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Target Date for Revised State UST Regulations: 10/13/2018 
 
US EPA Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST) released revised UST regulations on 
July 15, 2015. The new regulations became effective 90 days following that release date, which 
was 10/13/2015. Several of the revised requirements are already covered by the current Illinois 
UST regulations, while some of the revisions to federal regulations will require corresponding 
revisions to our state UST regulations. OSFM has been revising our state UST regulations to 
align with the new federal requirements. Our target for the effective date of the revised Illinois 
UST regulations is 10/13/2018.  
 
Although the revised US EPA rules were effective on 10/13/15, it is important to understand 
that not all changes were implemented on that date. Implementation dates for new requirements 
are incorporated in the federal revisions. Those that require “immediate implementation” 
became effective on 10/13/15. Many of those requirements that are new federal requirements 
are already present in Illinois UST rules, though, so they will not be new to us. Annual line leak 
detector testing and leak detection on emergency power generators USTs are examples of 
changes to the federal rules that are already found in current Illinois UST regulations. Some of 
the revisions have implementation dates of 10/13/18, or three years out from the effective date. 
Our regulations should be revised by then, and we have no plans to accelerate that 
implementation period. Of those revisions with three year implementation dates, of special note 
are these: 

• Training Class A/B and C Operators: This has been in effect in Illinois since 8/12/12. 
• 30 Day and Annual Walkthrough Inspections of UST Facilities: This will require a 

change from the current Quarterly Equipment Inspection required at UST facilities. 
• Testing Spill Buckets every 3 years and Testing Containment Sumps with sensors every 

3 years: These required changes will be new to our regulations and to your maintenance 
and testing practices. Piping containment sump testing is limited to containment sumps 
used for interstitial monitoring of piping.  

• Inspecting Overfill Prevention Equipment every 3 years: This required a change to our 
regulations and will require a change to your equipment inspection practices. 

While there are more changes, those are three that will have some of the greatest impact on the 
majority of regulated UST facilities. Remember – the implementation date is October 13, 2018, 
so it will help to get a head start on some of these tests and inspections between now and then. 
We have been making testing/inspection report forms and information available to UST 
contractors for months at our Portal. Spill bucket/piping sump containment testing and overfill 
prevention equipment inspections done and passed before the effective date of 10/13/2018 will 
count as the initial 3 year test/inspection.   
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There are 2 changes that became effective immediately on 10/13/2015 that need to be 
highlighted. The second will have an impact on any stations storing and selling blended fuels 
over E10 or B20, as well as any facilities with substances stored in USTs where compatibility 
issues exist.  
• First: Ball Float Vent Valves for Overfill Prevention have been prohibited for new 

installations or as replacements as of 10/13/15. USTs currently using Ball Float Vent 
Valves for Overfill Prevention may continue to use this method until the Ball Float Vent 
Valve needs to be replaced. At that time it must be removed. Either an Automatic Shut Off 
Valve (Flapper Valve) or an Overfill Alarm or both shall then be installed for Overfill 
Prevention. Ball Float Vent Valves removed from tanks that pass inspection may be 
reinstalled, but any that fail cannot be replaced with a new Ball Float Vent Valve. Another 
type of overfill prevention equipment must be used.  
 

• Second: Owners and Operators must notify OSFM at least 30 days in advance before 
switching to blended fuels containing greater than 10% ethanol (E10) or greater than 20% 
biodiesel (B20) or to any other regulated substances where compatibility can be an issue. 
Facilities with blended fuels exceeding those thresholds must also document compatibility 
of the fuel or substance with any components of the UST, including:  the tank, piping, 
containment sumps, pumping equipment, release detection equipment, spill/overfill 
equipment and any gaskets, seals or glues used in conjunction with the equipment. This will 
be accomplished through a listing of the components as compatible with the substance 
stored by a nationally recognized independent testing laboratory, or through manufacturer’s 
certification of compatibility, or both. Records demonstrating compatibility of UST system 
components must be maintained as long as the UST contains blended fuels exceeding E10 
or B20, or any other regulated substances where compatibility issues exist, both for any 
future product changes as well as for substances already being stored in the USTs. 
Inspectors will verify that all documentation has been collected during inspections 
beginning 10/13/2018. This reflects the position of US EPA since the issuance of their 2011 
Compatibility Guideline, which now has the force of federal regulation. OSFM is obligated 
to match the requirements of the federal regulation 

A Notice is posted at the OSFM website that goes into more detail on this subject. Go to: 
Information Notice for New Checklist for Documenting UST Compatibility Form.  

 
      A Checklist for Documenting UST Compatibility is posted at Applications and Forms at the         

OSFM website. Go to: Compatibility Checklist for Blended Fuels.  
 

The new federal UST regulations can be found at this link: 
http://www.epa.gov/oust/fedlaws/revregs.html. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/CompatibilityChecklistNotice.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/CompatibilityChecklistBlendedFuels.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oust/fedlaws/revregs.html

