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A present majority of filled non-ex-officio positions shall constitute a quorum: i.e. 9 non-ex-officio members 

present 

Position Name Present Phone Absent 

Ex-Officio Mem. 

Chair, Ex-Officio (LG's Office) Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton x   

Ex-Officio (Refugee & Immigrant 

Services, DHS) Lilian Jimenez (rep. Grace Hou)   x 

Ex-Officio (Dept. on Aging) Katherine Ostrowski (rep. Paula Basta)  x  

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Human Rights) Chris Smith (rep. James Bennett)  x  

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Children & Family 

Services) Marla Courts (rep. Marc Smith)  x  

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Healthcare & Fam. 

Services) Director Theresa Eagleson   x 

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Pub. Health) Pending    

Ex-Officio (Dept. of Labor) Marina Faz-Huppert (rep. Michael Kleinik)   x 

Ex-Officio (State Board of Ed.) Jaclyn Matthews (Rep. Carmen Ayala) x   

Ex-Officio (Board of Higher Ed.) Director Ginger Ostro   x 

Ex-Officio (Community College Board) Natasha Allan (rep. Brian Durham)   x 

Pub. Mem. (Gov.) 

Pub. Mem. (Gov.) Alexa Rice  x  

Pub. Mem. (Gov.) Dr. Sharon Latiker   x 

Pub. Mem. (Gov.) Nikita Richards  x  

Pub. Mem. (Gov.) Veronica Espina  x  

Pub. Mem. (House Min.) 

Pub. Mem. (House Min.) Ines Kutlesa   x 

Pub. Mem. (House Min.) Rhonda Thomas   x 

Pub. Mem. (House Min.) Theresa Forthofer  x  

Pub. Mem. (House Min.) Pending    

Pub. Mem. (House Speaker) 

Pub. Mem. (House Speaker) Pending    

Pub. Mem. (House Speaker) Kaethe Morris Hoffer  x  

Pub. Mem. (House Speaker) Maaria Mozaffar   x 

Pub. Mem. (House Speaker) Wendy Pollack  x  
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Pub. Mem. (Sen. Min.) 

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Min.) Pending    

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Min.) Vidhya Prakash  x  

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Min.) Monique Garcia   x 

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Min.) Pamela Althoff   x 

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Pres.) 

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Pres.) Amina Jaffer  x  

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Pres.) Pending    

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Pres.) Rochelle Crump x   

Pub. Mem. (Sen. Pres.) Sylvia Matos-Collins  x  

Rep. of Gov.'s Office Mem. 

Rep. of Gov.'s Office Dep. Governor Sol Flores   x 

Guest (non-member) 

Guest, Girls in the Game Meghan Morgan x   

Guest, Girls in the Game Jessica Larson x   

Guest, Polished Pebbles Kelly Fair  x  

 

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton called the meeting to order at 4:10pm. 

b. Roll call taken. Quorum was not established, so the council waited for two more members 

to join. Lt. Governor Stratton stated that if members saw someone join the meeting 

virtually, to please identify them so that we can monitor attendance. Lt. Governor Stratton 

stated that the council could not yet move forward with the approval of the agenda or the 

minutes, as both processes require a quorum. Lt. Governor Stratton said that in the 

meantime, she would move onto her opening remarks. 

 

II. Chairperson’s Remarks 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton began her remarks by welcoming members to the second in-person 

meeting of the year. She gave a special thanks to the Douglass Park Cultural and 

Community Center in the Chicago Park District for agreeing to host the meeting. She said 

she knows that many council members have not yet been able to join in person, and the 

council was still expecting a few more in-person attendees for the day’s meeting. She said 

they will continue to have hybrid options going forward. 

b. Lt. Governor Stratton thanked Cynthia Orizaba for her work as a Dunn Fellow over the 

past year. Lt. Governor Stratton introduced her office’s new Dunn Fellow, Sarah Richman. 

Sarah introduced herself to the council. 

c. Lt. Governor Stratton introduced the presenters, Meghan Morgan, Executive Director, and 

Jessica Larson, Senior Manager of community impact and strategy from Girls in the Game. 

Girls in the Game is an organization that helps girls find their voice and strength. They are 

a Restore, Reinvest, and Renew (R3) grantee. Lt. Governor Stratton reminded the council 

that she chairs the R3 board. The R3 program was created as a key equity element of the 

Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act that was signed by Governor Pritzker in 2019. Under 

that Act, 25% of all recreational cannabis revenues support communities – especially low-
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income communities and communities of color – who have been disproportionately 

impacted by economic disinvestment, violence, and severe damage caused by the War on 

Drugs. Lt. Governor Stratton said that Girls in the Game would discuss how they’ve been 

able to use the R3 grant to launch their “What Girls Need Now” project, which included a 

community assessment to better understand the needs of girls in the Austin, East Garfield, 

Clark, Humboldt, and Lawndale communities. 

d. Lt. Governor Stratton discussed how at the last meeting, the council gave recommendations 

for speakers, locations, and topics for future meetings. She said that her staff is working on 

these requests and will be in contact with committee chairs as well. 

e. Lt. Governor Stratton said she has been in contact with the Illinois Department of Veterans 

Affairs to find ways to uplift women veterans for Veteran’s Day. She requested that 

Rochelle Crump and Nikita Richards work with her to create a forum to discuss the unique 

needs and challenges of women veterans. Nikita Richards thanked Lt. Governor Stratton. 

f. Lt. Governor Stratton noted that since a few more participants joined the meeting, the 

council meeting was now at quorum and could proceed with the approval of the agenda 

and minutes. 

g. Lt. Governor Stratton shared that in July, the Girls’ Committee held its final meeting. 

Council members joined in this celebratory meeting to thank the girls for their work. She 

thanked Jackie Matthews for spearheading this effort. Lt. Governor Stratton said she was 

blown away by the ideas and hard work of these girls. She thanked the full council for truly 

including the girls in this work. 

 

III. Approval of Agenda for 5/17/22 and Minutes from 5/17/22 

a. Agenda for 5/17/22 

i. Motioned by Jackie Matthews 

ii. Seconded by Nikita Richards 

iii. All in favor 

iv. No opposition 

v. No abstention 

b. Minutes from 5/17/22 

i. Motioned by Jackie Matthews 

ii. Seconded by Kaethe Morris Hoffer 

iii. All in favor 

iv. No opposition 

v. No abstention 

 

IV. New Business  

a. Presentation by Girls in the Game 

i. Meghan Morgan, Executive Director of Girls in the Game, thanked Lt. Governor 

Stratton and the council for having her organization present. She said that in the 

latest report, Girls in the Game took a step back and made sure they were 

addressing the needs of girls. Lt. Governor Stratton told virtual attendees that all 

in-person attendees at the meeting received a copy of this report, her staff would 

distribute a PDF copy to all council members. 

ii. Jess Larson, the Senior Manager of Impact and Strategy for Girls in the Game, 

introduced herself. She discussed how Girls in the Game was established 28 years 

ago, and the organization uses sports as a launching pad to help girls be happy, 

healthy, and strong as they grow up. She said that the organization runs after-
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school programs, clubs, game days, and summer camps – providing a safe space 

for girls. 

iii. Jess Larson introduced the “What Girls Need Now” report. Girls in the Game 

conducted an asset map, community survey, and focus groups throughout the 

community. Focus groups were made up of girls, parents, and experts. She gave a 

trigger warning to council members that there would be mentions of sexual assault 

in the report. Out of the West Side organizations featured in the asset map, only 

2.6% were centered around girls. In the report, safety was the number one issue in 

both the community survey and the focus groups. Parents were very concerned 

about safety, specifically when girls are on their phones or wearing headphones 

out in public, making them more vulnerable to violence.  

iv. The top areas of concern for respondents 17 and under were trafficking, education, 

and safety/violence against women. 75% of these respondents said there weren’t 

enough resources for girls in the community. The four key areas of concern for 

girls on the West Side were: girlhood and adultification, safety, health, and 

education. Consent was another issue that came up, as many girls don’t understand 

what that looks like. Another area of concern was access to menstrual products, 

specifically having those products be free and not having to go through a mediator 

(ie. a nurse or teacher) to get those products. Residents were concerned about 

education. Of all the West Side residents in the focus group, only 1 or 2 sent their 

kids to schools within the West Side; the rest of the residents sent their kids to 

schools outside of the West Side. For Girls in the Game, the challenge was how to 

engage those girls in their programs. 

v. The report generated five main recommendations. The first was to increase 

emphasis on safety; to address this, Girls in the Game decided to include the voices 

of experts, especially around sexual education, as well as inform participants that 

Girls in the Game can provide menstrual products. The second recommendation 

was to increase social emotional learning; one example of this was establishing 

Peace Circle Training for both coaches and program participants. The third 

recommendation was to expand programming outside of schools to offer more 

community options for girls, such as in parks, community centers, churches, etc. 

The fourth recommendation was to include parents and guardians in events. The 

fifth recommendation was to develop community partnerships on the West Side. 

vi. Jess opened it up to the council for questions. 

vii. Lt. Governor Stratton said she could see her office doing a “Year of the Girl.” She 

said that if girls don’t feel safe, it’s hard to do anything else. She also asked if there 

was a way to develop a map of girls-centered organizations throughout Illinois. Lt. 

Governor Stratton said her daughter commented that her new after-school program 

didn’t have any women working there. Lt. Governor Stratton said she would like 

the council to be able to tell girls where they can get support and leadership 

training, in rural communities as well. Lt. Governor Stratton said that the council 

should focus on something they could do to make Illinois more focused on the 

needs of girls and helping them feel safer. 

viii. Kaethe Morris Hoffer thanked Jess for the information she shared. Kaethe said her 

organization, the Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation, had conducted a 

report which similarly revealed the failure of systems to respond to sexual assault. 

She offered the council the resource that her organization created, to echo Girls in 

the Game’s incredible report. 
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ix. Jackie Matthews asked if Girls in the Game received the 21st Century Learning 

Grant. Meghan responded that they just got awarded the grant. They haven’t 

received the funds yet, but this would be the first year of getting the grant from 

Illinois State Board of Education for some after-school programs. 

x. Jess and Meghan discussed the disruption that happened during the pandemic that 

caused issues with recruiting staff for the direct service programs, as well as fewer 

students participating in those programs because relationships were broken. 

Meghan talked about the challenges of hiring coaches during the pandemic. Jess 

discussed how young girls did not want to participate in Zoom activities after being 

on Zoom all day at school, and it was a challenge to keep girls engaged. When 

girls came back in person, the staff hadn’t seen them for two years, and there was 

a lot of catching up involved. 

xi. Jess said that Girls in the Game would ask people, “What do girls need?” People 

would need a lot of time to think about that question. Often, boys tend to be the 

center of the conversation around safety and violence, even though violence has 

just as much of an impact on girls.  

xii. Lt. Governor Stratton remarked that when people talk about trafficking and 

violence, they often don’t focus on the impact on Black girls. Jess agreed and said 

it’s important to educate girls and have conversations about consent. 

xiii. Jess said one of the recommendations from the report was a parents’ resource 

center, since parents need to be a part of this conversation and talk about their 

children’s needs. 

xiv. Lt. Governor Stratton said that she was grateful for the work of Girls in the Game, 

and she said that the idea of starting with asking what girls need is very important. 

She thanked Jess and Meghan for presenting to the council. 

b. Committee Updates 

i. Health and Health Care Committee: Dr. Vidhya Prakash shared that the committee 

joined the Illinois Department of Public Health’s COVID Equity Data Workforce, 

and they were invited to a meeting to share information on health equity in Illinois. 

She said the committee continues to press the need to change data collection to 

bridge the gap and address disparities, especially around mental health care and 

reproductive rights. 

1. Lt. Governor Stratton shared that in June, she testified for the Senate 

Judiciary Committee on a post-Roe America. She said she hopes the 

council can continue to strategize on reproductive rights. 

ii. Academic and Economic Opportunity Committee: Jackie Matthews shared that the 

next committee meeting would be on September 13th from 4-5pm. She encouraged 

all council members to attend that meeting and help brainstorm what the next year 

would look like for the committee. 

iii. Leadership and Inclusion Committee: Nikita Richards shared that the committee 

would be moving forward with the Illinois Girls Lead committee. She thanked 

Cynthia Orizaba and Dr. Susan Ogwal for their help in supporting the program and 

identifying Assemblywomen who will fulfill the mentorship part of the program. 

She encouraged council members to join the committee meeting in September. 

1. Lt. Governor Stratton shared she reached out to the head of the Women’s 

Caucus for the Illinois General Assembly, and she would have a 

conversation on potential collaboration between the caucus and the 

Council on Women and Girls. 
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iv. Girls’ Committee: Jackie Matthews told council members to look out for the Girls’ 

Committee Application which would be released in the next few weeks. She 

encouraged members to share that application with their networks. 

V. Member Updates 

a. Nikita Richards announced she would be moving on to a new role as Public Relations and 

Reputation Management for Country Financial. Lt. Governor Stratton congratulated her. 

b. Lt. Governor Stratton reiterated her goal to uplift women veterans in Illinois. Rochelle 

Crump shared that she is working with the Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs to help 

bring more women veterans to the table.  

VI. Public Comments 

a. No public comments 

VII. Adjournment 

a. Lt. Governor Stratton called the meeting to adjourn at 5:11pm. 

b. Seconded by Jackie Matthews 

c. All in favor 

d. No opposition 

e. No abstentions 

 

 

 


