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A present majority of filled member positions shall constitute a quorum: i.e. 10 members present 

Position Name Present Phone Absent 

Ex-Officio 

Chair, Ex-Officio (LG's Office) Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton x   

Vice Chair, Ex-Officio (Dept. of Commerce & 

Economic Opportunity) Joseph McKeown  x  
  Salvador Garza   x 

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Transportation) Kirk Brown  x  
Ex-Officio (Dept. of Natural Resources) Von Bandy   x 

Ex-Officio (Dept. of the Environmental Protection 

Agency) Chris Hill x   

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Revenue) Kristin Logue x   
Ex-Officio (Dept. of Military Affairs) (Retired) Gen. William Cobetto x   

General Assembly 

Sen. Pres. Mem. Sen. Adriane Johnson   x 

Sen. Min. Lead. Mem. Sen. Brian Stewart   x 

House Speaker Mem. Rep. Katie Stuart  x  
House Min. Lead. Mem. Rep. Dan Swanson x   

Public 

Pub. Mem. Scott Lohman  x  
Pub. Mem. Zachary Mottl x   
Pub. Mem. Christopher Kojak   x 

Pub. Mem. Kevin Wiley   x 

Pub. Mem. Lamar C. Brown, Esq.   x 

Pub. Mem. Christine Nappo  x  
Pub. Mem. Vacant    
Pub. Mem. Vacant    
Pub. Mem. Vacant    
Pub. Mem. Vacant    

Military Veteran or Defense Industry 

MV/DI Mem. Kimberly Huth x   
MV/DI Mem. Alderperson Carolyn Morris x   
MV/DI Mem. Vacant    
MV/DI Mem. Vacant    

Military Veteran 

Vice-Chair, Military Veteran Mem. Vacant    
Guest (non-member) 

Guest, Commander of Illinois Air National Guard Brig. Gen. Daniel McDonough x   
Guest, Commander of 183d Wing Col. Robert Gellner x   

Guest, Executive Officer of 183d Wing Capt. Daniel Wallace x   
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13 members present. Quorum met. 

 

Agenda 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM. 

b. Roll call was taken, and a quorum established 

 

II. Approval of the Agenda for 11/01/22 and Minutes from 08/11/22 

a. Agenda for 11/01/22 

i. Moved by Zachary Mottl 

ii. Seconded by William Cobetto 

iii. All in favor 

iv. No opposition 

v. No abstentions 

b. Minutes from 08/11/22 

i. Motioned by Rep. Dan Swanson 

ii. Seconded by William Cobetto 

iii. No opposition 

iv. Abstention by Zachary Mottl, due to his absence at the 08/11/22 meeting 

 

III. Chairperson’s Remarks 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton began her opening remarks by welcoming Military Economic 

Development Committee (MEDC) members to the final quarterly meeting of 2022. 

She said she was grateful for everyone’s insight and information provided to better 

serve military families and uplift economic development on and surrounding 

military installations. She gave a special thanks to the Illinois Air National Guard 

partners at the 183d Wing for generously hosting the meeting, especially General 

Neely, and in his absence Mr. Cobetto, General McDonough, Colonel Gellner, and 

Captain Wallace. Lt. Governor Stratton said they would provide a tour of the base 

immediately following adjournment for anyone who was interested, and she 

encouraged all to join. 

b. Lt. Governor Stratton said it was great to see so many members in person, and for 

those unable to join in person, she hopes to see them at upcoming meetings. Lt. 

Governor Stratton shared that she was up early that morning at the Springfield 

Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport to express her gratitude to the veterans taking off 

at the Land of Lincoln honor flight, the last one for this year. Veterans attended 

Guest, Interim Director of Illinois Joint Analysis Center Stephanie Joy x   

Guest, Dept. of Financial and Professional Regulation Matthew Phillips x   
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from 52 cities and communities from throughout Central Illinois, including 

veterans from the Korean War, Vietnam War, and World War II. She enjoyed her 

conversation with Bob Richardson, who is 99 years old, from Springfield and was 

the only World War II veteran on the flight. The Land of Lincoln flight was free to 

veterans and staffed by dedicated volunteers. Lt. Governor Stratton shared that she 

hopes to attend more of these flights in the years to come, and there will be many 

people greeting these veterans when they return from Washington, DC. 

c. Lt. Governor Stratton introduced the presenters. First, she introduced Brig. Gen. 

Daniel McDonough, Commander of the Illinois Air National Guard, and said he 

will provide an overview on the work of the Illinois Air National Guard. She shared 

that Gen. McDonough would discuss new missions, recruitment challenges, and 

updates on the National Guard’s work with asylum seekers. Next, she introduced 

Col. Robert Gellner, Commander of the 183d Wing, and said he will provide an 

overview on the 183d Wing and an update on the Joint Analysis Center program. 

Lt. Governor Stratton shared that Director Kimberly Huth would provide an update 

on the Air Force Quality of Life Assessment. Lt. Governor Stratton reminded the 

council that Director Huth presented on 8/11/22 about education and licensing. 

d. Lt. Governor Stratton reminded members that as a public board they are required 

to complete several trainings annually for the state of Illinois on topics such as 

ethics, harassment, and diversity, equity, and inclusion. She said that members 

should have received an email from her General Counsel Natashee Scott with more 

information. If council members had any questions, they could reach out to Lt. 

Governor Stratton’s team. 

e. Next, Lt. Governor Stratton addressed members’ requests from the previous 

meeting. She said that hosting a meeting at the 183d Wing was a previous request. 

Additionally, a few members requested the committee focus on mental health 

awareness by inviting new speakers. Lt. Governor Stratton shared that her policy 

team was in contact with Melissa Black from Illinois Department of Veteran Affairs 

(IDVA), and at the next meeting her team hopes to have a member of IDVA give 

an update on suicide prevention efforts and other ways to help military veterans and 

families. Lt. Governor Stratton shared that her team also plans on holding a MEDC 

meeting focused on cybersecurity, as suggested by Kimberly Huth and others. Lt. 

Governor Stratton encouraged members to share any other topic or location 

suggestions with her team. 

 

IV. New Business 

a. Illinois National Guard Brief by Brigadier General Daniel McDonough 

i. Gen. McDonough thanked Lt. Governor Stratton. He shared that he was 

standing in for Gen. Neely who was in Washington, DC at the time of the 

meeting with the other Adjutant Generals for the National Guard.  
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ii. Gen. McDonough said there are 49 different places in Illinois where the 

Army National Guard drills. He said it wouldn’t be uncommon for someone 

to join the Army National Guard in an area near their hometown, continue 

until they got to a high level, and drill in that same area for the rest of their 

career. He said the major commands are scattered around the state, and often 

an individual commander will have military members under his command 

who work six hours away. He said the Air National Guard doesn’t have this 

challenge. 

iii. Next, he discussed the different locations of the Illinois Air National Guard 

(ILANG). He presented on the various formations, including the 126th Air 

Refueling Wing, the 182nd Airlift Wing, the 183d Wing, and the ILANG 

headquarters. He shared it’s not uncommon for members in the Chicago 

area to drive several hours to get to where they work. 

iv. Gen. McDonough shared about the role of the Illinois National Guard, and 

that there are 80 full time staff that work with the Department of Military 

Affairs, either at Camp Lincoln or in the armories. He stated there are 49 

National Guard facilities scattered throughout the state, and overall, there 

are about 13,000 members of the Illinois National Guard, including both 

Air National Guard and Army National Guard. 

v. Gen. McDonough discussed that the main difference between the Air 

National Guard and the active component of the Air Force is that the 

National Guard has two missions: federal and state. He said the federal 

mission involves working with and being funded by the federal government, 

while the state mission involves working for the Governor. 

vi. Gen. McDonough shared a map which showed countries across the globe 

where National Guard members have served. He said that 4,000 of his 

National Guard members have been deployed over the world since 2019. 

Gen. McDonough then discussed the state mission. He said that if the state 

gives the National Guard a call, and they can be anywhere in about 12 hours; 

because the National Guard is scattered across the state, they can get to 

places relatively quickly. 

vii. Gen. McDonough discussed the National Guard’s responses to 18 domestic 

events from 2000-2019. Then, he discussed that in 2021, they were very 

busy between COVID, the civil unrest, the election, and hurricanes. He said 

that in the past two years (2020-2022), the National Guard responded to 20 

events. In the previous 19 years, they responded to 18 events.  

viii. During phases 1 and 2 of COVID, the National Guard got to the point where 

Gen. McDonough’s unit alone had over 400 people out. They didn’t have 

enough people to respond to challenges at a moment’s notice. When it was 

all over, people realized that was what they joined the national guard for. 

Gen. McDonough shared that people are proud to do this work in their own 
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community. There were 400,000 man-days of operations in FY20-21. He 

shared that the National Guard has people coming on who are working on 

cybersecurity efforts for the election. 

ix. Next, Gen. McDonough discussed the National Guard’s response to the 

asylum seeker situation. They received a short notice call, and they sent 89 

members to conduct logistics work. There were 4 operations including 

hotels where they helped with logistics and humanitarian efforts. It was 

relatively small numbers, but this was another example of the National 

Guard arriving with short notice in a matter of hours. This mission grew, 

and the situation/augmentation team worked in tandem with Illinois 

Emergency Management Agency. Most of the operations were conducted 

out of hotels, as well as some shelters. 

x. Gen. McDonough stated that recruiting is the main challenge facing the 

National Guard; the numbers have never been this low. Gen. McDonough 

shared multiple reasons for this: there are other places besides the National 

Guard that provide similar benefits, there used to be a line of progression in 

families which has slowed down, and the propensity to serve is lessening. 

Additionally, some of the military entry processing centers have become a 

stumbling stone for new recruits to meet certain medical qualifications. 

Also, Gen. McDonough said some of the scores on the Armed Services 

Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) entry-level tests are lower than 

they’ve ever been. 

xi. He shared the COVID vaccine had some impact on recruiting. In the Illinois 

Air National Guard, there were about 40 people who flat out refused to 

receive the vaccine, and there are about 70 currently waiting for religious 

exemptions. He shared that right now, the waiting time on the class action 

lawsuit is causing tension between members who took the vaccine and those 

who didn’t. 

xii. Mr. Cobetto shared he has received congressional inquiries from 

representatives with messages such as, “Your soldier is stuck, and we can’t 

discharge him.” He said they’re in a holding pattern, and they’re frustrated 

so they’re complaining to their elected officials, but it’s in the courts.  

xiii. Kimberly Huth asked if these soldiers are deployable. Mr. Cobetto said they 

are not deployable. Lt. Governor Stratton said this was part of the problem. 

Mr. Cobetto said that when a soldier or airman is not allowed to come to 

drill and not being paid – but they have health insurance, life insurance, or 

educational benefits through the military – it causes a third-order effect. 

Gen. McDonough responded that members doing state active duty will run 

into this if they have a religious accommodation request, which is where it 

becomes more difficult. The people who requested religious exemptions 

still come to drill, train, and can go to temporary duty. However, he added 
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that the National Guard doesn’t know if those members will be there in a 

year from now. 

xiv. Mr. Cobetto began a discussion of General Jones Armory, and he said the 

Army National Guard needs to modernize armories and artilleries built in 

the 1930s or before. The Jones Army is in Washington Park in South 

Chicago. They want to rehabilitate it, and it’s over $100 million. They’re 

hoping to have about 1,000 drilling soldiers, but they’re at about 500 right 

now. It’s a massive facility used for movies and other activities. They need 

to renovate this facility for the modern soldier. They’re closing some other 

facilities. This is one of the army’s number one priorities, and it’s in the 

preliminary design stage now. Senator Durbin and Senator Duckworth, 

along with other representatives, are backing $3.5 million in funding for the 

Army Corps of Engineers to design this. They already have one contract 

where they’ve done preliminary design work and are hoping to get more 

design money because for federal funding, it’s 30% designed. 

xv. Gen. McDonough said another issue on the air side would be obtaining a 

hanger for the KC46 at Scott Airforce Base. They could only put the aircraft 

in there if they built the hanger, so they’re waiting on that development. 

xvi. Gen. McDonough said at the base in Peoria, the army aviation facility is 

looking for a larger armory. Right now, in Peoria, they’re flying C130H 

models which were built from 1992-1994. They run a 4-bladed propellor, 

but the Air Force has grounded these types of propellors, so there are 116 

airplanes that are completely shut down. Gen. McDonough said that either 

the National Guard must fix the 4 bladed propellors, which would take 26-

27 months, or put new propellors on them. The Air National Guard is trying 

to decide the best solution. Gen. McDonough said the new C130J model is 

coming off the assembly line right now, and Peoria has been looking into 

this model for a while. This model has modern amenities. When Peoria gets 

the KC46 hanger, it will make the base much more marketable for the C130J 

model. Gen. McDonough said that this month, Scott Air Force made the list. 

xvii. Gen. McDonough discussed other new National Guard missions, including 

a vertical airlift and the space national guard. The House of Representatives 

has said they would like a Space National Guard as space force evolves, but 

there’s a conflict in the Senate. Gen. McDonough said he supports the idea 

of a Space National Guard. He then discussed how Gen Neely wants to get 

more into the cyber world, since future wars will likely be fought in the 

cyber space. Lastly, he discussed the Grey Eagles, which are unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAV) which need a runway to operate. He said the National 

Guard is looking to get some of these in Peoria or Springfield. 

xviii. Lt. Governor Stratton asked to go back to the “Illinois National Guard 

Needs” slide, since those needs were an important part of the discussion. 
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She thanked Gen. McDonough for his leadership and said that it was 

remarkable to look at the many ways in which Gen. McDonough and the 

Air National Guard have been so critical for Illinois, particularly in the 

events from 2020-2022. Lt. Governor Stratton stated they have had 

statewide and national implications to make sure people are healthy and 

safe. She hoped to give a more direct acknowledgement to everyone on their 

remarkable work. She said that she calls Gen. Neely often to express this 

appreciation. Gen. McDonough said that the amount of trust they have with 

Lt. Governor Stratton and Governor Pritzker is the strongest it’s ever been 

throughout his career.  

xix. Lt. Governor Stratton opened the discussion up to questions. 

xx. Representative Dan Swanson asked Gen. McDonough if there were any 

differences between pay and benefits from a federal call versus a state call. 

Gen. McDonough deferred to Mr. Cobetto on this question. 

xxi. Mr. Cobetto said that the state of Illinois passed legislation two years ago 

that an individual’s pay is on par with their same military rank and benefits. 

Sometimes individuals who serve long term find that the healthcare benefits 

are challenging. In Illinois, when you’re on state active duty, if you do not 

have health insurance you could lose it. If you’re injured, the state of Illinois 

will cover you, but the healthcare piece is missing in the long term. When 

you take someone out of civilian employment and place them in state active 

duty, there’s a federal law that protects them from losing their jobs. Illinois 

has been good with pay and benefits, it’s just the healthcare piece that’s the 

issue. There have been several proposals. The National Guard pushes for 

members to buy Tri-Care through the guard for $30-40.  

xxii. Gen. McDonough expressed his concerns around dental insurance, and 

there’s a bill in the house right now to try to make it free for service 

members. He said that Tri-Care is a wonderful insurance because it’s so 

cheap. Mr. Cobetto said that Illinois is now on parity, thanks to the state 

legislature. Rep. Swanson added that under Title 10 or 13 for active duty, 

when soldiers are called up, they fall under medical care from the air or 

army. But, when they’re put on state active duty and they come under 

workman’s comp, it’s harder for some to obtain that local care, and that 

state active duty doesn’t count for retirement. 

xxiii. Lt. Governor Stratton asked if there were any other questions. 

xxiv. Zach Mottl said that he hoped to talk about funding issues for all services at 

this meeting. He’s troubled when he reads articles about US Navy readiness, 

what adversaries are doing, and what America is doing in response. One of 

the original purposes of MEDC was to support Base Realignment and 

Closure (BRAC) and ensure bases and funding were protected. He didn’t 

know if the committee could issue letters of support or amplify that concern.  
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xxv. Lt. Governor Stratton said there’s always a role for advocacy. She said she 

submits many letters of support; these efforts require coordination, and she 

is always happy to work with this committee. She said that if anyone has an 

area where they are looking for additional funding, they can let her know. 

She mentioned the Governor also receives similar requests. 

xxvi. Mr. Cobetto responded that recently the Governor and Lt. Governor 

endorsed the $3.5 million funding to design the KC46 hanger. They had 

letters of support from the Governor’s office and MEDC. They weren’t 

quite there with the designing on some other initiatives, since they didn’t 

have any that were 30% designed. There were two projects last year, one in 

Springfield and one in Bloomington, which received federal money to work 

on designs. Lt. Governor Stratton said she is willing and able to help. 

xxvii. Gen. McDonough said that senior leaders came together to discuss the 

recruiting issue in October. He said all 54 states and territories do National 

Guard recruiting differently. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Gen. 

McDonough for his leadership, and she thanked Mr. Mottl for his question. 

She said it’s important to figure out how MEDC can support these efforts. 

xxviii. Lt. Governor Stratton turned over the meeting to Col. Robert Gellner. 

 

b. Springfield Air National Guard 183d Wing Brief by Col. Robert Gellner 

i. Col. Gellner began by apologizing to Gen. McDonough for the errors on his 

presentation, since he was sent the updated slides. 

ii. Col. Gellner said the 183d Wing has 854 total personnel, including both the 

Wing and the Air Force positions they have at joint force headquarters. He 

said that the 183d Wing provides about $35 million a year to the local 

community through pay, military construction, repairs, and contracts. 

iii. Col. Gellner said the National Guard is involved in federal, state, and local 

missions. He said right now, they have about 70 airmen mobilized both 

stateside and overseas. Col. Gellner also discussed the structure of the Wing 

Headquarters. He described the missions of the Wing: Air Operations 

Group, Mission Support Group, Medical Group, and Maintenance 

Squadron. He said the Mission Support Group supports installation, and the 

Medical Group supports airmen’s health. 

iv. The Air Operations Group provides the command-and-control forces to the 

combat commander when operating on a federal mission and performs the 

same type of function at the state level. The Maintenance Squadron Mission 

provides U2 and A10 engine repair. They work on multiple types of aircraft 

engines, including the teardown and rebuild of engines. 

v. The 217th Engineering and Installation Squadron forms the infrastructure of 

communication on any installation. Recently, they had 14 airmen mobilized 

to provide geo-basing capability at Anderson Air Force Base in Guam. 
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vi. He discussed future projects which are currently in the discussion phase, 

including the 618 AOC mission. He said the 183d Wing hopes to codify a 

better relationship where part of their function is nested with the 618. 

Additionally, they hope to grow the engine mission by creating parts on the 

road to shorten the logistics footprint and help war fighters. 

vii. He said in the long term, the 183d Wing wants to focus on cyber space and 

intel, and they believe they are an ideal location for this. 

viii. Col. Gellner then invited Stephanie Joy, the JAC lead and an officer at the 

183d Wing, to speak. 

 

c. IL JAC Executive Brief by Stephanie Joy, Interim Director for IL Joint 

Analysis Center (JAC) 

i. Ms. Joy said that there are three fusion centers in the state of Illinois. JAC 

focuses on network analysis for critical infrastructure and key resource 

partners. Gen. McDonough asked Ms. Joy to simplify the information for 

the committee. Ms. Joy said she tweaked the slide deck to simplify. 

ii. Ms. Joy said that in 2016, the Adjutant General went to Kansas to see the 

fusion center there, and he started pushing for Illinois to have a fusion 

center. She said this mission was signed in 2020 with an executive order. 

iii. She explained that operationally, the JAC reports to the Adjutant General 

to provide mission permission assurance and support to civil authorities. 

They also partner with the Department of Homeland Security, and they rely 

on them for not only reporting back to the intelligence community, but also 

to sponsor the facility here, because they need a federal partner. The Illinois 

State Police are integrated with these operations, and the JAC works very 

closely with the police’s state terrorism intelligence center in Springfield. 

The 183d Wing provides facility they work out of, as well as access to 

classified networks. Additionally, private and public partners use JAC to fill 

information gaps. Information sharing started post 9/11, and fusion centers 

are the start of these efforts to protect critical infrastructure. 

iv. Ms. Joy used the “fly analogy” to explain how JAC enhances a partner’s 

defensive cyber capability. She said when there’s a fly in the house, you 

grab the fly swatter because you want to mitigate the risk and prevent 

diseases from being spread. She said the JAC is the next step; it applies a 

tactical real-time solution. Cybersecurity is looking for faster flyswatters, 

and it’s a reactive response, but there are flies we can’t see that are hiding. 

In Illinois JAC, they hope to bring those flies to life to figure out how 

they’re getting in, so that JAC can close those entry points. The idea is to 

block threats, so you don’t even need to use the “fly swatter.” JAC is 

looking at how information is transmitting back and forth, what information 

is appropriate, and what is a problem. 
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v. She explained that the federal government provides unclassified networks 

for the fusion center to work off, training, and dissemination for unclassified 

reporting; this is centralized and reactive. She briefly discussed the national 

networks which are looking at unclassified information. 

vi. Ms. Joy said the JAC is a gap-filler because it takes a bottom-up approach; 

they look at the needs and vulnerabilities of partners and critical 

infrastructures in the state, and then we push it up from there. She said they 

use top secret networks and shorten those vulnerability windows; it’s a 

mutually beneficial relationship to protect partners and deter any incidents 

from happening. When the federal government understands how critical 

infrastructure partners are impacted, they can better protect that 

environment with their top-down approach. The JAC’s classified analysis 

allows their partners to provide unclassified strategic information. By 

collaborating in the classified environment, JAC can bring information to 

other individuals in the intelligence community and in other states.  

vii. Ms. Joy said that the first time a partner brought in data, JAC processed 1.37 

billion lines of firewall data in less than an hour. They found about 250,000 

lines associated to secret reporting, 250,000 lines associated to unclassified 

reporting, and about 100 lines associated to top-secret reporting on bad 

actors that were potentially influencing their network. Ms. Joy said that 

unclassified doesn’t mean disseminated, and the JAC can disseminate that 

information more than 4-6 months in advance of what the rest of the 

community could see.  

viii. Ms. Joy asked if anyone had questions. 

ix. Mr. Cobetto reiterated that this was a state-funded mission using federal 

resources, and the JAC is working with state agencies and reaching out to 

other industry partners. Gen. McDonough said that’s the big takeaway, and 

that he’s heard this presentation three times and still has no idea what JAC 

does. Lt. Governor Stratton said the fly swatter was a good metaphor. 

x. Gen. McDonough asked Ms. Joy what customer that JAC is looking for. 

Ms. Joy said the first state partner is the Board of Elections. JAC can 

provide them information on bad actors, and say something like, “This IP 

is repeatedly on your network, and they are associated with a phishing email 

trend. You should take a closer look at this traffic. Maybe we can reimage 

that machine to make it safer and less at risk for scams.” Gen. McDonough 

said they are tracking who is going in and out, and this allows them to 

identify IPs associating with bad actors. Ms. Joy said that they are 

monitoring IPs and finding additional ways to make their systems more 

secure and resilient. Lt. Governor Stratton asked if that was the slide about 

what’s going in and out, and Ms. Joy said yes. 
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xi. Kimberly Huth introduced herself and said she is involved with transport 

and air mobility commands. She said that in sharing this information with 

small companies, those are the weakest points. She asked Ms. Joy to help 

connect her work to JAC’s work. Ms. Joy said it’s similar, other than that 

JAC is narrowed down to critical infrastructure, including energy, power, 

transportation, and others.  

xii. Carolyn Morris said she was a linguist in the Marine Corps. She asked Ms. 

Joy how many team members they have, and where do they see the future 

growth. Ms. Joy said they have 2 state employees and 1 employee from the 

State Police who is assigned to work with JAC. She said they see this 

number growing over time and modeling JAC after the Kansas Fusion 

Center, which has over 40+ partners. They work with federal entities to get 

an individual within that private sector company cleared to a top-secret 

level, and this individual brings their own computers to the facility and look 

at their analysis there. They work closely with state employees and DHS, 

and they’re pulling their own firewall data from inside the facility.  

xiii. Lt. Governor Stratton asked if ISP is a partner, and if Kansas’s partners 

included the state police. Ms. Joy said that Kansas’s 40 partners include the 

State Police, as well as universities, finance, energy, and medical facilities. 

Lt. Governor Stratton said she could see this continuing to expand. Ms. Joy 

said that they’re looking to the Homeland Security advisor to determine 

Illinois’s focus, since it’s a bottom-up approach. 

xiv. Col. Gellner asked how Illinois ended up with a lawful partnership between 

a state entity using federal resources. Ms. Joy explained there is a federal 

policy that allows co-use, and there’s a lawful way to use a federal resource. 

The 183d Wing was fortunate enough to have a facility here for the fusion 

center, and JAC could leverage the sponsorship of a federal partner (DHS) 

making an agreement to do both military and civilian operations within this 

one facility. 

xv. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Ms. Joy for her presentation. Lt. Governor 

Stratton turned over the meeting to Director Huth. 

 

d. Air Force Quality of Life Assessment Update by Director Kimberly Huth 
i. Director Huth said the new report on the Air Force Quality of Life 

Assessment is not out yet. The Air Force is only one that has released their 

Quality-of-Life criteria. She said she is involved with the Association of 

Defense Communities, which is putting forth legislation asking the Air 

Force to explain how they established their criteria. Illinois is the only state 

that corrected scoring for license portability. 
ii. Director Huth then read research on what we should expect in this year’s 

education recovery score card. She said that Harvard and Stanford 
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University’s Education Opportunity Project released a comparable view of 

district-level learning loss during the pandemic using the 2022 NAEP data. 

This report included 29 states who publicly reported their district 

proficiency rates on their Spring 2022 assessments, and this did not include 

Illinois. Director Huth shared that according to this report, the average US 

public school student in grades 3-8 lost a half of a year in math and a quarter 

of a year in reading. 6% of students were in districts which lost more than a 

year of math learning. The pandemic widened disparities in achievement 

between high and low poverty schools. 
iii. Director Huth asked Col. Robinson if he was still on the line. He responded 

that he was on that call. She said the Air Force bases are expecting for all 

students remain the same or go down when it comes to scoring. She said 

these data matter because of strategic basing. The Air Force has said they 

will use this data to make strategic basing decisions. Director Huth said she 

expects graduation rate and other indicators to improve. She asked Col. 

Robinson if he had anything to add. 
iv. Col. Robinson said that the Air Force will look at this data for all new 

missions, and they will push missions to those areas in need. He said this 

will be an effort across the Department of Defense, and currently the Air 

Force is the only one with the score chart. 
v. Lt. Governor Stratton said it would be helpful for her to better understand 

how that data is connected to decisions being made around those bases. She 

asked about what other data are critical pieces that will be utilized. She said 

it’s good for her as a policy maker to make that connection on a more regular 

basis, since MEDC’s work has a broad impact.  
vi. Rep. Swanson added that license reportability has still not been solved. 

Some legislation has been passed, but the issue is not where it should be. 

He said they are looking closely at the availability of transferring licenses 

when coming to the installation of a base. He said they’re also looking at 

graduation rate for special needs students, and that this is an issue that both 

he and Lt. Governor Stratton have spent time looking at. 
vii. Director Huth added that if an individual with a special needs child moves 

to Illinois, and if that child graduates and receive a certificate, that 

certificate does not count as a graduation. She said initially they thought 

these individuals should just receive diplomas, but she learned that if an 

individual receives a diploma and has special needs, that individual loses 

their benefits. Director Huth said her department has determined that this 

issue is about data entry, and they can correct some of this. She said her 

department is working to fix this miscommunication. 
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viii. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Director Huth and emphasized important it 

is to meet the needs of all students. Lt. Governor Stratton also thanked Col. 

Robinson for his leadership on this issue. 
e. Lt. Governor Stratton told the council that her team is looking to re-organize the 

MEDC subcommittees: Quality-of-Life, Base Proximate Economic Development, 

and Cybersecurity. She said her team will reach out to all MEDC members to get a 

better sense of how they want to engage with these committees. She told the 

committee they had about 10 minutes left.  
f. Lt. Governor Stratton opened the meeting for member updates. 

 

V. Member Updates 

a. Zachary Mottl apologized for missing the last meeting, since he was in Taiwan. He 

stated he had some concerns about investments in Chinese sanctioned companies 

through our pension fund. He previously shared research with Robert Mannis, 

former Policy Director for Lt. Governor Stratton, which discussed how the federal 

government brought in Blackrock to their thrift savings retirement plan. He 

explained that now there are 5,000 funds, including 22 which are China-only funds, 

and 22% of these are Chinese companies. He explained that several of these 

companies are on the US Department of Treasury’s list of military industrial 

companies, and these companies are developing weapons which may eventually be 

used against our service people. He explained that these companies are on the 

Congress Department Entity list, the unverified list, the Chinese military companies 

list, and engaging in genocide against the Uyghur people. Mr. Mottl noted that if 

these companies are in the thrift savings plan for federal employees, they might 

also be in the state pension funds. He said he would like to raise this issue again, 

and he could bring more research to Lt. Governor Stratton and her staff. He said we 

should talk on a state level about getting these companies out of our funds. 

i. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Mr. Mottl for bringing up this issue, and she 

said she would like him to connect with her Chief- of- Staff Charles Watkins 

along with her Policy Director Dr. Ogwal. Lt. Governor Stratton wanted to 

make sure that her staff has a full understanding of this data so they can 

have a conversation about what’s happening both at the federal and state 

level. She said her team would make sure this conversation happens. 

b. Lt. Governor Stratton asked Col. Robinson if he had any updates. 

c. Col. Robinson thanked Lt. Governor Stratton for the time. He said that Scott Air 

Force Base has a strong relationship with National Guard, and the 126th Refueling 

Wing is partnering with Scott Air Force Base for a civic leader flight to Charleston, 

South Carolina to see the full US Transportation Command Mission. Col. Robinson 

thanked the Air National Guard for that experience.  

d. Col. Robinson said that Scott Air Force Base has about 300 personnel deployed 

around the world. He thanked local community partners for organizing the Airlift 
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Tanker Association conference in Denver. He said he learned that a lot of smaller 

bases have a large civic leader contingency, and many of the larger bases do not 

have this. He said that Scott Air Force Base had a large civic leader contingency 

there, and the local community leaders really showed up in force.  

e. Col. Robinson added that Scott Air Force Base wrapped up their largest exercise in 

12 years, where they ran their air medical evacuation mission. They integrated with 

16 F22s out of the first fighter wing in Langley, Virginia. He said that Scott Air 

Force Base exercised their full spectrum of events including chemical attacks on 

the base. He said that their community leaders got to witness that, and it was great 

to integrate them. He said that anyone who wants to know what’s happening at 

Scott Air Force Base can feel free to contact him. He reiterated that they are proud 

of their mission and like to show it off. 

f. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Col. Robinson for his work. 

g. Lt. Governor Stratton reminded council members the next MEDC meeting would 

take place in early 2023. She said the date was not set, and her staff would send out 

the schedule once that is finalized. Lt. Governor Stratton then reminded council 

members that there would be a tour of the 183d Wing following the meeting. 

h. Sarah Richman told council members to look out for the November 1st Northeast 

Region newsletter from Joseph McKeown and the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity. 

VI. Public Comments 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton asked for any public comments. There were none. 

VII. Adjournment 

a. At 11:29 am, Lt. Governor Stratton entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

b. Motioned by Kimberly Huth 

c. Seconded by Joseph McKeown 

d. All in favor 

e. No oppositions 

f. No abstentions 


