
 

 

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR  

Juliana Stratton – Lieutenant Governor 
 

ICWG Health & Healthcare Committee Meeting 

 

Date & Time 

Monday, December 5th, 2022 

3:30 PM – 4:00 PM 

 

Meeting Location 

Teleconference 

 

Dial-In Information 

 

Videoconference Teleconference 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTI

D=mf5334d1c10510c2b5e63c8ae1bc95c45 

Conference Number: +1-312-535-8110 

Access Code: 2455 875 4246 

 

 

Agenda 

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

a. Vidhya Prakash 

b. Theresa Forthofer 

c. Marla Courts 

d. Lt. Governor Stratton Staff: Dr. Susan Ogwal, Patrobas Wafula, Sarah Richman 

II. Approval of the Agenda for 12/05/22 and Approval of the Minutes from 10/31/22 

a. Approval of the Agenda for 12/05/22 

i. Vidhya Prakash motioned to approve the agenda. 

ii. Theresa Forthofer seconded. 

iii. All in favor 

iv. No opposition 

v. No abstentions 

b. Approval of the Minutes from 10/31/22 

i. Vidhya Prakash motioned to approve the minutes. 

ii. Theresa Forthofer seconded. 

iii. No opposition 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mf5334d1c10510c2b5e63c8ae1bc95c45
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mf5334d1c10510c2b5e63c8ae1bc95c45


iv. No abstentions 

III. New Business 

a. Call to Action for Gun Control Statement  

i. Dr. Ogwal said that the statement is great, but the committee would not be 

able to do an open letter. Our office doesn’t want this letter to turn into an 

open debate; rather, we are looking to support survivors and family 

members impacted by gun violence. She suggested the committee look for 

advocates, survivors, and mental health professionals who could share their 

experiences and discuss how to support those who have been traumatized 

by this violence. Dr. Ogwal discussed how she has a friend in Highland Park 

who was there during the shooting. The focus that we want is to make sure 

the support is there for the families, survivors, and communities. 

ii. Dr. Ogwal said it’s important that have this conversation and point people 

to a call of action. The webinar is more of a call to action. 

iii. Dr. Prakash asked if the committee could still move forward with the letter. 

Dr. Ogwal said yes, but the letter would have to be sent out as a statement 

with a call to action, rather than an open letter. There has to be a call to 

action attached to the statement. Dr. Ogwal said this call to action could be 

telling people to look out for the upcoming webinar series in the spring, 

focused on gun violence prevention.  

iv. Dr. Prakash asked Theresa what she thought. Theresa said this softens the 

plan, but she understands that an open letter could be contentious. There 

seems to be a disconnect between the letter and the summit idea; it sends a 

message that we’re only focusing on the response to gun violence, rather 

than also focusing on the cause. 

v. Dr. Prakash said that SIU Medicine has seen an increased rate of violence 

at their organization, especially in the patient care setting. They have 

experienced threats of violence as well. They have a Firearm and Workplace 

Violence Working Group which focuses on safety. They’re not only 

focused on banning assault weapons. Their focus is: “How do we partner 

with gun shops to get buy-ins from those who own guns and firearms and 

don’t want to relinquish them and reach out to those people to teach them 

about gun safety? We could emphasize child safety locks and ways to safely 

keep guns away from children. If you look at statewide data, most firearm 

deaths are accidents and self-inflicted (suicides). A lot of this can be avoided 

from a health and healthcare perspective by focusing on safety.  

vi. Dr. Prakash said she wondered if the committee should scrap the statement 

and pivot to a community conversation. She said the committee could invite 

leaders of stakeholder organizations to talk about the safety piece. Theresa 

agreed that felt more connecting and would have a less polarizing impact. 

Everyone wants to protect their children and family, so this webinar would 

reach out to people with different views on firearms. If everyone used their 

guns safely, it would help part of the problem. 

vii. Dr. Prakash said some questions to think about are:  

1. How can clinicians and people in healthcare have those 

conversations about how to be safe with firearms?  



2. How do we do proper suicide screenings to prevent self-harm and 

death? 

viii. Dr. Prakash said the committee could invite people to a webinar hosted by 

Lt. Governor Stratton’s office. She said we would need invite the right 

people to be part of that discussion, and this would be no more than 5 

people. These people could speak to those who have been harmed, as well 

as those who don’t want to relinquish their guns. 

ix. Dr. Ogwal suggested this could be a two-part series: one webinar focused 

on safety, and another webinar focused on support for families and 

survivors. Dr. Prakash liked the idea of it being a series and said they should 

start with the safety piece. That way, they could focus on gun violence 

prevention first, and then focus on addressing the aftermath of gun violence. 

She could invite a member of the working group from SIU medicine to 

speak, and then look at the list of organizations to find other speakers. 

x. Dr. Ogwal said that the committee shouldn’t scrap the letter. It’s just about 

now taking the letter and shaping the call to action that would go with it, 

focusing on safety, prevention, and the aftermath. Dr. Prakash agreed, but 

she was worried about losing people who are turned off by the letter but 

would be interested in the webinar. Theresa said maybe the letter could 

follow the webinar series. Dr. Prakash said they could add in the safety and 

prevention point into the letter  

xi. Dr. Prakash asked Sarah, Patrobas, and Dr. Ogwal to come up with a list of 

names of 3-4 statewide stakeholders who could participate in this panel 

discussion, particularly regarding the safety angle. She said June is Gun 

Violence Awareness Month, and we could aim for an event in June. She 

said that the committee could compile a list of resources and take time to 

think about questions and topics the panelists could focus on. 

xii. Sarah said that there will likely be legislation related to the content of the 

letter, and the committee could time the release of the letter with this 

legislation. Dr. Ogwal agreed and said that June could be a good time for 

the webinar and letter. 

xiii. Dr. Prakash said that between now and our next meeting, we could look at 

the names of statewide stakeholders, solidify a date in June, and invite our 

participants. Then, over the next few months, the committee would plan 

questions and format.  

xiv. Dr. Ogwal said her office would be able to come up with names after 

January 12th, since inauguration is the week of January 9th.  

xv. Dr. Prakash said the committee would aim for a meeting in mid-January. 

Dr. Prakash said that if the rest of the committee members could come up 

with questions, that would be great. 

xvi. Dr. Ogwal added that she asked Patrobas to take the lead in terms of 

coordinating with the Health and Healthcare Committee. Sarah will 

continue to assist, but Patrobas will be the main point person from our 

office. 

IV. Adjourn 

 


