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Date & Time 

Friday, October 28th, 2022 

2:00PM – 3:00 PM 

 

Meeting Location 

Teleconference 

 

Dial-In Information 

 

Videoconference Teleconference 

Videoconference info shared with council 

members separately 

Conference Number: +1-312-535-8110 

Access Code: 2450 241 8917 

 

 

Agenda 

 

I. Roll Call  

a. Maaria Mozaffar 

b. Nikita Richards 

c. Marla Courts 

d. Kelly Fair 

II. New Business 

a. Girls Lead Mentoring Program 

i. Maaria Mozaffar welcomed Marla Courts to the meeting. Maaria said the 

committee has been developing a statewide leadership mentoring program 

for girls in Illinois, partnering with women serving in the Illinois General 

Assembly. Maaria shared the Girls Lead application information on her 

screen, describing the three different programs for elementary, middle, and 

high school girls. The high school program allows high schoolers to 

participate in an internship with the General Assemblywoman. As part of 

this internship, participants could also work on a research project. 



ii. Marla asked if the program was only for cisgender and transgender women. 

Sarah explained the Girls Lead application would be using the same 

language as what was used in the Girls’ Committee application, to be gender 

inclusive. 

iii. Nikita Richards faced technical difficulties in joining the meeting. She said 

that WebEx often doesn’t work for her, and she asked if we could use Teams 

in future committee meetings. Sarah said she would check with General 

Counsel Natashee Scott. 

iv. Nikita said that there was a “Language Update” document which had more 

inclusive language about gender and eligibility. This includes self-

identifying girls, both cisgender and transgender. Nikita said she would 

share that updated document with the committee. Nikita thanked Marla for 

bringing that to the committee’s agenda. 

v. Nikita began a discussion on what the updated timeline would look like. 

Sarah said that Lt. Governor Stratton’s Policy Team had a meeting where 

they went over different projects and established a new timeline for Girls 

Lead. She said that Joseph McGee is reaching out to legislators, and we 

hope to get responses by November 21. Sarah added that there are about 75 

female state legislators between the General Assembly and State Senate, 

and her team hopes to have around 20-25 confirmations.  

vi. Kelly Fair asked for the date of the inauguration. Nikita said it’s usually the 

second week of January. Kelly said in that case, we could be pressed for 

time. If we were interviewing candidates over winter break, we could have 

a class together by January, but it would be hard to coordinate a trip to 

inauguration. Nikita said that’s invites, transportation, and communication, 

which could be hard to pull off. Kelly said that for the optics and advocacy’s 

sake of why girls matter, we should make it happen. She asked if we need 

to plan that trip now for the girls to attend inauguration. Kelly mentioned 

that she attend the Obama Foundation One Girl Alliance event, and 

Michelle Obama told corporate funders that they need to provide funding. 

vii. Nikita said she was frustrated because we were supposed to have the 

program ready to go a year ago. She asked Sarah if they could start drafting 

invitations and looking into transportation for sending participants to 

inauguration, and if she and Dr. O could begin that process. 

viii. Sarah said that the committee could review applications on a rolling basis 

throughout December, so that by the beginning of January they could finish 

decisions and notify the girls selected. That way, the committee and 

participants would have ample time before inauguration. Sarah said that her 

and Dr. Ogwal really want to send the girls to the inauguration if possible. 

ix. Kelly said that we should put the inauguration date in the Girls Lead 

application, so girls who apply know going into it that they should save that 

date in case they are chosen. Even if we had to reduce the number of 

candidates in the first class, that could work. 

x. Nikita asked Sarah to confirm the inauguration date. Sarah confirmed that 

the inauguration date is January 23, 2023. 



xi. Nikita said that immediately following the meeting, she would send 

documents with the updated gender-inclusive language, the holding date for 

the inauguration, and the updated statement drafted by Kelly and Maaria. 

Nikita said that Lt. Governor Stratton’s staff would get back to the 

committee about planning inauguration for the girls and creating 

promotional graphics. She said the committee needed a definitive date to 

launch the application. Nikita asked Sarah if Lt. Governor Stratton’s staff 

has created the Girls lead graphics yet, since Nikita already suggested that 

their staff could just re-purpose the Girls’ Committee Application. 

xii. Sarah said that she communicated this information to Victoria and said that 

Victoria would work on graphics in the following week. She reiterated that 

re-purposing the Girls’ Committee graphic would work well. 

xiii. Nikita asked Marla if she had any thoughts relating to this program or a 

potential launch date, especially if they’re reviewing applications in 

December. Nikita said the original timeline was to open applications 

between November 5-19, and review in December. She asked the 

committee what date they are thinking of launching this. 

xiv. Nikita asked if Victoria could have the graphics ready by next week. Kelly 

said that the application needed to be sent out to listservs of girls’ 

organizations and youth organizations. Nikita said that contact list was 

supposed to be drafted by someone from the LG’s office months ago. Nikita 

said that Patrobas was designated with that job. Sarah said he was traveling 

during this meeting, but he would be taking over as the main point-person 

for this project from the LG’s office. Nikita said that she and Maaria were 

told that was Patrobas’ responsibility. Sarah said that once Victoria has the 

communications materials together and we receive more responses from 

legislators, we would be able to open the application by mid-November. 

xv. Nikita said she wanted to make sure the committee could use Submittable 

for the application process. She said she would reach out to her Illinois State 

Board of Education contact to make sure the application is posted before it 

goes live. She asked the committee if they approved that step. Kelly said 

she approved. 

xvi. Sarah said that inauguration is on January 23rd, which would allow the 

committee enough time to send responses to girls and submit a press release 

at the same dates that were previously indicated. She said that the committee 

could set a deadline for mid-December, review applications on a rolling 

basis from mid-December to early January,  

xvii. Nikita said she would submit the application to Submittable and update the 

application materials. She said that the reviewers of the Girls Lead 

applications should participate in a Submittable training workshop before 

reviewing.  

xviii. Kelly asked how many women would be involved with reviewing 

application. Nikita asked if those people who committed were supposed to 

attend today’s meeting. Sarah said she sent out the meeting invitation to 

everyone, so it just depended on who was free today, but that there are at 

least 3-4 other council members who are willing to help. Nikita said that 



with the Girls’ Committee applications, they had over 300 applicants, so it 

took about 12 people to review all those applications. Nikita asked if we 

could follow up with those who committed to help with Girls’ Lead, and if 

we could put out another call to council members to ask for their help. 

xix. Kelly and Nikita asked Sarah what the updated review period would be. 

Sarah said this would be from mid-November to mid-December. That way, 

the committee could review applications from mid-December to early 

January. Kelly said that invitations should be sent out by MLK day. 

xx. Nikita said that for inauguration, we would have to have the girls go through 

security clearance to attend. She said this material would come through the 

Girls Lead application itself.  Kelly said that acceptances should be sent out 

by January 5th, and the girls should confirm their participation by January 

10th. This would allow us to finalize the list of participants about two weeks 

before the inauguration. 

xxi. Nikita asked Sarah to copy and paste another request for council members 

today to ask for their help. Nikita and Kelly asked if someone who was not 

a council member could join the review process. Nikita said the committee 

has talked about this before, and there’s something with the statute. 

xxii. Sarah said that the policy team would also help review Girls Lead 

applications, just as they’re doing for the Girls’ Committee. Nikita asked 

Sarah to keep a list of the legislators who are interested, and she said she 

would contact ISBE and ask them to upload the Girls Lead application. 

xxiii. Nikita said if there are any council members who live and work in the 

districts that the Assemblywomen come from, we can ask them for youth 

organizations and schools to reach out to. That could be another way to tie 

in council members and find organizations that serve marginalized girls and 

girls from different backgrounds. That way, this responsibility wouldn’t fall 

solely on Lt. Governor Stratton’s staff. 

xxiv. Nikita thanked Sarah for jumping in and navigating all of this with the 

committee. Nikita thanked Marla and Kelly for their important input and 

assistance. 

III. Adjourn 

a. Nikita adjourned the meeting at 3:42pm. 


