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The Illinois Human Rights 
Commission

The IHRC maintains offices in Chicago and in 
Springfield. Currently, the IHRC consists of a 
Board of Commissioners; the Executive 
Director; the Chief Administrative Law Judge, 
and a staff of Administrative Law Judges; the 
Chief Fiscal Officer; the General Counsel, 
Deputy General Counsel, and Assistant 
General Counsels, and Administrative Support 
Staff. 
 

The Hearing  
The matter is set for hearing before an ALJ 
within 30 to 90 days after the complaint has 
been filed with the IHRC. After the hearing, the 
ALJ issues a Recommended Order and 
Decision (ROD). If either party objects to the 
ROD, exceptions may be filed and the ROD 
will be reviewed by a three-member panel of 
Commissioners. The panel may adopt, 
reverse or modify the ROD, or remand the 
ROD back to the ALJ. If the ROD is adopted, 
it becomes the IHRCʼs final decision. The 
IHRCʼs final decision may be appealed in the 
appropriate Illinois Appellate Court.  
 
The IHRC cannot provide legal advice. 
Corporate litigants must appear before the 
IHRC through an attorney. Individuals are not 
required by IHRC to have an attorney. Attorney 
representation is strongly advised.

Illinois Human Rights Commission  
Sangamo Complex 

1000 E. Converse, Suite 1232N 
Springfield, Illinois 62702 

Phone: (217) 785.4350 
Fax: (217)524.4877 
TTY: (217) 557.1500 

 
Illinois Human Rights Commission  

James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph Street 

Suite 5-100 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Phone: (312) 814.6269 
Fax: (312) 814.6517 

Website: www.illinois.gov/ihrc 
 

To Access the Illinois Human Rights Act, Rules 
and Regulations and Forms go to:  

www2.illinois.gov/sites/ihrc/Pages/ 
Act_Rules_03.aspx 

 

To File a Charge of Discrimination 
Illinois Department of Human Rights 

James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph Street, Suite 10-100 

Chicago, IL 60601 
Phone: (312) 814-6200 or 

Springfield Phone: 
(217) 785-5100 or 

Marion Phone: 
(618) 993-7463 

www.illinois.gov/dhr
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The Act forbids discrimination in: 

EMPLOYMENT        PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS 

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS         EDUCATION 

 ACCESS TO FINANCIAL CREDIT

The Illinois Human Rights Commission (IHRC) 
is dedicated to promoting freedom from 
unlawful discrimination as defined by the Illinois 
Human Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/1-101, et., seq. 
(the “Act”). The Act forbids discrimination 
based on: 

AGE (40+)      ANCESTRY        ARREST RECORD          

CITIZENSHIP STATUS  COLOR  CONVICTION RECORD 

DISABILITY (PHYSICAL AND MENTAL) 

FAMILIAL STATUS (WITH RESPECT TO REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS) 

GENDER IDENTITY     MARITAL STATUS 

MILITARY STATUS     NATIONAL ORIGIN 

ORDERS OF PROTECTION       PREGNANCY        RACE 

RELIGION        RETALIATION       SEX 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT       SEXUAL ORIENTATION  

UNFAVORABLE MILITARY DISCHARGE

Request for Review  
When the Department of Human Rights 
(IDHR) dismisses a charge for lack of 
substantial evidence of discrimination, 
the Complainant may file a Request for 
Review with the IHRC or file a complaint 
in the Circuit Court within 90 days after 
receipt of the Notice of Dismissal. When 
the IDHR dismisses a charge for failure 
to attend a fact-finding conference the 
Complainant may either file a Request 
for Review with the IHRC or file a 
complaint in the Circuit Court within 90 
days of receipt of the Notice of 
Dismissal. The IHRCʼs decision may be 
appealed in the appropriate Illinois 
Appellate Court.

Our primary responsibility is to make impartial 
determinations of whether there has been 
unlawful discrimination as defined by the Act. 
We are also responsible for furnishing 
information to the public about the Act and the 
IHRC. 
 
We strive to provide professional, competent, 
and considerate service to everyone who 
seeks information from us or who has a case 
before the IHRC.
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Filing a Complaint  
If the IDHR finds substantial evidence of 
discrimination and issues notice, in 
order to advance the case, the 
Complainant must either: (1) File a 
complaint in the appropriate circuit court 
within 90 days of receiving the notice, or 
(2) Request the IDHR file a complaint 
with the IHRC on the Complainantʼs 
behalf within 30 days of receiving the 
notice. If the IDHR does not complete its 
investigation within 365 days, or any 
agreed extension, the Complainant then 
has 90 days to either: (1) File a 
complaint with the IHRC or (2) File a 
complaint in the appropriate Circuit 
Court.


