staff report, in
this area of 28 beds.
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes, ma'am.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Correct?  We just voted on
14 more beds --
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes, ma'am.
       MEMBER HEMME:  -- over and above the
28 excess.
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes, ma'am.
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       MEMBER HEMME:  And now you're asking us to
vote for 14 more beds over and above that?  Am I
correct in what I'm -- my understanding?
       DR. SALAKO:  Yes, ma'am.  Yes.
       But -- hold on.  With -- the caveat,
however, though, is -- two things.
       One, we are good with the DaVita data
that -- not just the HSA report -- that says that
we truly believe there's an excess of -- there's a
need for 66 chairs.  That's one.  And, you know,
that's on the agency report.
       Secondly, I think what would happen,
though, is I think you then project into the next
two years.  There will be -- there will be -- all
the needs of the community will have been met by
all.  I think safely beyond this, you can -- the
Board can safely assume that, going forward, that
the dialysis patients within that HSA will have
flexibility and would also have alternative places
to go to in terms of chairs, times, travel
distances.  All their needs will be met.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do you have any comments
on that, Mike?
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       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Well, first of all, we
don't use the DaVita data.
       MS. AVERY:  Right.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  We use the projections
that you approved, that the Board approved.  And
Ms. Hemme is correct.  The Board just approved
14 additional stations, and, like she said, it's
only a small distance apart, 5 miles.
       Plus they've got another facility in
Beverly that's not currently open yet, and
that's -- that was only 2 miles from the Hickory
Hills location -- I'm sorry -- from the Evergreen
location.
       So it appears to me that there's an excess
of stations in this planning area.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  So we identified
65 other facilities within this 30-minute adjusted
time frame, and 15 are not currently operating.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Questions or comments from Board members?
       MS. MITCHELL:  I just want to make one
comment.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Go ahead.
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       MS. MITCHELL:  There is an excess of
stations not taking into account the project that
was just approved.  So I just want to make that
clear.  There was an excess of stations anyway.
It wasn't the project that was just approved
making the excess of stations.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.  That's an
important point.
       Yes, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes.  In looking over at
this report and then hearing some of the comments
here, there is an end stage -- an excessive amount
of beds, and I am going to be voting no.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  No, based on the staff
reports and the testimony here today.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  No, based on the staff
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report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  No, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  I'm going to vote yes
based on the testimony heard today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I'm voting no based on
the State agency report.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 1 vote in the
affirmative, 5 votes in the negative.
       MS. MITCHELL:  That's a denial or it's an
intent -- it's a denial; right -- intent.
       MS. AVERY:  Intent.
       MS. MITCHELL:  You have received an intent
to deny.  You'll have another opportunity to
present additional information or to appear before
the Board.  You'll receive a letter explaining
your options.
       MR. SHAZZAD:  Thank you.
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DR. SALAKO:  Thank you.
                - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We're back on track now
with the way the agenda actually was originally
sent out, and so the next project is H-05, Project
No. 18-021, HSHS St. Elizabeth's Hospital.
       So I need a motion to approve Project
No. 18-021, HSHS St. Elizabeth's Hospital, to
establish a radiation/oncology clinic.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       MEMBER HEMME:  Second.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose to establish a
radiation/oncology clinic in 11,750 gross square
feet of leased space.  Cost of the project is
approximately $17.2 million, and the expected
completion date is January 4, 2020.
       There are no findings related to this
project.  They have met all the Board's criteria.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       If the Applicant could be sworn in.
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       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you identify
yourselves?  And we ask, also, that you sign the
sheet right over there.
       Do you have any comments for the Board?
       MS. FISCHER:  We do have some comments,
yes.  Yes, sir.  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       MS. FISCHER:  Patti Fischer, P-a-t-t-i
F-i-s-c-h-e-r.
       MS. BALLANCE:  And Amy Ballance, B, as in
"boy," -a-l-l-a-n-c-e.
       MS. FISCHER:  Good afternoon and thank you
for the opportunity to speak with you on our
project today.
       I'm Patti Fischer, the president and chief
executive officer at HSHS St. Elizabeth's Hospital
in O'Fallon, Illinois.  I officially began this
role at St. Elizabeth's in May of this year.
I had previously worked within HSHS since
August 2014 as president and CEO of HSHS
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St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield, and then
I later joined HSHS St. John's Hospital as chief
operating officer.  Prior to my time at HSHS,
I served over 20 years at St. Anthony's Health
Center in Alton, Illinois.
       St. Elizabeth's Hospital is stronger than
ever since the opening of our new facility in
November of 2017, which this Board approved.  I am
pleased to report that for calendar year 2018 to
date, we are well on our way to achieving the 2019
projections for occupancy within the first year.
       We are thankful to you for your approval
of that project, and I look forward to being a
part of the next chapter in St. Elizabeth's long
history of serving this region.
       The senior leadership team and I are
dedicated to providing quality patient care and
continue to proactively manage numerous
initiatives that have yielded positive outcomes to
improve quality and patient safety.  The
certificate of need request that is in front of
the Board today is another piece of our growth
strategy.
       As noted in our application,
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St. Elizabeth's Hospital is requesting approval to
establish a radiation/oncology clinic within
leased space which would be built by a third-party
developer along Interstate 64 and Green Mount Road
in St. Clair County, near our current full-service
hospital.
       We believe the addition of this radiation/
oncology clinic will allow cancer patients the
opportunity to receive advanced radiation/oncology
services and innovative treatments in a location
that keeps them close to home where family and
friends can support them during this difficult
time in their lives.
       Along with serving residents in the Metro
East, the clinic will benefit patients from
smaller community hospitals within and outside of
our system, including HSHS affiliate hospitals
St. Joseph's in Highland, St. Joseph's in Breese,
and Holy Family in Greenville as well as
Washington County Hospital, Sparta Community
Hospital, Memorial Hospital of Chester, and
others.
       The 11,750-square-foot clinic will be
constructed by Green Mount Enterprises, LLC, with
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space being leased to St. Elizabeth's.  Within the
proposed clinic St. Elizabeth's will offer
patients access to personalized cancer care all in
one convenient location.  Technologies and
treatment techniques will include a linear
accelerator and CT simulator, intensive modulated
radiation therapy, image-guided radiation therapy,
stereotactic radiosurgery, and stereotactic body
radiotherapy.
       Additional services, such as cancer
clinical trials from the National Cancer
Institute, University of Chicago, and other
pharmaceutical trials, along with genetic
counseling, cancer screenings, wellness programs,
and cancer prevention education will provide
ongoing support to the community.
       I would also like to note that
St. Elizabeth's is the only American College of
Surgeons Commission on Cancer-designated cancer
program in the service area of southwestern
Illinois.
       So thank you very much for your time
today.  We look forward to your decision on our
planned project and will take any questions that
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you may have.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any questions by Board
members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Let's have a
roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, sir.
       Motion made by Senator Demuzio; seconded
by Ms. Hemme.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes.  I'm going to be
voting yes.  Listening to the testimony and the
staff report, I'm going to be a yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
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report.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, no findings.
       MR. ROATE:  6 votes in the affirmative.
       MS. BALLANCE:  Thank you.
       MS. FISCHER:  Thank you very much.
       Thank you.
                       - - -

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 247

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next project is H-06,
Project No. 18-027, Agaphy Surgical Center.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-027, Agaphy Surgical Center, to establish a
limited-specialty ambulatory surgery treatment
center.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
       The Applicants propose to establish a
single-specialty ASTC in leased space at a cost of
approximately $3.8 million.  The anticipated
completion date is December 31st, 2019.
       We did have findings on this report, there
was no public hearing request, and there were no
letters of support or opposition.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Could you swear in the Applicant.
       (Three witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
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please print your names.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Could you
identify yourselves and any comments you have for
the Board?
       DR. ATIA:  Sure.  Dr. George Atia.
       Good afternoon --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could the rest of the
parties identify themselves, also?
       MR. LAWLER:  Oh, I'm sorry.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That's okay.
       MR. LAWLER:  Dan Lawler with Barnes &
Thornburg.
       MS. FALLICO:  Amber Fallico.  I'm the
director of operations.
       DR. ATIA:  Good afternoon, Chairman and
members of the Board.  My name is Dr. George Atia,
A-t-i-a.
       I'm here today with my CON counsel,
Mr. Dan Lawler, and operations manager, Ms. Amber
Fallico.  She and the efforts of your staff allow
us to be here on today's agenda.
       I'm board certified in gastroenterology
and have been practicing for 16 years.  We are
asking your approval today for a single-specialty
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ASTC for gastroenterology procedures.  There is no
opposition to this project.
       We are the only practice who accepts
Medicaid patients in the area and extended area.
The surrounding hospitals do not contract with all
of the Medicaid patients.  Our current patient is
a mix, including 15 percent Medicaid patient,
25 percent of Medicare patient.
       No ASTC in our immediate service area
provide any gastroenterology service and much less
service to Medicaid patients.  Even in our
extended service area, the ASTC outreach Medicaid
volume is less than one-half of 1 percent.  That
represent only 250 Medicaid patients out of the
56,000 patients at all of the ASTCs within
45 minutes of us.
       As noted in the staff report, there is no
ASTC in our service area that provide
gastroenterology service.  The proposed ASTC would
provide gastroenterology service most currently
available in the area.  Our patient volume for
this project is based on actual procedures that we
are currently performing in the hospital, and none
of these hospitals have opposed this project.
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       Our proposed facility would provide needed
gastroenterology service to the area and also
expand access of ASTC service to the Medicaid
population, especially with the recent
recommendation of the American Cancer Society
to decrease the age of screening colon cancer from
50 to 45.
       I would like now to ask Mr. Lawler to
address the negatives in our staff report.
       MR. LAWLER:  Thank you, Doctor.
       We had three negative findings in the
staff report.  The report notes that 50 percent of
the project patients should come from within a
10-mile radius, and in our case 48 percent of
patients are within 10 miles.
       I know there's been some discussion lately
about what constitutes substantial compliance with
the Board's regulations, and I think everyone
would agree that 48 percent can be substantial
compliance with a criterion requiring 50 percent,
especially here because there are unique facts
present in this application that would truly
warrant this Board looking beyond the 10 miles and
considering patients who reside there.
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       Dr. Atia's historic patient volume
includes 15 percent Medicaid patients.  You will
not find many physician-owned surgery centers that
take any Medicaid at all, much less 15 percent.
We've documented in the application that the
average Medicaid of all surgery centers within
45 minutes of this project is less than one-half
of 1 percent.  The nearest hospital to this
project has less than 7 percent Medicaid.
Dr. Atia is doing 15 percent Medicaid.
       That is a surprising number, especially
given the location of this project.  The first
time I met with Dr. Atia, I had to say, "Doctor,
'Barrington' and 'Medicaid' are two things that
people do not ordinarily associate with each
other.  Where are these Medicaid patients coming
from?"
       Not surprisingly, they are not coming from
Barrington.  They are coming from Cary and
Algonquin.  They are coming from Elgin and
Schaumburg, which is 15 miles away.  They are
coming from Rockford, which is 50 miles away.
       Imagine that.  Medicaid patients in
Rockford are traveling 50 miles to Barrington for
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gastroenterology services.  Why is that?  It's
simple and it's startling:  No one takes their
Medicaid insurance.
       We've heard a lot the last two years about
the overhaul of the State's Medicaid program and
the managed care organizations like CountyCare and
Meridian and Illini and Family Health Network.
But it's one thing to have Medicaid insurance, and
it's another to find a physician who will accept
that insurance.
       There are many, many Medicaid patients who
live more than 10, 15, even 50 miles from
Barrington who are traveling to the hospital in
Barrington at which Dr. Atia practices because
Dr. Atia accepts their Medicaid insurance and no
one else will.
       There is a gaping hole in the safety net
in Illinois' Medicaid program because most
physicians are not willing to do what Dr. Atia is
both willing to do and has been doing for
many years.  Dr. Atia is part of the solution, and
his efforts should be recognized and encouraged.
       Approval of this project will allow
Dr. Atia to take these procedures out of the

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 253

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

hospitals in Barrington and Chicago, where he's
performing them now, and move them to a less
costly and more convenient setting.
       We have substantial compliance with the
10-mile rule, and there are very good reasons for
the Board to look beyond the 10-mile radius, given
the unique circumstances of this case.
       The other two negative findings related to
criteria on the availability of funds and
financial viability.  I would again like to show
that we have substantial compliance with these
two criteria and there are, again, very unique
circumstances with this project that affirmatively
demonstrate financial viability.
       Dr. Atia has a successful physician office
practice in Barrington, in a building that was
built 10 years ago and where he performs his
office procedures.  That building was built
according to ASTC licensing standards.  Dr. Atia
has maintained the building to ASTC licensing
standards to this day.
       The project is -- the building is not now
an ASTC, and there's never been any facility fees
charged at it, but it is built to ASTC licensing
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standards.  If this project is approved today,
Dr. Atia could be contacting IDPH tomorrow for a
licensing survey.
       There is virtually almost no cost to this
project.  When we filed the application in July,
the only project costs were filing fees,
consulting fees, and attorneys' fees, and those
have already been paid.  As much as I might have
wished otherwise, the attorneys' fees on this
project are not $3.8 million.
       I know, Doctor, it seems like they might
have been but not quite.
       The reason you are seeing a project cost
of $3.8 million in the staff report is that, after
we filed the application, the staff asked us to
include in the project cost Dr. Atia's current
space lease and his current equipment lease for
his physician office practice.
       I did not consider that to be a part of
the project costs, but you can't always fight City
Hall, so we used the staff's methodology for
determining fair market value for the leases and
put it in the project costs for this project as
the staff asked us to do.
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       But if this project is approved, Dr. Atia
does not have to go out and find $3.8 million.
The building is already there, the equipment is
already there, and they've been there for
10 years.
       The staff gave us the two negatives
because it said financial statements were not
provided.  I would first like to respectfully say
that we were never asked for financial statements
and, if we were asked, we would have provided
them.
       But putting that aside, we have provided
evidence of financial viability that is much
better than financial statements.  There have been
any number of physician ASTC projects where the
doctors have financial statements showing plenty
of money to build a project but five or six years
later they're being bailed out by a hospital or a
national operator of surgery centers because they
were not able or willing to successfully operate
what they built.
       A financial statement only shows that you
have the money to build a project but says nothing
about whether you can successfully operate it.  On
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this project the conclusive evidence of Dr. Atia's
ability to fund the building is demonstrated by
the fact that it was -- he built the building
10 years ago, and the conclusive evidence of
Dr. Atia's ability to successfully operate the
facility is that he's not only been successfully
operating his office practice there for 10 years
but he's built up such a successful
gastroenterology practice that he and the
physicians who work with him are referring almost
7,000 patients a year to area hospitals, and this
patient volume guarantees the success and the
financial viability of this project.
       Your rules have a provision that includes
a financial viability waiver for projects that are
funded out of current operations, and the
application verifies that Dr. Atia funded this
project out of his current physician practice.
Dr. Atia has already paid the filing fees and
consulting fees and attorneys' fees out of his
current operations.  He's been paying the space
lease and the equipment lease for 10 years out of
current operations.
       We respectfully submit that this is
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significant evidence of substantial compliance
with the Board's regulations on access to funds
and financial viability.
       I'll conclude by noting one other highly
unique and positive aspect of this project.
Mr. Sewell, you had commented before on a prior
ASTC project how unnecessary duplication and
excess capacity always comes into play on the
surgery centers, especially in the metropolitan
statistical area, simply because there are so many
surgery centers and so many hospital ORs for
outpatient surgeries.
       In this case, we have a positive finding
on that.  There are no surgery centers in the area
that provide this service.  The one hospital in
the service area is at full utilization, and so we
have a very, very unique project here where
there's no opposition, no adverse impact on
existing facilities, no unnecessary duplication,
and no excess capacity.  This is highly unusual
for a new ASTC anywhere in the Chicago
metropolitan region.
       I'll turn the microphone back to Dr. Atia,
and we would be happy to address any questions
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that the Board may have.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Mike, could you help us
understand the problem with the two 1120 criteria?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yes.
       As I -- first of all, we always consider a
lease as debt financing, so those costs needed to
be included in the project cost.  That's why we
requested that.
       Second of all, I lost track of this
application.  They had requested an expedited
review.  And when I found out about it, I wrote
the application -- the report in less than a day
to get it out on the website because we were late.
Okay?
       When I went through the application, there
were no financial statements provided.  Okay?
Just because an Applicant tells me you're going to
be internal -- the funds are coming from internal
sources, I need evidence of that, not just the
statement.
       Finally, I'd like to say, even though this
facility could have been built to ASTC standards
in 2007, those requirements have been changed.
IDPH has not been out there.  There have been no
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drawings submitted to IDPH on this project.
I don't even know if these costs are correct
because I don't know what architect reviewed it.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I see.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Board members have
comments or -- yes, Doctor.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       My name is Arvind Goyal, and I represent
Medicaid.
       Dr. Atia, could you name the MCOs, managed
care organizations, you're contracted with?
I don't want your attorney answering that.  I want
you to answer it.
       DR. ATIA:  Sure.
       It's Meridian, IlliniCare, Harmony,
Ambetter Health, public aid.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Say it again.  Ambetter
Health?
       DR. ATIA:  Ambetter Health,
A-m-b-e-t-t-e-r.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Okay.  Are you counting
Medicaid or are you --
       DR. ATIA:  CountyCare.
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       MEMBER GOYAL:  Okay.  What about
NextLevel?
       DR. ATIA:  We are on it.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  You are on it now?
       DR. ATIA:  Yes.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  And what about Blue Cross?
       DR. ATIA:  We are on it.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  You are on it?  Okay.
       DR. ATIA:  Yes.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  So that's a very good sign.
And you plan on continuing to accept patients from
these MCOs?
       DR. ATIA:  Yes.  We are doing this for
about 15 years.  We don't differentiate between
patients based on insurance, and I want to
continue on the same thing.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Okay.  So when you get a
referral from us, please remember what you just
said under oath.
       DR. ATIA:  Yes.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Yes.
       Number two, I need to ask -- the latest
USPSTF -- which is United States Preventive
Services Task Force -- and American Cancer
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Society, they are both recommending either
colonoscopy after age 50 at specified intervals or
a stool test, Cologuard or similar tests, if you
will, immunological stool test for blood as being
equal in screening.
       DR. ATIA:  Correct.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  So would you be offering
the stool tests, as well?  And then not do
colonoscopies on people who qualify for a screen?
       DR. ATIA:  Sure.  Actually, most of the
patients who are coming out for colonoscopies are
coming out as a referral from the primary care
physician.
       We also have an open access, so the
patient doesn't have to be seen in the office for
a screening.  They come and book the appointments
based on the referral from the primary.
       But if we see the patient in the office
for an office visit who are coming for a
colonoscopy, we talk to them about the other
options.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  So the third point:  I do
know that you are a great physician just by
reputation in the Barrington area.
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       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Having said that,
occasionally in the best hands there will be a
perforation, both upper and lower endoscopies.
       So do you have an agreement with Good
Shepherd or whatever hospital you're on staff at
to be -- immediately be able to transfer and find
a surgeon?
       DR. ATIA:  Okay.  We have a -- our
complication rate is much lower than the national
average.  The national average is 1 in a thousand.
We are about 1 every 15,000 when we have a
complication.
       And we definitely have -- if something
happens, I have -- I did about 37,000 procedures.
I had one perforation in the esophagus, one
perforation in the colon, and definitely there was
an agreement with the hospital to transfer after
that.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Was that with Good
Shepherd?
       DR. ATIA:  It was with Good Shepherd.
       MEMBER GOYAL:  Thank you very kindly.
I appreciate it.
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       DR. ATIA:  No problem.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Other comments,
questions by Board members?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  May I offer an
amendment?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.  Go ahead.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  It seems to be pretty
simple -- amendment to the motion, I should say.
       Pretty simple, that financial statements
be produced.  Could we pass this with the
provision that proper financial statements are
produced to the staff?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Jeannie?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yes, you can do that.  You
can do that for any application, pending that, but
that's definitely an option.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I would offer that
amendment as a motion -- an amendment to the
motion.
       MS. MITCHELL:  We need the person who
originally made the motion to amend the motion --
we need a motion to amend the motion and then to
amend the motion.
       Does that make sense?
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       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I've made the motion
to amend.
       MS. MITCHELL:  We need a second.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  We're going to
vote on the amendment.
       MS. MITCHELL:  We're voting to amend --
we're not voting on the amendment yet; we're
voting to amend.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Wait a minute.  Could
you repeat what that is, then?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Just a motion to -- whether
we are going to amend or not.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Without the substance
of it?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Right.  Right.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I see.  Never heard of
that before.
       Okay.  Do you all understand what we're
doing?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  So this is a
motion that we are going to amend the original

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 265

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

motion.
       So all in favor of that say aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Now --
       MS. MITCHELL:  And now the substance.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Now what do we do, say
what --
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yeah.  I don't know if --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  -- the substantive
amendment is?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yeah.  I don't know if
we're done with discussion as far as discussion
goes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Oh, all right.  Well, he
was offering it.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yes.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I've offered an
amendment that we approve the project pending
submission of proper financial statements.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  I understand
that.
       Do the rest of the Board members
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understand that?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Is there a
second?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Any more
discussion by Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, we'll have a
roll call, and we're voting on approving the
project subject to submission of -- what kind of
financial statements?  Proper financial
statements?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Proper financial
statements.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes, proper financial
statements.
       All right.  George.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Okay.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  So let's have the roll
call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Chairman.
       Motion made by Mr. McGlasson; seconded by
Dr. McNeil.
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       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes.  I'm going to go
ahead and vote yes due to the fact that we are
requiring you to provide all of the -- not only
financial but whatever the Board needs.
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the fact that
you'll provide financial statements.
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the fact
that the report was mostly correct and the
financial statements will follow.
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the report,
the amendments -- amendment -- and testimony.
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  I'm going to vote yes
based on the positive aspects of the report,
today's testimony, and the provision of the
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forthcoming records.
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Chairman.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah, I'm voting yes
because I'm not bothered by the 2 percent gap
in the percent of patients that come from the
10-mile radius.
       And I think this would be the solution to
our concerns if we could get proper financial
statements.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 notes in the affirmative.
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you.
       MR. LAWLER:  Thank you very much.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Please leave your
remarks with Mike.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Now, is "Agaphy" a play
on the Greek term about absolute love?
       DR. ATIA:  Yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Why don't you just do
A-g-a-p-e so the Chairman wouldn't have so much
trouble pronouncing it?
       DR. ATIA:  That's what "Agaphy" mean.

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 269

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       (Laughter.)
       DR. ATIA:  Thank you very much.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MS. MITCHELL:  I'd just like to make a
general statement.  Melanie asked me to make a
statement earlier but I forgot.
       So for those of you presenting today, if
you have written statements, if you could leave
them on the table or give them to Mike, it will
greatly assist Melanie in transcribing what you
say today.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  The next project
is H-07, Project No. 18-028, The Village at Mercy
Creek.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-028, The Village at Mercy Creek, to
establish a 40-bed long-term care unit on its
campus in Normal, Illinois.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report, Mr. Constantino.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  The Applicants are
proposing to establish a 40-bed skilled nursing
unit on the campus of Meadows at Mercy Creek
assisted-living community in Normal, Illinois, at
a cost of approximately $19.2 million.  The
anticipated completion date is December 31st,
2020.
       We did have findings on this project,
there was no public hearing requested, and there
was no opposition.
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       Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Would you swear her in.
       (One witness sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
please print your name if you haven't yet.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  And could you
introduce yourself to us.
       MS. AMIANO:  Good afternoon.  I'm Judy
Amiano and I'm the president and CEO of Franciscan
Ministries.  And thank you for the opportunity to
be here today to talk to you about our project.
       This is a project that -- we were
approached by the Meadows Mennonite Retirement
Community.  They have two assets, one in Chenoa,
which is a skilled nursing facility, and one in
Bloomington- Normal, which is the Mercy Creek,
which is the project that's here today.
       That project that was existing was a
60-bed assisted-living community, freestanding.
The vision of MMRC is selecting a partner to carry
on their ministry because they are finding
themselves in financial difficulty and having to
divest of their assets.  And as we acquired Mercy
Creek, it was the strongest desire of the board of
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MMRC that their legacy and ministry continue in
the Bloomington market.  And what that meant for
them was that they would be able to transfer some
of their beds from the Chenoa property to
Bloomington and then have skilled beds, the
assisted-living beds, skilled memory support, and
then eventually add independent living.
       So we were the acquirer of the assisted-
living division of Mercy Creek.  We closed on that
property on August 9th.  We submitted the CON for
moving those beds from their legacy facility at
Chenoa to Mercy Creek roughly 10 days after we
acquired the community in good faith with that
word that we would continue their legacy and
ministry.
       I think in terms of maybe some of the
staff comments and reviews, I would just like to
reiterate that there are no new beds being added
in this county and the beds are beds coming from
the same county.
       We do plan on -- once the construction is
underway and nearing completion, we will file
application with this Board for discontinuation of
those beds at the Chenoa property, and then the
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license would come over, of course, to -- we'd
have to apply for those beds -- the beds would be
transferred, then -- or I guess through this
process today.  They'd be approved following the
Bloomington project.
       It does allow for modernization of beds.
The existing beds are 95 years old in that
facility, so it's a very aged physical plant.
       I will tell you that in the marketplace --
99 percent of the beds in that marketplace are
facilities that are over 35 years old.  There is a
very significant predominance of semiprivate,
triple, and quadruple rooms in this more rural
marketplace.  And so we really believe that being
able to not only complete the legacy for the board
of MMRC and being able to develop out this campus,
that that will be a much needed service in the
market area with having accessibility of private
rooms, which all of you know about, just dignity
and privacy and all the things that are important
to elders in their final hours in this facility.
       We do have no opposition to this project,
and so I think the other area I would like to
focus on is from an access -- from a clinical
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perspective.
       You know, 81 percent of the beds in this
marketplace are in facilities that have two stars
or less from the health inspection perspective.
63 percent of the overall beds are in overall --
overall two star or less.
       All of the facilities that Franciscan
Ministries operates in the state of Illinois are
five-star facilities, and so we look forward to
continuing our tradition of high-quality care with
the addition of these 40 beds to the Mercy Creek
campus.
       So thank you for allowing me to speak
today.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Comments, questions by
Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you talk about the
financial viability criterion that you didn't
meet?
       There's a -- we've got a ratio of
the percent debt to total capitalization having to
be less than 80 percent.  So any comments on that?
       MS. AMIANO:  Sure.  I'd be happy to
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comment on that.
       So I think that, you know, the numbers are
interpreted a certain way by you.  I would say
that we're -- as we submitted all of our financial
information -- we're a very sound financial
organization.  We are investment-grade rated on
our bonds.
       I will tell you that we have -- as part of
our mission, we reinvest in all of our
communities.  So I would -- over the last
three years, for example, in our senior living
communities, we've invested, in '16, 13.4 million;
in '17, 11 1/2 million; and, in 2018,
approximately $10 million in fiscal '18.
       So we have a very strong -- we do believe
in debt, we do believe in carrying debt, and the
revenues that we generate we 100 percent reinvest
back into the services that we provide for senior
citizens.  We do not -- as a not-for-profit, of
course, we do not take any shareholder profits or
anything.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  I'm sorry.
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       MS. AMIANO:  It is the method in which we
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choose, as a ministry, to operate, highly
leveraged.  You know, we do have significant funds
that we have in operating accounts that, you know,
we can use to supplant operations.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Am I -- sorry.
       Am I correct in interpreting this right,
that this ratio really is applicable to this
entity that's guaranteeing the debt for the
project, which is Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
Service Corporation?  And you are -- you're
The Village at Mercy Creek; right?  Is that a
separate entity?
       MS. AMIANO:  It's a subsidiary.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  It's a subsidiary?
       MS. AMIANO:  Yeah.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I see.  So this does
apply to the Franciscan Sisters and its
subsidiary?
       MS. AMIANO:  It does, as the parent
corporation.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Judy, did you say you
had an A bond rating?
       MS. AMIANO:  We have a triple B minus,
which is investment-grade rating --
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       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Okay.
       MS. AMIANO:  -- which very few senior
living communities have -- organizations -- have
in the country.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Can you pull the microphone
closer?
       MS. AMIANO:  Sure.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do other Board members
have questions or comments?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I get -- I ask a
question and then I answer it.
       I'm not totally understanding what's going
on here.  It looks like, in spite of the fact that
there's a calculated excess of beds, you don't
contribute to that because you're going to reduce
beds in the same area at another place.
       Am I saying that right?
       MS. AMIANO:  Right.  We'll take 40 beds
out of service --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       MS. AMIANO:  -- and put these 40 beds in
service so it's neutral.  There's no increase in
beds.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.  Okay.
       MS. AMIANO:  Yeah.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  But then it looks like
the State agency report still has a problem with
these referral letters from hospitals and
physicians.
       It enables us to determine if there's
going to be enough demand for you to operate at
90 percent, and, apparently, you didn't submit
these letters in the format that the State Board
requires.
       Is that the correct interpretation?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  That's correct.  Instead
of referral letters that we require, they provided
an in-depth market feasibility study if you refer
to page 10, Mr. Sewell, yeah.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MS. AMIANO:  I would also add that we were
under a confidentiality agreement when we did the
asset purchase of Mercy Creek, so that was -- the
closing was on August 9th.  We literally submitted
the CON within 10 days of that.
       So we couldn't go out to market in the
traditional way that you might envision doing that
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because of that confidentiality.  They were very
concerned about their -- you know, of course --
the revenues and that and going to hospitals.
       We have subsequent to that received
additional letters, although I'm not sure it's in
the form that you all need but --
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yeah.
       MS. AMIANO:  -- you know, we do -- again,
I think -- because of the reasons of the quality
that's provided in the marketplace and the lack of
access to private rooms, we believe that we will
have more than enough volume to support the
project.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Other questions or
comments?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Mr. Chairman --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  -- I'd just like to add
one thing.
       I think we have to commend Judy.  She has
stuck with the Long-Term Care Subcommittee since
its inception, and she's still there.  So that --
       MS. AMIANO:  Nine years I've served on
that.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That last part is
really --
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  And she's still there,
yes.
       MS. AMIANO:  And I will tell you this
whole subject of the referral letters has been an
active conversation for nine years.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.  I gotcha.
       So let me -- I'm trying to get some help
from either you, Mike, or Board members about the
reason, if any, that we should be concerned about
this financial viability ratio.
       It looks like that the ratio is too high.
In other words, there's -- in relation to the
total capitalization of the effort.  This entity
and its subsidiaries has too much debt.
       Is that the proper way to interpret that
ratio?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  According to our rules.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  According to our rules?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yes, according to our
rules.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  They meet all the other
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standards the Board has.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Days cash on hand,
364 days.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Oh.
       MS. AVERY:  That's pretty good.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       I'm sorry.  Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes.  If you'd like me to
weigh in on the financial part --
       MS. AVERY:  Please do.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Please use your mic.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Oh, sorry.
       If you'd like me to weigh in on the
financial part --
       MS. AVERY:  Pull the mic a little more --
       MEMBER HEMME:  A little closer?
       MS. AVERY:  A lot closer.
       MS. MITCHELL:  A lot closer, right.
       MEMBER HEMME:  How's that?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  They have a thing about
that.
       (Laughter.)
       MEMBER HEMME:  I guess they do.  Maybe
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I don't want everybody to hear.
       In looking at the comparison year
over year from 2016 to 2017, they are improving
their cash position --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MEMBER HEMME:  -- their loss from
operations is decreasing, and I think the ratio is
happening because their long-term debt increased,
if I'm reading this correctly.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That's what it looks
like.
       MEMBER HEMME:  And I'm not sure, on a
nonprofit, that that's necessarily a bad thing.
       MS. AMIANO:  I think what you're not
seeing there is we have funds that -- we use
interest off of those funds to support operations.
That's just, as a ministry, who we are, and you're
not seeing that one.
       MEMBER HEMME:  They're even reducing their
current long-term liabilities.
       So I think -- from what I'm seeing on the
financial statements, that's not disturbing to me,
as a finance person.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Good.  That's the help
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I needed.
       Any other comments or questions from Board
members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  The roll
call.
       MR. ROATE:  Motion made by Dr. McNeil;
seconded by Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Well, this is a -- I have
a dilemma.  Okay?
       Looking at the staff report, I have been
quite concerned; however, when Mr. Constantino
said you had stuck with it all the way through,
I think I'm agreeing to change my mind and
vote yes.
       MS. AMIANO:  Thank you.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the almost
totally positive State report and the testimony
today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 284

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and the testimony, which dealt with issues
raised in the staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report in combination with today's testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.  I'm going to vote
yes based on the advice by Ms. Hemme.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       MS. AMIANO:  Thank you all very much.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The project's approved.
       Thank you.
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  The next project is
H-08, Project No. 18-030, Gottlieb Memorial
Hospital.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-030, Gottlieb Memorial Hospital, for a
modernization/expansion project?
       MEMBER HEMME:  So moved.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
       The Applicants propose a major
modernization of the emergency department on the
campus of Gottlieb Memorial Hospital at a cost of
approximately $15.8 million.  The expected
completion date is March 31st, 2021.
       There are no findings related to this
report.  There was no opposition, no letters of
support, no public hearing.
       (Chairman Sewell left the dais.)
       ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MURPHY:  Would you like
to swear them in.
       And then identify yourselves, if there are
any comments.

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 286

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
please print your names on the sheet there.
       MR. GREEN:  This one's going to be much
easier.
       MS. MITCHELL:  No visuals?
       MR. GREEN:  There are absolutely no
findings so -- they're all positive findings,
there was no opposition, and it is a very simple
modernization of an existing emergency department.
       We have 17 beds now; they will have
17 beds when they're done.  Completion date is
March 31st, 2021.
       ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MURPHY:  Thank you.  Are
there any questions from the Board?
       (No response.)
       ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MURPHY:  Seeing none,
George, will you please call the roll.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Madam Chair.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the
findings.
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       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the positive
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
positive report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Madam Chair.
       ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MURPHY:  Yes, based on
the positive staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  5 votes in the affirmative.
       ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MURPHY:  Congratulations.
       MR. GREEN:  Thank you.
       MS. PRICE:  Thank you.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Just for the record,
Mr. Sewell has left the room.
       MS. AVERY:  Melanie, do you want a break?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Yes.
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       ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MURPHY:  We are going to
take a five-minute break, and then we will come
back for the next project.
       (A recess was taken from 3:21 p.m. to
3:28 p.m.  Chairman Sewell returned to the dais.)
                       - - -

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 289

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  We're back
in session.
       The next project is H-09, Project
No. 18-031, Anderson Surgery Center.
       I need a motion to approve Anderson
Surgery Center to establish a multispecialty
ambulatory surgery treatment center.
       Is there a motion?
       MEMBER HEMME:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
       The Applicants propose to establish a
multispecialty ASTC in leased space at a cost of
approximately $7.7 million.  The anticipated
project completion date is December 31st, 2021.
       We had one finding related to this
project.  We received a number of letters of
support, no letters of opposition, and no public
hearing was requested.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
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       Would you swear the Applicant in.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Four witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you all introduce
yourselves and --
       MR. PAGE:  Yes.  Good afternoon.
       My name is Keith Page, and I'm the
president of Anderson Hospital.  And with me here
today is Lisa Klaustermeier, the chief nursing
officer of Anderson; Mike Marshall, the chief
financial officer at Anderson; and Sue Campbell,
who is the CEO of Community Hospital of Staunton.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do you have comments for
the Board?
       MR. PAGE:  We do.
       Anderson Hospital will hold the majority
interest in the Anderson Surgery Center and is the
sole corporate member of Community Hospital of
Staunton.
       Anderson Surgery Center will be located in
Edwardsville, in Madison County, which is on the
Illinois side of the St. Louis metropolitan area.
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This geographic service area is a 17-mile radius
of the facility, in accordance with your rules,
and includes areas in both Illinois and Missouri.
       The facility is a cooperative venture with
Anderson Hospital and also replaces the surgical
facilities at Community Hospital, which have
significant deficiencies and from which the
primary surgeons retired in 2014.  Community
Hospital, a critical-access hospital, was acquired
by Anderson in 2016, and the only surgery
currently being performed there is ambulatory
surgery, which can be performed at Anderson
Surgery Center.
       Anderson Surgery Center will also provide
an appropriate setting for pediatric surgeons and
gastroenterologists from SSM Cardinal Glennon
Children's Hospital in St. Louis, who will be able
to perform ambulatory surgery and endoscopy on
their current Illinois patients in a lower-cost,
payer-friendly surgical setting that is located
closer to the patients' homes and will not require
the patients to leave Illinois to undergo surgery.
       We thank the staff for their detailed
review of our application and are pleased that the
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project conforms with the Part 1110 rules.
       I would also like to spend a few minutes
addressing the single negative finding in the
staff report.  The project costs exceed the
State Board standards for new construction and
contingencies and, also, for movable equipment.
Let me summarize the explanation for these costs,
which we provided to your staff and which you will
find in the staff report.
       First, let me address the construction and
contingency costs.  As we noted in our response to
the negative finding, Anderson Surgery Center's
construction costs exceed the State standard
because of requirements in the I-55 Corridor
Development Code that was adopted in 2016 by both
the City of Edwardsville and Madison County.  We
submitted information about this code as part of
our response.
       We have been able to calculate that
compliance with these code requirements increased
the construction costs for the Anderson Surgery
Center by $366,200, which added $43 per square
foot to the construction costs.
       Although our architects and hospital staff
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met with the officials a number of times to
protest the additional costs we will incur by
conforming to the requirements of the I-55
Corridor Development Code and we were, in fact,
able to reduce some of those requirements, we must
still comply with those that remain.
       If we did not have to expend these
additional construction costs to comply with this
code, the project's construction and contingency
costs would be $407 per gross square foot, which
is below the State Board standard of $415.
       Let me summarize the six requirements of
the I-55 Corridor Development Code, each of which
is detailed in our response to the negative
finding that you will find at the end of the staff
report.
       First, additional windows and a clerestory
need to be constructed beyond those needed for
this facility.  Second, overhangs must be
constructed for the building.  Third, an
additional pedestrian entrance must be
constructed, which necessitates adding sidewalks,
glazing, canopy, signage, a glass vestibule with
automatic doors, and significantly increased

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 294

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

interior space within the building.
       Fourth, the building exterior must be
constructed of 75 percent brick, and the side
and rear building facades must have a level of
trim and finish compatible with the front facade.
Fifth, shading devices must be added to the south
facade of the building.  And, sixth, we had to add
brick pilasters in order to meet the requirement
that the building facade be broken up.
       Now let me address the movable equipment
costs.  The State Board standard for moveable
equipment is based upon the number of operating
rooms and the procedure rooms of an ambulatory
surgical treatment center, irrespective of the
number of surgical specialties that will be
performed at the ASTC.
       This standard does not consider the
differences among ASTCs, even those with the same
number of operating rooms and procedures.  One key
difference between this project and a number of
other ASTC projects is that this CON application
establishes 12 different surgical specialties
based on referral letters from 21 physicians and
dentists, 6 of whom are pediatric surgeons.
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       Different surgical instruments are
required for different surgical specialties, and,
in addition, different, smaller instruments are
required for pediatric patients as distinct from
adult patients undergoing surgery in the same
specialty.
       The equipment list for this project, which
is included in the CON application, includes
equipment, furnishings, and instruments to perform
surgery in 12 different surgical specialties with
four additional lists of surgical instruments for
pediatric surgeons separate from the lists of
surgical instruments for adults in the same
specialties.
       The surgical instruments totaled
$1,198,657, which is far more than would be
budgeted for a comparatively sized ASTC serving
one or a small number of specialties.  Pediatric
instruments are budgeted for $242,200, and all the
pediatric surgical specialties also have similar
instrument lists for adult patients in those
specialties.
       In addition, we have been able to identify
additional costs of nearly $200,000 for equipment
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that we are acquiring that is compatible with
Anderson Hospital but that other ASTCs might not
use.  These include instrument cleaners for
endoscopy scopes, full-sized equipment for
endoscopy and sterile processing, a computer
system for endoscopy, and stretchers for all
pre- and postoperative locations as opposed to
using recliners.
       We are acquiring an electronic medical
system for the surgery center that is compatible
with the hospitals' EMR but is likely to be more
expensive than many used at ASTCs.
       These expenditures total approximately
$1,400,000 due to the particulars of this ASTC and
our intention to make our surgery center
compatible with Anderson Hospital's surgery
department.
       Thank you for the opportunity to present
this information, and we are happy to answer any
questions.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Thank you.
       Mike, am I making too much of this phrase
"movable equipment not in construction contracts"?
       I mean, what -- what's the concern?
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       MR. CONSTANTINO:  That's just --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That's what it says;
right?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  That's what it says,
yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  But I'm -- I'm stuck on
them not "being in construction contracts."
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yeah.  It's separate and
distinct.  We use a standard based upon surgery
and procedure rooms.  It's been the standard we've
used for years.
       I know that's not much help.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Can you help me, as the
Applicant?
       Why would we -- I guess I'm asking you to
talk about us.
       (Laughter.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  What -- why would we be
concerned about excess cost that's not in
construction contracts?
       Do you see my question?
       MR. PAGE:  I'm not sure.
       The equipment costs that we have included
in our application are furnishings, of course
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surgical equipment, and then, also, other
equipment to be used for sterilizing
instruments --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MR. PAGE:  -- so it covers all of the
non -- the costs that -- furnishings that are not
construction-related costs.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Mr. Sewell, I bet I know
a young lady that might be able to help us out
here.
       Ms. Rozran might be able to help us out.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Oh, is Andrea still
here?  I know she knows the answer.
       MS. ROZRAN:  I'm not sure.
       Should you swear me in?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Yes.
       (One witness sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  Please
state and spell your name.
       MS. ROZRAN:  I'm Andrea Rozran, president
of Diversified Health Resources.  My last name is
R-o-z-r-a-n, and I'm a consultant to this project.
       These costs are being capitalized as part
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of this project, and it is a rule for CON
applications that all costs that are capitalized
as part of a project must be included in the
CON costs so, when a final report is submitted,
the Applicant can state that all costs that have
been capitalized and will be reported to CMS or to
HFS -- either for Medicare or Medicaid -- will be
reported.
       In this case, all costs that -- of
equipment -- let's start with the equipment --
regardless of their costs, are capitalized.  It is
a practice of Southwestern Illinois Health
Facilities, Inc. -- which is the parent of
Anderson Hospital and will be the entity -- that
that's there.  Furnishings, such as desks in
registration, printers, and computers are all
included in this number and they would vary.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  And they would --
       MS. ROZRAN:  I don't want to say too
much -- I'm trying to answer you and --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  No, I got it.
       MS. ROZRAN:  I agree with you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  But they -- but they
would not be in construction contracts.
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       MS. ROZRAN:  They are not construction
costs.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I see.  Okay.
       MS. ROZRAN:  They are not construction
costs, but they are capitalized as part of the
cost of this project.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  You can invoice
Mr. Constantino.
       (Laughter.)
       MS. AVERY:  Mr. Sewell, I would like to
add to it.  What she's saying is all correct, but
we have been struggling for years trying to figure
out how it got there and if it's something that we
need to continue to look at or have in the rules
of the Board.
       So we know exactly what Ms. Rozran was
saying.  We're just trying to figure out the
history of why it was there.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  And we're paying
attention to this one because it's a lot.  I mean,
it's -- what? -- 16 percent of the project.
       MS. ROZRAN:  And that's why Mr. Page --
that's why Mr. Page spoke about the number of
specialties.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       MS. ROZRAN:  If we think about the other
projects you've seen today for surgicenters, even
the multispecialty, it was many fewer.
       I can't answer how it got there, but
I think that the key is that there is a standard
for it for ASTCs --
       MS. AVERY:  Uh-huh.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Uh-huh.
       MS. ROZRAN:  -- and for other categories
but not for hospitals.
       MS. AVERY:  Right.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Right.
       MS. ROZRAN:  Maybe the thing that rule-
making could look at would be whether you need
this standard for a quick -- for FF&E for ASTCs.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MS. AVERY:  And I agree with that.  And it
has been a struggle.  When we met with the IDPH
ASTC board, we could never come to a compromise on
it, so maybe we can pick that up.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do other Board
members -- yes.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  One question -- two
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questions:  How far is Staunton from your new
facility?
       MR. PAGE:  17 miles.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Is there an emergency
room in Staunton?
       MS. CAMPBELL:  Yes, sir, there is, 24/7.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do you expect to keep it?
       MS. CAMPBELL:  Yes, sir, we will.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Ms. Avery whispered
"They have to."
       MS. AVERY:  Okay.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I just want to be open
with everybody.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Like Streator?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah, yeah.  Right.
       Any other comments or questions by the
Board?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  If not, roll
call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Ms. Hemme; seconded by
Ms. Murphy.
       Senator Demuzio.
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       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  I vote yes, based upon
the testimony I've heard today and, also, the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  I vote yes, based on the
staff reports and the testimony here today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I vote yes based on
the staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  I vote yes based on the
staff report and today's explanations.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I vote yes.
       I think we've had a decent explanation of
this 1120.140.
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       MR. ROATE:  6 votes in the affirmative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Oh, the project's
approved.
       MR. PAGE:  Thank you very much.
       MS. CAMPBELL:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  The next project
is H-10, Little Company of Mary Hospital.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-032, Little Company of Mary Hospital, to
modernize the emergency department.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  I had to thank my
assistant.
       (Laughter.)
       MS. MITCHELL:  She will bill you directly;
right?  Not the Board?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
       The Applicant proposes to upgrade the
hospital's emergency department with new
construction and a renovation of the existing
emergency department and support areas.  The cost
of the project is approximately $25.3 million, and
the expected completion date is December 15th,
2021.
       We did have one finding related to this
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project, no opposition, no request for public
hearing, and no letters of support.
       Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Swear the Applicant in.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Three witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
please print your names.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you all introduce
yourselves?  And we want to hear any comments that
you have.
       DR. HANLON:  I am Dr. John Hanlon,
H-a-n-l-o-n.  I am the CEO of Little Company of
Mary Hospital.
       MR. AXEL:  Jack Axel, Axel & Associates.
       DR. WALSH:  I'm Dr. Bill Walsh, W-a-l-s-h.
I'm the medical director of the emergency
department.
       DR. HANLON:  First of all, I want to
thank you for this opportunity to present this to
the Board.
       Little Company of Mary Hospital is a
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210-bed acute care hospital in Evergreen Park, a
southwest suburb, about a half mile from the city
limits of Chicago.  It was founded in 1930 by the
Sisters of Little Company of Mary.  We are a
full-service hospital.
       We are very excited about this opportunity
to redo our emergency department, which is
approximately 35 years old.  It is outdated.  We
treat just under 50,000 patients per year.  About
70 percent of our inpatients are actually admitted
through the emergency department.  About a quarter
of all our patients who come into the emergency
department get admitted.
       We are a -- dealing with the -- the age of
the emergency department, the rooms are small.
This becomes a problem with access to the patient,
having family having room in the patient treatment
areas.  It also becomes a problem with access of
equipment to the patients.  Because of the
antiquated layout of the emergency department,
when patients have to go for radiology imaging,
they have to be wheeled through a patient waiting
area to get there, so there are issues with
patient privacy as well as patient comfort.
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       This is a redoing of the emergency
department that will result in a reduction of the
number of treatment areas from 29 down to 25.  We
think, with our volume of just under 50,000, that
would be sufficient for us.  It will enable us to
increase the treatment areas, as well.  In
addition to patient area, the ED is also a
training site for student nurses.
       This project will be funded with cash and
securities.  There will be no financing of the
project.
       MR. AXEL:  Thank you, Dr. Hanlon.
       If I may, I'd like to address the negative
finding.
       We've met all of the criteria related to
number of ED stations, project size, and project
costs.  The project was reviewed against 21 review
criteria standards and failed to meet 1; that is,
Review Criterion 1120.270(C), which notes that
historical hospital-wide imaging utilization does
not report the single general radiology and single
ultrasound unit to be located in the ED.
       We are not adding any additional radiology
equipment to the hospital, but, rather, we are
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ensuring that there's, readily available, an X-ray
unit and a CT unit as well as an ultrasound unit
in the emergency department.
       This is absolutely consistent with
contemporary emergency department standards.  It
eliminates the need to transport patients to the
imaging department, and it results in a much more
speedy diagnosis and much more efficient patient
experience.
       With those comments, we would be happy to
answer any questions.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Comments, questions by
the Board?
       Yes, Doctor.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  The other radiology
equipment, is that new equipment that you're
buying and retiring old or just dedicating
existing to the ER?
       DR. WALSH:  We will be buying a new
CT scanner, and the ultrasound equipment will be
existing equipment, and the X-ray equipment will
be existing equipment.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So you're spending
about -- what? -- 2.7 million, $3 million on this
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equipment?
       I'm guessing.  That's close -- that's --
I'm not going to worry about it.
       DR. WALSH:  Okay.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Other questions,
comments?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We're ready.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes.  I'm voting yes
based on comments I've heard today and, also,
staff reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
reports and the testimony here today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
mostly positive staff report and the testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
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       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and the testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the staff
report and today's testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I vote yes.  The staff
report breaks down the difference in what's being
proposed and what is existing, and there is
actually a decrease in the emergency department
stations and then the increase in the one
ultrasound, so I'm not particularly concerned.
       So I vote yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
       MR. AXEL:  Thank you.
       DR. WALSH:  Thank you.
       DR. HANLON:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Next is
H-11, Morris Hospital.
       May I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-033, Morris Hospital, for a major
modernization project.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  So moved.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
       The Applicant proposes a modernization of
the clinical areas at the hospital, of all the
support areas, and infrastructure upgrades.  The
cost of the project is approximately $36 million,
and the expected completion date is December 31st,
2022.
       We received a number of letters of support
for this project.  There were no letters of
opposition.  No public hearing was requested, and
we did have findings related to this project.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 313

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       Would you swear the Applicant in.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Five witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  Please
print your names.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Could you introduce your
team and then give us any comments that you'd like
to make?
       MR. STEADHAM:  All right.  Thank you.
       Thank you, ladies and gentlemen of the
committee.  It's a -- we appreciate the
opportunity to comment on our application.
       I'm Mark Steadham, president and CEO at
Morris Hospital & Healthcare Centers.  With me
today is Tom Dohm, who's our vice president of
professional services; also with us is Jeff Mark,
our adviser on CON; and then also with us is
John Roundtree, manager of planning; and
Jim Young, who is our project manager.
       First, I'd like to share with you a little
bit of information about Morris Hospital.  We are
an 89-bed community hospital located about
55 miles southwest of Chicago.  We've been in
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existence for over 110 years, and we serve mostly
the community of Grundy County but along with
those residents in counties surrounding us.
Morris has a strong reputation for delivering
compassionate and personalized care and provides
many services that you don't typically find in an
89-bed community hospital.
       Among those services that we provide are
interventional cardiology, advanced cancer
treatment, along with certifications as a Level II
trauma center, a Level II perinatal center, and we
have an emergency department that is approved for
pediatrics, and we are approved as a primary
stroke center.
       Along with the traditional hospital-based
services, Morris Hospital & Healthcare Centers
provides a network of services through 25 different
locations in 12 different communities.  This
includes three immediate care centers that offer
occupational as well as urgent care, satellite
laboratory services, imaging services, outpatient
rehabilitation, cardiac and pulmonary rehab,
radiation therapy, and primary care and specialty
physician practices.
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       The hospital's accomplishments include
serving as a resource hospital in the Region 7
emergency medical services.  Morris Hospital and
Morris Community YMCA have established a
partnership to enhance the health and wellness of
the people we serve.  We are the recipient of the
advisory board company's 2017 Workplace of
the Year award and an annual award that
specializes -- excuse me -- that recognizes
hospitals and health systems nationwide for our --
for outstanding levels of employee engagement.
       We've been recognized by Truven Health
Analytics as a top-100 hospital three years, and
we have been listed by Becker's Hospital Review as
one of the 100 great community hospitals
three years running now.
       In addition to that, we have received
five-star excellence for our performance at the
90th percentile with our patients' experiences,
and we have been -- received an award as the
top-performer in nursing care through Professional
Resource Consultants, so we had the highest-
performing level for nursing care in all of their
surveys.
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       We are here today to talk about support
for modernization of Morris Hospital components.
We have support from the board of Morris Hospital,
from our local legislators, community leaders, as
well.
       The areas that are slated for
modernization were constructed many years ago.
Technology and patient expectations, of course,
have changed significantly since then.  Through
our process we used a lean-led design to
incorporate new aspects into our project.
       So after careful planning, analysis, and a
thorough review of all the options available to
us, we are submitting an application for
modernization of physical components of Morris
Hospital that include the emergency department,
our entrance for the patients coming into the
hospital, a new infusion center, a new women's
imaging suite, a new on-stage and off-stage, if
you will, floor plan, and new replacement of HVAC
for the surgery department and new cardiology
diagnostic services.  This includes approximately
12,300 square feet of clinical space on the first
floor of the hospital.
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       In addition, the project will include some
infrastructure renewal for some of the dated
facilities that we are updating, so we'll be
updating fire protection, mechanical systems,
plumbing systems, and electrical systems,
including emergency power.  The project will
enable the hospital to continue to provide
excellent quality services to the residents of
Grundy County and the neighboring communities.
       So thank you very much for consideration
of our application.  I'll now turn it over to Jeff
Mark, our consultant, who will address the
specific issues identified in the staff report.
       MR. MARK:  Thank you, Mark.
       And thank you, Board, for this opportunity
to speak with you today.
       Of the approximately 25 criteria in the
application, staff identified 4 findings.  These
four findings really address two particular
issues.  One is square footage and the other has
to do with utilization.  This project includes
12 clinical service areas and 56,000 square feet
of projected renovation space.
       The first criterion that was identified in
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the findings was in the size of the project or
square footage for 2 of the 12 clinical service
areas.  These were nuclear medicine and procedure
rooms.  The resulting excess square footage totals
355 square feet out of 56,000 or approximately
0.6 percent of the total project.
       The reason being for this excess square
footage where we could not meet the State's
standard has to do with this being a renovation
project whereby we're stuck with existing
positions of corridors, existing columns, existing
shafts, and, therefore, you can't necessarily get
an optimal floor plan.  And like I said, this
resulted in 355 square feet over the Board's
standards.
       The next three issues have to do with
utilization, and one of the peculiarities of the
Board's rules is that some of the criteria are
interrelated whereby, if you're negative in one,
you wind up being negative in more than one,
and I put forth that the next three are of that
nature.
       So the first of the three -- or the first
two have to do with your standards, the Board's

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 319

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

standards for projected utilization and service
modernization.  These are Rules .120(B) and
.270(C).
       Specifically staff found that the number
of rooms -- again, for nuclear medicine and
procedure room services, as well as the emergency
department -- did not meet the State standards.
       Let's start with the emergency department.
This modernization has been planned around
14 general-purpose examination/treatment rooms
with a projected utilization of 27,000 annual
visits, so this is perfectly in line with the
Board's standard of 2,000 visits per station.
       However, for purposes of Morris Hospital's
program, there are -- in addition to the general
purpose rooms, there are three specialty
designated rooms or specialty purpose-designated
rooms.  These include two rooms for behavioral
health holding where psychiatric patients may
present at the emergency room and be held until
stabilized or transferred elsewhere, and included
in the design is one S-A-N-E room, SANE room,
which stands for "sexual assault nurse
examination," I believe, and this is a room that
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is intended to handle sexual assault victims.  The
number of nuclear med and surgical procedure rooms
being proposed are the identical number as exist.
       And Morris Hospital, being a smaller
hospital -- there are a total of 89 beds.  Morris
Hospital has noted in its historical performance
that having the complement of two nuclear medicine
scanners and three procedure rooms has enabled
them to operate more efficiently and schedule more
efficiently given the nature of their patient
presentations and their physician availability.
So like I said, what's being proposed in nuc med
and in procedure rooms is the exact same
complement they have had for many years.
       And, finally, the last finding that staff
made had to do with our assurances, that the Board
does require that the Applicant provide assurances
that modernized services would be at the target
occupancy or target utilization within two years
of project completion.
       Well, given what we said about nuclear
medicine, procedure rooms, and the emergency
department, we cannot make that statement without
misleading the Board.  So we will make a statement
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at this time that Morris Hospital does assure the
Board that it will meet target utilization rates
for all services for which the Board has
utilization rates except for those three services,
based on the explanations presented.
       With that said, I'll turn it back to Mark
and entertain any questions.
       MR. STEADHAM:  I don't have any other
comments.  Thank you very much.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       Board members, any questions or comments?
       Yes, Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  What are the demographics
like in Morris?
       MR. STEADHAM:  So the community of Morris
is approximately 14,000.  We serve -- our service
area is approximately 110,000.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Is it growing?
       MR. STEADHAM:  Very small.  It was growing
prior to 2008, like all of us.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Anyone else?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  We're ready for roll
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call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  I'm going to be voting
yes now that I've heard the assurances that you're
going to meet all of the Board requirements that
we're asking for from the staff report.  So I'm
going to be voting yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the staff
report and, also, the testimony today.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on a mostly
positive staff report and the testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report, testimony, and, in particular, you looked
at building a new hospital for 200 million and
chose renovation, which is a lot less expensive.
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       So the report and testimony were very
helpful, yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the report
and today's testimony and explanation.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I vote yes.  I bought
their explanation for the full project.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 6 votes in the
affirmative.
       MR. STEADHAM:  Thank you.
       MR. MARK:  Thank you.
       MR. DOHM:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Application approved, yes.
                       - - -

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 324

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  The next project
is H-12.  It's Edward Hospital.
       I'd like to have a motion to approve
Project No. 18-034, Edward Hospital, to establish
a medical office building.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose to add a two-story
addition to the approved medical office building
approved as Permit No. 18-015 at the July 2018
State Board meeting.  The cost of the project is
$23.4 million, and the expected completion date is
November 30th, 2020.
       There was no public hearing requested.  No
letters of support or opposition were received,
and we had no findings.
       I would like to point out, though, that
the shell space identified in this project -- they
will have to come back and get approval for
whatever they do in that shell space --
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  -- no matter the cost.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       Would you swear them in.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  And would you introduce
yourselves.
       MR. KOTTMANN:  Yes.  Good afternoon.
Thank you for reviewing our application.
       I'm Bill Kottmann, K-o-t-t-m-a-n-n,
president and CEO of Edward Hospital.  To my left
is Roger Pierce, P-i-e-r-c-e.  He is our assistant
director of construction of the facilities.
       In light of the positive staff report with
no findings and, also, in light of the time,
I forgo any opening comment.  But with that said,
I'd like to thank staff for their report, and,
also, we're happy to answer any questions you may
have.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any comments or
questions by Board members?
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       Yes, Doctor.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So we're really looking
at approving an empty, new building?
       MR. KOTTMANN:  No.  Maybe it would help if
I gave you some background on this.  Okay?
       MS. AVERY:  Yeah.
       MR. KOTTMANN:  So the building that we'd
like to build is located on a piece of property on
the Edward campus that is the only remaining piece
of property that is adjacent to the hospital, so
we want to maximize whatever is put there.
       With that -- this project has been in the
planning stages for at least the last four years
or so.  The local building requirements allow us
to build up to a five-story building.  At the time
we were planning, we really didn't have the
programming to do all five stories, and we thought
it would be more financially prudent to just do
three stories but build the foundation such that,
if we wanted to come back later and add the two
stories later, we could.  So that was the intent,
and we got the original approval for the three
stories with the foundation to build five.
       Since then, after we've gotten deeper into
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the architectural drawings, a couple of -- and
two things have emerged.  One is that we've
realized that, in order to add those two stories
later on, not only is it going to cost us,
obviously, the additional costs for those
two stories but, given inflation as well as extra
costs required because we're going to run out of
any staging area because we're going to back right
up to the surrounding streets, it's going to cost
us about 40 percent more to build the building,
say, in five years than it would if we did it
today.
       Also, in that time period since we got
first approved, we've had requests from a number
of surgeons who wanted to rent space in the
building, at this time not enough to fill up two
stories so -- you know, we're adding two more
stories.  One story will be filled with physician
office space.  The second story, which is the
shelled space -- we're reviewing a couple things,
either to potentially put it into a medical office
building space, rent to other physicians, or
potentially use it for patient services.
       So as Mike had said, you know, we will
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have to come back -- for whatever we decide for
that shelled space, we will come back to the Board
for that.
       Does that answer your questions?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes.  So one floor you
have to come back for?
       MR. KOTTMANN:  Correct.  One floor we have
programming for today --
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Or 20 percent.
       MR. KOTTMANN:  Thank you.  Yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any other comments or
questions by the Board?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, I'm going to be
voting yes, based on what I've just heard and on
the staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the positive
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staff reports.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
positive staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and clarifications.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the positive
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.  No findings.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 6 votes in the
affirmative.
       MR. KOTTMANN:  Thank you very much.
       MR. PIERCE:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Next is
Project H-13, Morrison Community Hospital.
       Can I have a motion to approve Project
No. 18-035, Morrison Community Hospital, for a
major modernization project?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Motion.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
       The Applicant proposes a modernization of
a 25-bed critical-access hospital in Morrison,
Illinois, at a cost of approximately
$22.5 million.  Expected completion date is
December 31st, 2022.
       We did have findings regarding this
project.  No public hearing was requested, and no
letters of support or opposition were received by
the State Board staff.
       I would like to point out that this
facility is what we term a necessary provider by
the Illinois Department of Public Health and a
critical-access hospital.
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       Our standards, as you've seen on all of
these projects that have come in for modernization
for critical-access hospitals, do -- are not meant
for these types of facilities.  So you'll see a
lot of negatives here, but, overall, we thought
that the report and the purpose was in line with
what others are doing.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  It's called a necessary
hospital.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Necessary hospital?  Not
a necessary provider?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  See, like you sound like
you're saying "unnecessary."
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Oh, I'm sorry.  No.
"Necessary."
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I wanted to clear that
up for y'all's benefit.
       MS. PFISTER:  Thank you.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Could you swear
them in?
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Would you raise your
right hands, please.
       (Four witnesses sworn.)
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       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
please print your names if you haven't.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Would you introduce
yourselves.
       MS. PFISTER:  I sure can.
       My name is Pam Pfister, and I'm the CEO of
Morrison Community Hospital.  With me I have
Michael Copelin, our CON consultant; Cami Megli,
our CFO; and Tim Hickey, our preconstruction
manager.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.
       MS. PFISTER:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman
and members of the Board, and thank you for this
opportunity to present this very important project
to you for consideration and, hopefully, approval.
       Again, my name is Pam Pfister, and I am
CEO of Morrison Community Hospital, a 25-bed
critical-access hospital located in Morrison,
Illinois.
       In order to save the Board's time, I will
be addressing only the areas identified by the
staff as being inconsistent with Board's criteria.
We truly appreciate your staff's efforts in
assisting us with this application and their hard
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work in evaluating our project.
       The staff report indicates that the
project does not meet the State standard for the
size of the surgery department.  The discrepancy
here totals only 19 gross square feet and is a
direct result of the need to connect the proposed
new construction to the existing building.  Some
additional corridor space is needed to make that
connection.
       The low utilization of the medical/
surgical beds resulted in negative findings in
four criteria, Criterion 1110.120(B), project
service; Criterion 1110.120(E), assurances;
Criterion 1110.120(D), medical/surgical
modernization; and Criterion 1110.270(C), service
modernization.
       Our historical utilization has been
somewhat below State standards but over the past
several years has increased slowly but steadily,
and we anticipate it to continue.  The future
growth was not used to justify the proposed
project because we wanted to use the most
conservative figures we could to justify the
financing of the proposed project to both the
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financial institutions and to our community
leaders to show that this project could be
supported by historical volumes alone.
       We believe that our utilization will
actually increase over the next several years due
to our continued recruitment of additional
physicians, the modernization and expansion of our
surgery and emergency departments, and the
reduction in the number of patients now bypassing
our hospital due to the lack of resources needed
to treat them.
       We recently recruited a podiatrist, and he
began providing surgical services in May of
this year.  This specialist is also trained to
perform ankle replacements, which is a very unique
procedure for our area.  We also recently
recruited a cardiology and infectious disease
physician.  I am currently actively recruiting a
family practice physician, orthopedic, and ENT.
The family practice recruitment should be
concluded in the next six months.
       With the addition of the podiatrist,
cardiologist, and infectious disease providers,
this will have a trickle-over effect, adding
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volumes to the emergency room, med/surg, and
skilled care.  The podiatry and cardiology
patients will utilize the ER and med/surg areas
while the infectious disease physician will
increase admissions to the med/surg and skilled
care services.  These services are new to our
hospital.  Securing an additional family practice
physician will also increase emergency room and
med/surg volumes.
       The project includes eight new patient
care rooms, of which two will be assigned to care
for bariatric patients as well as having dual-
occupancy capabilities for a husband and wife as
well as parent and child, 10 beds in total.  The
current rooms were built in 1973 and do not
provide access to private showers, the commode is
separated by bifolding doors, and the sink is
located in the patient care room, of course built
according to the 1970 standards at that time.
       Six rooms will be discontinued from use;
these rooms accommodate 10 beds.  All the above
are patient satisfaction, safety, and infection
control concerns.
       The remaining hallway, which is not
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included in the project, utilizes nine rooms, of
which six are dual occupancy and three are single
occupancy, 15 beds in total.  Adding these new
eight rooms, 10 beds, will provide enhanced
patient satisfaction, private showers and
restrooms, and square footage to accommodate
skilled and bariatric needs.  One of the new rooms
will also be modified to accommodate negative air
pressure requirements.
       We are strategically adding these
eight rooms so that, upon conclusion of this
project, this allows for future renovations to be
made to the remaining rooms while still
maintaining a potential 10-bed occupancy.  Upon
conclusion of all future renovations, the bed
occupancy will be reviewed for utilization, and
adjustments will be made at that time.  We believe
that the utilization of the hospital will continue
to increase as the continued recruitment of new
providers succeeds.
       In regards to the assurances criterion, we
do not believe that we will meet all of the
occupancy targets within the two years after
project completion.  We believe that the process
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may extend beyond that period, so I am unable to,
in good conscience, assure you that those targets
will be met that quickly; however, I do believe,
based upon our most recent utilization results,
that those targets will be achieved in the near
future.
       In regards to the emergency department, it
is important to note that the current emergency
department has only 759 gross square feet to
accommodate three treatment bays.  We have on many
occasions occupied all three bays with additional
patients waiting in the corridor.  This requires
the ambulance service to bypass the hospital and
take patients considerably farther away for care.
       The new emergency department will have
4,240 gross square feet and five individual rooms.
Three rooms will replace our existing department
and a fourth room will be used primarily for
trauma cases while the fifth room will accommodate
mental health and/or isolation patients.  The
fourth and fifth rooms will be reserved for their
intended primary purposes except in those
instances where the other three rooms are already
in use.
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       Our current outpatient clinic is available
to the public from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.;
however, staffing needs have prompted us to reduce
the hours for this service to 8:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m., which will also add patients to the
emergency department workload in order to provide
services in the hours that the clinic is closed.
       The cardiologist who recently came on
staff is also allowing the hospital to treat
patients who in the past would have gone to other
hospitals.  Our recruiting efforts for the family
medicine physician will also positively impact the
ED volumes.
       In summary, our existing ED is
dramatically undersized and inadequate to care for
the patients we currently see, and this situation
is expected to only worsen without the proposed
project.
       In regards to the surgery, with the most
recent addition of the podiatrist, our surgical
volumes have increased 30 percent, and his
practice continues to build.
       In the first quarter of 2018, I was
actively recruiting an orthopedic physician.
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Because our current surgical rooms do not have
adequate square footage to accommodate orthopedic
surgeries such as hip and knee replacement, we
were exploring a shared employment opportunity.
The physician declined this offer as this type of
employment structure was not his employment
preference.  Simply said, without the addition of
a new surgery room, my ability to secure an
orthopedic is nearly unattainable.
       In order to meet the surgical needs of our
podiatrist, urologist, gastroenterologist, general
surgeon, ophthalmologist, and day-to-day surgical
needs, the need to maintain two surgical rooms is
required.  The historical surgical volume for the
past six months has exceeded the volume to justify
the two rooms proposed.  It is only if you go back
further that the volumes are slightly short.
       The funding of the proposed project is
dependent on the facility receiving a certificate
of need, so we are in a bit of a catch-22.  We
need a letter from the USDA, which they will not
provide without the letter from the Board
approving the CON.  We have been assured that the
approval of securing the USDA loan is now
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primarily dependent upon our CON approval.
       Thank you again for your time and
consideration, and we'd be happy to answer any
questions.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Mike, have we been in
this situation before with --
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  -- Federal assurances?
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yes, with Ferrell -- if
you recall back in 2016, Ferrell Hospital, we had
the same situation.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yeah.
       MR. COPELIN:  We were also in it last
month on a project I represented for Fairfield
Memorial Hospital where they had the same problem.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  But you all need to give
them a call to get that straightened out.
       (Laughter.)
       MS. AVERY:  Sure.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Do Board members have
any comments or questions?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I do.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Did you consider
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reducing the size of the hospital?
       MS. PFISTER:  Reducing the size?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Reducing the size --
       MS. PFISTER:  The square footage or the
beds?
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  -- from 16.
       MS. PFISTER:  We have considered that.
But as I had explained, we are making our addition
where we are going to be eliminating six rooms
which accommodate 10 beds.  The long hall, which
houses 15 beds, is not part of this project.
       So upon completion of this project, as we
go to remodel those 15 rooms in the future, we
will then reassess the utilization and make
changes at that time.
       MR. COPELIN:  If I may, it's kind of like
when you see a hospital that's proposing
modernization of any kind where they're doing
their medical/surgical or psychiatric beds or
whatever.  If they have -- if they're limited to
one unit, be it 25 or 30 beds, whatever it is, in
order to modernize that, they've either got to do
it in sections or they can't modernize it.
       This way, we're allowing us to do the
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10 beds first, then do the 15 beds at a later
date, and at that point we make the decision do
you go down to a smaller number of beds.
       But you've got -- you have to have that
amount of flexibility in order to get the
modernization completed.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Don't you have to have
25 beds to be a critical care hospital?
       MR. COPELIN:  No.  That's the maximum.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  That's the maximum?
Up to?
       MS. PFISTER:  Can't have more than.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  16 is?
       MR. COPELIN:  16, I believe, is --
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  16 in rehab.
       One other question if I may.  Did you
consider attempting to raise some of the funding
locally?
       MS. PFISTER:  We did.  We had proposed
$1 1/2 million to be raised locally.  We actually
had a big kickoff of our capital campaign last
month at our foundation gala, and thus far we have
slightly over $200,000 pledged.
       MS. AVERY:  Oh, wow.
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any other questions by
Board members?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, let's have the
roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Ms. Murphy; seconded by
Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  I want to thank you for
your testimony here today.  It looks like you have
a little bit of a long haul here.  And with the
findings from the staff report, it looks like it's
going to be a really long haul.
       So I'm going to vote no.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  I'm going to vote yes
because of the nature of your hospital and the
fact that our rules don't appear to address your
needs.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  I'm afraid I'm going
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to vote no, actually, for the same reason
I opposed the Ferrell Hospital application, that I
think that in rural America you need to look for
every possible economy.  I wish you would attempt
that.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  I'll vote yes based on
the report, comments by the staff, and the
testimony.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  I'm going to vote yes
based on the staff report and the -- what seems to
be an overwhelming need and the testimony today
that actually really clarified that and allayed
any questions I had based on the negative
findings.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I'm going to vote yes.
I'm almost hypersensitive about health and medical
care services in areas like this.  They're very
difficult to recruit, and resources are limited so
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I vote yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 4 votes in the affirmative, 2 votes
in the negative.
       MS. MITCHELL:  You've received an intent
to deny.  You will have another opportunity to
provide additional information or appear before
the Board.  You'll receive a letter telling you
about your options.
       MS. PFISTER:  Thank you.
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Please leave your
comments, if you would.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Leave your comments -- if
you have written comments, if you could leave them
for the benefit of the court reporter.
       Sorry, Melanie.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next is H-14.  It is
Hinsdale Surgical Center.
       I'd like to have a motion to approve
Project No. 18-036, Hinsdale Surgical Center, to
add surgical specialties to its ambulatory surgery
treatment center.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER HEMME:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  State agency
report.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       The Applicants propose to add additional
surgical services to the current multispecialty
ASTC located in Hinsdale, Illinois.  There is no
cost to this project.  Expected completion date is
February 28th, 2019.
       There was no opposition, no letters of
support, and no public hearing requested.  The
Applicants have successfully addressed all of the
criteria required by the State Board.
       Thank you, sir.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you.
       Would you swear in the Applicant.
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       (Two witnesses sworn.)
       THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.  And
please print your names.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Would you introduce
yourselves if you have a presentation.
       MS. FRIEDMAN:  I feel like this is a
little bit like Musical Chairs when you get to the
end of the meeting.  You just don't pull the
chairs away; you just see who appears.
       My name is Kara Friedman, counsel for
Hinsdale Surgical Center, and with me is Brenda
Fazio, the administrator.
       We want to thank the Board staff for
assistance with the preparation of a fully
positive Board staff report.  I'm happy to answer
questions.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Board members have
comments or questions?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, roll call.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
       Motion made by Dr. McNeil; seconded by
Ms. Hemme.
       Senator Demuzio.
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       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, according to the
report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the positive
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes, based on the
positive staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on the staff
report and zero cost.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, based on the positive
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I vote yes, based on the
staff report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       That's 6 votes in the affirmative.
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MS. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you very much.
MS. FAZIO:  Thank you.
                - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Who has the floor?
       MS. MITCHELL:  So we -- we -- there -- a
Board member wants to go back and amend her vote
for not the last -- the second-to-the-last
project, Morrison Community Hospital.
       So we -- I -- so I think -- you know,
technically, I don't remember exactly what to do,
but I think we need -- we need to go back -- we
need to have a motion to revote on that.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved to revote.
       MS. AVERY:  She needs to explain it.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Well, wait a minute.
We've got to have the motion approved.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Somebody on the
positive side has to move for reconsideration --
       MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  -- which has happened
already.  So second.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a second?
       MEMBER HEMME:  I'll second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there discussion by
the Board?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Deanna, if you want to
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explain and then --
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Let me go ahead and
state -- okay.
       It's my vote that I would like to change.
I didn't realize that -- even looking at this --
that your critical-access status is somewhat
different than what our requirements are in terms
of the criteria, and that was just pointed out
to me.
       I have a critical-access hospital in my
area, and it never clicked in -- in my head here.
So, again, I would be voting in favor of your
project.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 5 votes in the --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Wait.
       MS. MITCHELL:  So right --
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  You want to have a roll
call vote?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yeah.
       MR. ROATE:  Take a full roll call?
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Very good.
       MS. MITCHELL:  And we're just voting on
whether we can revote.  We're not revoting yet.
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       MR. ROATE:  Okay.  Vote to revote.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, let's do that.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Yes.  To revote.
       MR. ROATE:  Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Murphy.
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes.
       MR. ROATE:  Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Yes.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 6 votes in the
affirmative --
       MS. MITCHELL:  And then --
       MR. ROATE:  -- to revote.
       MS. MITCHELL:  And now let's have a motion
to vote on that project --
       MS. AVERY:  The approval.
       MS. MITCHELL:  -- for the -- can we have a
motion to vote on the approval of --
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       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  Jeannie, there was
already a motion and a second in the process.
       MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.  So we'd just revote.
Okay.  Sorry.
       Thank you, Mr. McGlasson.
       MR. ROATE:  Motion still stands with
Ms. Murphy and Senator Demuzio.
       Senator Demuzio.
       MEMBER DEMUZIO:  Yes, based upon the
testimony and the information that's provided in
the report.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Ms. Hemme.
       MEMBER HEMME:  Yes, based on the reasons
I previously stated.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Mr. McGlasson.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  No, based on reasons
previously stated.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Dr. McNeil.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  Yes, based on previous
reasons stated.
       MR. ROATE:  Ms. Murphy.
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       MEMBER MURPHY:  Yes, for reasons
previously stated.
       MR. ROATE:  Thank you.
       Chairman Sewell.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I vote yes, reasons
previously stated.
       MR. ROATE:  That's 5 votes in the
affirmative, 1 vote in the negative.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  So the Morrison Hospital
project is approved.
       MS. PFISTER:  Thank you.
       MR. COPELIN:  Thank you.
                       - - -
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  There are no
applications subsequent to intent to deny.
       There's no rules development.
       There's no unfinished business.
       Other business.  Financial report?
       MS. AVERY:  Yes.
       Okay.  The financial reports are in your
packet.  If you have any questions, please let me
know.
       We have July through September, the
current one for 2018, and then we have FY18 final.
And Kim Palmer worked diligently to get this out
to us because they, again, are in a new accounting
system.  So sometimes our reports may not be as
timely as we would like, but she is willing to
answer questions individually or as a group as
needed.
       Any questions?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I don't have any.
       Do we have to vote on it?
       MS. AVERY:  No.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Review of
January 2018 through June 2018 executive session
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transcripts.
       MS. MITCHELL:  This has been tabled until
the next meeting.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Who
tabled it?
       (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  Legislative and
administrative rules update.  Anything on that?
       MS. GUILD:  Legislative update.  House
Bill 4645 was the bill that extends the sunset of
the Facilities Planning Act, and Governor Rauner
vetoed the bill.  It passed both chambers but it
was vetoed.
       And as of last week, during veto session,
the veto was overwritten in both chambers, so the
Act is now extended through 2029.
       MS. MITCHELL:  So the CON program lives --
       MS. GUILD:  Yes.
       MS. AVERY:  For 10 years.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  For a while.
       MS. MITCHELL:  -- for 10 more years.
       MEMBER MC GLASSON:  10 more years.
       MS. GUILD:  And in the administrative
rules update, the rules that have been discussed
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earlier where there had been an oversight and
open-heart surgery and freestanding emergency
center services were not changed from normal
travel time to distance, those rules have gone
through both first notice and second notice, and
they will be effective before the end of the year,
I believe.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Thank you very much.
       Now, apparently there's corrections to
profile information regarding Blessing Hospital's
ambulatory surgery treatment center, 2016/2017
data.
       MR. CONSTANTINO:  Yes, sir.  You just need
to approve it, yes.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Okay.  What do we need,
a motion?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yes.
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All right.  Is there a
second?
       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Any discussion on the
motion?
       (No response.)
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       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  If not, all in favor,
aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Abstentions?
       (No response.)
       MS. MITCHELL:  They're so lively at the
end of the meeting.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  I think we're done.
Right?
       MS. MITCHELL:  Yeah.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Is there a motion to --
any questions anyone has?
       MS. MITCHELL:  George has --
       MR. ROATE:  Are there any jump drives that
need turned in?  Is anybody in possession of a
jump drive at this time?
       MS. AVERY:  I have two.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  You have two?  One of
them probably belongs to a Board member.
       Okay.  Is there a motion to adjourn?
       MEMBER MC NEIL:  So moved.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Second?

Transcript of Open Session Meeting
Conducted on December 4, 2018 359

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

       MEMBER MURPHY:  Second.
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  All in favor, aye.
       (Ayes heard.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Opposed?
       (No response.)
       CHAIRMAN SEWELL:  Next meeting,
January 15, 2019.
       (Off the record at 4:36 p.m.)
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