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A present majority of filled member positions shall constitute a quorum: i.e. 11 members present 

Position Name Present Phone Absent 

Ex-Officio 

Chair, Ex-Officio (LG's Office) Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton   x   

Vice Chair, Ex-Officio (Dept. of Commerce & 

Economic Opportunity) Joseph McKeown   x   

  Salvador Garza     x 

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Transportation) Vacant       

  Kirk Brown   x   

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Natural Resources) Von Bandy     x 

Ex-Officio (Dept. of the Environmental Protection 

Agency) Chris Hill   x   

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Revenue) Kristin Logue   x   

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Military Affairs) (Retired) Gen. William Cobetto   x   

General Assembly 

Sen. Pres. Mem. Sen. Adriane Johnson   x   

Sen. Min. Lead. Mem. Sen. Brian Stewart   x   

House Speaker Mem. Rep. Katie Stuart   x   

House Min. Lead. Mem. Rep. Dan Swanson   x   

Public 

Pub. Mem. Scott Lohman   x   

Pub. Mem. Zachary Mottl     x 

Pub. Mem. Christopher Kojak     x 

Pub. Mem. Kevin Wiley     x 

Pub. Mem. Lamar C. Brown, Esq.   x   

Pub. Mem. Christine Nappo   x   

Pub. Mem. Vacant       

Pub. Mem. Vacant       

Pub. Mem. Vacant       

Pub. Mem. Vacant       

Military Veteran or Defense Industry 

MV/DI Mem. Kimberly Huth   x   

MV/DI Mem. Alderperson Carolyn Morris   x   

MV/DI Mem. Vacant       

MV/DI Mem. Vacant       

Military Veteran 

Vice-Chair, Military Veteran Mem. Vacant       

Guest (non-member) 

Guest, Scott Air Force Base Col. Christopher Robinson   x   

Guest, Scott Air Force Base Christine Spargur   x   
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I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM. 

b. Roll call was taken, and a quorum established. 

 

II. Approval of the Agenda for 08/11/22 and Approval of the Minutes from 5/03/22 

a. Agenda for 08/11/22 

i. Moved by Sen. Brian Stewart 
ii. Seconded by Joseph McKeown 

iii. All in favor 

iv. No opposition 

v. No abstentions 

b. Minutes from 05/03/22 

i. Motion made by Kimberly Huth 
ii. Seconded by Gen. Neely 

iii. All in favor 

iv. No opposition 

v. No abstentions 

 

III. Chairperson’s Remarks 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton began her opening remarks by welcoming MEDC members 

to the quarterly meeting. She thanked the Committee for their flexibility in 

rescheduling the meeting. She said she looks forward to getting back to in-person 

meetings and anticipates the next meeting will be in-person. 
b. Lt. Governor Stratton took a moment to remember former MEDC colleague 

Colonel James Smith, who passed away on May 11th. Colonel Smith served as 

Chief of Staff of the Department of Military Affairs for close to 14 years, and he 

was a leader both in and outside of MEDC. Lt. Governor Stratton said Colonel 

Smith was a friend to many on the Committee, and his memory will be a blessing. 
c. Lt. Governor Stratton introduced Colonel Dan Mitchell, the new commander at 

Rock Island Arsenal. Colonel Mitchell was unable to join the meeting, so John 

Ramsdell attended the meeting and took notes on Colonel Mitchell’s behalf. Lt. 

Governor Stratton thanked Mr. Ramsdell and expressed the Committee looked 

forward to Colonel Mitchell introducing himself at the next meeting. 

Guest, Scott Air Force Base Brig. Gen. Darren James   x   

Guest, IL National Guard Maj. Gen. Richard Neely   x   

Guest, Naval Station Great Lakes Capt. Jason Williamson   x   

Guest, Rock Island Arsenal Army Base Col. Allison     x 

Guest, Rock Island Arsenal Army Base John Burns   x   

Guest, Rock Island Arsenal Army Base John Ramsdell   x   

Guest, Cyber Security Professional with Noblis-ESI Ryan Burkett   x   
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d. Lt. Governor Stratton welcomed a newly appointed MEDC member, Sen. Adriane 

Johnson of the 30th legislative district, and expressed gratitude for Sen. Johnson’s 

leadership and participation. Sen. Johnson introduced herself, and she expressed 

gratitude for being appointed to the Committee. Sen. Johnson said her family has 

had someone serve in every branch of the military, and she is grateful for the 

opportunity to add value to MEDC. 
e. Lt. Governor Stratton recognized and thanked Cynthia Orizaba for her work as a 

Dunn Fellow with the Office of Lt. Governor Stratton over the last year. Lt. 

Governor Stratton then introduced the new Dunn Fellow, Sarah Richman. Sarah 

introduced herself to the Council. 
f. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked the Council for their brainstorming at the last 

meeting, and she said the Council is incorporating these ideas into strategic 

planning. Since the last meeting,  Lt. Governor Stratton submitted a letter of support 

for Christine Nappo’s request on behalf of the Illinois Defense Network. The 

Illinois Defense Network applied for a defense manufacturing community support 

program run by the US Department of Defense. Lt. Governor Stratton said her 

office was having an upcoming meeting with Scott Lohman to gain insight into a 

more robust following on military affairs. The Council will provide updates as they 

become available. 
g. Lt. Governor Stratton introduced the presenters for today’s meeting. The first 

presenter was Major Gen. Richard Neely, who presented on the current priorities 

of the Illinois National Guard. Gen. Neely is the 40th Adjutant General of the State 

of Illinois and serves as the Director of the Illinois Department of Military Affairs. 

The second presenter was Kimberly Huth, the Director of Military Affairs for St. 

Clair County. Director Huth serves as a liaison between Scott Airforce Base and St. 

Clair County, and she is a retired air force senior enlisted member with 24 years of 

military experience. Director Huth presented on education and licensing, which 

have been important issues for this committee. 
IV. New Business 

a. National Guard Presentation by Gen. Neely 

i. General Neely discussed the history of the Illinois National Guard as well 

as the different bases throughout the state. He said next May will be the 

300th anniversary of the Illinois National Guard. The Illinois National Guard 

is community-based, and there are about 13,000 assigned members.  

ii. General Neely thanked Lt. Governor Stratton for her remarks about the 

late Col. Smith, who was an iconic figure and mentor. General Neely then 

presented the organization of Illinois National Guard Authorities. 

iii. General Neely presented a world map of Illinois National Guard presence 

overseas from 2019-2021, followed by a list of the National Guard’s 

domestic responses to events over the last few decades. He discussed the 

strong State Partnership Program with Poland, and how the National 

Guard is helping Poland assist Ukrainians.  
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iv. General Neely described current challenges the IL National Guard is 

facing regarding recruiting. He stated that the Army National Guard could 

lose over 400 individuals by October 1. General Neely described how the 

Air National Guard is struggling, due to both waning interest in the 

military and competition in the job market, and the National Guard is 

losing members who oppose the vaccine mandate. Gen. Neely said that he 

could lose 10% of his Army National Guard numbers if none of the 

vaccine exemptions go through. 

v. General Neely discussed securing MILCON funding and modernizing 

equipment such as airlifts. He said there is funding coming in for the 

General Jones Armory on the South Side of Chicago, and that the National 

Guard wants to recruit more in Chicago. There is funding for a KC-46 

hanger at Scott Air Force Base. The National Guard is also looking at how 

to grow cyber and space capabilities in Illinois. There is a possibility that 

the IL National Guard will end up with an MQ1 platoon of Grey Eagles. 
b. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Gen. Neely for discussing the history and priorities 

of the IL National Guard. Lt. Governor Stratton acknowledged the incredible work 

of the IL National Guard during the pandemic. Then, she introduced Director 

Kimberly Huth to present. 

c. Education and Licensing Presentation by Kimberly Huth, Director of Military 

Affairs for St. Clair County 

i. Director Huth provided updates on the Airforce Quality of Life Assessment. 

Since July 2019, strategic basing decisions will use this assessment to 

determine license portability and education. According to the National 

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), all services must abide by a quality-

of-life assessment, but the air force is the only one with such an assessment. 

Other Association of Defense communities have fought against this 

assessment because they believe it’s not clear enough. The quality-of-life 

assessment uses nine criteria to measure public education across Illinois. 

three of these are graduation rate, learning rate, and civil rights collection 

data. Right now, there are only three installations assessed by the air force: 

Scott Air Force Base, Capital Airport Air National Guard Station, and 

Peoria Air National Guard Base.  

ii. Director Huth said one issue with education is that many members of the 

special needs community receive graduation certificates, not diplomas. This 

is because if they receive a high school diploma, they stop receiving services 

they qualify for. Director Huth is working with the Illinois Department of 

Education to figure out a solution. Director Huth also described how the 

homeless population in Illinois has many of the same education concerns as 

veterans and military families. 
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iii. One of Director Huth’s concerns is if the sister services come online, and 

the criteria is different (ie. if they assess license portability and the criteria 

is different), those installations will come to the state and try to do what they 

did last year. Director Huth said they want the Department of Defense to 

standardize early and provide the same quality of life assessment as the Air 

Force’s, as well as help Illinois reach out to underserved communities. The 

schools in East St. Louis didn’t perform as well. Director Huth said the 

criteria on the quality-of-life assessment need to count the underperforming 

schools as well as the high performing schools. 

iv. Director Huth said that within the next 9-12 months, the strategic basing 

process will start, and there will hopefully be a site visit for Scott Air Force 

Base to host the next KC-46. This site visit would be an opportunity to show 

the Department of Defense what they can’t see in the report. Director Huth 

reiterated that public education is important for military families, and she 

appreciated the help of the Council. 

v. Brig. Gen. Darren James added that the accuracy of the information entered 

in the civil rights data collection is incredibly important. He said there is a 

shortage of school counselors, and there is a need to look into areas where 

we can improve services and improve the graduation rate. 
vi. Director Huth ended by remarking that thanks to Lt. Governor Stratton and 

others, Illinois has become the standard for other states. 

d. Lt. Governor Stratton emphasized that what the Council is doing in Illinois is 

forward-thinking and not an easy process. She thanked Director Huth for her 35 

years of service. Then, Lt. Governor Stratton opened the meeting for questions from 

Council members. 
e. Colonel Christopher Robinson thanked Gen. James and Director Huth for their 

work. As an installation commander, Col. Robinson said he is thankful that Gen. 

James and Director Huth are working on this issue in the long term. 
f. Lt. Governor Stratton asked Gen. Neely about the National Guard’s recent work 

around cyber warfare.  
g. Gen. Neely said he’s a cyber officer by trade. Over the last few months, the war in 

Ukraine has amped up the discussion on cyber warfare. Gen. Neely said everyone 

has issues with critical infrastructure, and we don’t have control over all of that 

since 85% of critical infrastructure is owned by the private sector. The Illinois 

National Guard has supported elections since 2018, and they will be partnering with 

other state and federal agencies to build out cyber units.  

h. Gen. Neely said cyber warfare is a gray zone issue, and we’ve seen Russia and 

China use this effectively against other countries. The world saw the pipeline shut 

down in the ransom attack, so cyber warfare continues to be a challenge for us. 

Gen. Neely said there is a new mission at one of the air bases in Springfield, and he 

would be happy to host the next MEDC event there and talk about their missions. 
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Also, he reported that in the last six months, the Defense Innovation Unit has been 

set up in Chicago; this unit uses new approaches to streamline and send information 

to the Pentagon. 

i. Lt. Governor Stratton said that her staff would follow up with Gen. Neely about 

that offer. She asked Director Huth for any other updates. 
j. Director Huth said that she will be hosting a meeting with Colonel Robinson about 

recruiting on August 12, 2022. Director Huth said the recruiting environment has 

changed, and they would like someone from Gen. Neely’s team to call in and 

discuss how they should recruit from a community standpoint. She said the Defense 

Innovation Unit may also have ideas about attracting talent from a new angle. 
k. Lt. Governor Stratton emphasized the issue of recruitment, saying this issue will 

affect quality of life as well as economic development around the installations. She 

suggested that Director Huth conduct an offline brief with members of the General 

Assembly who are on this committee, or whoever else from the General Assembly 

who they think would be interested. Lt. Governor Stratton said it would be 

especially important for legislators who represent areas with the installations to 

understand the current issues as they think about new legislation. 

l. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked the presenters again for their contributions. 
V. Member Updates 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton asked if there were any member updates. She said if there are 

no pressing updates, committee members can send their updates to Dr. Susan 

Ogwal. 
b. There was no member update. 

VI. Public Comments 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton asked if there were any public comments. 
b. There was no public comment. 

c. Lt. Governor Stratton announced that the next quarterly meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, November 1st, 2022, at 10am. She said her office would reach out to give 

more concrete information. She reiterated that Gen. Neely is willing to host, and 

this could be a great chance to be back together in person.  
d. Lt. Governor Stratton announced that the Illinois State Fair kicks off on August 

11th, 2022, in Springfield and Du Quoin, and she encouraged Committee members 

to attend. 
VII. Adjournment 

a. At 10:55, Lt. Governor Stratton entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. Scott Lohman motioned to adjourn the meeting. 

c. Joe McKeown seconded the motion. 

d. All in favor 

e. No opposition 

f. No abstentions 

 


