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Date & Time 
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Meeting Location 
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Dial-In Information 

 

Videoconference Teleconference 

Videoconference info shared with council 

members separately 

Conference Number: +1-312-535-8110 

Access Code: 2450 241 8917 

 

 

Agenda 

 

I. Roll Call  

a. Nikita Richards 

b. Veronica Espina 

c. Katherine Ostrowski 

d. Kelly Fair 

e. Lt. Governor Staff Present: Dr. Susan Ogwal, Patrobas Wafula, and Joseph McGee 

II. New Business 

a. Girls Lead Mentoring Program 

i. Nikita began the meeting and said the committee would be creating a new 

timeline for the Girls Lead program and get an update on the number of 

assemblywomen who have decided to participate. The committee would 

also create a skeleton document to provide legislators with a guideline on 

how they can carry out the program. It can give them ideas like giving the 

participants a tour, how to conduct an internship, etc. while still giving them 

freedom to make decisions for the program. 



ii. Joe McGee said that around 25-30 legislators have agreed to participate in 

the program so far. He said there might even be more legislators interested 

later. One Assemblywoman is worried about the construction on the Senate. 

The Senate is under construction for the next 3 years, and they are not letting 

people on the floor. Joe asked Nikita and the committee if it would be okay 

for the participants to explore other areas of the Capitol since they won’t be 

able to go on the floor of the Senate. 

iii. Nikita said the committee could provide the girls with multiple options. 

Veronica suggested the public room as a meeting space for the girls to tour. 

Joe said that the public room would be great, and he can see if the girls can 

walk around to meetings while the Senate is not in session. Nikita thanked 

Joe for his work. 

iv. Nikita asked Joe about the diversity of the Assemblywomen who have 

agreed to participate, specifically geographic diversity. Joe said the 

Assemblywomen who have responded represent diverse districts from 

across the state. Joe said that him and Patrobas would finalize the list of 

legislators participating with the information about their districts and 

locations. 

v. Dr. Ogwal asked if more Assemblywomen would like to participate, even 

if they respond past the deadline, if that would work. 

vi. Veronica Espina said we could have more Assemblywomen join, even if 

it’s a little later. Veronica also suggested that the committee get to know the 

incredible women behind the scenes, such as Stephanie Miller who is the 

Operations Manager for the Speaker on the House. She is a young, talented 

Black woman in Springfield, and she has a lot of connections and outreach 

in Springfield. Nikita asked if Veronica could send Stephanie’s information 

to Dr. Ogwal. Veronica said yes and that Stephanie would be a great person 

for young people to meet, since she already hosts job fairs for young people. 

vii. Dr. Ogwal said she wanted to make sure the number of participants is 

capped so that we can have a great launch. That way, we could have even 

higher numbers participating next year. Nikita said once the list of 

Assemblywomen is finalized, they should report out to the Lt. Governor for 

her participation. Dr. Ogwal said this would be part of the updates at the 

next Women and Girls Council Meeting. 

b. Readjusting Timeline of Girls Lead 

i. Nikita said that the timeline needed to change, and the committee should 

consider when would be a good time to launch the application. They could 

use the existing timeline and adjust it.  

ii. Nikita said it was important to consider the school schedule of the girls, as 

well as how we are getting the applications to them. We should give the 

school counselors and the local youth a chance to read about the program. 

iii. Dr. Ogwal said the original timeline was that the application would be 

posted in November, the deadline would be in December, and then we 

would notify the girls by January 4th. She said that as we adjust the timeline, 

it would still be about a 2-3 timeline of applications being received to when 

the committee notifies the girl. Dr. Ogwal said that we could do a launch 



event in the spring. She asked Nikita when Submittable said that we could 

start the review process. 

iv. Nikita said that now the Girls Committee applications are done, the Illinois 

Girls Lead application could launch on the second week of January and give 

the committee two weeks to review. She said that International Women’s 

Day is on March 8th.  

v. Veronica Espina said that in Springfield there is a Women’s March on 

March 8th, and she has spoke in the past advocating for immigrant women. 

Nikita said she wanted to pick a date and send it to Submittable. 

vi. Nikita asked the committee if they wanted the application to go live on the 

second week of January. Dr. Ogwal recommended the application being 

launched at that time, and the Lt. Governor’s Office could post on social 

media. Veronica said it was important to start the program before schools 

go on spring break, which is around the third week of March. 

vii. Joe said that the gubernatorial inauguration is on January 9th and the 

inauguration for the General Assembly is on January 11th. 

viii. Nikita said that the application could launch on Friday, January 13th. Then, 

the review period would close on February 10th. The committee could take 

one week to review the applications: February 11-17. Nikita said she could 

train everyone on how to complete Submittable reviews. 

ix. Patrobas suggested that this could also be a rolling review period, where we 

start reviewing as soon as applications come in. Nikita said that rolling 

review periods haven’t worked as well in the past. 

x. Nikita said that girls could be notified by February 24th so it would be before 

International Women’s Day. Dr. Ogwal said that her only concern is that if 

there are 300 applicants, it would take more than a week to review. Nikita 

said they could recruit many reviewers and she could train them all on 

Submittable. Nikita said she would revise the timeline. 

xi. Patrobas suggested the committee take several days to get back to the girls. 

Nikita said the notification period could be from February 20-24, and this 

would give them a week after to respond. 

c. Creating Guideline for Assemblywomen 

i. Kelly Fair asked if this would be an overall skeleton of participating in the 

program or what one day would look like. Nikita said this would be an 

overall skeleton tailored to which grade level each Assemblywoman has 

committed to. She asked Kelly if she could create a skeleton for each grade 

level that they could provide for the Assemblywomen. 

ii. Dr. Ogwal said they should use December to finalize this so it’s ready to go 

by mid-December. Nikita said she would send Kelly the specs of the 

program, and she thanked her for volunteering to do this. 

iii. Veronica provided her email address and offered to help with this process. 

iv. Dr. Ogwal said that in place of the inauguration ceremony, the committee 

could host an orientation day with the Assemblywomen. There could also 

be a closing ceremony at the end of the program. She said her and Joe would 

talk about the capacity of the Assemblywomen to do this type of official 

meet and greet with the participants.  



v. Nikita said the legislators would have free reign on the timeline, but they 

should wrap up the program by the end of the semester. Kelly said that the 

girls should do summaries so that the committee can track what is occurring 

during the program. 

vi. Dr. Ogwal said she would talk to Joe about the opening and closing events 

for the Girls Lead Program. 

III. Adjourn 

a. Nikita adjourned the meeting at 5:45pm. 


