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Agenda 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Dr. Prakash called the meeting to order at 3:05pm. 

II. Roll Call 

a. Vidhya Prakash 

b. Theresa Forthofer 

c. Amina Jaffer 

d. Mohammed Shahidullah 

III. New Business 

a. Check-In 

b. Call to Action for Gun Control 

i. Dr. Prakash shared that during the last committee meeting, the committee 

talked about putting out a statement. They have been actively working on 

putting out a position statement on gun control, and they’ve been sharing 

drafts back and forth. Dr. Prakash shared her screen with the latest version 

of the statement and read it aloud. She asked for any thoughts. 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mf5334d1c10510c2b5e63c8ae1bc95c45
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ii. Dr. Susan Ogwal said this was a well-written draft. She stated this is a 

prevalent issue across the country, she was proud of the committee’s work. 

She said the letter is concise and gives a clear perspective of our stance as a 

council, and she didn’t think anyone would question our position on this 

issue. Dr. Ogwal said the conversation around banning assault weapons and 

having tighter background checks is important to show that this is not about 

taking away Second Amendment rights; it’s about continuing to promote 

health and wellbeing in our communities and families. She thought the draft 

was clear, concise, and well put together. 

iii. Theresa agreed the specifics were very important. She added that for many 

people, it’s easy to think of gun violence as a “man’s issue,” and she thinks 

this document clearly describes how gun violence impacts women and girls. 

This is important, because otherwise this impact is often dismissed. 

iv. Dr. Prakash shared with Amina Jaffer that the Lt. Governor’s office has 

given the committee permission to disseminate this statement, but it must 

be in the context of a call to action. Dr. Prakash asked Dr. Ogwal what the 

call to action should entail. 

v. Dr. Ogwal said that the committee should develop that call to action during 

today’s meeting. She suggested the committee brainstorm something that 

can support the letter. Dr. Ogwal said the committee would release this 

statement around January, with a call to action that encourages individuals, 

families, and communities to become involved in this conversation. 

Whether it’s a letter-writing campaign, an advocacy day, or another action, 

the committee would let us know. Dr. Ogwal said her team would take it to 

Charles, Lt. Governor Stratton, and the Communications team to promote 

the call to action. Lt. Governor Stratton expressed her support of this letter, 

so now the question is just what the call to action will be. 

vi. Dr. Prakash asked for thoughts on what the call to action would look like. 

vii. Amina said she liked the idea of an advocacy day. She said it’s not just a 

south side or west side issue, this impacts women across Illinois of all 

backgrounds. She suggested if we could all meet up again in Springfield 

and reach out to stakeholders from different backgrounds, we could show 

up in full force. Amina said that the Republican party is super strong on 

their gun stance and Second Amendment rights, and we need to show 

strength and passion for our position too. Amina asked, how do we let the 

legislators know we care? 

viii. Dr. Prakash said her worry about an advocacy day is that it’s one day, and 

it doesn’t feel like a continuation of something. There’s a finality associated 

with it, as opposed to active civic participation such as letter-writing. She 

said that’s not a bad idea; she wondered if along the continuum of impact, 

there may be other opportunities to get our point across. 

ix. Dr. Ogwal said these were all great points. She had to leave the meeting, 

but she said she looked forward to hearing the outcome of this discussion. 

x. Theresa said that in the letter, we’re asking for multiple things. The 

committee should start with a singular focus for the call to action. If the 

committee focused on one priority and then held a letter-writing campaign, 



they could hone they’re focus. They could get a group of people to focus on 

that, and maybe have an advocacy day that’s followed by a letter-writing 

campaign. Theresa thinks they could get more people to participate with 

letters than going to Springfield, but they could still get enough people to 

meet with legislators in Springfield. She said it will be interesting to see 

how much of a swing Illinois and the rest of the country makes in the next 

few weeks, and there will be national impact on this discussion. said she 

wants it all in the letter because it’s all important, but the committee could 

focus on one thing that’s most likely to be successful and build a call to 

action around that. 

xi. Amina said it would be great to do both. The only thing with letters, is that 

only the person receiving the letters sees the letters; others don’t see the 

impact. Also, the recipient doesn’t see the total number of letters. 

xii. Dr. Prakash asked if we could make the letter into a petition, or an open 

letter for people to sign. It’s hard for legislators to ignore several hundred 

or so signatures. It could be a call to sign this letter, and then they follow it 

up with an advocacy day. 

xiii. Patrobas said that the petition makes sense, because then you can see how 

many people approve what they’re advocating for. He said a petition would 

make more sense than an advocacy day because the petition can be used 

over again, depending on when it’s relevant. 

xiv. Amina asked if we could hold a program on WebEx for the state which 

discusses the petition and the committee’s asks in the letter. Experts could 

speak on a panel in support of our letter. This would be available to the 

whole state, so people can tune in and learn wherever they are in the state. 

Theresa said if there’s a way to connect the petition to this webinar, where 

viewers watch it and sign the petition, that would be great. 

xv. Dr. Prakash asked if the committee knows who those experts are. She’s 

reached out to IDPH and hasn’t gotten a response. She asked Mohammed if 

he knows of specific individuals working on gun control who we could 

reach out to. Mohammed said he doesn’t know if IDPH has an active 

program working on that issue. In the past, the CDC didn’t fund research in 

that area. 

xvi. Theresa said we often hear about how police officers are generally in 

support of gun control. It could be interesting to find someone high up in 

law enforcement to talk about the impact that gun violence has on crime and 

how it makes it harder for police to stop crime. That could also help it 

become less partisan and take the Democratic/Republican ideology away 

from the conversation. 

xvii. Dr. Prakash said she likes the approach where we take the politics out of it 

and just make it about human beings. Dr. Prakash found a list of some 

Illinois gun violence action committees and firearm violence prevention 

committees. She suggested the committee could start with this list and see 

if there are any point people from those areas who would be interested in a 

panel discussion, a one-hour webinar. Then, the committee could promote 

the petition after the discussion. Dr. Prakash asked if she could include 



Theresa in finalizing the letter with Sylvia and Amina. Dr. Prakash said she 

doesn’t know if the committee is allowed to call it a petition or an “open 

letter.” It would be a call to action to sign this letter, demanding the six 

action items listed. Dr. Prakash said if the committee wants to go ahead with 

the webinar, they’ll have to find point people from these organizations, or 

anyone else we can find to support this conversation. Amina said that there’s 

room for improvement on the letter. 

xviii. Dr. Prakash said the committee should focus on finalizing the language in 

the letter, including the call to action for signatories, and that will eventually 

make its way to the governor and state legislators. Then, the committee 

could continue to think about the webinar. Amina said the letter might 

change after the committee speaks to some of the leaders. Dr. Prakash asked 

if Amina, Sylvia, and Theresa could research point people for these 

organizations, let them know what the committee is doing, and ask them to 

weigh in. Dr. Prakash asked Sarah if the committee needed permission from 

Dr. Ogwal before reaching out to those groups. Sarah said she would check 

with Dr. Ogwal to see.  

xix. Theresa asked if there was anyone that the Lt. Governor or Governor’s 

Office would recommend as a good contact person for these issues. Sarah 

said that her office was thinking about this program as it relates to the 

Justice, Equity, and Opportunity (JEO) initiative, and she would reach out 

to the JEO team for their contacts. 

xx. Organizations recommended by Dr. Prakash: 

1. Gun Violence Prevention Action Committee - 

https://gvpaction.com 

2. One Aim Illinois https://oneaimil.org/our-coalition 

3. IDPH Office of Firearm Violence Prevention 

https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=139077 

4. Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence 

https://concealedcarryandme.com/illinois-council-against-

handgun-violence 

5. Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence 

https://giffords.org/lawcenter/state-laws/investing-in-local-

intervention-strategies-in-illinois 

6.  Equality Illinois https://www.equalityillinois.us/events/disarm-

gun-violence/ 

IV. Adjourn 
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